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The visiting executives of the
Daewoo company. a Korean i
viestor group. called on « om-
wmerce and Industries Muuster
Tolael Ahmed at his office yes
terday and iniormed himm that
the foreign investors were much
impressed with the lacilities
and icentives ollered by the
new jgovernment., an official
handout said, reports BSS.

They briefed the minister on
their proposed Taka 84 crore
composite textiles project com-
Eri&iﬂﬂ spinning. dyeing and

nitting mills which will create
opportunities for 5,000 em-

ployment.

Thev also Lave similar tex-
tile mills in China. Sri Lanka
amnd ladonesia. the handout
said.

They inlonued the minister
that they were lodking for land
prelerably in Gazipur.

Welcoming the company ol-
licials. the minister assured
them of giving all sorts of gov-
ernment help in setting up their
industry in Bangladesh. He said
the government was giving spe-
cial importance in constructing
backward linkage industries to
jain benefit of Generalised
system of Preference (GSP) im-
posed by World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO). Setting-up of thus
lype of composite textiles mills
will strengthen the competi-
tiveness of Bangladesh knit
garment export industry and
replace the imported yarn with
domestic products. the handout
said.

3-day confce on
‘chald labour 1n
SAARC region’

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria yesterday said the gov-
ernment would provide all-out
facilities for Japanese invest-
ment in Bangladesh and take
every step to remove obstacles
i this regard. reports BSS

The minister was talking to
the visiting Japanese delega-
tion led by Chairman of Japan-
Bangladesh Joint Commitiee
for Commercial and Economic
Cooperation UU Uwatoko at his
ERD office here. an official
handout said.

The Finance Minister said
the government had given top

riority to development ol in-
rastructures and reforms of
relevant laws, rules and regula-
tions for creating a healthy at-

mos hcr;em for foreign invest-
ment i the country.

Kibria termed Aas
a suilable place for investment,
in this regard he referred to
skilled a semiskilled labour
lorce. managerial and sub-
managerial. and technical
manpower available here in
addition to educated and ener-
getic enirepreneurs”° ol
Bangladesh.

Reterring to power shortage
in Bangladesh he expressed the
optimism that the situation
would be improved as prng-
matic measures had already
been taken

Kibiia welcomed the signed
memorandum of understanding
and expressed the hope that the

economic and commercial ties
between the two countries

would further be strengthened

Contraband wine
seized in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Nov 11 : Spe-
cial squad of the Narcotics Con-
trol Department (NCD) seized
215 bottles of contraband wine
and arrested one person [rom
Paraikora of Anwara thana
here last night. official sources
said today. reports BSS

The squad led by Assistant
Director of NCD District Sub-
Zone. Lutfar Rahman, raided a
house and recovered the foreign
liguor
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The wvisiting Japanese delegation led by Chairman of Japan-Bungladesh Joint Committee
for Commerce and Economic Cooperation U Uwatoko met Finance Minister S A M 8 Kibria

at his ERD office yesterday.
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Govt assures all out support
for Japanese investment

in the days to come.

Leader of the Japanese dele-
gmir:dn;d. ‘we are very im-
pres the atmosphere -
vailing here for lrrveﬂmanFI:r

the hope that the ex-
isting excellent relations be-
tween the two countries would
continue to grow further to mu-
tual benefit.

Uwatoko said they would
convey the out-come of their
visit 1o Bangladesh to the busi-
ness community in Japan. Ja-
panese Ambassador to Bangla-
desh Yoshikazu Kaneko and the
Fresident of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of ( om-
merce and Industry Yu-suf
Abdullah Harun were pre-sent
on the occasion.

Wheat seed
Crisis in
Madaripur

MADARIPUR, Nov 11 ' Tar-
r:('l of wheat production may not
e fulfilled due to prevailing
crisis of seeds in the district.

says LNB
According to Agriculture
Extension Department. a

scheme has been taken up to
bring 5.500 hectares of land un-
der wheat cultivation during
the current season

Of the total, only 1000
hectares will be cultivated un-
der irrigation network

According to the [armers.
only 50 metric tons ol seeds
have been sanctioned out of the
total 100 metric tons require-
ment. The farmers said they
cannot arrange seeds for their
prepared lar Meanwhile the
price of seeds has shot up In the
market.
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

Dilly-dallying in project implementation

Improve situation to get more
funds, Bonn asks Dhaka

(rermany. one ol the bhiggesl
Inlateral donors to Bangladesh
resented dilly-dallying in pro-
pect implementation and asked
the government to improve the
situation in several areas for
channeling more funds in the
future, reports UNB.

Speaking in the opening ses-
sion of a three-day Annual Bi-
lateral Negotiation on Devel-
opment Cooperation between
the two countries here yester-
day. Director ol the Federal
Ministry of Economic Coopera-
tion and Development and
leader of the German delegation
Reiner Morbach mentioned
three such areas that need im-
provement.

About Bangladesh govern-
ment's submission of project
proposals. he said the German
government had not received
ANy project proposals under
technical cooperation

He questioned. "Does this
mean that there are not suffi
cient openings or demand in the
prime developmental areas of
technical cooperation? | cannot
imagine that to be the case '

Reiner Morbach said Ger
many had been providing vari
ous goods free ol cost under
technical -cooperation projects
but there arose various com
plexities in customs clearance

In this context. he men
tioned that there are clear
ururrmrmn for swifl customs
i

earance ol the goods bein
provided by Germany Iree u?
charge to Bangladesh for devel
opmentally important projects

He urged the Bangladesh
government! lo lake necessary
steps lor easy and swift customs
clearance

The German official sald the
periods between initial com
mitment and implementation

of technical-cooperation pro-
jt'f'I!\l:rlﬂ.‘ often lIjr !:m long, pri-
marily as a resull ol excessively
long procedure of completion of
the requisite exchange of notes.

He mentioned an extension
project of NIPORT. the draft ex-
change of notes of which began
on November 9. 1995. This ex-
change of notes has. however.
still not been concluded even
t the German side cleared
all the outstanding questions.
he said.

Reiner Morbach expressed
his ish and said the issues
have en raised at several
rounds of government negotia-
tions but there is no tangible
improvement. "1 would there-
lore like once more urgently to
appeal to the Bangladesh side to
take up these probiems.”

He said that in his country
too. the pressure on the public
purse is strong and the compe-
tition for over scarcer funcfli)ltu
is becoming tougher by the day.

"‘Close attention is therefore
paid to see who uses our funding

rffrrnvrlﬁ and deploys it effi-

clently who use the fund-
ing wisely will be in a good po-
sition it comes to future

comumitments, those who do not
musi bear the responsibility for
the rmmrncﬂ that are then
drawn.” the delegation leader
said.

He felt that the administra-
tive decentralisation with the
consequent authorisation for
decentralised implementation
of development cooperation
projects should be introduced as
s0O0m as possible

Reiner Morbach welcomed
the government s intention of
insttutionalising and identify-
ing its cooperation with NGOs.
Capable N should be seen as
partners on the path to the

commot pgoal of sustainable

poverty alleviation and not as
irritating rivals for scarce
donor funds.

rights. popular participation
through decentralisation and
trans cy and responsibil-
ity of government work are to
be accorded particular impor-
tance.

The issues are especially im-

rtant to Germany and re-
erred to the E Parlia-
ment Resolution on October 24
with regard to the human
situation in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

ERD Joint Secretary Abu
Saleh who is Jeading the
Bangladesh side in his speech

la the German tion
in the development of
adesh .
¢ said the economic assis-
tance from had made
significant i t on im -

ing the quality of life in

"*Aby Saieh requested Ger-

many for a ter understand-
ing of 's need for in-
creased assistance to ensure
sustainabil of economic de-
ve it L3
e said despite increased
mobilisation ol internal re-
sources, Bangladesh still needs
higher quantum of foreign as-
sistance in the years to come in
order to achieve target GDP
uwl'tuh rate and to sustain the
evelopinent process.
3 The ERD -.En{:}&metry fur-
ther request r
of food aid for this mrw
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Khan, Junior Vice-President Vitamin a deficiency was a public health problem in at least tion programmes which focus of changing people's behaviour. About 1085 km long roads in ' i LI ;
ﬂi‘;agh Hossain, Sultan 60 countries, affecting about 40 million children. and projects to reduce poverty such as improved infrastructure, northern region under Roads 3e-55- 508N WRUE AW TN 38-1)-wolt WRN Ji0e
i an, Shanﬁzuluﬂuq. About 29 per cent of the world’'s population was at risk from the report suggested. and Highways Department are e afw 4" yooe Wher iy Svfie waawmerw Lb (8]

; o Am?r‘:al :h onir iodine deficiency, and about two billion people were affected by Priority areas for attention included the malnutri- not suitable for Highway traffic waa oo g8re
mldl-de T akLI:{ “:ia.n Kamal iron deficiency. the report said. Women and preschool infants tion/mortality cycle, reduced population growth, employment and heavy vehicles. Moreover, '
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iyt II:] E?] ? one people at all times have access to safe and nutritious food to for community and household self-help through education and roads in the district and thana o ey ¥R

o E\D :% er;E n T?in maintain a healthy, active life." - empowerment, tsp-ﬂ?ial]?l for women. level. i

election on October 28. The Its report on food security and nutrition said that a complex ‘Any consideration ol the costs of nutritional improvement Local people and road ex- (FR TR A TN SETIER USTEe T (TR T (C (W

newly-elected leaders will run
the office for 1996-97 period,
the press release added.

set of factors determined hunger and malnutrition, with

: * forfeited
ple’s knowledge and behaviour among the major causes. Poli-

must also take into account the benefits that would

through non-action." the FAO paper advised. o T e Ofew sRew wfeen e wm
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perts have demanded a -urw.?r
and upgradation of the roads af-
_ ter reconstruction.

- 8%



