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Import-substitute industries no longer
to enjoy high tariff protection

Finance Minisler Shah AMS5
Kibria yesterday assured sup
port to the import-substitule
industries. side by side Lhe ex-
port-oriented units, but said
that no shield would be pro-
vided 10 protect them [rom ex
ternal competition, reports
LUINB.

HOur primary foous is to sup
orl cxport-oriented industries,
Lut that does not mean we 1l not
paz; attention to the import-
substitute units. O course, we'll
do that.” he told the opening
session of a two-day seminar in
the city.

Inaugurating the seminar at
the NEC auditorium. the minis-
ter said the import-substitute
industries would no longer en-
joy the protection of high taritf
wall as the gevernment was
gradually lowering the tariff
rates.

The import-substitute indus-
tries would have to face external
competition., he said of the
units which once were protected
by high tariff wall from com
petition, severely limiting their
production capabilities.

In this context. the minister
referred 1o the Indian industries

Kibria tells BIDS seminar

which once enjoyed protection
ol high tariff-wall, but finally
had to grapple with stift
competition from the outer
world when the tariff rates had
bheen lowered.

Bangladesh Institute ol De-
velopment Studies (BIDS) in
collaboration with the British
Council in Dhaka organised the
seminar. titled "External Com-
pelitiveness ol Bangladesh In-
dustries: Review of Achieve-
ments and Towards a Policy
Agenda.’

Referring to increased com-

tition in the world market,
Kibria said the Bangladesh in-
dustry would not be able to
maintain its competitiveness
based on lower wages for long as
the wages would go up with in-
creased economic activities.

He mentioned the examples
of Japan. Hong Koug and Thai
land where wages were low be-
fore their industrialisation, but
as manulacturing sectors got
momentum, wapges became
much higher in those countries.

In this connection. the min-
ister called lor enhancing pro-
ductivity of labour force by im
parting them skill development

training and education. "We
have to focus our attention to
increase our productivity.” he

He also emphasised in-
creased investment in educa-
tion and skill development
schemes and said the nation
would have to keep up its com-
petitiveness in this very com-
petitive world.

Pointing at the increased
number of seminars and work-
shops. Kibria regretted that
there had been a lack of coordi-
nation between the organisers
and the respective industry that
minimised objectives of such
functions.

"Are the industries aware of
such kind of activities,”" he

uestioned. noting that the in-
dustry was lacking interest on
such activities. He said the or-
ganisers should give more at-
tention to the respective indus-
tries.

Addressing the function,
British Deputy High Commis-
sioner Miriam Mcintosh said
Bangladesh's exports to the
United Kingdom was grnwinF
steadily and the products qual-
ity from here needed to be im-
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proved (o maintain markets.
She said the political stabil-
ity should be continued. the

overseas | of the country
enhanced l:ﬁ'flhvz airports and

the Chittagong port developed
for a striving export sector.

Moreover, a transparent
and accountable administra-
tion is needed to deal with the
industry and an effective body
for quality assurance., the
British diplomat said.

BIDS director eral Abu
Ahmed Abdullah. British
Council director Tom Cowin,
University of Strathclyde link
coordinator Dr Mozammel Haq
and BIDS link coordinator Dr
Zaid Bakht also spoke at the
inaugural session

In the day's onl
session, Prof James of the
University of Strathcl pre-
senited a paper on "External
Co titiveness and Economic
Development™ an Overview of
Issues .

Former Finance Adviser Dr
Wahiduddin Mahmud was the
lead discussant while Prof
Rehman Sobhan, Executive Di-
rector of the Centre for Policy
Dialogue. chaired the session.
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Barapukuria coal, Madhyapara hard rock mines

Frequent power failure, absence of

The development works of
the Barapukuria coal and Mad-
hyapara hard rock mires, the
covitry's lirst onade-ground
iines are being padly ullected
due to frequent power lailure,
Aeinee ol proper telecommu
| Uiy
ol uliicials working on the sites
official. sources said.

The mine developers are now
freezing underground water
table to sink four shafts to ex-
plore coal and rock and Lo allow
movement of labour. This re-
quires an uninterrupted power
supply for smooth operation ol
the heavv equipment.

Buft frequent power irippmﬁ :
]

is hampering this gperation,
ficials said.

"Once we lroze water in a
borehole. But it melted later due
lo sudden clectricity lailure.”
saidd a nune expert ol etro
bangla which is developing the
mines.

He said this was adding hupe
cosl to the execution ef the pro-
jects.

Petrobangla experts say
valuable machines and other

By Govinda Shil

equipment would be taken to
the nnnes by drilling through
the ice.

¢CMC. a Chinese consortium,
was developing the Taka 1,000
crore coal mine project at
Barapukuria while NAM/NAM,
a North Korean enterprise, was
developing the Taka 700 crore
hard rock mine project at Mad-
hyapara. 13 kilometers away
from the former. These two
mines are located in the south
of Dinajpur. oflicials pointed
ot

Petrobangla officials alleged
that some 400 foreign workers
were developing the mines in an
insecured. There is no sufficient
police forge at the mine area.
"‘We urged the Ministry of Home
Allairs several times to set up
police camips but no measure
l1as been taken so far.” said an-
other official adding incidents
ol mugging has increased in the
mine areas.

"The mines also need
'bonded-warehouse’ {acilities to
guicken the customs proce-
dures.” the official noted. He al-
leged that the customs authori-

Lies were charging 40 to 50 per
cent duties and VAT lor the im-
ported machinery whereas it
charged only 2.5 per cent duty
on imports ol the same kind ol
machinery by another private
mine developer.

The officials felt that a cus-
toms station could be set u?cat
Parbatipur or Phulbari to clear
imported equipment, The
clearance is now being done in
Chittagong or Dinajpur.

The mines are expected Lo go
into initial operation by 1999
One million tons ol coal would
be extracted annually from
Barapukuria gut of itg 300 mil-
lion: tonps reserve. Some 64 mil-
lion tons of coal coudd be ex-
tracted using the available
technology.

Madhyapara mine has a vast
reserve of rocks of which only
100 million tons at the rate of
1.7 million tons each year
would be lifted, sources added.

Meanwhile, the Implemen-
tation, Monitoring and Evalua-
tion Division (IMED] of the
Planning Ministry has ex-

telecom facilities affect dev work

]

pressed concern about the weak
coordination among the con-
cerned ministries. informed
sources said. IMED. in a meet-
ing Wednesday gave directives
to the Bangladesh Railway.
Roads and Highways. Bangla-
desh Power Development Board
(BPDBI] to take necessary steps
lo develop infrastructures and
utilities in the mine areas.

The proposed Moheshpur-
Barapukuria and Madhyapara-
Mithapukur roads should be
constructed immediately to run
the heavy trailers to carry
equipments and machinery

from Mongla and Chittagong
ports. felt officials.
They said t have to keep

an intensive liaison with the
foreign experts to properl
monitor the activities lhrﬂugﬁ
facsimiles. "But due to absence
ol proper telecoiu lacilities our
acuvities are allected.” a scinor
official ol Petrobangla said.

However. he pointed out that
the government was consider-
ing allowing the mines to de-
velop ﬂrivate sector telecom
network.

Ninth session of
Bangladesh-China
JEC meet begins

in Beijing

The ninth session ol Bangla-
desh-China Joint Econemic
Commission begins in Beijing
Tuesday for a review and expan-
sion ol cooperation be-tween
the two friendly nations. re-
ports UNB.

A four-member delegation
led by Dr Mashiur Rahman,
Secretary of the Economic Rela-
tions Division, leaves for the
Chinese capital today to attend
the four-day JEC session.

Dr Masihur Rahman and
Madam [i-Guohua, Vice-Minis-
ter of the Ministry of Foreign
Trade and Economic Coopera-
tion of China, will co-chair the
meeting, said an official release
here yesterday.

The JEC session is being
held as follow-up to the recent
visit of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to China September 12-
16 with a view to facilitating
speedv iimplementation ol the
proposals for cooperation

eed upon during the tour,

It will also review imple-
mentation ol the decisions of
the 8th session held in 1995 and
the scope lor further expansion
of bilateral cooperation.

Taiwan cuts
trade deficit
with Japan

TAIPLEL. Nov 10 : Taiwan
said Friday its trade deficit
with Japan was down 23 per
cent to 10.2 billion dollars in
the first nine months of this
year, reports AP.

The Economics Ministry
grediﬂcd a 1996 deficit of 14

illion dollars with -Jaéx'an.

down, rom a historic hi of
17.1 nllion dollars of 1995

During the first nine months
this year, exports to Japan in-
creased 8 per cent Lto 10.4 billion
dollars while import declined
9.9 per cent to 20.6 hillion dol-
lars. the ministry said.

Exports consisted mainly of
frozen food, electronics, com-
Imter parts and sporting goods.

mports were mainly semicon-
ductors, petrochemical goods,
machinery and auto parts, it
said.

Taiwan has encouraged its
manufacturers to buy technol-
ogy from Japan and produce the

ﬁooda themselves to reduce the
eficit,
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BEIJING. Nov 10 : China an-
nounced a ban on US fruits. al-
coholic drinks. textiles and
other imports Sunday in retali-
alion for a cut in Chinese textile
exports to the United States, re-
poris AP.

The ban will go into effect
from December (:% the Foreign
Trade Ministry and Chinese
customs said in a joint state-
ment issued through the state-
run Xinhua News Cy.

The statement called the ban

temporary but did not sayv how
long it would last or give a
monetary value of the imports
tobhe s :

A detailed list of US imports
to be suspended will be drawn
up before the December 6 dead-
line, Xinhua said. Imports tar-
geted include some US textiles,
agricultural and animal hus-
bandry products, fruits and al-
coholic drinks and beverages. it
said.

The ban is in response to
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Dano Soft Pack powdered milk was formally launc
Saturday by M D Foods Ingredients Milco at a local hotel.
Seen in the picture are MA Kashem, Vigo Madsor of Dano
Denmark and Azimuddin Ahmed,
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China to ban US imports in
retaliation for textile cut

Washington's decision on
September 6 to cut import quo-
tas of Chinese textiles because
ol suspiciﬁs al;]lll;t Chj.q“:]ge p;gc-l
terprises illeg transshi
textiles, Xinhua said.

Chinese officials repeatedly
otested the quota cut, which
nhua said was made without

fully consulting China and
without clear evidence to back
it up, seriously violating a Chi-
nese-US textile a t.

It said China had warned the
Office of the US Trade Represen-
tative it would be forced to re-
taliate if the quota cut was not
canceled. "Up to now, the US
side has not withdrawn its
quota decision,” it added.

China wants the dispute set-
tled according to a signed textile

agreement and "opposes any,

practice intended to impose the
will of one side upon others in
trade dealings,” the announce-
ment said.

"We wish to urge the United
States to handle trade disputes
in the spirit of advancing bilat-
eral trade and refrain from tak-
ing any actions harmful to bi-
lateral trade in the future.” it
added.

It also accused the USTR of-
fice of cutting Chinese texlile
quotas for three years in a row
"in the absence of full consulta-
tion and clear evidence."

Tk 5 lakh loan
to be distributed
in Madaripur

MADARIPUR, Nov 10: A pro-
‘ramme to disburse interest
ree loan worth Tk 5 lakh for
improving the socio-economic
condition of 180 distressed peo-
Ele of six unions in Sadar thana

as been undertaken by the So-
cial Welfare Department, re-
ports UNB.

Madaripur thana welfare of-
ficer Abdul Matin on Saturﬂ:g
said the loan will be disbur
for poultry and dairy farminﬁ.
small business and rice husk-
ing to make them self-reliant.

A function was arranged in
Sadar thana office of the de-
partment in this comnection
with Deputy Director of Social
Welfare Department Ahmad Ali
Chowdhury in the chair.

Deputy Commissioner Sha-
rif Tayebur Rahman and Thana
Nirbahi Officer Abdul Khalek
were present as chief and

special guests respectively.
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Canadian EDC
regional manager
In City

The Regional Manager of
Export Devel nt Corpora-
tion (EDC) of Canada. Asia Pa-

cilic region, Anis Karim arrived
here Saturday on a four-day of-

ficial visit 1o Hangladesh. re-
ports UNB
Druri his visit Karim will

call on officials of government,
Bangladesh Bank. leading na-
tionalised and forei banks,
World Bank. IFC. IMF and local
buyers. says a Canadian High
Commission press release yes-
terday.

Owned by the Canadian gov-
ernment. the EDC, 'rates on
commercial principles and is
financially self-sufficient. It
provides financing services —
including insurance. loans and
guarantees to foreign buyers
(Banks) of Canadian goods and
services.,

Bangladesh, among fifty
other emerging markets. has
been included in the EDC's new
export financing programmes,
which has real potential for
promoting Canada-Bangladesh
trade.

Mvyanmar ready
to join ASEAN,

says Secy-Gen

YANGON. Nov 10: The Secre-
tary General of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
said Saturday that Myanmar
appeared to be well-advanced in
making preparations tuAjI;uIn
the regional body, reports AP,

Ajit Singh was speaking at a
news conference marking the
end of an eight-day visit to as-
sess the country's readiness to
join ASEAN. which includes
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines., Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam.

Myanmar was granted ob-
server status in the organisa-
tion this year, and has applied
to become a full member next
year.

Normally, applicant coun-
tries serve at least two years as
observers before bcinmnmtrd
as full members. Cambodia and
Laos are scheduled to be admit-
ted as full members next year
after several years with ob-
server status.

:ldvanmr‘s case is compli-
cated because critics of its mili-
tary government say granting it
ecarly membership would
amount to tacit approval of its
repression ol the country's
democratic opposition. led by
Nobel peace laureate Aung San
Suu Kyl

Singh said his delegation
was "pleasantly surprised that
Myanmar is fairly advanced in
pr:!?aratinns for entry into
ASEAN. Myanmar is almost
ready and all agreements
ASEAN has had. Myanmar has
no difficulty acceding to them.”

Myanmar is the official
name given Burma the ruling
junta. which took power in
1988,

BB auction
held

The 27th auction of the 90-
Day Treasury Bill and 18th
auction of the 30-Day and 180-
Day Treasury Bills were held
yesterday, reports UNB.

Eight bids for a total of Tk
36.10 crores. five bids for a total
of Tk 17 crores and one bid for a
total of Tk 0.15 crore were of-
fered respectively against the
30-Day, 90-Day and 180-Day
Bills.

Of these. all bids against the
30-Diwy Bill aned three bids for a
total of Tk 13 crores against the
90-Day Bill were accepted. The
bid olfered against the 180-Day
Bill was not accepted, says a
BBangladesh Bank press release.

e weighed average prices
against the 30-Day and 90-Da
Bills were Tk 99.44 and T
98.29 per 100 taka respectively.
The corresponding yields are
6.7 per cent and 6.94 per cent
per anininm.

NZ Post’s courier

service link
up with DHL

DHL Worldwide Express [NZ)
Ltd. has formed a strategic al-
liance with NZ Post. The link
will provide the postal service's
Courier Post International ser-
vice with access to DHL s global
network for all document and
package shipments beyond New
Zealand, says a press release.

Gray Edstein, DHL NZ's Gen-
eral Manager, says the partner-
ship will speed up deliveries to
overseas destinations for NZ
Post customers through out New
Zealand and increase volume
and revenue for both NZ Post
and DHL. -

A key element in the link is
the ability for NZ Post to now
offer customers a greatly im-

roved international Courier

ost product, using DHL's abil-
ity to track and trace ship
ments, with bar-coding on each
package and proof of delivery
documentation.

The arrangement expands
DHL's customer base in New
Zealand, gaining it access 1o a
greater range of customer seg-
ments.

The hig courier company is
currently reliant on commer-
cial flights from Auckland to
Asia, however DHL is capable of
offering an overnight service
into South Asia via ils Singa-

I pore hub.

S

HYUNDAI

CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

' Plan to build another container

terminal at Ctg port shelved

CHITTAGONG. Nov 10: The
plan for constructing another
container terminal at Chit-
ta into uncer-
‘aﬁ;gmhcplummcg project re-
mained shelved in the Planning
Commission for a long time,
concerned sources said.

The project is yet to see the

light of the ::jy as the govern-
L

ment remain indecided about
its funding arra .
Initially the plan was taken

up for constructing another
container terminal adjacent to
the existing ones from the own
funds of Chittagong Port Au-
thority during the regime of
past government while M K
Anwar was the minister for
Ports and Shipping. port
sources said.

But the decision was report-
edly reversed during the tenure
of another minister for Ports
and Shipping who asked the

From Nurul Alam

concerned authorities to look
for overseas fund for construct-
ing the terminal.

tennure of the caretaker govern-
ment. the decision was taken
for building the terminal from
port's own fund showing the
reason that Chit Port Au-
thority has hu money
lying with different banks,
sources added.

Now the decision has been
dropped and the authorities

clearcut decision in this regard.

Port sources said rapid
growth ;If f:r“m cargo had
prompt a to
construct. mmlmtuﬂulm At
an estimated cost of Taka 800
crore.

Earlier, two container ter-
minals known as multi-
berths were built at this
port of the country at a cost of
Taka 400 crores to cope with the

size of containers.

Port officials said every year

of con-

have n started to look for there has been a growth

foreign fund iner cargo at the rate of 30 per
Japan-based Overseas Eco- cent

nomic Cooperatiom Fund

Chm the current fiscal year,
ittago t targetted to
handle 3%% Tl:Uiiglnt.nin—
ers. port sounrces said.

in 1995-96 fiscal year Chit-
la port handled 2,50.000

Us container. port reports
said.

(OECD) has reportedly come
forward to provide required

funds against (= project of new
terminal.

But the relevant authorities
of the government fell in a
dilemma about taking any

m

High Commissioner of Australia in Bangladesh M Charles Stuart (Second from left) and

e

Associate Director, Indian Ocean (Centre), Rob Meechan (Extreme left) called on Absar
Karim Chowdhury (Centre) Acting President of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) yesterday at the DCCI office. They discussed various issues relating to trade

promotion between Bangladesh and Australia and also

. ment and economic cpoperations between the twp o
| (second from right) and former DCCI president & Maksud Khan (extreme right) were also
present during the discussion,

possibilities of joint venture invest-
countries. DCCI Director A S M Quasem

Road Division, Gaibandha
Notice Inviting Tender

Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No 2911 are hereby invited.

| . Tender Notice No
2. Name of work

fad

for sale

4. Name of office where tender :

will be received

5. Head of accounts (for all :

groups)

all groups)

6. Last date of selling tender (for :
-

Last date & time for receiving :

tender (for all groups)

8, Date & time for opening of :

Name of offices where tender :
documents will be available

: 04-EE/GRD/1996-97.

. Earth work at Diff KM of Diff Roads under Road Division,
Gaibandha during the year 1996-97 (In 03 (three) Groups).
A) Executive Engineer (RHD), Road Division, pur
Bogra/Kurigram/Gaibandha (Old DC's Office)
Planning Division (Roads & Bridges), Dhaka/Planning
& Design Division, Rangpur.

Sub-Divisional Engineer (RHD), Road Sub-Division,
Palashbari/Gaibandha.

Addl Chief Engineer (RHD), Rangpur Zone, Rangpur.

B)
A)

B) Superintending Engineer (RHD), Rangpur Road Circle,
Rangpur/Monitoring & Evaluation Circle, Sar
Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.

C) Executive Engineer (RHD), Road Division, Rangp
BoglﬁKurigninl(‘hibmuﬂu (Old DC’s Office).

266 Deyv.

Up to 19-11-1996 during office hours.
On 20-11-1996 up to 12-30 PM.
On 20-11-1996 at 12-45 PM.

tender box (for all groups) by

other receiving officers

9. Date & time for opening of :

On 23-11-1996 at 12-30 PM.

all tender by this office (for all

groups)
10. Date & time of lottery (if : At 12.30 PM on 25-11-1996.
required)
1 1. Group list As given below:
Group | Name of work with| Estimated | Earnest | Time allowed | Eligibility of Remarks
No location cost (In | money | for completion|  contractor
Tk) | (InTk) of work -
01 Earth work at Tk Tk 45 (forty-five) "A" 1o "D" class The contractors
(one) 20th(p) & 2Ist (p) 9,27,493/- 18,550/ days from the contractor under shall have to
KM of Gaibandha- date of issue  general category submit separate
Fulchhari-Bhara- of work order of RHD tender with
tkhali-Saghata Road separale earmes
under Road Divn, money of each
Gaibandha during group.
the year 1996-97.
02 Earth work at Tk Tk 25 (twenty- "A" to "E" class
(two) 12th(p), |3th(p), 2.40,688/- 4814/ five)days  contractor under
14th(p) & 15th(p) from the date general category
KM of Gaibandha- of issue of of RHD
Nakaihat-Gobinda- work order
gan] Road under
Road Divn.
Gaibandha during
the year 1996-97
03 Earth work at 16th Tk Tk 25 (twenty-  "A" to "E" class
(three) & 17th(p)KM of 2.65.273/- 5.306/- five) days contractor under
Gaibandha-Nakai- from'the date general category
hat-Gobindagan of 1ssue of of RHD
Road under Road work order

Division, Gaiban-
dha during the year
|996-97.

N.B. Group No : 02 (Two) & 03 (Three) will not be received in the Office of the Addl. Chuel
Engineer (RHD), Rangpur Zone. Rangpur/Superintending Engineer (RHD). Monitoning &
Evaluation Circle, Sarak Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka. The above group will be not sold in the
Office of the Executive Engineer (RHD), Planning & Design Division, Rangpur/Planning
Division (Roads & Bridges), Sarak Bhaban. Ramna, Dhaka

DFP-25310-6/11/96
(-1489

Biswajit Dey
Executive Engmeer (RHD)
Current Charge
Road Division, Gasbandha.



