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One million v1ct1ms of sex trade

250m child labourers of Third
World subjected to abuse

GENEVA. Nov 12: Some 250
million children aged five to 14

ut to work in the third
wrllguﬂm in hazardous condi-
tions and subject to violence
and sexual abuse. the Intern-
ational Labeur Organisation
ﬂr in a new report today. says

About 61 per cent of child
workers or nearly 153 million
are in Asia. Some one million
l:hill:tren in Asia are victims ol
the sex trade, according to the
re
pxlfbltica. however. has the
highest incidence of child
labour with around 40 cent
of all five to 14-year-old and 32
per cent of the entire child pop-
ulation at work in Latin
America, only around seven per
cent work.

The ILO estimates that about
120 million children are now
full time and 130 mil-

lion -time, the number ol
those tough to be working full
time is double that published by
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activists have been arrested on sus-
of involvement in an arson attack on a house last
month, newspapers reported Monday. AP reports from

They said the three men were char
on a house in Sanad. 12 kilometres
tal, Manama. causing extensive damage to the building and de-
parked in the garage. No one was hurt. They
statement as sa
— Raed Ali Jassim bu-Hussain, Nayef Youse{
nl Sumalkh — had confessed to the crime before an investigat-
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sion at an Australian ammunition facto
as like "an atomic bomb”, kil
day and shook owns up to 50 kms l3{] miles)] away, Reuter re-

8.30 amn (2130 GMT). polee -hm!
w thednushr

- . and thd siren/ aned | knew it was a disaster.” Mulwala reési-
ﬂem Clive M&€ awiey told Australian Broadcasting Corporation
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Czech secret service chief
chief of the Czech secret service resigned Monday after being
accused of spying on government officials. AP reports frnm

Zedillo will be the flirst Mexican
The two couniries establis

Gaddafi threatens action against

the ILO earlier this ye

Pockets of child tahuur also
industrialised

the United

exist in many
countries. including

States. [taly. Portugal, and
Britain, the UN Ssnc says
noting the use of ch ur in

agriculture and in immigrant-
run sweatshops.

To combat the problem the
ILO is urging rapid adoption ol a

new convention that would ban
the most venal forms ol child

labour.

The most humane strategy
must ... be to focus scarce re-
sources on the most intolerable
form of child labour such as
slavery debt bondage, child
prostitution and work in haz-
ardous occupations and indus-
tries and the.very young espe-
cially girls.

ILO Director General Michel
Hansenne is confident a new
convention can be ratified by
2000. The goal. he told reporters
Monday. is to eliminate the
most odious forms of child
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R‘J.laslan Pr::a:dent Boris Y:Esm appears my be making a s y

quintuple bypass surgery and is expected to be
the end of the
Michael DeBakey said Monday. AP reports from Houston.
He said the chances of Yeltsin surviving another 10 years are
" "This is a very rapid recovery considering the ex-
ration and the e:xtcnt of his heart condition.”
at a Houston news conference a day after return-
"His heart is now functioning very well,”
said. "This is what I had hoped to occur and predicted

reco

year. renowned heart sur-
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nislav Devaty's resignation came only day's before elec-
tions for a new Czech Senate. a contest that will test the
Veclav

Klaus minority government

sition Social Democrats. Devaty denied the

st the oppo
:g:':u. A former anti-communist dissident. he had beaded the
1992. Vice Premier Jozef Lux on

Friday accused Devaty of spying on him and other government
;’nad learned of documents that proved he

had been monitored by the secrel service three years ago.

to visit Seoul:

Mexican Frrﬂdenl Ernesto Zedillo will make a three-da

o’ South Korea late this month. officials said Tuesday.

ﬂ!ll

During his visit scheduled for Nov. 28-30, Zedillo will meet

with President Kim Young-sam to discuss ways
said Yoon yoe-joon. Kims chie

of strengtheni

esident to visit South
diplomatic relations in

formation of EUROFOR

LONDON. Nov |2 Libyan
leader Moammer Gaddal
warned Italy. France, Spain
and Purtu%al on Monday thait
Libya would retaliate againsi
their new rapid intervention
force by helping the [RA in
Britain, and similar groups in

other Eur an countries. in-
cluding the Balkans. reports
AFP.

In remarks carried on
Libyan television monitered
here. Gaddafi said NATO was
behind the establishment of the
250-man intervention force
(EUROFOR) in Florence on
and this was terrorism
and a threat to peace. for Libya
and its neighbours.

Gaddafi said Libva viewed
the lorce as a declaration ol
war He said Libva had
sulted its Arab

Egvpt. and had fu

LiMi

bours and
llv mobilised

its armed forces
This is lerronsm
threat Lo peace

and a

“1 have informed the leaders |

of the Arab states whom [ con

tacted yesterday that we have
declared full mobilisation and
we will be heading for the
shores of the Mediterranean
and will have our fingers on the
Lrigger. because that European
force has been formed and ils
objective has been defined The
only thing left was an order Lo
attack our independent states
and enter mto our homes.

“They are waging war This
is considered a declaration of

war by Europe..

“This is a new adventure a
new inlernational terrorism
and we utterly reject 1. We Lo-
tally reject the notlon that tius
force be named the rapid de-
ployment force i the eastern
and southern MediterTanean

Iahmnr in ten
‘Of all wnrkin children,
those bound in slavery and

forced fléud lr?eh?ﬂ{) are the most
im rile t r rt says.

rdren are mcm;ﬂ]:;ﬂ be-
ing bought and sold across na-
tional rders by organised
networks,” it adds, saying al
least five are known to exist.

There are no firm estimates
on how many children work in
domestic service because of the
“hidden" nature of the job. But
studies in Indonesia, for exam-
ple. show that there are around
400,000 child domestic workers
in Jakarta and "up to five mil-
lion in the country as a whole.”

Children are often crippled
physically being forced to work
too early in life.

A su in the Phillippines
for example found that more
than 60 per cent of working
children were to chem-
ical and biological hazards and
that 40 per cent experience seri-
ous injuries or illnesses. Being

forced to work,
school.

Tndnjr'iutlmd"lack of ndh:cq:aunn
is especially damagi ause
both individual and societal
well-being increasingly tﬁe
on literacy. numeracy in-
tellectual cmnpct:n:ﬁe the re-

sa

A nat of international
treaties and conventions are in
force that seek to protect chil-
dren from loitation, such as
the United Nations convention
on the rights of the child and
the ILO's convention no 138, but
enforcement is often weak.

they miss

"The world community
should manifest its commit-
ment to act in solidarity by
adopting an international con-
vention which forbids all ex-
treme forms of child labour.
Such a convention. would fill in
the Eﬁaps in current interna-
tional legal instruments ... and
sel r:l:;u' priorities for national
and international action. the

report says.

International

4 Egyptians get
life-term for
airliner hijjacking

CAIRO, Nov 12: Two
Egyptian men and two
received terms

up lo Monday for hijacking

an airliner to Libya in a con-

lused bid to force an end to what
he called Israel's occupation of

Arab land, reports AP.

The Supreme State Security
Court found the main defen-
dant, Mohamed Mahmoud
Selim, 43, guilty and sentenced
him to life with hard labour,
which is 25 years in Egypt.

On March, 17, Selim, his son
and a nephew hijacked the
Egypt Air plane from the south-
ern resort town of Luxor with
145 people on board. They
threatened to set off explosives
but released the passengers in

Libya unharmed and surren-
dered.

Selim told investigators that
he hijacked the plane to try to
force Israeli troops to leave oc-
cupied Palestinian territories
Al 1o stop thie United Nations
from imposing sanctions on
Sudan.

He also said he was under the
influence of alcohol and drugs.

Judge Samir Abul-Maaty
said the court rejected Selim's
claims ol temporary insanity

l and being dru;-.rged

Pak caretaker govt intensifies

austerity drive

ISLAMABAD, Nov 12 : Pak-
istan’'s caretaker government
Monday strengthened its aus-
terity drive, scrapEmg ousted
premier Benazir Bhutto's plan
to purchase an aircraft for gov-
ernment leaders, Information
Minister Irshad Ahmed
Hagqani said, reports AFP.

A cabinet meeting chaired by
interim Prime Minister Malik
Meeraj Khalid also decided to
revert to a six-day wurkm%
week “to increase the output o
the government departments’,
Haqqani told a news conference
here.

From now on the weekly
holiday in Pakistan will be ob-
served on Friday only. the tra-
ditional Muslim holiday, with
Thursday a half-day. he said.

Under the Benazir govern-
ment, Fridays and Saturdays
were holidavs.

The week-old government
also suspended the sale of
shares of Burmah Castrol and
Pakistan Petroleum Limited
(PPL) to the private Hashoo
Group. and blocked the privati-

sation ol the Qadirpur gas fields
while directing the ministry of
petroleum, and natural
sources to “thoroughly re-ex-
amine " the schemes and report
back to the cabinet for a final
decision.

President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari sacked Benazir on
November 5, citing maladmin-
istration and corruption and
holding her administration re-
sponsible for thousand of extra
judicial killings.

He suspected irregularities
in the privatisation projects.
Haqgani claimed Benazir's

to buy a gulfstream ex-
ecutive jet for VIP use would
cost 11 million dollars.

The caretaker government
has launched an austerity drive
since taking over following
Leghari's sacking of the Benazir
government.

Hagqgani said the govern-
ment had also decided to drop
the idea of reconfiguring the
interior of a Boeing 747 plane
for VVIP use as it would have
cost six million dollars.

Similarly the cabinet said
that a Boeing 737 aircraft re-
served for the VVIPs should be
returned to Pakistan interna-
tional airlines.

He hoped the next govern-
ment, due to take over after
promised polls in February.
would not make the “"same
mistake against™ by reversing
the caretakers' decision.

The government also decided
to cancel licenses for Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) which it
said were granted on a political
basis. Names of political li-
censes would be made public
shortly. Haqqani added.

The government will also
examine the allotment of resi-
dential plots by the previous
government on a political basis
and take necessary steps in this
regard. Haqgani added.

He said an accountability
bill to be enacted soon would
take into account all issues of
corruption and decide cases in
an “effective. ellicient and im-
partial manner.”
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Firvlighters try

tao contain Lhe

petroleum installation exploded 1n

flames uller a storage

day At least ten people were injured in the blast
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Canada WI“IHE to head mulunauonal force

OAU calls for speedy deployment

of int'l force in Eastern Zaire

ADDIS ABABA Nov |2 The
Organisation of Afncan Unity
on Monday called for the speedy
deployment of an international
force carrying a clear mandate

a million refugees

to hel
l.rapém Eastern Zaire with
oul . reports AFF

In a statement issued here
the OAlU demanded immedi
ately the rapid deployment of a
neulral force “"with a clear
mandate” in the troubled Great
Lakes region straddling the
borders of Zaire, and Rwanda.

The meeting of the OAU's
conflict prevention mechanism
in the Ethiopian capital gath-
ered government officials from
17 countries. but Zaire itsell

was not represented.

France has urged that a force
ol some 5 000 troops be sent Lo
Eastern Zaire to open humani
larian corridors and protect aid
workers. but he UN Security
Council on Saturday postponed
a decision unul November 20
pending a report

US State Department
spokesman Nicholas Burns
said earlier on Monday that
Washington was not yet willing
to commit itself 1o intervention
because “there is no coherent
plan.”

Rebels who have seized con
trol of the Eastern Zairian
towns of Goma and Bukavu. the
main aid centres hel Lhe
refugees up until now raw said
they will allow a humanitarian

corridor only on condition that
absolutely impartial forces” be
deployed

AP adds: Alrican leaders
saul Monday that the United
Nations should pay feor
Alricans to join a proposed
mulunational nulitary force Lo

help more a1 nalhon
Rwandan reliiges i hight
from fighting i 1. ~icrn Zaire.

The demaiul «.aune at the

opening mecting of the 17-
member Organisation,
Another AFP report says .

Canada is willing to head a pro-
wsed multinational force that

would be deployed to Eastern
Zaire on a humanitarian mis-
sion. diplomatic sources said in
New York Mondav
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King Hussein of Jordan (R) greets Indonesian President Suharto upon his arrival in Am-
man Monday. Suharto arrived Amman for a four-day visit at the invitation of King Hus-
sein. The President of the world's most populous Muslim country will begin talks Tuesday
with Kind Hussein and high-level Jordanian officials on how to develop bilateral rela-

17 BJP men held
]lﬁssWarld

BANGALORE, Nov 12: Miss
World contestants and officials

flew in here today. to be greeted
by guns and roses. Each of the

beauty contest's 89 entrants was

given a p-trsunal bodyguard af-
ter in from the

_vchcl :5 In the early hours,
reports AFP

They were then ferried in
[ive coaches to their hotel, with
two armed guards in each vehi-
cle and 35 armed commandos
also in the convoy

The contest. wﬁit:h ends here

on November 24, has aroused
continuing controversy. with
Hindu nationalists and femi-
nists pledging to disrupt the
event.

Bangalore police commis-
sioner FC Burman said 17
members of the Bharatiyva
Janata Party (BJP. Indian
People's Party). who claim the
pageant is a threat to Indian
culture. had been arrested out-
side the airport while another
200 protesters with "go back”
hanners had been moved on,

ali finds n

reason of US-

opposition to
reelection’

WASHINGTON,. Nov 12
Boutros Boutros-Ghali says he
cannot understand why
President Clinton opposes his
re-election as U.N secretary
general. “Not a clue.” he said in
an interview with the
Washington Times published
Monday, reports AP,

Asked if he felt U.S
Ambassador Madeleine
Albright has a personal

vendetta against him. Boutros-
Ghali said

“"Not a personal vendetta,
but a kind ol incomprehension
about the role of the U N and its
importance. not only for the
community of nations but for
| the US."

Boutros-Ghali said he had
tried to get an answer hoth from

Albright and from US
Secretary ol State Warren
Christopher but hie saud neither
has responded to hun directly

s0 he can defend his work

He said Christopher came to
his home in May to inform him
ol U

S opposition to his re-elec
tion but gave no reason, says
first government sponsored
protram to distribute a lree

il of anti AIDS drugs to
victims of the disease on
Monday

A cocktail made up ol two
older AIDS medicines plus a
new class called protease in-
hibitors is the latest innova
tion in AIDS therapy. signifi
cantly reducing levels of the
AIDS virus in patients blood
and prolonging the lives of
many of the disease's victims.

But the anti- AlDS cocktail
rosts around dirs 800 a month.
more than many AIDS victims
can afford in Brazil. where
about two thirds of the popula
tion makes dirs 336 a month or
less.

“As far as | know it's the
first program in the world
where the government is s
laﬂni the distribution o
anti-AIDS cocktail

the

tions and on the Middle East peace process.

— AFP/UNB photo

Visiting US Senator says

Attacks on Suu Kyi can
lead to bans against junta

PHNOM PENH. Nov 12: At-
tacks on Myanmar opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi were
"unacceptable” and could lead to
sanctions against the Myanmar
ruling junta. visiting US Sena-
tor John MeCain said here
Monday. reports AFP.

McCain in Cambodia for
talks with government offi-
cials, met Aung San Suu Kyi in
Yangon on Sunday and dis-
cussed the attack 24 hours ear-
lier in which a mob pelted her
motorcade with rocks. Aung

San Suu Kyi said government
dgernts were to blame.

‘We discussed the inridf:nl
and the events surroundin
the Arizona Republican tol[]
AFFP following an American
Veteran's Day ceremony at the
home of the US ambassador to
Cambodia.

My impression is that Aung
Sail Suu Kyi was obviously not
receiving the security she
needed. he said adding the at-

tacks were unacceptable and
obviously the circumstances

surrouiiding them are inappro-
priate.

McCain said he would con-
sider introducing sanctions
against the Myanmar junta
pending the results of a gov-
ernment investigation into the
incident which Yangon's intel-
ligence chief Khim Myunt
promised him would be under-
taken.

Introducing sanctions de-
pends on the results ol their in-
vestigation and what they do to
iry 1o prevent things like this
lroni happening again. MeCain
said.

Hopefully in the next few
days or week we will have a bet-
ter idea of what happened. he
said adding that Khin Nynt and
other members of the State Law
and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC) had told him the at-
tacks were "unwarranted and
unacceptable.”

Cyclone-hit Andhra

MASALIDIPPA. india. Nov'
12  In the best of times, life is
hard in this fishing village: no
electricity. no telephone. no
school. no health centre. no
paved road, reports AF

But after the fury of the cy
clone that hit southern Indian
coast. hardship turned to
tragedy. In every second family,
someone is dead or missing and
presumed dead.

As elders from remote vil
lages report the lists of casual-
ties and the missing across two

districts of Andhra Pradesh
stale. the death toll from last
week s cyclone could cross
2 ()

So far. 708 victims have

been identified. said state Reliel
Conunissioner HS Brahama. At
least 250 coastal villages were
submerged under rain and sea
walter

"We know the magnitude of
the cyclone, but we have to go by
proper documentation and only
(hen we can sayv this particular
lead body is of a cyclone vic-
titm. Brahama told The Associ-
ated Press from Hyderabad.”

Rescue teams were still look-
ing tor 1.200 fishermen who
were caught at sea "Their fate is
not knowti. All of them could be
dead.” said the Chiel Minister
Chandrababu Naidu. the state s
chiel executive

He said helic nptrrh which

Int'l emergency aid convoy enters into

GOMA., Zaire. Nov 12: Al
Goma's main hospital. Dr
Patrick Baluba desperately
needs the drugs and medical
supplies brought into this rebel-
controlled town Monday by in-
ternational aid agencies. re-
ports AP

Shelling wrecked his last
working ambulance, he's run-
out of antibiotics. and all
of the streichers. wheelchairs
and even operating trolleys
were looted by maimed and
wounded Rwandan refugees
fleeing a rebel offensive two

werks ago.
"We're in a sad state.” said
Baluba. the I's technical

director. "More than half my
stafl has fled into the forests,
and I'm having to turn away
many patienis because | don't
have t right drugs to treat

them.”

Across the road at Unmnity
Stadium. aid workers d 16
trucks and jeeps carrying lood
and emergency medicines. then

haggling with local rebel

icials to get the supplies 10
Goma's three hospitals.

Rebel leader L.aurrm Kabila
agreed over the weekend to al-
low aid agencies into eastern
Zaire. where fighting in the past
month sent more than 1 mil
hon refugees fleeing into foresis
and mountains without food or
waler.

“The longer we wait, the
more serious it gets.” said
Samantha Bolton
spokeswoman for Doctors
Without Borders, one of 12
groups that managed to get sup-
plies in Monday after a long
delay at the Rwandan-Zairian

was
for a week. a fraction ol Goma's
80 000 remaining residents

border

The aid arriving Monda
to feed 2.500

many of whom have had no ac

cess (o fresh food for |10 days.

Townsfolk were selling ba
nanas. ondons and cabbages al a
roadside market. Bread rolls in
plastic sacks were strung up In
rickety kiosks But prices were
prohibitive for most

"We still have clients but no
body has money to buy much
more than bread and
said Alain Bailly at the Chez

Grez bakery situation is
catastr

Wit houwt milit v protection.
there was no v e | getting aid

to the hundres|- ﬂff wousands of
Rwandan Huiu rviugees scat
tered farther west

between rebels an

troops.
Tutsis they wanted to drive out

ol Zaire,

Fighting since ea dy {z,l;tuirr
irian

including the Zairian

ooted more
andan Hutu
150.000

has u
than | | million
refugees, nearl

Burundian Hutu r and an
unknown number Zairians
Foreign aid workers fled the

region more than a week ago

Although Baluba welcomed
Motday s aid e ~ i 11 was A
drop in the ocean of need

wasinng over Goma.

The hospital operates with
no electricity or running water
Its 40 patients lie in rancid
smelling wards. thetr dressings
grubby. their faces lined with
despa
aluba said only 80 of his
180 stafl were working. and
they hadnt been paid for

mwonths.

The rest have fled into the
forests. just like the Rwandan
refugees.” he said. "If the .
cies want to help us here, t n
have plenty of work to do~

He told how doctors had
tended hundreds of Zairians
and Hutu refugees wounded in
the fighting. Then. as the rebels
approached Goma. even the
mosi serously wounded fled

They took all the
wheelchairs. the stretchers. the
trolleys. crutches — anything
that helped them get away.” he
said.

Then a grenade landed in the
hospital's outdoor outpatient
department and knocked out
Baluba's last running ambu-
lance

‘I'm having to turn people
away because | have not even

Goma

anti-malaria or anti-diarrhoea
drugs.” he said. "We'll accept any
help — we have no choice now
but to live from aid.”

The fighting has rekindled
international concern aboul
the region after the 1994 mas-
sacre of a half-million Tutsis
w Hutus in Rwanda and the

utus exodus Iinte Zaire and
other neighbouring countries

The Rwandan Hutu refugees
were joined by former members
of the Rwandan Hutu army and
militiamen. who have used the
UN camps as bases to attack
Rwanda. now under a Tutsi gov
ermnment.

Some Alrican leaders say
the root cause of the current
crisis was the failure ol the aid
agencies to separate the Hutu
soldiers from the refugees when
they first arrived.

- lew’ over thel Bay ufalﬂehnal

lound no trace of them. “The

Coast Guard is now searching
for bodies.”

Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment spokesman BP Acharaya
said he did not expect the over-
all death toll te ‘rise above
2.000).

UN body approves

resolution for
N-free South Asia

UNITED NATIONS. Nov 12:
By an overwhelming margin, a
UUN committee approved a reso-
lution calling for establish-
ment of a nuclear free zone in
South Asia despite opposition
by India, the region's biggest
country, reports AF.

The non-binding resolution
was approved Monday by the
UN committee on a disarma-
ment and security by a vote of
1 30 to three with eight ahsten-
tions.

The full, 1585 member
(seneral Assembly is expeoted to
approve the resolution when it
comes to a vote in the next few
weeks. It calls on countries of
south Asia to renounce the de-
velopment and use of nuelear
WeAPONS

-Undﬂll'd |I]:!'I siumn an RAF H;mh ji'l trlmlr which hl.l

just secured a huge

1 bilion order from Australia.

Australia's Defence Minster lan McLachlan announced
that the Hawk had been selected as the new trainer

aircraft for the

Australia Defence Force, and the order

for 40 of the jets turns the plane into one of the most

successful British exports ever

— AFP/UNB photo



