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SPORTS TALK

Thomas Muster

I never ever won a match on

my birthday. The jinx goes on
Said after his round de-

feat to unseeded American

Chris Woodruff at Lyon Open.

DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT cockfighting is a sport

of placing specially trained
gamecocks in a pit or on a stage
to light each other, The cocks
ire placed beak to beak and
then released. fighting until one
is killed, can iighl no longer. or
refuses to fight. Often the cocks
are equipped with silver or steel
spurs. Betting on the outcome of
fights is usual.

Coc kllghhnp{ was practised
extensiv r_-hr in ancient Persia.
Greece and Rome. Popular in
England of centuries, it was
prohibited by Parliament in

1849. It is illegal in most of the
United States Cockhghting is
still popular today in parts of

Asia and Latin America.
No wonder the price of
chicken is going up by the day.
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v Tieck the Correct Answers

Competition closes : 8 pm
November 22, 1996)

1 | Who won the Titan Trophy?
S. Alrica

2 | Howmany one-day matches
has Wasim Akram played
to capture 300 wickets”

india Australia

206 207 208

3| The 13th M Hossain IM
chess championship was
won by

Zia Reefat M. Lodh

4 | Who clinched the top posi
tion in the 16th national
age-group swimming chami-
pionship?

BESP | American Intl School | Biman

5 | Which country will host the

1998 Commonwealth
Games?
Malaysia | England | Hong Kong
Name .
Class .. Roll No
School Address
Phone: (M any) ......occcocimimromsnss

Steffi withdraws

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsyl-
vania. Nov 11: World tennis
number one Steffi Graf of Ger-
many has pulled out of a
450.000-dollar WTA Tour event
here. still troubled by a sore
knee, reports AFP.

- JOHANNESBURG,

{B Nov 11: Egypt and
|

Morocco went on

rranc e oo scorin sprees

soctos while a and

South a disa-

ppointed in World Cup action
this wevkend, reports

The Egyptians crushed

Namibia 7-1 and Morocco oul-
classed Sierra Leone 4-0. but
Hi%rria took 86 minutes Lo seal
a 2-0 win over Burkina Faso
and South Alrica battled to de-
teat Zaire 1-0

Fans jamined the streets ol
Cairo with their cars, waving
lags and honking horns. after
Egypt became the lirst count
o score seven goals in an all-
Alrican tie.

Several decades before or-
ganised football began on the
continent, Was Pharaohs
struck seven past Asian repre-
seinlatives Palestine in a quali-
fier lor the 1934 World Cup.

Ali Maher was the chief
tormentor of Namibia, scoring
in the opening minute and go-
mg on to complete a hattrick
while veteran Hossam Hassan
siriick two late goals.

Morocco netted three times
within eight minutes soon after
half-time to complete a 4-0 rout
of Sierra Leone. who were
drafied in last week after
Burundi withdrew due (o eco-
nomic sanctions.

Nigeria fielded nine ol the

Kremlin Cup
goes to Goran

MOSCOW. Nov 11; Croat
Goran Ivanisevic rewarded the
Kremlin Cup organisers for giv-
ing him a wild card entry by
winning the title beating Rus-
sian favourite Yevgeny Kalel-
nikov 3-6. 6-1. 6-3 here on Sun-
day — his fifth title of the sea-
son, reports AFP.

lvanisevic, sporting a newly
grown pony-tail, handed Kafel-
nikov. ranked third in the
world one place above the
Croat, his second successive fi-
nal defeat — Sweden's Thomas
Engvist beat him in the Paris
Indoor final last week.

"I would like to think the or-
ganisers who gave me a wild
card berth,” the 25-year-old
Ivanisevic said.

“Lasl Year | shaved my head,
lost in the first round and had
my ears frozen. This time | de-
cided to change my hair style
and look what happened,
“Ivanisevic added.

Kafelnikov, who's ambition
is to replace Pete Sampras at

the top of the world rankings by
the end of the year, sei the
initiative in the openin EE[

breaking Ivanisevic to lea
with a sharp cross-court nrturn
The 23 year-old French
Open winnger. playing in front
of 18.000 [ans including Rus-
sian Prime Minster Victor
Chernomyrdin. held his serve
Lo take the set 6-3.
Ivanisevic. though showed
his fighting quah{u:s in the
second set, despite some bar-

racking from the spectators.

m.ll';ﬂ team
lowly Burkina Faso with nidl
George and Rashidi Yekini re-
lacing Tijani Babagida and
nwnnhlm Kanu. who has a
heart problem.

The expected goal avalanche
never materialised and the ca-

acity 60,000 crowd at the
surulere stadium in Lagos had
to wait 46 minutes before
George created the first goal for
Daniel Amokachi.

Jonathan Akpoborie, a con-
sistent scorer in Germany. and
1994 African footballer of the

ar Emmanuel Amunike were

ought on to bolster the super

Eﬂgﬂ attack .
ut the Burkinabe. who con-

ceded seven goals on their pre-
vious visit to Nigeria five years

. soaked up un-
muur minutes from full time
when Ainokachi struck again.

IEgypt hog the headlines

Alrican champions South
Africa looked lethargic as they
battled to overcome a Zairean

team which arrived Iin
Johannesburg less then four
hours before the kickofl.

The s had missed a

flight from Turkey. where they
set up a training ¢ , and were
missing several European-
based stars amid rumours of a
dispute.

Pa?ila“ﬂn'haltd forward
Philemon Masinga snatched
the winner after 72 minutes,
hammering a low cross from
Jerry Sikhosana past impres-
sive goalkeeper Nkombe
Tokala.

Masinga, often the target of
hostile local supporters. imme-
diately ran to a section of the
70.000 crowd at FNB stadium
with his hand covering his

mouth.

:t-'*’;:-_?;‘“:ﬂfﬁﬁ}lﬂ;ﬁ' i ,.%
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Zalrean gﬂalkeeper Tnkala gets huld nf lhe ball in an
aerial duel with two South African players during a World
Cup qualifier in Jehannesburg on Nov 8. South Africa

won 1-0.

AFP/UNB photo

Stockholm Open Enqvist's

S~TOCKHOLM. Nov
| 1 Sweden's top
player Thomas
Enqvist won his
second tourna-
ment in eight days

his Stockholm

by retaining
Open title with a 7-5, 6-4, 7-6 (7-
0) victory over American Todd

Martin on Sunday,
Reuter.

Third seed Engvist. who won
the Paris Open last Sunday, de-
feated second seed Martin in a
128-minute battle by racing
through the final set tie-break.

The victory also secured En-

vist, 22, the reserve berth at
the ATP Tour World Champi-
onship, the world's most lucra-
tive tennis tournament which
starts in Hanover on November
19
ATP spokesman Benito
"erez-Barbadillo said Engvist's
triumph put him ahead of
South African Wayne Ferreira,
a first round loser. for the re-
serve place in the event which
brings together the world's top
eight players for a top prize of
up to 1.4 million dollars.

Just attending as reserve is

worth 40,000 dollars, but En-

reports

I qvist said going as reserve was
I

10t the same as heing one of the

lop eight.

"This time it is a little bit
different because | am not earn-
ing my place, " said Engvist
who got through to the semifi-
nals at last year's ATP Tour
Championship.

‘It does not feel the same as
it did last year.”

Enqvist, who also won in
Delhi earlier this year, will lead
his country against France in
the Davis Cup final in Malmo
late this month.

Martin. 26. aced Enqgvist 21
times in the match and was
aced 14 times in retum.

Engvist. already hailed as
the successor to Stefan Edber
who is retiring this year, gain
the first break of serve in the
third game.

The fifth game went through
nine deuces before Enqvist took
it, then Martin broke back in
the 10th game to square the set
before the Swede broke him
immediately and held serve for
the set.

By the time Enqvist won the
second set after two breaks of
scrve, the crowd's cheering and
lootstamping in support of En-
qvist was visibly irritating
Martin,

“That's too good. Martin
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OAKLAND. California. Nov

against Stockholm.” snapped
the American.

They played in equal terms
lo 6-6 in the third set before
Engvist sealed his victery in
the tiebreak.

The win capped a season
which for Enqgvist began indif-
ferently but ended on a

"I moved really well on the
court and that is the big key to
beating Martin.” Enqgvist said.
1 played well and 1 think he
djcii"tt play his best. He can play
better than this."

Hingis too hot

wE g i ,
. KB {

11: Sixteen-year-old Swiss sen-
sation Martina Hingis needed
just 52 minutes to rout world
number-two-Monica Seles 6-2,

6-0, here Sunday in the final of.

the Oakland WTA event, reports
AFP,

"Seven years ago, | was nine
and [ would see here on televi-
sion.” Hingis said of Seles.

"Now | had her in front of me
and I beat. It was like a dream
coming true.”

Hingis. ranked seventh in
the world, picked up a winner's
cheque for 79,000 dollars and
collected her second WTA title
of the year. She also won in
Filderstadt last month.

"Today | had an almost
fect match. Everything worked
well," Hingis said after winning
what was her first-ever clash
with Seles.

"It was much closer then
whal the score shows."

Hingis made it clear that her
next aim is to win a Grand Slam
Crown starting with
January's Australian Open.

"Now | would like to win a
Grand Slam tournament,” she
said. "That could be next year.

Seles, who had been bidding
for her sixth title of the year at
the 450,000-dollar event, still
earned enough points by
reaching the final to ensure she
will return to being joint world
number-one with Steffi Graf
when the new rankings are
published on Monday.

U

(Reuter): Favourites Bosnia
handed Slovenia their fourth
successive World Cup qua

ing defeat when they scored a 2-
] victory in Group One on Sun-
d‘yﬁu loss, which left Slovenia
with no chance of reaching the
World Cup finals, came in the

first of the two ex-Yu-

oslav r teams since
glmmh gained independence
in 1991.

It was Bosnia's second vic-
tory against two defeats in the

Bosnia set the early pace and

striker Elvir Bolic the
scoring in the fifth minute
when he ploughed through

Slovenia's wtah defence and
fired in a high shot over goal-
keeper Bosko Boskovic's head.

CROATIA

ZAGREB. Nov 11 (Reuter):
Greece surprisingly held Croa-
tia 1-1 in World Cup qualifier
on Sunday to remain top ol Eu
ropean Group One.

Four Croats and five Greeks
were booked in a matcly riddied
with niggling fouls.

The Greeks stunned the
hosts by taking the lead /n the
ninth minute when Demis
Nikolaidis fired home from the

edge of the alty area.
Alen Boksic volleyed against
post but the Croats finally

r{uallmd just before halftinye
ern Davor Suker pounced on i1
loose ball and found a gap be-
tween two break defenders and
the goalkeeper.

Another Suker eflort was
disallowed for offside and Bok-
sic's low-lefl-footer shaved a
post minutes later

US BEAT

TRINIDAD

RICHMOND, Virginia, Nov
11 (Reuter): The United States
recorded their sixth consecutive
shutout in World Cup qualify-
ing and took sole possession of
first place in their Concacal

roup with a 2-0 win over
rinidad and Tobago Sunday.

Sweeper Thomas Dooley
broke the scoreless tie in the
52nd minute with a head ball
after taking a cross from the

right side from Jell Agoos.

Forward Eric Wynalda, oll a
feed from US captain John
Harkes. fired a 25-metre blast

ast goalkeeper Haydon
%mmn for the clincher in the
S4th minute.

It was the second victory in
two matches for the United
States. who blanked Guatemala
2-0 last week in Washington.

The defeat virtually elimi-
nated Trinidad , who have lost
and tied at home.

YUGOSLAV'S WIN

BELGRADE, Nov 1] (Reuter):
Real Madrid ‘striker Predrag
Mijatovic fired ;n lﬂlhﬂninutt

Lo sustain AS
Fo‘ll record in the "f"'m-m gﬂ up
qualifiers with a 1-0 win
:1gamst the Czech Republic 1-0
Sunday.

Yugoslavia head Euro
Group Six with 12 points
four wins in four matches am:l
an 18-2 goals record., having

reviously beaten the Faroe Is-
Emds twice and Malta.

ﬂ..l'l

The Czech republic are third,
eight points bchmd the leaders
but with a in hand.

Yugoslavia's early offensive
was rewarded when Mijatovic
slotied tue ball past per
Pavel Srinicek al* g a
pass from Draga. ic
and storming down the g

NORWAY UNBEATEN

BERNE. Switzerland, Nov 11
(Reuter): Midfielder Oyvind
Leonhardsen extended Norwav s
100 per cent record in their
World Cup qualifying campaign
with the decisive goal as they
beat  Switzerland 1-0 on
Sunday.

Leonhardsen's strike aller
32 minutes was enough to keep
Norway top of European Group
Three with three victories in as
many matches.

e Swiss, now third in the
group and six points off the
pace. initially contained the
Nnrwa an attack which had
hit eight goals in the two previ-
oOus games.

Stoichkov ends
self-exile

SOFIA;, Nov ll1: Volalile
striker Hristo Stoichkov has
promised Bulgaria's newly
elected President Petar Stoy-
anov that he will play for the
national side in their World
Cup qualifier away to Cyprus in
December, re Reuter.

Stoichkov. who played for
Barcelona, missed Bulgaria's
first two qualifiers after vowing
to quit the team unless the
country's soccer chiefs resigned.

"l cannot refused anything to
my old friend and Bulgaria's
new President.” Stoichkov told
Stoyanov by telephone f[rom
Barcelona. according to local
media.

Stoyanoyv, who won
Sunday's presidential election,
told a news conference in his
home town of Plovidiv on
Tuesday that Stoichkov would
lead the Bulgarians in Nicosia
and the team would win.

"He (Stoyanov) wants me and
Lyuboslav Penev to return to
the national side," Stoichkov
told Tround Daily in an inter-
view.

But he warned he would keep
ml essing for the resignation

Eulgartas football chiefs,
who dropped Penev from the
national team for using insult-
ing words on local television af-
ter the Euro '96 championship
in England.

Penev is a nephew of ex-na-
tional coach Dimitar Penev
who was axed in July after
Bulgaria's poor showing at Euro
96,

The Bulgarian Football
Union has scheduled an ex-
traordinary congress for

o

| January 9.

qwedfn a KF lLI]Et Andernnun iR} nde t.ae:kles Smtlnnds Cnhn Hem:lr;q.T thll"lll.! a Wnrid Gup
gualifying m: atch in Glasgow on Nov 10. The Scots won by a solitary goal.

"You inll'tlu:l:

Gemint New:
apart.

UNtG/ +RIAN football is
being shown on televi
sion. Y wul the regulars in

the 6-3 Bar 11 central Budapest
eould not be i othered to look up
froen their dr inks. This seems
surprising . woeause |1 was
football at its | »est that gave this

Wttl bar its n. 1me. But 43 years
is a long time, and even glorious
memories can  lace

Unj!ﬁ Nowe inber. | 9563 Hung
ary’'s foothtws llers went to
London te pliy England in a

game now regi rded as a water
shed in socce r history. It was

not just that . Hungary tore
England apart — it was the way
in which 1! ¢ bd

It was, con ceded Tom Fin-
ney. who pl.ir ed for England
that night ke cart horses

playing race e rses.” A Hunga-

rian observer pul it more
politely: "What Yyou played was
lndunlry: what we played was
art.”

Hungary hac | some brilliant
individuals —- tt e powerful cen-
tre forward Mar wdor Hidegkuti,
Sandor Kocsics and one of the
greatest attacicirn g Ela:.rcrs of all
time, Ference P 1skas. But the
most remarkal e thing was
their team work which was in-
novative, flexilyl & and intelli-

gent.

The e and | rhysical suren-
gth that had carr | ed England to
previous victories was brushed

aside. The footba | Ling from that
night found ea,tfer disciples
around the worl:1. There are
many who believ ¢ the Hun-
g arians inventec | what the
razilians later pe  rfected.

Forty years late r, in 1993, it
was hard to believer this was the
same footballing 1" 1ation. Only
1.500 fans tur 1ed up at
Budapeﬂ-t s Nepstac! ion — where
100,000 fans saw F lungary beat
England 7-1 in 19 54. capping
their earlier triumyp h in London
to watch the natior: al team play
Luxembourg to c¢ilecide who
would finish botto m of their
World Cup qualifyin g group.

Now, as another anniversary
of 25 November a roaches.
things are not muc h better. A
recent Hungarian m atch in the
ualifiers for the 1 998 World

up ended in a 3-C ' defeat by
Norway. What mak: =s it even

sadder is that nobod y expected
much betier.

"l remember old } reople ::riy
ing when we lailed to qual
for the 1974 World Cup aﬂer
blowing a 3-0 leac 1 against
Sweden.” says Hunga rian foot-
ball writer Attila Bal' lai. "Peo-
ple didn't got to work the next
day and there was b arning ol
flags. But when we failed to
qualily 1994, and wer € beaten
iwice by lceland, that was just
[regarded as] a sports: ¢ vent and
the head coach was al lowed to
stay.

"Now there are no expecta-
tions. Fifteen years ago. wWe won
2-1 in Norway and peoj jle were
disappointed. Now we g o there
with the highest purpose being a

— AFP/UNB photo.

Apszithy rules as Magyars'
miagic moment fades

[football] in the street
all time. More than four

ilraw
Soine lourist idebooks de-
seribed the 6-3 r as a shrine

lo that victory in Loendon. but
the place seems to be infected by
the same apathy that sees
crowds of fewer than 5.000 at
most top division matches

Only two photographs from the
1953 game still cling to the
walls

Puskas, who was briefly put
in charge of the national team
to iry to remedy matters. be
lieves the decay has ?mu' right
te the roots. He told Rogan
Taylor, an Englishman writing
a book on the great Hungarian
inside florward. "The sysiem
has almost collapsed. In
schools, football Is no longer a
popular sport and even worse,
you don't see kids playing in the
street any more,”

After the triumphs over
England. Hungary suffered a
disappointment in the 19
World Cup final, losing to West
Germany .alt::r leading by two
goals. But a much heavier blow
came two years later, when
Soviet tanks crushed the
Hungarian uprising.

At the time,
Hungary's best
abroad with the

Spanish soccer
scene

MADRID. Nov 11: Barcelona
maintained their two-point
lead in the Spanish First Divi-
smn a%il e odds after both

adrid and Depeortivo
Curuna were held to goalless
home draws on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

some of
layers were
ng team,

Barcelona have 28 points
frnm 12 after drawing 3-3
rilling game with

m.lttil:u Madnd on Satu:day.

Real's performance against
struggling Logrones drew whis-
tles from fans who had come to
the Santiago Bernabel stadium
hoping for a goal glut st a
team who had lost 8-0 and 6-0
in their last two away games.

Real chairman Lorenzo Sanz
responded by saying that he
would talk to coach Fabio
Capello about tactics.

It was bad.... | will tell
Capello that the Spamsh league
is dillerent from the Italian,
ainl that the fans want some-
thing more than just results.”
said Sanz after seeing Real's
second consecutive goalless
draw at home.

Capello, who won the Euro-
pean Cup while at AC Milan,
said that he was 'tranquil,” but

ecognised that he was looking
for reinforcements for his
multi-billion peseta squad.

Real stay second on goal dif-
ference from Deportivo, who
had the best of their 0-0 draw
with Tenerife despite having
French striker Mickael Madar
sent off in the 15th minute lor

an oll-the -hall loul on cesar
sanchez.

more,” laments Ference Puskas, one of the

after a historic Hungarian victory,
-mmn lMﬁﬂ#h“‘l-_H”“_m

John Perlman writes from Budapest

Honved. Puskas, who was
signed up Real Madrid. and
four others not return. Nine
players from the national ju-
nior team. also touring Europe.
decided to seek their careers
elsewhere. “A whole generation

of players was lost.,” says
Ballai.

There wa~ .i briel revival in
the 19608 — | hngary was one of

the most skillful teams at the
1966 World Cup but a bribery
scandal in the early 1970s fu-
elled cynicism and the collapse
ol the socialist government in
1989 left teams without the

state patronage that had long

P hirty ;rh‘::-'; ago

no money in football,” Ballal
says. Talent was and
we could al that level.

We were overtaken in terms of
money and there is now a vac-
uum.

Puskas believes another tri-
umph would fill that vacuum.
Hungarians still have a dﬂ:p
love lor the game, but they need
another great success to inspire
them,” he says.

ST

all around iIdemmﬂrﬁdl!ﬂt
to wnitinrmthﬂﬂktthﬂ

Lo

Zoltan Varga recently re-
turned to Hu after 28
years abroad. He taken over

as coach ol his old side, the
country’'s leading club
Ferenvaros. He does dwell on
the great memories of 1953. Teo
much of that, he believes, is
holding back Hungarian soccer.

“One of the bi problems
has been that, | in the fairy
tale, people think Hungarian
football has fallen asleep
ust needs a kiss to wake it up.

t | am not prince,” Varga says.
The past is over and we should
concentirate on the present.”

His ﬂrst pﬂuﬂg is to g
things right at his club: "In
first . 1 went to watch the
youth team. and from what |

saw | invited three players
join first team training. The

that there is youth talent we are
not ing use of.”

He has recruited as his assis-
tant Laszlo Racz, an outstand-
ing performer in the excellent
Sumﬂiun[ﬂnchtelm.’l
we can get it right at
Ferenvaros. it can be an exam-
tg:uthc rﬂ:rufliungarhn
oot Y, sa arga.

'mtﬂy:ﬂthWWi
to have four or five strong

i

e

teams and a big rivairy. That
would be the first R E
works. it might make regu-

lars in the 6-3 Bar look up from
their drinks.
— GEMINI

About the Author: John
Perlman is a South African
freelance journalist based in
mhc 1. Hil:rﬂanf er on
i *
andﬁ::rlychid reporter of the
Sunday Star.
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