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Clarification

Yesterday in the heading of
our lead story
temtly written "JS unani-
mou passes [ndemnity

Bill." It needs to be
clarified that "Unanimously”
actually refers to unanimity
among members present in

_ it was inadver- |

the House. As it is stated in
the story. BNP. Jamaat and
IOJ were absent in the House

NEWS BRIEFS
AL activist shot

at Fakirhat
From Staff Correspondent

Now 13
nf Fakirhat thana AL Mahmud

Hossain, 32. was severely
when a rival group shot

yesterday cvcni Ei[{hl
others were also inju

Mmmmmderad
in Barguna

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Nov 13: An old
man was murdered at Amtali
village under Amtali thana of
Barguna district last night
Police and witnesses said some
seven to eight miscreants wear
ing masks entered the house of
Ataharuddin Peada. 60 and
later strangled him to death af
ter beating him, with his two
minor children and second
wife.

AL factions clash at
Fakirhat: 20 hurt

Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 13 At least
twenty persons were injured
two of them seriously, in an
hour-long gunbattle allegedl
between two rival groups uf
Awami League at Fakirhal yes
terday evening The police
lobbed tear gas shells and fired
blank shots to bring the situa
tion under control

Boy commits
& . l ill .,|
By Staff Correspondent

A teenage boy allegedly
commitied suicide at his house
alt Uttarkhan under Uttara
thana in the city yesterday
According to police. Hazrat Ali.
14. son of Md Alaluddin was

found hanging from the ceiling
of the house at around 2:00 pm

when his brother went to call
him for lunch The body was
senit 1o the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) for
autopsy. police said. An unnat-
ural death case was filed. The

cause of the suicide was not
known

w .
2 killed in road
MYMENSINGH Nov 13: Two
people were killed when a
truck knocked a rick-
shaw on the Dhaka-M
singh highway near shal
thana headquarters today. The
dead were idtﬂtiﬂl:d as
rickshawpuller Abdul Matin,
35. and passenger Emdadul
Haq. 38 — both local residents.
Witnesses said the accident oc-
curred at about 6:30 pm when
the truck hit the rickshaw from
behind killing its puller and
lone passenger on the spot. re-
poris LUNB

31 killed in Indian
bus plunge

NEW DELHI. Nov 13: At least
31 people were killed today
when a state-run bus plunged
intc a river in the northern
Indian state of Rajasthan the
Press Trust of India (PTI) re-
ported. Eight others were in-
jured in the accident in Bundi
district, PT] said. it did not say
how many

mﬁe were in the
bus. reports

India

River at a summit between

officials said yesterday.
last round of talks
on the crucial issue yesterday

Tuesday's air disaster
Delhi. However, the visitin
Bangladesh delegation ha

[t was not immediately

that a broad agreement has
been reached.
believe that the pro

be agreeable to West Bengal

will announce an
:ﬁnﬂnﬂ“ with Bangladesh on
aring of waters of Ganges

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sh Hasina and her Indian
count H D Deve Gowda in

mid-December, foreign min-
eld

was somewhat clouded due to
near

done most of its works Tuesday.

known how much water India
will release. However, it appears

ut observers
must

state which is a major player in

the water dispute.
India that Bangladesh
does more water, but the

Water sharing agreement at
Delhi summit in mid-Dec

Kunal Ganguly writes from New Delhi

United Front government in
Delhi does not want to take any
decision without consulting
and getting a 'Yes' from West
Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti
Basu.

"India is in catch-22 situa-
tion after committing that the
new government must have a
decision before the year-end."
said an Asian diplomat watch-
ing the talks.

This may be the reason why
New Delhi wants Basu to go to
Bangladesh beginning Nov 27
so that he t:an sttfy himself
about B 's water needs
and can t k to Bangladesh of-
ficials in this regard.

Back in September when
Minister I K Gujral vis-
ited gladesh, he was accom-

ed four members of
iament from West Bengal. s
would be the first time that
Basu would be out of the coun
to negotiate an internation
issue, a kind of mission usually

Forei

reserved for the central gov-
ernment.
"But the water

g:ycra are West Bengal and

adesh and there has to be

mr:nting between them first.”

said the diplomat on condition

of anonymity.

The visit by Bangladesh

Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad was marked by v

the word "excellent” many a
times. Samad Azad even
amused many TV cameramen
and journalists by using the
"bhalo, bhalo” (good, good)

while d'eacﬁbing the outcome of

his talks.
Samad Azad met wlth
President Shankar

al
Sharma. Prime Minister Hy
Deve Gowda and the Congress
president Sitaram Kesri. All the
three visits were shown on
state-run Doordarshan televi-
See Page 12 Col 6

issue is
umque and the two important

warm
handshakes, wide smiles. and

Experts meet
soon to finalise
draft accord

NEW DELHI. Nov 13: The
talks between Bangladesh
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad and his Indian counter-
part Inder K Gujral ended here
today with a commitment to re-
solve the Ganges waters sharing
problem by the end of the year,
reports BSS.

Samad Azad at the talks
stressed the need for an imme-
diate and anent resolution
of the issue on a fair and equi-
table basis taking into consid-
eration Bangladesh's crying
need for the Ganges waters be-
fore the onset of the next dry
season and partl.r_-ulaﬂy during
the leanest period of the dry
SEASON.

See Page 12 Col B

BNP demands ‘clear
statement’ on its

10-pt demand

By Nazmul Ashraf

Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty (BNP) will “consider the offer
for dialogue” if the ruling party
comes up with a "clear state-
ment” on its 10-point charter of
demand. submitted to Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
on Monday, Deputy Leader of
the Uﬁll:;osmun in Parliament
and BNP Vice-Chairman Badr-
uddoza Chowdhury said here
yesterday.

"The government must come
up with a clear statement on our
10-point proposals to help the
parliament function effec-
tively....Only then we can con-
sider their offer for dialogue.”
he told a group of reporters yes-
tercday evening.

BNFP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhui . MP when
contacted told e Daily Star
last night. "We're under con-
stant pressure from our work-
ers, facing oppression by the

giﬂvernmcnt, to launch an agita-
tion.”

The BNP has been abstain-
ing from attending the parlia-
ment session since submission
of its 10-point demand to the
Speaker on Monday.

The day after, the ruling
Awami League invited the
Iarg:sl opposition party to sit
for an "unconditional dialogue”
to resolve the crisis.

Asked if his party had re-
jected the dialogue offer.
Badruddoza told the reporters
at his Maghbazar medical
chamber in the city, "We're
waiting to see that the govern-
ment takes effective steps to
remove our grievances.” "How
can we sit for discussions un-
less we're convinced about their
sincerity to resolve the issues?”
he posed the question.

Alleging massive persecu-

See Page 12 Col 1
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The World Food Summit be

' g.n j’ﬂltrdlf morming at the
enary Hall of the FAO

Headgquarters, with quiet dig
nity as the white robed re of
His Holiness Pope John Paul ]

read oul his opening message
The Popes speech. in

French, was jollowed an ad
dress. in Italian, y the
President of ltaly Oscar Luigl
Scalfaro. The other 1wo
speeches that rounded up the
morning s Inaugural ceremony
were again in French. respec
Lively the Secretary-General
of the United Nations Boutros
Boutros-Ghali and Jaques
Dioul. FAO Director General.

The Food Summil yesterday

a plan aimed at halving

the number of people who sufier
chronic hunger and malnutri-
tion from the present 840 muil-
lhon by the year 2015.

The comunitment was con-

AND QUIET FLOWS THE HURIGANGA For four centu
developed the river side, building their camps, fortifications, administrative centres, fesidences and businesses. When
English took over. Up came the Buckland bund, stretching the thriving
part of history. Whatever remains now

the Mughal fortune went down the river, the
commercial and residential quarters in late 19th century. Now the famed bund is
is a shabby, dirty exeuse of a riverside, something a city can never feel proud of As the precious lands all around are
filled up, the fortune hunters are trying to expand, this time on the river itself They trained the river with spikes to
help accretion of silt with liberal fillings of garbages. Miles of the river is now slowly becoming land fills for new
development. Elsewhere, shanties lay claim on the river, standing on platforms of bamboos, which help fast accumulation
of silt. Is there anyone to bother about it? If so, visit the river side, please, before quiet dies the Buriganga.

claration adopted
Commitment to reduce hunger;

malnutrition by half by 2015

Neeman Sobhan writes from Rome

Rome De

tained in a declaration on
world food security and a Plan
ol Action on hew to achieve
food for all that was approved
by acclamation at the firsi
working session of the 19414
tion five-day surmanit
This is the first time in the
history of conferences that a
policy statement and Plan of
Action has been agreed upon by
the member couniries before
the Summit. The Rome
Declaration on World Food
Security and its mmpamuu
Plan of Action was
the Committee on w:rrid Fuud
Security at its 22nd session on
Oct 31
Thu- was the result of two
a half years of work in re-
mmpﬁ Fifteen technical
nis were prepared and
the seven commitments com-
prising the Plan of Action were
defined. Now it is expected that

............

e

A

— .. i ;:-'1:.'_-,-:" -.r e
, It pratties along the city of Dhakea.

First, the Mughals

~ Shehab Ahmed with Photos by Enamul Huq.

the heads of state or govern
ment will outline specific na
tional plans for implementa-
Hion

The declaration was fi
nalised and formally adopted at
the start of the Sumumit

Jacques Dioul said that by
approving Lhe declaration in
advance, delegates had the op-

rtunity, "for the first time in
he history ol United Nations

Summits” 1o focus on actions
rather than words
“You have the rtunity to

locus not on reaching consen
sus but on identifying the con
crele actuons that each intends
top conduct so that the com
mitments solemnly made be
fore the mtermational commu-
nity can be maintained.” Dioul
said

ltaliap Prime Minister
Romanot Prodi, appoinied

SQP-# 1% Col 4

Speed up credit dlsbursement
WB

in 4 power, agri proj

Although the government
“well” in credit dis-
rsement in the first quarter
of fiscal 1996-97. the World
Bank observes that disburse-
ment in four projects in
and agriculture sectors
be accelerated as those are well
below the expected levels, ac-
cording to sources in the fi-
nance ministry.

The projects are: System
Rehabilitation Project. Power
Distribution Project,

culture Support Service
Project . and Integrated
Nutrition Project.
. e WB. in its Monthly

semeni sis

for ember noted that the
net of the disbursement
woild feit by December and
urged the government to take

uﬂ'au
claims for the aforementioned

credits.

The government's se-
ment performance in pvest-

ment pr ts from July to
in fiscal 1996 was
7.11 per cent (81.05 million US

dollars out of the opening bal-
ance of 1140 .04 million dol-
lars). the report said.

The WB noted that this level
of disbursement performance
was better than those during the
corresponding periods in the

s four fiscal years and
;lu!id thill was possible mamumf
io lar is u
four diﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂll: EI:"J&T

However there were no dis-
bursements under two struc
tural adjustment and two sup-
plemental structural adjust-

meri rations with opening a
balance of 261 .54 million deol-
lars.

Ar to the credit dis-

bursement statistics of the WB.

the opening balance for credit
in the agriculture sector on July
one this year was 318.40 mil-
lion US dollars while it was
196.38 million last year. Non-

culture credit balance was
821.65 million dollars this year
against last year's 1111.73 mil-
lion.

Between July and
51: tember. the vernment
reed 22.78 jon dollars

{? 15 per cent] in agﬁcuhurt
credit while in the
period last year, it was 5. BB
E&ﬁlﬂ dollars (3 per cent).
the same the
government disbursed 58 28
million dollars (7.09 per cent)
in non- iture credit while
in the corresponding period last
year it was 50.59 million dol-
lars (4.55 per cent).
The total opening balance
against agricultural. non-agn-
See Page 12 Col 6

Imelda jaild for
24 years

i !;*‘IEHILA Nov 13 A
ilippine court today con
ﬂnnc%pa 24 -year |ail seijlence
for former first lady Imelda
Marcos. widow of former dicta
tor Ferdinand Marcos, who was
convicted of corruption in 1993
reporis AFP

Earlier a Philippines court
loday rejected an appeal by
former [irst lady Imelda
Marcos against a 1593 ruling
sentencing her to 18 years in
all for corruption, reports

Ler.

The three-judges of Manila s

See Page 16 Col 7

Housemaid rescued
from garbage
container!

By DMC t
After uﬂ a
teenage | was al-
legedly dumped’ It & roadside

&urhag: container at Katha-
in the city at dead of

But some local people res-
cued her in the early morning
and took her to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. She is
now improvin

Parveen tar. 15 claims
she worked in a house at
Shantinagar. The house lady
beat her mercilessly and had
left her in a garbage container
at the dead of night
November 4.

Parveen told this corres -
dent that she was the d!lj§tﬂ'
of one Abdul Wahab of Dha
leshwar village under Barura
thana of Comilla district, She
said she had started working as
a maid in the house at
Shantinagar a few days back,

on

AL yet to receive any
response from BNP

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling Awami League

' has not yet received any re-

sponse to its ofler to opposition
BNP for an "unconditional dia-
logue” on the latter's 10-point
demand.

Senior AL leader and Prime
Minister's Parliamentary
Affairs Advisor Suranjit
Sengupta; MP. told The Daily
Star late last night that no BNP
leader communicated with him
regarding the offer for a dia-

Death of student
Hartal observed,
Police SI

suspended at

KiShOPBQEI]j

KISH . The
authorities suspended sadar
thana S| Shamsuddin Ahmed
and closed him to district police
line as an immediate step to
defuse public protest against the
killing of a student. reports
UNB.

The action came after a
dawn-to-dusk hartal observed
in the town today to protest the
killing ol Biplob. a B Com fi-
nal-year student of the local
Wali Newaz Khan College

See Page 12 col 5

P

BNP has been abstaining
[rom the Jatiya Sangsad ses-
sion since Sunday. demanding
fulfillment of its 10-point de-
mand. submitted to Speaker
Humayun Rashid Ch ury.

“"We have phoned them time
and again over the last two days
and it is now their turn to re-
spond,” Suranjit said.

About the possibility of a
imediation by the Speaker,
Suranjit said, "1If BNP feels like,
Awani League will have no
problem in  soliciting the
Speaker's good offices for re-
solving the stalemate.”

Meanwhile. the Awami
League Central Working Com-
miltee (ALCWC) at a meetinﬁ at
Ganabhaban last night dis-
cussed the latest political and
economic situation in the coun-

The meeting decihed

tenid the iast daie for holding
council sessions of 70 organi-
sational district units of the
E?}n}r by 15 days to November

The decision of time exten-
sion was taken at a meeting of
the AL.

The meeting was chaired by
party chief Sheikh Ha

As per previous pr me,
the council sessions 4 district
units were scheduled 1o be com-
pleted by November 15. said

See Page 12 Col 3

Benazir launches le gal-

battle for comeback

ISLAMABAD, Novy 13; OQusted
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
launched her legal battle today
to have her government re-
turned to . ong week after
her term in office came

ln an lhauAppt and inglorious end

In a 42-page petition filed
with the Suprenu- Court, Bena-
zir challenged the President's
constitutional autherity to
dismiss her government and
accused him of acting out of

al spite.

In the early morning hours
of November 5. President Fa-
rooq Leghari dismissed Benazir
and dissolved her government.

The airports were sealed, her
husband arrested and a terse
letter delivered to her palatial
hilltop residence telling her of
her dismissal

"He sent the letter in a most
dishonourable way." said
Benazir shortly alter her dis-
missal

Leghari s six-page indict-
ment read like a rap sheet.

He accused Benazir of sanc-
tioning police hit squads, inter-

fering in the police investiga-
tion of her brother's death and
lhamtltn}y stealing millions

ol rupees from the state trea-
ILIIE-

enazir has denied the
charges.

Intnrlm Prime Minister

e:II Khalid yesterday ap-
pcal to Pakistanis to provide
evidence of Benazir's corrup-
tion. reject her in general elec-
tions set for next February and

‘elect honest and able leader-

lhiE4

eanwhile, Benazir also ac-
cused ari. a former ally and
friend 20 years, of master-

mindi the death of her es-
Lran rother, Murtaza.
i ari's hands are not

clean, is a nexus between
my brother's death and the
President,” the national news-

aper, The News, quoted

TAazir as saying.

Benazir's petition challeng-
ing her dismissal tells of a rela-
tionship gone sour

According to Benazir the
President turned “bitter and

See Page 12 Col 2
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PM leaves
for Rome

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hauina left for Rome late last
t to lead the Bangladesh
egation to the World Food
Summit reports UNB.

The five-day international
conference sponsored by Food
and Agriculture Drganiﬂatlun
began at the FAO headquarters
in the Italian capital yesterday
with the participation of all 196

member countries, About
IUD heads of state or ern®
ment are expected to attend the
meeting.

Sheikh Hasina is scheduled

to address the Summit on
Saturday.

LGR Minister Zillur
Rahman, Finance Minister

Shah A M S Kibria. Education
Minister A S H K Sadique and
Mayor of Dhaka Mohammad
Hanif, Italian Ambassador in
Bangladesh Raffaele Miniero.
Dean of Diplomatic Corps and
Palestine Ambassador Shahta
Zarab, chiefs of three services
and other high officials were
present at the VVIP terminal of
the Zia International Airport to
see¢ the Prime Minister o

The Bangladesh delegatlun
will include Food, Agriculture,
Disaster Management and

See Page 12 Cal 1

5 policemen, four

snatchers hurt
in bomb blasts

Five policemen. including a
sub-inspector and four snatch-
ers. were injured in bomb blasts
at Lalbagh in the city yesterday
morning, reports BSS,

The miscreants hurled
bombs at the law enforcing
sonnel in front of the Westend
High School at Lalbagh in an
attempt to rob pedestrians. S |
of police Nasir Uddin, 45, and
four constables identified as
Abdul Majid. 40. Nurul Hugq, 45,
Elias. 55, and Alauddin, 30, re-
ceived serious injuries.

The snatchers tried to escapc
by an autorickshaw which
overturned and the bombs they
were carrying exploded. Of the

See Page 12 Col 3

Stoppage of gas supply

Privatisation of SOEs

Employees to get benefits
as per industrial law

By Govinda Shil

The workers and nrll'lﬂlll
working in the 65 state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) which are
under the tion process
will financial benefits as per
the Industrial Relations Law,
according to official sources.

"They will not receive any
additional compensation. This
is not a golden handshake.”
said a senior official of the Pri-
vatisation Bu%:i “Jute mill
workers t be given package
under the Jute Sector Reform
Pr mme,” he added.

e Privatisation Board (PB)
will sell 65 state-owned enter
prises by June 1997 The pro
cess to sell 16 units has started
and may be completed by ea
next year, he said. These In-
cluded jute, textile, steel and

engineering. food and sugar
mills, he ted out
The PB is now assessing the

market value of movable and

immovable y of these
en ses for which tenders
have invited. "We will not

disclose the value of the m
erty to keep our mills and

ries competitive,” the official
noted.

The PB is receiving corre-
spondence from f com-
panies and individuals includ-
ing Bangladeshi entrepreneurs
and non-resident Bangladeshis
showing their interest to buy
the industrial units, the official
said.

“After the successiul privati
sation of the proposed 65 SOEs
we may go for another phase ol
denationalisation late next
year.” sald another official of
the PB. "The list includes some
profit-making enlerprises
also.” he said

Interested foreign buyers
have been asked to contact

See Page 12 Col 6

KPM, KRM workers
stage sit-in in front

ol BG3L atfice
rom Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 13:
Hundreds of workers of the
Karnaphuli Paper Mills (KPM)
and tEu;' Rayon Mills today
staged a sit-in in front of the

Bakhrabad Gas System office
here today protesting the stop-
page of gas supply to the two in-
dustries.

The two industries are closed
since November 3 because of the
disconnection of gas supply
Irom Bakhrabad.

The workers of the two in-
dustries came to Chittagong
[rom Chandraghona of Kaptai
and marched through different
city roads. Later, they staged a
sit-in in front of the gas distri-
bution centre at Jamal Khan
Road.

At a rally. the leaders of the
workers urged the authorities to
restore gas supply and help re-
sume production in the indus-
lries.

The angry workers earlier
put up barricades on the Kaptai-
Chittagong road near the KPM
to realise their demand. They
also threatened to launch a
greater programme if their de-
mands are not met soan.

Outlawed PBCP
activist gunned

down in Dumuna

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 13: An activist
of the outlawed Purbo
Communist Party (PB
Baharul Islam. 35. wheo is an
accused in a double murder case

of Tala thana, was gunned down
at a shrimp enclosure under
Dumuria thana last night.

Police recovered the bullet
ricddden body

Strike at RMCH

continues

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Nov 13: Normal
work of the shahi Medical
College Hospital (RMCH) came
to a standstill today due to the
strike of the doctors and the
employees following yester-
day's clash.

The internee doctors went on

strike for an indefinite od
protesting the alleged attacks
on them by the class four em-

loyees and police. Other doc-
an also lbat]:inned from duties.
The class four employees
also did not attend office today.

They kept all offices under lock
and key disrupti normal
work in the hospital. Only the

nurses were seen on duty. The
operation theatres, outdoor
services and stores remained
closed .

The class four employees as-
sociation at an emergency
meefing demanded removal of
Prol Rafiquddin, Head of the
Medicine artment and Prof
A B Siddiqui of Paediatrics for
their alleged partisan role.

On the otherhand. the In-
ternee Doctors Association de-
manded removal of Col Nazmul
Huda. Director of the hospital
for his alleged failure to protect
the doctors.



