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ﬂ is the hr"m“ fm.k*hrmed of
a uman ings -t poor
and the rich alike. In 1974, the
World Food Conference
declared that. “every man,
woman and child has the
inalienable right to be [ree
from hunger and malnu-
trition. . .” and set Lhe I
“that within a decade no child
will go to bed hungry. that no
family will fear for its next
days bread, and that no
human being's future and
capacities will be stunted by
malnutrition.” But. in today's
world. the irony is that, while
sufficient food is produced at a
global level to meet the needs
of eve individual, an
estimated 800 million people
suffer from chronic under-
nutrition. and as many as 2
billion more lack essential
micronutrients due to
inadequate daily intake of
food. much as hall of the
population in South Asia have
a calorie intake inadequate
lor an active working life.
Almost 200 million of the pre-
school children in developing
countries are underweight.
Between 250.000 and 500,000
pre-school children go blind
every year due to vitamin A
deliciency. and about 40% ol
women in their reproductive
years sufler from ancmila due
to iron deliciency., hall ol
whomn live in South Asia. The
achievement ol universal food
sccurity, defined as "a state of
allairs where all people at all
tines have access Lo sale and
nutritious food to maintain a
healthy and active lile.” still
remains an illusive goal

Accordin to current
estimates. by the year 2010
world population will rise

from the present 5.7 billion to
7.0 billion. About 95% of the
total increment will be in the
developing countries. With the
present production trend. the

aggregate incroas
supply will mtvéw
reach the levels required lor

[ood security for all in the
developing countries. If no
action is taken to reverse the
present trend. the number of
chronically undernourished
pcople may still be soine 730
million by the year 2010.
Against this background., FAO
called for the convening of a
World Food Summit at the
level of Heads of State or
Government in Rome in
November this year. The
Sumunit subsequently received
unanimous endorsement of
the United Nations General
Assembly. The objective of the
World Food Summit is to
“renew the commitinent of

world leaders at the highest
level to the eradication of
hunger and malnutrition and
the achievement of lasting
[ood security for all.” In
keeping with this objective,
“"Food for All" has been
chosen as the main theme ol
the Summit.

The Global Food Situatiom

The developiment of new. high-
yielding crop varie-ties. and
improved methods of soil,
water and crop management
have led to a substantial
increase in food production
%Iﬂbﬂll}r during the last three
decades. According to recent
FAO estimates, the total world
supply of cereals in 1995-96
was 2028 million metric tons
as against the uirement of
1969 million tons. The per
capita food supply on the
world level has increased
steadily from 2.300 kcal/day
in IEHEF{;S to 2710 kecal /day in
1990-92. which is expecled to
increase further to 2.860
kcal/day by the year 2010.
However. the food supplies
varied widely across countries
and regions of the world. For
example. in the developed
countries, the per capita lood
supply during this period
increased from 3,020 kcal /day
to 3.330 kcal/day. in South

Asia [rom 2,030 to 2.300
kcal/day. while in Sub-
Saharan Africa the per capita

food supply actually declined
froin 2,100 keal/day in 1961 -
63 to 2,040 kecal in 1990-92,
These [ligures regarding per
capita food supply. however,
do not reflect the actual food

sccurily situation in the
world. Poverty, unem-
ployment, wars. natural

calamities ete. force millions
of people, mainly in the
developing {:uuntr?::n. o go
hungry everyday. In 1990-92.
22% of the total population,
L.e..250 million people. In
South Asia were sulfering
Iromn chronic undernutrition.
FAQ estimates that in the year
2010, 239 million people in
South Asia will siil rewain
lood insecure.

According to an estlimate,
world food demmand by 2025
could be as high as 9 billion
tons, more than double the
19088 harvest, The food
production increases will have
to come from the world's linite
soil, water and energy
resources without jeopar-
dizing the enviromnent. And,

riculture
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above all. universal [ood
security under diverse socio
economic political and
cultural conditions across the
workl will have to be ensured

The l'ur.l Situation In

Bangladesh. a small country
having a disproportionately
large population of 120
mililon. is one of the mos!
densely populated countries ol
the world Al preseni. the
'mpulﬂllnn rowlh rate has
wen lowered [rom 2 35% 10
about | 9% per year Howoever
even with this relatively low
growtlh rate. the population is
estimated to exceed |70
million within 25 years lrom
MNow.
The food grain (cercals)
requirement in Bangladesh
increased [rom 1573 million
tons Iin 1984 85 o |9.70
million tons in 199495, The
nel domestic lood grain
roduction in |984-8B5 was
4.48 million tons which
increased W a recond guantit
of 17.57 million ons in 19492.
93 and then kel slightly o
| 7.26 million wns in 1993-94
and to 16.26 million tons in
1994-95. The increases in the
total food availa-bility in the
country came principally
from increases in the yield ol
rice. the staple lood crop. due
aln increase in the acreage
under modern. highyiclding
rice varicties developed by the
Bangladesh Rice Rescarch
Institute.
Poverty continues to persist in
adeslty: Soine 55 nulbion
be; mbduit hall ol the total
ulatiorf. are unable lo
atlord the minimum intake ol
2.122 kcal/day. AL prescnt, the
pﬂ' I'HlJilH I"rIILII'H" l‘t)lihﬂll]\]'
tion in Bangladesh is ouly
around BU% ol the level ol
2.310 kcal/day recomnwended
by FAO. Moreover. the diet ol
the common Bangladeshi is
not balanced as it is rich in
cereals (rice) but is grossly
deflicient in proteins, vitaimins
and minerals. The per capita
avallability ol pulses in the
couniry dropped Irom B grains
in 1973-74 1o about 5.5 grains
in 1994-95. There has been a
consistent decline over the
years in per day per capita lish
intake that now stands at only
20.5 grains. Also. the ammournls
of nutritious foods like inilk,
meat and egg in the common

man's food bowl [all Iar short
of the minimum require-
menits.

The population in Bangla-
desh continues to increase.
and so does the demand for
cereals and other necessary

lood items. By the year 2010,
Bangladesh must produce at
least 32 million tons of cereals
just to maintain selfsulfici-
ency in food grains. The
procdiuction of pulses. vege

tables, fruits and of poultry
arxl dairy food items will also

have to be Increased
proportionately for adequate
nutrition and maintenance of
the working capacity ol the
population

Towards Sustainable food
Security in

Hestdes modern seed -lertil
zerirrigation tech-nologies,
sultabile socio-economic con-
ditions, wuxl sound Govermeni
policies regarding  credit,
prices, markels clc, are
cwsciilbal to achileve lasting or
sustaliwble food security. The
Govermunent ol Bangladesh
(GO has shown Increasing
awareness about these
necessities as refllected in its
recent policy making in the

lields of agricultural
production. irade and
marketing. The salient fea-

tures ol the GOB foud policy
inwlude: Increasing production
o maintain a steady food
supply: ensuring price
stability for agricultural
inputs and produces through
increasingly greater depend-
enice on market [orces;
increasing access by the
vulnerable groups of the
population to food by
restructuring the public food
distribution syslem. promo-
Ling grealer privale seclor
rticipation  in ' lood ' grain
rade; and encouraging NGO
participation in poverty alle-
vialion pru%rmmm:u espe-
cially in rural Bangladesh.
GODB planners and polic
iiakers in consultation with
agricultural scientists and
I]l'ﬂllut‘ilﬂll t‘h!]t‘l'[:l have set
production targets lor the
period 1995-96 to 2009-2010
on the basis of population
projections and future
requirenents ol cereals and
vother lood items in the
country. Production pos-
sibilities., agronomic consi-
derations. avallability ol
inpuis. farmers’ access lo
resources, and environmental
issues were kept in view while
selling these targets. A few
important points relating to
food production and food
security that need to be
considered seriously are set
forth below:
- To Sirengthen and [lully
mobilize agricultural re-
search, extension and
manpower training facilities

frwluding the universities, 10

develop environmentally and

soclo- economically sus-
lainable agricultural pro-duc-
tion lechnologies for both the

favourable and unfavourable
ecosystems ol the country
Technology development

should aim at increasing the

total productivity of the
Fcosystem. i.e. both
terrestrial and aquatic
productivity.

- To get t henefits of the

multiplier eflect of education
on agricultural production, an
all out national effort to
eradicate mass (lliteracy must
be tmmediately initiated and
carried throu to success at
all costs
- Since small and marginal
farmers [rom the bulk of the
oor. agricultura! deve
Elpmrnl sirategics must be
grared towards improving the
productivity of small and
marginal f[Armms. The
contribution of women o
agriculture should be (ully
recognized and a proactive
licy should be pursued to
acilitate their participation
in agriculture

As pulses are the cheap
source of proteins, the share ol
pulses in the diet necds to be
increased o ralse the dictary
protein level and improve the
protein quality. An
appropriate crop diver-silica-
tion programme (o increase
the production of pulses,
vegetables and fruits in all
suitable agroecological regi-
ons is needed.

The consumption of vitamin A
rich vegetables like carrol.
sweel gourd, arum ete. should
be specially encouraged.
Homestead wvegetable pro-
duction by marginal and
sinall farmers. and comun-
ercial production by big
[armmers should also be

encouraged. G
) A J1I0d
1

- Small and marginal farnners
should be encouraged to raise
oultry and livestock in their
mesteads. Farmers should
be trained in modern methods
of integrated farming cons-
isting of homestead vagetable
production, poultry and live-
stock raising. fish cultivation
in porxls. etc.
inancial support in the
form of agricultural credit are
indispensable for simall and
marginal fanners to auginent
their capacity to invest in
rural enterprises like crop
agriculture, homestead garde-
ning. poultry and livestock
raising. agri-business, elc. The
credit delivery system should
be simplilied so that credit
may be available to the necdy
at the proper tine.

- ricultural marketing is a
weak link in the chain which
needs to be significantly
upgraded. The supply and
distribution of electricilty and
development of infrastructure
are essential to [facilitate
processing and marketing ol
agricultural commodities.

- Regional and international
cooperalion and agreements
for balanced and sustainable
use of natural resources. such
as water, forests. soil. etc. are
necessary.

There is no denying the fact
that until now Bangladesh has
not really achieved the desired
level of food security. But we
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sustainable production. with

farmers we ma
government policies incre- industrious y

look confidently up to Lhe
future with hopes for

MESSAGE

Fighting hunger and malnutrition by producing
enough food and making sure that it reaches
everyone is a moral and ethical obligation. It is our
duty, and it is also an exciting challenge. Let us
join forces to meel the challenge in a campaign to
provide food for all - for all of us living today and
for all the generations to come.

Dr. Jacques Diouf
Director General, FAO
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can look [lorward with asingly sensitive to the needs
optimisim. With accelerated and aspirations of the farmi

agricultural research and comununity. and above all.
extenston work targeted at with the characteristic hard
ensuring stable and dawnto-dusk toil of our

people - the thought of
food is riddled with
anguish and insecurity.
It implies a day-to-day
struggle that stretches
their resources beyond
the limits in the effort
to provide enough to
keep themselves, their
children and their fa-
mily going. Their main
problem is poverty: they
simply do not have the
means (o buy - or (o
grow - the flood they
need.

Bangladesh is one of
those countries facing
the above big challenge.

At present, over 90% of
children aged between 6
months and 5 years are
under nourished (o
varying degrees in
Bangladesh. Produclion
of staple food will have
to be increased by more
than 50% in next 14
years (o meel nalional
demand as per predicted
population growth.

MESSAGE

An important milestone
in the history ol man-
kind has been marked
today when world lea-
ders have gathered in an
unprecedented “World
Food Summit”™ at the
FAO Headquarters in
Rome with the objec-
tives of analysing Lhe
major issue of food
security: how to ensure
access by all people al
all time to nutritionally
adequate and sale food.
For over 800 million

sustainable food security and

improved life and live ihood
for our teeming millions.

| strongly hope that the
World Food Summil
would provide a great
opportunity to the peo-
ple of Bangladesh Lo
reaffirm the prime
importance ol agri-
culture including lishe-
ries, livestock and other
associaled sub-seclors.
Consequently, larmers
including the landless
and larm laborers who

represent majority ol
population and the
rural poor, and (the

actual food producers,
should be given highest
support Lo enable them
produce more f[ood Lo
meel national require-
ments, and con-sequ-
ently to improve Lheir
income. living standard

and nutritional con-
ditions.

FAO Representlalive in
Bangladesh




