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NEWS BRIEFS

JS session adjourned |

The Jatiya Session
was adjourned yesterday till
4:15 pm today Speaker

H yuin id Chowdh
e B )
11:02 last night. |

ALCWC meets
tomorrow

Awami Loague Central Working

Committee [(ALCWC) will be
held tomorrow at Ganabhaban

at 8 pm. Awami League
President and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will preside
over the meeting. said a press
release. reports UNB.

Capt Wahab
sent to jail

Captain (retd) Abdul Wahab
was sent to the Dhaka Central

Jall yesterday after his last
five- police remand in the
Serniabat murder case. Wahab

was arrested on October 22 on
charge ol Bangabandhu murder
and had been in 15 days remand
before the five-day one in the

Serniabat murder case, reports
UNB. =

BCS psychological
test Nov 29

The psychological (writien)
test for the successful candi-

dates of | 7th BCS examinations
will be held at their respective
centres at 930 am on November
29. The candidates. who have
not yet received admit cards for
the test. are advised to contact
the concerned PSC head or re-
gional offices alongwith their

written test admit-
c from November 26-28.
said an official handout yester-
day. They will have to show the
two admit-cards in their exam-
ination centres. the handout
said. reports UNB.

Indian sarees warth
Tk 6.1 lakh seized
By Staff Correspondent

Detective Branch (DB) police

seized sm Indian sarees
worth about 6.1 lakh and ar-
rested one in the city
yesterday. police seized
1850 pieces of sarees when these

were being unloaded from a
truck on Secretiariat Road near
Bangabazar early in the morn-
ing, police said. The arrested
was identified as Emran
ossain. 38, police added say-
ing a gang was involved in
Indian sarees into
the country. The nmumber plate
of the truck in which the goods
were carried was also forged. A
case has been filed with
thana in this connection.

AL leader beaten to
death in Sherpur
SHERPUR. Nov 11: A local

leader of the Awami was

beaten to death at szar?ara

village in Jhmﬂmjﬂt ana

early today. reports 3
Harun. former t of

Jhenaigati thana Awami
League. succumbed to his in-

ries on way to Mymensingh
hﬂww.
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Dhaka, Delhi to boost border

NEW DELHI. Nov 11: India
and Bangladesh today decided
to open up their border trade by
reactivating the existing bilat-
eral agreement as the two coun-
tries reaffirmed their commit-
ments to find a solution to the
vexed issue of lhﬂi%ﬂf the
G water, reports |

decision to up the
border trade was en durin
official talks between Externa
Affairs Minister | K Gujral and
his Bangladeshi counterpart
Abdus Samad Azad here, ac-
to official sources.

The two leaders decided to
resume their parlyes on wide
ranging issues on Wednesday
including the river waters dis-
]Jutt:. The two countries are
ikely to find a solution to the
dispute before the onset of the
next dry season in Bangladesh.

Samad Azad, who is here on
a four-day official visit, also
had a meeting with Water
Resources Minister Janeswhar
Misra.

Tariff concessions for im-

rt of Bangladeshi goods to
ndia and the Chakma refugees
were among other issues which
figured during Gujral's talks
with Samad Azad. the sources
said.

The Bangladesh Foreign
Minister told Gujral that a na-
tional committee has been
formed by the Bangladesh gov-
ernment to look into the
Chakma issue.

Three MPs from adesh
will visit Tripura shortly to re-
assure the Chakmas, who have
fled Chittagong Hill Tracts,
about their rehabilitation when
they returned home.

c{)Lu'ln-.g the meeting with
Samad Azad, Misra expressed
the hope that a solution to the
Ganges water sharing dispute
would be found in tune with the
es of fair and equitable
distribution and rights of the
two countries.

He said official level talks

between the two countries on

the vexed issue since the new
governments were installed in
Noew Delhi and Dhaka this year
were ‘extremely fruitful en-
couraging.” _
Misra told Samad Azad that
India was committed to the a

ch of transpar in solv-
ng the water dispute.
Referring to his talks with

Bangladesh Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak here
last month, Misra said the two
countries had called for ex-
ch data and information
between various official chan-
nels to find an amicable solu-
tion to the ;

Misra and Samad Azad
agreed that the problem had af-
fected people in both the neigh-
bouring countries and that it
was imperative to understand
each other's requirement and
perspective in this regard.

Samad Azad expressed
Bangladesh's appreciation of
the genuine eflorts of the United
Front government to resolve

the water sharing dispute. He
hoped (hat a solution to the wa-
ter sharing problem would give
n new fillip to bilateral ties be-
tween the countries.

BSS adds: Samad Azad also
met Indian Vice President K R
Narayanan, Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Atal Behari Vajpayee and
widow of former premier Rajiv
Gandhi. Sonia Gandhi.

Later 'in the evening while

speaking at an official dinner
hosted Gujral, Samad Azad
said, "l have discerned that

there continues to exist a good-
will for Bangladesh among the
leadership anqn{::o le of this
great country. rm resolve
to move ahead with our rela-
lions is also palpable. All this
has enhanced my confidence
that a solution to all outstand-
ing issues, particularly the con-
clusion of a anent sharing
agreement ol the Ganges waters
before the ounset of the next dry
Ser Page 12 Col 8
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BN’ Chairperson- Begum

a_l;du lia udgmm A pu meeting or
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ganised by the local

unit of Jativatabadi Juba Dal at Savar yesterday protesting killing of its leader and Ward*

Commissioner Majnu.

SAVAR. Nov 11: Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia. whose
party cotted Parliament.
made a call for the people toda
to resist the government whic
she said is out to sell the coun-
tiry's independence and
sovereignty, reports LUUNB.

"Now it's time to resist this
subservient. killer. corrupt and
autocrat government. Prepare
for movement against it.," she

told a huge gathering on the
busy Dhaka-ﬂcha highway at
Savar where Moksed Ali

Mojnu, a leader of her party's
youth front and local ra
commissioner was killed on
E‘iaturdn?r.

The lormer prime minister,
who lost in the last gen
eral election. said the Awami
League came to er at the
mercy of its 'masters’. through
massive rigging and terrorisn
in the June |2 polls

The ruling party has made
all arrangements to make the

AL using Sangsad as
party office : Khaleda

country "a province of a neigh-
bouring country.” she said
protesting the ‘'move to give cor-
ridor’ to India and import elec-
tricity from that country.

atever the ruling Awami
League is doing is to appease
their ‘'masters’. the BNP chief
said. “They are doing everything
for their 18."

The BNP chairperson said at
least 250 people had been
killed, including 30 in police
custody, during the last four
and a hall months of .the
Awami League governiment,

Turmnming to the Parliament
boycott. started on Sunday.
Begum Zia alleged the ruling

arty desecrated the .Jatlya
gan.gnad by using it as party of
fice.

“The Speaker is conducting
the session like a party meet-
ing. They do not allow us to

b then how can we sit
li’llrrrr" she told the public meet
ing

See Page 12 Col 7
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 "Vice:Chancellos

of BAU resigns

From Mizan Al

MYMENSINGH, Nov 11: The
Vice Chancellor of the
Bangladesh Agriculture
University (BAU), Dr Shah
Mohammad Faruque. resigned
vesterday,

According to BAU press re-
lease issued today. the VC sub-
mitted his resignation letter 1o

the Education Minister in
Dhaka.
Dr Faruque had left for

Dhaka on Sunday. the day after
two BALU students were gunned
down on the campus.

Dr Faruque was. however,
asked to continue in office till a
new VC is appointed. the release
ac :
Meanwhile. the Bangladesh
Agriculture University
Teachers Association (BAUTA)
held an anti-terrorism proces-
sion on the campus at around
11 00 am today. The officers
and employees of the university
and students took part in the
procession.

With an uneasy calm pre

See Page 12 Col 2
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3 private cos to offer cellular
phone service by Mar next

Thie government has signed
an agreement with three private
companies paving the wav lor
making cellular mobile Lele-
phones available to the users at
a compelitive prnce, reporis
BSS.

According to the agreement,
the private operators would 1n-
. operate and maintain cel-
lular mobile telephone system
all over the country and it
would go into operation within
four months.

Held in the conference room
of the Minfstry of Post and
Telecommunications. the
agreement was signed yesterday
by the Managing Director of
Grameen Bank Prof M Yunus on
behalf of Grameen Phone Con-
sortium. while the Man
Directors of Seba Telecom Pri-
vate Ltd. and M/s T™ Interna-

tional (Bangladesh) Lid signed
the agreement on behalf of their
respective companies Director
|Phone] Mazharul Hannan
signed the agreement on behall
of the ministry

Speaking on the occasion
Post and Telecommunications
Minister Muhammad Nasim
said the government gave em-
phasis on expansion of modern
telecommunication service as it
is a guiding force in industrial
sation and economic develop-
ment of a country

He hoped that in the interest
of the subscribers the compa-
nies would make the services
available at a competitive price
and within a short time. He said
more ies would be given
licences in future

According to the agreement
each private operator would pay

the government an amount ol
Taka one crore as licence fee ev-
eIy year.

They would also ra}r the gov-
ernment a part ol their call
charges which has not been
fixed as yet. Besides the gov-
ernment would also charge
equipment fees. royalty. levy
and frequency fees at specified
rates.

Secretary ol the Ministry
MM Reza, Chairman of the T
and T Baord MH Chowdhury
and former minister and desig-
nated Chairman of the TM In-
lernational (Bangladesh) Lid.
Zahiruddin Khan were present
on the occasion.

In reply to a question Prof
Yunus said the price of a cellu-
lar mobile telephone sel could
be within Taka 10,000 w 15,000

See Page 12 Col 7

Backstage move
for BNP's

return to JS

By Staff Correspondent

Backstage leys are on for
the return of BNP lawmakers to
the Jatiya !

Prime Minister's Parlia-
mentary Affairs Advisor and a
senior Awami League leader.
Suranjit Sengupta, MP told The
Daily Star last night that he
had telephonic conversations
with Opposition Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain and
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan for their
early return to the House.

e two BNFP leaders ex-
ressed their ss to sit
or a discussion over it. Suran-

jit said.

" rang beoth Mannan
Bhuiyan and Khandaker Del-
war at 10:30 am today (Monday)
and urged them return to the
House. They r in the
positive and expressed their
sirong feel to come back.”
Suranijit this correspon-
dcent at the Sangsad Bhaban.

Sge Page 12 Cal 3
Rome summit: PM
to hold several

bilateral meetings

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will have bilateral
meetings with several world
leaclers during her upcoming
visit 10 Rome to attend the
Worlid Food Summit.

| oreign Ministry sources
told this correspondent yester-
day that bilateral mrﬂinﬁa
were scheduled between Sheikh
Hasina and the prime ministers
ol India. Nepal and South Ko-
rea. the president of Indonesia.
vice president of South Alrica
and deputy prime minister of
Thailand. She would pay cour-
tesy calls on the president and
the primme minister of Italy dur-
ing her stay in Rome. Besides.
she is likely to have some more
unscheduled bilateral meetings
with other leaders.

Some 70 heads of state and
governmen! are due to atlend
the summit which will focus on
the global food situation. the
sources noted

Hasina would address Lhe
Summit on November 16

The Prime Minister leaves
Dhaka for the [talian capital on
November 14 at the head of a

See Page 12 Col |

Organising

punishable

The government has advised
industrial and business con-
cerns to abstain from organis-
ing lottery. lucky draw, lucky
coupon or liner as these are
punishable offences under
Bangladesh Penal Code 294
(Gha). an official handout said
yesterday. reports BSS.

The advice came in view of
organising such lotteries by
some industrial and business
firms for wide marketing of
their products through attract-
ing buyers.

The handout said the gov-
ernment would be compelled to
take legal action if any indus-
urial or business firm was found
to arrange such lotteries.

I
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CAGS letter to education ministr

The Dhaka University au-
thorities have been violating
government rules regarding
payment of salaries and other
allowances, including pen-
sions, of teachers, officials and
employees over the last 20
years, according to the office of
the Cum&mller and Auditor
General (CAG).

In a letter to the Ministry of

Education recently, the CAG of-
lice sought its intervention for

resolving these lungatandinﬁ
issues. Such irregularities coul

not be allowed to continue for
an indefinite period. the letter

said
The major portion of the

university budgct comes from
Lhe government s revenue funds
hut rnment rules were be-
ing violated here, it noted.

The letter, sent on October 8.

bengal airlift Itd
Land Mark Building (5th floor) Guishan # 2

Phone, Dhaka: 608735, 608796, 601925
Chittagong Phone: 501996, 600976

By M M Aminul Islam

was the second in this regard as
no action followed the first one
sent on April 4 this year, 1
added. A list of irregular-
ities was also submitied with
the second letier.

The office of the Director
General of Local and Rev-
enue Audit Directorate, had
also informed the Ministry of
Education about the irregulari-

lies, Lhe letle winted oul.
I'he ‘Li‘zg]:l copy of which
was alseSent Lo the Vice Chan-

cellor of Dhaka University,
~1id the DU is being regulated
by the Presidential Order No 11.
The university authorities,
however, think that as per the
order. the DU syndicate is the
authority to take decisions re-
farding payment of salaries, al-
owances and other lLinancial
mallers ol the university.

Letter to B Chowdhury

Speaker offers help to
resolve JS impasse

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury yesterday olfered to
take an initiative to resolve the
im foll  BNP's deci-
sion to abstain from attending
the Jativa Sangsad session till
its 10-point demand is met.

BNP has been staying out of
the House since Sunday after
submitting its charter of de-
mand to the Speaker.

"l have sent the memoran-
dum have handed to me
along with other MPs of your
parly containing the decision
not lo take part in proceedings
ol the Sangsad to the hon-
ourable of the House and
the parliament secretary.” the
Speaker said in a letter to
Deputy Leader of the ition
Badruddoza Choudhury.

tHfowever. Badruddosa Chou-

(lhury was not available in his
Sangsad Bhaban office late last
evening when the sinFle-page
letter was dispatched from the
Speaker’'s office.

Offering his good offices to
resolve the impasse. Humayun
Rashid Choudhury said that if
he was informed properly he
would have remained prepared
to take necessary steps. "l can
assure you that [ shall be guided
only by the Constitution and
Rules of Procedure as | have al-
ways been. to conduct the busi-
ness of the Sangsad.” the
Speaker said.

He hoped that the BNP legis-
lators would return to the House
to help consolidate and institu-
tionalise parliamentary
democracy by pruperly trans-

See Papge 12 fol 5

'Political parties must stop
patronising hoodlums'

By Staff Correspondent

The legislators of the ruling
Awami League and its partner
in the government Jatiya Party
yesterday expressed the view
that if the political parties
stopped palronising the hood-
lums. il could substantially
contribute to improving the law
and order in the country.

Identifying the deterioration
of law and order and lack of so-
cio-political stability as the
main impediments to economic
development of any Third
World country. they said it was
possible to improve the situa-
tion in the country if all con-
cerned. especially political par-
ties, make united efforts to do
S0,

The legislators were taking
part in an inconclusive "general
discussion” on the law and or-
(ler i the Jatiya Sangsad. BNP
MPs have been abstaining froim
attending the session to press
Lheir 10-point demand

Some 10 lawmakers includ-
ing Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed, Telecommunications
Minister Mohammad Nasim.
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim. A
S M Feroz and Akhtaruzzaman
of AL. Raushan Ershad. Rabeya
Bhuiyan and Advocate Fazle
Rabbi of JP and Gazi Shamsur
Rahman of Jamaat-e-Islami
participated in the discussion.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury. at 11 pm deferred
the discussion, [ollowing a re-
quest trom Deputy Leader of the
House Zillur Rahman. till to-
day. Minister for Waler Resour-
ces Abdur Razzak and Home
Minister Raligqul Islam are now
scheduled 10 speak on the issne
today.

Tokig part m the discuss
<ionl eleconumuanications M-
nisier Mohammad Nasun told
the House: "Without a sound law
and order and political stabi-

See Page 12 col 5

trade, resolve water dispute | Financial irregularities at DU
| over last 20 years alleged

ISLAMABAD Nov 11:
Pakistan's ousted Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto said
today she will lodge an appeal
with the Supreme Court in the
next two days asking that she be
restored to power

Benazir told Reuters televi-
sion in an interview that she
considered her lacktn.Fg last
week by President arnﬂ?
Leghari to be ‘a constitutiona
coup. a presidential coup and an
act against dcmrncg

"l consider it to “";Htgal"
she said, speaking at
minister's spacious uﬂ‘idar’r::
idence, which she said she
would vacate tomorrow.

"1 shall to the Su
Court of P an and | hope
the Supreme Court will restore
the National 7,

Benazir said she to
hold a with lawyers to-

day. "1 hope we can wrap the ap-

Benazir will appeal to
SC to restore her govt

peal up 11 we do, inowill e bled
tomorrow. otherwise. the latest
by the day after

She said the legal petition
would state that the allegations
which Leghari leveled against
her government were false and
that the ostensible aim of the

residential order — to hold
ree. fair and impartial elec-
tions — was also false.

Leghari's order dismissing
Bhutto s ment cited cor-
ruption. mismanagement and
extra-judicial killings amon
other accusations which he
had virtually paralysed the
government.

Benazir said she felt be-
trayed by Leghari. who once
served in her cabinet and was
hand-picked her to become
President in 1993 She said he

should step down.
"The ?)r:!idcnt ... should
See Page 12 Col 6

B =L

The Committee on World
Food Security (CFS) of the UN
Food and culture Organiza-
tion (FAO) has reached agree-
ment on a Rome Declaration
and Plan of Action to be
adopted at the end of the three-
day World Food Summit sched-
uled to open in the Italian capi-
tal from Friday.

"We consider it intelerable
that more than 800 million

le throughout the world.
and particularly in developing
countries. do not have food to
their basic nutrition

needs.” the Declaration said.
"This situation is unaccept-
able.

The Plan of Action calls on
national governments and the
international community to
"address the multifaceted
causes underlying food insecu-
rity... in an ongoing effort to
eradicate hunger in all coun-
tries.” according to a message
received in Dhaka.

it sets as an immediate goal
‘reducing the number of under
nourished to hall the
present level neot later than

Star Report
2015." eral hundred non- rnmen-
FAO Director-General tal organizations (NGOs) and
Jacques Diouf has invited 196 input Irom other UN agencies,
heads of state and government intergovernmental organiza-
to attend the historic Summit tions, the private sector and re-

at the FAO headquarters in
Rome

In a six-month effort that
involved at its peak 440 dele-

tes from 137 countries. the

FS prepared the Declaration
and ﬁfm of Action. drawing on
recommendations made by FAO
member nations at their r -
lar r al conferences ecarlier
this year. consultations of sev-

search and academic institu-
tions.

The CFS recently reached
consensus followi an all-
night meeting in ich dele-

tes ironed out remaining dif-
erences on issues concerning
the t to food and how trade,
population and conflict pre-
vention pertain to food security.

Delegates broke Into ap-

plause when Ambassador Pedro

Alfonso Medrano Rojas of Chile
i his gavel announced
fi approval of the docu-

ments.

*To mg knowledge. this is
the first time in the history of
the United Nations that agree-
meni has been reached on a pol-

icy statement and plan of ac-
tion In advance of a con-

major
fgce. Usually the negolia-
t are still on when the
meeting I|s about to end."

Tﬂoﬂvjuu&d.

the “exceptional

' Rome Declaration : Goal set to fight hunger, food insecurity

efforts by a large number of
people” taking part in the draft-
ing process, Medrano Rojas
said, their work clears the way
for world leaders attending the
Summit to discuss implementa-
tion ol the Plan ol Action
rather than having to first de-

bate (hw premines on which the
plan is hased

“The problems of hunger and
lood insecurity h-:jam di-
mensions and are likely to per-

sist, and even increase dramat-
ically in some regions, unless

See Page 12 Cal 7
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According to the Service
(Reorganisation and Condi-
lions) Act, which came into ef-
lect on July 1, 1973, all powers
regarding payment of salaries
and allowances of all govern-
ment organisations, public bod-
ies and other nationalised or-
ganisations have been vested in
the government, the letter said.

According to Section (3} of
the Act, any rule contrary to
this Act will be void. This pro-
vision ol the Act was conveyed
to the registrars of all universi-
ties. it went on.

Following a request from
the DU authorities, status guo
was naintained temporarily

and the education ministry was
reguesied 1o inlorm o the

Comptroller .nd Auditor Gen-
eral's office about the final de-

See Page 12 Col 4

The Indemnity [Repeal] Bill
is expected to be passed by par-
liament today to pave the way
tor trial of the killers of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, reports UNB.

The Bill was introduced in
the House on Sunday and sent
to the special parliamentary
committee for scrutiny.

The committiee submitted.its
report before the House today
(Monday). Advocate Rahmat
Ali. chairman of the committee,
placed the report recom-
mending that the Bill be passed
in the form as it was introduced
in the House.

Earlier in the day. the spe-
cial committee at a meeting
scrutinised the Bill and pre-
pared its report.

Ruling party sources indi-
caled that the Bill is likely to be

| passed today by a simple major-
. it

The current session of par-
liament may be adjourned for
several days after ils sitting to-
dav or the day atter.

Pvt sector allowed
to transport
cargo by aircraft

The government vesterday
decided to allow private sector
participation in the transporta-
tion ol cargo by aircraft. reports
UNB.

The proposal was approved
by the cabinet al a meeting at
the Prime Minister's
Secretariat with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the
chair, said an official an-
Nnouncement.

It also endorsed. in princi-
ple. the proposed Rome
Declaration and Action Plan of
the World Food Summit in the
Itahan capital November 13-17.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina  will lead the
Bangladesh delegation 1o the
SUit.

Besides. the draft Human
Limbs and Tissue Transplant
Act 1996 was approved in the
cabinet meeting.

2 young men
murdered
In City
By DMC Correspondent

Two young men were mur-
dered and at least two others in-
jured in separate incidents at
Sabujbagh and Sutrapur areas
in the city yesterday.

One of the victims. Liton
alias Raven. 24, son of Billal
Hossain ol Mugdapara. was
beaten to death by unidentified
men while one Amanullah
Biplob, 25. was lound dead with
bullet wounds in Sutrapur area.
police said.

Liton and two others were
seriously assaulted by a group
of people in Jhilpar area in
Mugdapara at about 12:45 pm.
police said. An emergency pa-
trol team f{rom Sabujbagh
thana rushed to the spot and
rescued the three.

They were taken to the

Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where the doc-

See Page 12 Col 2

Ershad gets bail
In 2 more cases

Former president H M
Ershad was granted bail yester-
day in two cases relating to the
misuse ol power and corrupt
practices, reports BSS,

Divisional Special Judge.
Dhaka and Additional Sessions
and Special Judge. 3rd court
Dhaka allowed bails to Ershad,

The first case relates to alle-
gation ol reappointing a termi-
nated employee of the
Suhrawardy Hospital in late
eighties on the recommenda-
tion of the then prime minister
Kazi Zafar Ahmed.

Ershad's counsels submitted
that as President. Ershad had

See Page 12 Cal 3



