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BIBM course on
financing
agriculture
ends

A 15-day training course ol
“Financing Agriculture and Ru
ral Development was con
cluded at the BIBM yesterday
sAys a press release

The concluding session ol
the course was marked by dis
tribution of certificates among
the partici ts by the Director
General of BIBM, A H M Nurul
Islam Choudhuri

Officers from different
banks and fAnancial institu
tions participated in the course.

Speaking on the occasion.
Choudhuri said that the knowl
edge and skills gained from this
course would help the partici-
pant bankers in extending
proper financing of agriculture
and rural development projects

BIBM faculty members Li-
akat Hossain Moral and Abu
Bakar. jointly coordinated the
Course
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PDHAKA WEDNESDAY

Noor Uddin tells JS

Govt has no plan to
raise fuel prices

he government has no im-
mediate plan to raise the price
of diesel and petrol. Energy and
Mineral Resources Minister
Noor Uddin Khan said in Par
liament vyesterday. reports
UNB

He was answering a writiten
question from Delwar Hossain

| Saidee (Jamaat-Pirojpur)

The minister told another
questioner. Harunar Rashid
Khan Monno (BNF Manikganj)
that the average sysiem loss of
Power Development Board
stood at 21.60 per cent as per the
calculation of fiscal 1995-96

Of the system loss. 5.59 per
cent accounted for using elec
tricity during power generation
3.99 per cenl as transimission
loss and 12.02 per cent as dis

tribution and non-technical
lass. he said.

The minister also informed
that the system loss in the
country’s gas system was 340.10
million cubic feet during the
| 995-96 fiscal year

Replyin to Dipankar
Talukder (Rangamati). Khan
said the government has taken
a number of measures to reduce
the system loss in the power
Sysiem

The measures include re
ward and punishment scheme
for PDB officials and employ
ees. introduction of 20 magis
trate courts to take action
against illegal users of electric
ity., disconnection of i(llegal
connections, and involving
private firms in meter reading.

billing and collection of power
tariff in four towns

To reduce the system loss in
gas system, the minister said
Lhe authorities have taken steps
for survey of commercial and
domestic users of gas in the
Titas and Bhakhrabad gas ar
eas Modernisation ol metering
system. training of manpower
and transfer after fixed period
of officials and employees ol
super sensitive area” where
system loss is higher. were the
other measures.

Besides, a plan to incorpo-
rate the gas sector in the Public
Demand Recovery (PDR) act.
like power and WASA and ef
fective application of magis-
lracy service simultaneously is
under process. he said.
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China blasts US ban
on textiles export

Nov 12: China to
dav blasted US penalties
against its textiles ."lilt‘H[i ol a
visit next week by US Secretary
of State Warren Christopher,
but said the two sides had more
in common than differences
reporis Reuter

Beljing accused Washington
ol not having produced enough

H!‘:].”N(l

evidence to support lextile
sanctions and said 1t opposed
sirong arm tactics to settle

 trade disputes

"We are opposed to one side
inposing of it on another in
irade disputes,’ loreign Min
istry spokemans Cui Tiankai
told a regular news bneling

Iran denies
trade with US

TEHRAN. Nov 12: lranian

| Commerce Minister Yahya Al-

Oshaq vesterday denied any
trade between his country and
the United States

In an exclusive interview
with Xinhua, the minister said,
we have no trade with the
I'nited States. There is abso-
lately no trade with Americans
either in terms to exports or

lmports. :
However. none of the US

measures against Iran has had
the smallest impact on the
country.” the minister said

“The United States has not
fully consulted with China and
has not provided clear support
ing evidence. Cul said

But Cul declined to cormiment
on whether the dispute would
overshadow a visit by Christo
pher to China next week
Christopher s last wvisit to
China two years ago ended In
wrangling over human rights
ISsLIES

This 1s an important bilat
eral meeting. Cul said ol
Christopher s trip. scheduled
for November 19-2)

Christopher's visit
help lay the groundwork for bi-
lateral relations in the 21si
century. Cul said, adding there
was 1o reason for China and
the United States not to develop
a healthy and stable relation-
ship.

"The state ol relations be-
iween the two countries will
have major eflects on the peace,
stability and prosperity of the
Asia pacific region and the
world as a whole.” Cui said

“"We will discover that the
common interests of China and

the United States are far greater

than the dillerence.” Cui saad.
Beijing and Washington

both say ties have warmed after

a series of spats over Taiwan.
human rights. arms proflifera-
tion and trade over the past
year.
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Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria told the Jatiya Sangsad

Monday that the government
had been incurring revenue
losses as a result of Increasing
number of writ cases against
the Revenue Department in the
High Court [Division of the
Supreme Court. reports BSS
Replying to a call attention
notice on a matter of urgent
ublic importance of treasury
Ernrh member Professor
Rafiqul Islam (Jessore), the

Finance Minister said 2362

writ cases had been [liled
against the Revenue
Department till the end ol

October this year

As a result of the cases. he
said Taka two hundred crore to
Taka two hundred fifty crore of
revenue had remained unre
alised

The Finance Minister said
following exclusion of 12 im
portable items from the pre
shipment Iinspection system
the number ol writ cases had
increased considerably

He said tariff of importable
items were being reviewed every
three months by a committer
on the basis of information
avallable from competent in
ternational channels. The tarifl
fixed by the commitiee were of
international standard. he
said

Kibria said it takes about
eight to nine years to settle a
case and hence the government
was deprived ol quite a good
amount ol revenue. He said dis
cussion was held with the
Attorney General to take up the
maltter with the court

Central Zone of
PDB collects

Tk 12.46¢r as
revenue 1n Oct

Revenue amounting to Taka
12 crore 46 lakh 85 thousand
was collected by the Central
Zone of Power Development
Board (PDB)*dusing the maenth
of October, says a press reléase.

1 146 electricity connections
were snapped for non-payment
of outstanding bills amounting
to Taka 71.41 lakh in My-
mensingh Circle during the
same month .
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Shah A M S Kibna, Minister for Finance maugura
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

F‘: £

ting a three-day exhibition of garments

& leather machinery at Hotel Sonargaon yesterday. A K Fayzul Hoq, Minister for Jute &
Textile along with A B M Kamaluddin Khan, Managing Director of the Minhaz Group are

also in the picture

Acer, at a local hotel. Aspire

charcoal colours.
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Dolphine {Zﬂmpﬁu-rr Lid yesterday formally launched the multimedia computer, Aspire from

i1s designed for home with powerful multimedia features,
comprehensive built-in communication options, easy to use and comes in emerald and

—Star photo

War & famine-hit nations

ROME. Nov 12 The global
food situation has Improved but
war and famine have hit some
ol the world s poorest nations
who need large scale assistance
the UN Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FA(Y sald on
Monday. reports Reuter

Hunger also continued to hit
the voungest hard. with one in
three iuﬁirru under the age of
five in the developing world
being classed as underweight
However, lewer people were fac
ing shortages than 20 years ago

"Filty -six per cent of all
deaths ol children under five
18 000 a day are directly or
indirectly caused by malnutr
tion, Hartwing De Haen, FAO's
Assistant Director General lor
Economic and Social Alfairs
told a news conlerence

His comments lollowed re-
leased of two new FAO reports
drawn up belore the crisis in
Eastern Zaire. which has left
more than a million starving
refugees with no access to food
or waler.

The reports were published
to coincide with a world fogd
summit in Rome this week.
which will setl reliable food
suppliés for all as the interna-
tional community's goal

Its declaration will 4 ommit
leaders to reducing the nuimber
of undernourished people in the
world to half its present level of

FAO chiet blasts
world community
over Zaire Crisis

ROME. Nov 12: The head,of
the UN's Food and iculture
Or isation, Jacques Diouf of
Senegal, accused the world on
Monday of doing nothing to
prevent the crisis in Zaire,
saying it had been clear a
catastrophe was in the making,
reports Reuter.

In a strong {;riugu: of past
inaction, Diouf said the inter-
national community had al-
lowed the problem of refugees
from Rwanda and Burundi to
“fester” to the point where more
than a million are now at risk
from the violence in Eastern
Laire.

He said the crisis would fig-
ure on the margins of FAO's
World Food Summit, which
opens in Rome on Wednesday,
but defended the meeting for fo-
cusing instead on a global plan
to combat hunger.

"We believe that this situa-
tion in Zaire is another illus-
tration of an wunacceptable
world situation.” Diouf, the
agency's Senegalese Director
General, told a news conference
to present the summit.

around 840 million by no later
than 2015

That ligure in iisell marked
an improvement from the 918
million people who were un-
dernourished in 1969-71 when
there were |.5 billilon fewer
peopie in the developing coun-
Iries

FAO hailed a general im
provement in food supplies in
1 996 but said there was no rea
son for real optimism

"Even in a year of very good
crops we're still worried.”
James Greenfield, Director ol
FAO's Commodities and Trade
Division, told a news confer-
ere

Il we have a poor crop next
year we will be back to exactly
the same situation as in
1995/96, when grain prices
climbed to record levels.,” he
aclded.

The agency's latest forecast
for 1996 global cereal produc-
tion was an estimated |.849
billion tones 6.9 per cent higher
than the level of 1995. Global
wheat output, helped by bumper
crops In Europe. was 6.4 per

FEHQM' %ﬁi}"" Bf ¥ehson ce-

real carryover stocks were set
for their first increase in four
VEars,

The outlook for global food
supplies in 1996-97 has im-
proved somewhat since the last

need large scale aid: FAO

report.” it said.

But the picture remained
hleak for many with some
countries such as Sierra Leone
relving on aid to survive.

The agency said indications
also pointed to a further erosion
of cereal stocks in the de-
veloping countries, which were
forecast to fall to their lowest
level since 1991,

Tn Sub-Saharan Africa food
supplies for 1996-97 have im-
proved compared to the previ-
ous year.” FAO said.

‘However some 40 per cent of
the total population ol Sub-5a-
haran Africa is already chroni-
cally undernourished and this
number could rise unless action
is taken.”

Owverall there is a pressi
need lor large-scale nation
and international intervention
to bring about a rapid im-
provement in the food security
situation of the affected coun-
tries,” the FAO's special food
outlook report concluded.

However. it warned that
global food aid availability in
1996-97 was not tnggl-
prove much from the low 1995-
96 level of 7.2 million tonnes.,

Moreover. most low-income
food deficit countries in Alrica
also face a bleak economic out-
look and acute balance of pay-
ments difficulties, the FAO re-
port said.

Women reap over half
of world food crops

ROME, Nov 12: Women har-
vest more than half of the
world's food crops., thereby
playing a primordial role in a
efforts to combat hunger in de-
veloping countries. according to
studies by the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO),
reports AFP.

At a world food summit
opening here Wednesday, dele-
gates will be discussing how to
ensure food security for every-
one and the part taken by
women in achieving that goal.
The FAO defines food security
as a situation in which "all peo-
ple at all times have access to
safe and nutritious food to
maintain a healthy, active life.”

In rural regions. women
have almost total responsibil-
Eli%z for feeding their children.

ey do the basic job of produc-
ing and preparing food for the
rest of the family. They provide
most of the agricultural work
force in rural areas because so
many men been forced to head
for the towns to find a job. In
some parts of Africa, the FAO
reports, a woman is head of the

family in 60 per cent of house-
holds.

In social and political terms.
however. this major contribu-
tion to food security is underes-
timated, the FAO said in a posi-
tion paper for the summit. The
lack of recognition is accentu-
ated by female illiteracy.

Since the 1970s. the com-
bined handicaps have produced
a 50 per cent increase in the
number of women below the
poverty threshold compared
with a 30 per cent rise for men.
the FAO said. It estimated that
1.3 billion of the world's poor
WETE WDIIETL.

It said international ob-
servers had long been aware of
the key role ol the woman as
mother in provid food and
in the domains of health and
hygiene. The FAO cited a Weorld
Bank cost-benefit study show-
ing that investment in women's

education in developing coun-
iries was more profitable than
other investment.

Benefits included lower

birth rates and much less in-
fant mortality.

G-10 central b

ankers’ view

Global economy improving

BASLE, Switzerland, Nov 12:
Central bankers from the
world's leading industrial na-
tions gave an upbeal assess-
ment of the global economy on
Monday, noting with satisfac-
tion that growth was purring
along and inflation was under
control, reports Reuter.

Oil prices also seemed to be
receding from recent peaks and
currency exchange markets
were mostly calm, said Hans
Tietmeyer, President of Ger-
many's powerful Bundesbank
and Chairman of the Group of
10 (G-10) committee of central
bankers.

“The picture is that there
seems to be further economic
improvement on a worldwide
level, "Tietmeyer told reporters
after he and his colleagues held
their monthly meeting at the
bank for international settle-
ments in Basle.

While maintaining a central
banker's traditional wariness
on inflation, he said the situa-
tion seemed to be well in hand.

“Monetary authorities have
always to be vigilant, but for the
time being it seems to be the
case that the inflationary situa-
tion all in all is a positive one.”
Tietmeyer said.

"l am talking about world-

wide.” he added, declining to be
specific when asked about out-
look for inflation in the United
States,

Tietmeyer said Federal Re-
serve Board Chairman Alan
Greenspan briefed the group on
economic prospects in the
United States, but he gave few
details about what was said be-
hind closed doors.

“All in all we see that the
current trends are mostly
favourable. This is especially
the case in the United States...
the short-term outlook seems to
be favourable,” Tietmeyer said.

Japan was benefiting from
improving consumer confi-
dence and spending sup ed
by an improved labour market.

“In Japan, the upward trend
is continuing,” he said, but
added: "of course, much depends
on what will be done in the next
fiscal year.”

There were also signs of real
improvement in Europe, Tiet-

added.

"There is the continuation of
growth in the United Kingdom
and some u trend in some
continental countries — the
Netherlands, Germany, and to
some extent in France," he said.

Central bankers thought the
outloock for inflation in [taly

had also improved after being
briefed by Bank of Italy gover-
nor Antonio Fazio.

Tietmeyer played down the
otential inflationary danger
igh oil prices posed, saying the

recent price rise had peaked.

“The highest level is behind
us. There has been some decline,
but oil prices are still relatively
high and much depends on the
future of the supplier side,
which means the Iraqi
question, and further demand.”
he said.

He was r:fcn'inf to prospects
that a stalled oil for food deal
between Iraq and the United
Nations would move ahead.

Tietmeyer said central bank
governors saw world currency
markets as relatively quiet at
the moment and did neot come
up at the G-10 meeting, which
traders watch with interest for
clues about policy.

“We have not discussed the
currency markets bécause it
seemns all in all relatively quiet
now,” Tietmeyer said.

The G- 10 actually comprises
11 countries the United States,
Germany, Japan, France,
Britain, ﬁaly. the Netherlands,
Belgium., Sweden, Switzerland
and Canada.

Tk 3771.62 cr
revenue collected

up to Oct

Total revenue collection
upto October in the current fis-
cal year stood at Tk 3771.62
crore which is 10 per cent
higher than that of the corre-
sponding period of the last fis-
cal year, reports BSS.

The ceollection reached 98
per cent of the target for this pe-
riod of the current fiscal year,
according to an official source.

Owing to delayed placement
of the budget in parliament the
overall revenue collection ac-
tivity could not be fully geared
up in the month of July and
August last as a result, collec-
tion in these two months was
comparatively low. This has
nearly been offset by higher col-
lection in September and
October. Monthly target ex-
ceeded in both these months

During the month of October
total revenue collection was
Taka 1026.14 crore which is
Taka 20 crore higher than that
of the target fixed for the month
and is 17 per cent higher than
that of the corresponding
month of the last fiscal year.

Revenue collected in "import
head” during the month of
October was Taka 652.50 crore
which is 21 per cent higher than
that of month of the corre-
sponding last fiscal year.
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Government of the

of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
Directorate of Public Works Division, Patuakhali

Tender Notice

No. 6/1996-97 (E/M)

Name of work

Estimated cost

Eamest money

Last date of selling tenders
Date & time of receiving and

opening lenders

Place where tender form,
schedule etc will be sold &
receved

Ehgibility of contractors

Work of supply and installation
(hospital building area) of 50 KVA 3-
phase pole-moufited transformer
inside Dumki Thana Health Complex
at Patuakhal.

Tk 3,69 527/-

Tk 7.391/-
19.11.96 during office hours.
20.11.96 up to 12.00 Noon and wil be
opened at 12.15 PM on the same day
(in presence of interested
contractors)

From all Divisions under Public Works
Directorate Circle, Barisal Division
and 1/2 of Khuina Zone, Public Works
Diwrectorate

Publc Works Dweclorate's 1st Class
and Public Works Directorate Khuina
Zone's 2nd class elecincal
mechamcal contractorsrms having
ABCB.C hsence

8. All other details can be collected from the office of the undersigned

during office hours.

DFP-25375-6M1
G-1506

Md Ekramuzzaman

Executve Engineer

Directorate of Pubkc Works Divesson

Patuakhab



