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Timely Utterance

Japan-Bangladesh trade relationship has come
under the spotlight right in the nick of time. De-
spite being the biggest contributor to Bangladesh's
developmental activities, Japan is yet to make its
entrepreneurial presence felt here in a robust
sense. In fact, bilateral trade between the two coun-
tries has been showing a lower growth rate com-
pared to that of world trade of Bangladesh in the

recent years. |
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's cordial offer to

the Japanese businessmen for increased invest-
ment in Bangladesh in the eighth meeting of
Bangladesh Japan Joint Committee for Commer-
cial and Economic Cooperation yesterday was a
study in propriety and timeliness.

Bangladesh Japan trade relationship is not only
marked by a huge yet unexplored scope for invest-
ment in Bangladesh but also by what many seem
to think an avoidable imbalance. The PM hit the
nail on the head when she called for the relocation
of Japanese manufacturing units. in Bangladesh
with buy-back arrangements. Viewed from the an-
gle of human resource, our only and obvious point
of strength and economic constraint on the other
side of the coin, the offer seems to be the only real-
istic and pursuable policy.

For all its practicality. the urge for greater
Japanese participation in investment is still an
idea easier said than done. There are problems as
the leader of the Japanese delegation alluded to
during the discussion. The three factors the
Japanese entrepreneurs deemed as obstacles on the
way to enhanced investment are political uncer-
tainty, infrastructural inadequacy and bureau-
cratic red tapism. One hopes the cordial call of the

Prime Minister will make light of these and open
a new avenue for Japan-Bangladesh relation-

ship.
Massacre at BAU

The classes and class tests had all ended just
fine and students were in an enjoying mood on the
golden late autumn afternoon. Up came an eight-
some gang of youth and opened fire on a BCL adda
sipping tea at a stall at the BAU. Two were spot
dead and 12 others also received bullet injuries
some of whose condition was critical.

Campus terrorism has not moved an inch to-
wards dissipation and a total elimination that
must be here for the universities to be universities
again. Rather it seems to have aggravated recently
going against the nation's fervent expectations
generated by the new government's unequivocal
protestations on the point. That the victims
were BCL leaders and activists do point fingers at
possible perpetrators specially because of a state of
tense confrontation that was prevailing on that
campus. If the government has failed to contain

campus violence, the BNP has failed even to go on
record as repudiating violent crimnes by their cadre.
This does not at all augur well for either the
universities or for the national situation as a
whole.

All well-meaning quarters as well as the gov-
ernment have missed a vital point of this terribly
mind-boggling problem of how to eliminate cam-
pus terrorism without the parties’ withdrawing
their cadres from there. The first requirement of
making any headway in the matter is that the stu-
dent parties must cease to be wings of political par-
ties. These were so for all of the glorious years
of students' contributions to this nation's
liberation.

The nurture of student fronts must go. Or other-
wise AL or BNP couldn't be expected to act against
themselves in the universities. It is not that BCL
and JCD are simply battling one another. It is
very patently AL and BNP fighting each other vio-
lently in a particular area by using youthful fol-
lowers. And the nation's academic excellence as
well as quality of future leadership is being killed
off very sustainedly as a result.

The killers of the BAU massacre must not be al-
lowed to get away or the government's credibility
will terribly suffer.

Spurring the Home Minister

Saturday's Sabhar murder of a ward commis-
sioner and Jubo Dal activist in broad daylight has
added immeasurably to the burden of Major (Retd.)
Rafiqul Islam’'s miseries. It was so gallant of him
to take up interior ministry and now there is
hardly anyone in this populous clime who envies
him his job. Besides, Sabhar and a restive Sherpur
where BDR had to be called out to calm an out-of-
hand situation, the massacre at BAU was there to
complete a day's tally of woes.

The explosive Moin Khan case should recede
into the background now that arrests have
been made and there are BCL elements among
them. Likewise, we are confident, arrests soon
will be made of suspects in the Majnu murder
case. -

Sunday was a horror front-page day for Dhaka

. It wouldn't be far wrong for one to see in this
and other daily coverage of violent crimes a dan-
gerous dip for our law and order situation. But will
that be the whole truth? It can as well be that pro-
fessional criminals have found new and numerous
- commissions for very many socio-economic rea-
sons. It has been seen that political movements
have an inhibiting influence on the crime profile
of the nation. A sudden quiet on that front fol-
lowed the coming into power of a new party four
months back. But of late a back-sliding seems per-
ceptible.

All this may add up to something. Something
very unfortunately meaning that things are not
well with the society. While spurring the Home
Minister on towards meaningful successes, let the
private citizen think what he or she can do to im-

prove the picture.
- .

BJP Thrust: Can Secularism in India Survive the Ordeal?
A direct answer to this big question can't be put in a capsule of 'yes or no’, unless a

thorough analysis is made of the prevailing socio-political situation in India, weighing pros
and cons in their true perspective. Perhaps then we can give our verdict in affirmative or
negative term, writes AMM Shahabuddin.

lot has been said and wri-

tten in the Indian press

on the curse ol rising
demon of religious fanaticism
which is out to make secular
India an out-and-oul
‘Hindusthan' in true sense of the
term. In fact there is no doubt
that today's India can no more
be called a ‘melting pot' of
different religious and socio-
cultural lfe, making it a
dreamland of 'unity in diversi-
ty’. That has now become al-
most a utopia. India today is
more a cauldron of conflicis.
with rising rthﬁiouu assions,
mistrust and hatred of each
other. The slogan of 'unity in

diversity’ seems to have been
washed out in a flood of
vengeance communal or

non-secular ‘Emﬂ durmf the
past decade. So some political
pundits have predicted that the
gathering thunder-storm is
likely to strike its heaviest
lashes on thé hopes ol India
ever-remaining a secular
democracy. And if it at all hap-

=%, It would be due to the po-
itical follies of India's so-
called secular leaders.

After Nehru Deluge?

The war-time British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill
once declared that "India is a
geographical term. It is no more
a united country than Equator.”
Whaltever conviction Churchill
had to say this. it proved false
al least during the first four
decades since independence
when India survived surpris-
ingly as a secular state under
the leadership of its first Prime
Minister Pundit Nehru and his
immediate successors. With
Nehru's death, bricks of the
buitlding started falling. His
daughter Indira Gandhi and her
son Rajiv created more prob-
lems than they could solve, ul-
timately ending their lives in
the hands of assassins. During
the Nehruvian era of four
decades, India was ruled on two
principles, namely, commit-
nient to secular democracy and
socialistic economy. of course.
with a difference to suit Indian
soil.

Thus Nehru gave India a
sennse of direction and purpose.
Inn a sense. after Nehru came the
deluge. India perhaps is still
groping in search of an all-In
dia leader with lirm commnut-
ment to secularism to lead the
country against heavy odds cre-
ated by communal forces. Dur-
ing the past decade. India has
seen more of regional leaders
popping up to take control ol
central leadership. There again
the continued infighting for
petly gains and rivalries due to
so-called personality cult. made
a mess in the secular camp.
This lack ot central leadership.
everl ol a lesser personality

than Nehru, was a shocking
blow to the secular lorces, so
long led by the Congress. Thal is
what brought about their down-
fall from er. Perhaps the
Congress leaders fighting for
leadership like kilkeny cats
couldn't realise what harm they
are inflicting on the ideology
sustained vigorously so far.
When the people were dis-
pusted and disillusioned at the
growing infighting for power
among and increasing corrup-
tion charges against some top
Congress leaders. they aban-
doned their so-called leaders
and looked for new alternative
leadership to show them
‘greener pastures . Such politi-
cal parties. at least some of
them. came up with new slogans
of reforms and socio-religious
programmes for the regenera-
iion of a new nationalism
rather Hindu nationalism’ or
Hindutva', as they called it
And they had their fleld day.
They made hay while the
(Congress leaders were busy oth-
rrwise So the new contenders
lor power rose like ‘shooting
~tars in India's political fir-

it iinent. The people naturally
Ik for a change for the better
when the old guards fail. So
some regional as well as all-In-
tlia parties. like Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP) stole the
show at the cost of the dwin-
dling Congress

A Case of Dr Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde

Take. lor example. the mass-

appealing and most successful
party to go up the ladder of pop-
ularity — the BJP It has almost
reached the pinnace of popular-
ity within a decade or so. in
spite of its various shortcom-
ings. People started to gather
rinder its umbrella with reli
wious halo. What an innocent
name! Bhartiya J Janata Party
lIndian People s Party)! Overtly,
Il carres an aura of secularism’
Aal least in its name, not an

e of religious fanaticism or
nndamentalism. And no
monkey business’ in the name
ol religion! But covertly. it is
something else. Perhaps it's a
lrue case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde. In fact. the proverb “you
can't tell a book by its cover’ is
thoroughly applicable to .11

To know it. vou wibll huve Lo go
deeper.
BJP is out to preach . neo-

nationalism’ based on tencts of

Hindu religion. Establislunent
of a total 'Hindu Raj in India is

the: swnmum bonum of BJP's
ideology. aiming at the rehabil-
itation’ of the 'lost identity ol
the Hindus who constitute more
than 85 per cent of about one
billion Indian pepulation. BJP
believes that the majority
community was redu to a
secondary position in India's
socio-political life because of
the 'wrong policy’ of Congress of
too much appeasement of the
minorities, particularly Mus-
lims who constitute a t 12

cent or so of the entire popu-
ation.

As BJP leader Advani once
said: "We will arantee mi-
norities equality. justice and
[reedom of worship., But we will
1o tolerate the politics ol
minoritism that has been prac-
tised here for the last four
decades.” Advani also declare
at a function during his lasi
visit to Canada. that and his
party (BJP) are committed to
maintaining India as a secula
state. But preaching and prac
ticing are two different things
Secularism and communalisin
are contradictory in term — an
anachronism. so to say. You
can't have milk and tobacco at
the same time. just as you cani
blow hot and cold at the same
time. It's a myth. you can go for
either of this, not both

B.JP Hits Bull's Eye

So what sort of secularism
iWJP will practice "to maintain
India a secular state’ was
demonstrated when BJP and its
Egl:slnrru in secularism, like the

and Shiv Sena. razed to the -

ground the Babri Masjid. a 16th
century mosque. at Ayodhya on
6 December. 1992, followed by
nation-wide communal riots in
which thousands became vic

tims. As If. it was presented by
HJP as just a 'traller of the
shape of future secular India
under its rule when it comes Lo
power. Advani had openly ad-
vocated ‘religious violence with
4 secular tinge! Communal
secularism’ or ‘secular cornmu

nalism . whatever you call it
The BJP's Ayodhya ex ition
over. Advani declared that "the
religious violence racking India
loday was an inevitable reac

tion in Hindu society to the
policy ol double-standard and
politics ol minoritism.

So BJP, RSS and Shiv Sena
showed their 'muscle to the
Liclpless and
( ongress Prime

indecisive

Minister
hoarasimha Rao. He landed in
the field when the game was
over. India had to bear the had

name at home and abroad be-

of Rao' tical folly.
i it Dlaying o rob of & T

‘cat in gloves”. which prover
bially "catches no mice”. So the
mice were playing under the
very nose of the cat. As a
prominent Indian columnist
said. BJP is not a party which
‘shoots a wild arrow.” It hit the
bull's eye. thereby dealing a
death blow to India's long-
cherished and much-preached
communal harmony. As the
columnist further said. Ayod-
hya incident was a k' for
‘the haystack of ha piled up
over the years”
caught fire. And the BJP, now
being the most powerful strate-
gist in India's politics used this
fire to its greatest advantage
lor baking its bread well That
was evident from BJF's 'score-
board’ after the last al and
state elections. No bt. they
have lost many wickets but
they have impressed their au-
dience’ with their wonderful
performance

Congress Limps, BJP
Marches Ahead

To have a clear
HJP's success in the field of In-
lia's politics. let us have a look
at their rformance. in the
light of their playing up the

indutva card. during the past
ilecade. It would be astoundi
o note that an out-and-ou
rommunal partl?.r
rise so high within such a short
period In a well-established
rlemocratic and secular
like India. Something must
liave gone wrong somewhere.

3ut where, how and why? The

secular leaders of India would
liave to do some heart-search-
ing to find the root cause ol
HJP's phenomenal rise.

In 1985, BJP was just skirt

tics with two

latives in the Lok Sabha (lower
house ol parliament), a House
ol some 548 seats. it was the be-
vinning ol the game. But as sec-
tular leaders started limping
and stumbling in the face of ris-
ing religious tensions,
marched forward to make good
lortunes. Thus in 1991 al
clections BJP captured 86 seats,
nitting other parties, particu-
arly its main rival the
t ongress, to bewilderment. But
the Congress didn't wakeup Lo
the upeotning deluge. They went
inito a peacelul long sluimbwer

And when the Rip Van Winkle
woke up, it found a differcin po-
litical scenario with astonish-

I:E in the periphery of India's
poli .

that finally

ure about

like BJP could

BJP

! . The Congress has
%Wﬁmﬂyuﬂ -

thrown into the |
room of

and not

pm'ﬁm.c?mgl
out of the 537 contested
th:mh“ . S0 within ten

years.

How B.JFP could make

ahead unc
dreamland of Gandhi
Ne-hru — secular India — would
land?

An Ostrich Policy — Most

Dangerous
But most thing that
strikes an out . like me.
that some Indian ana-
lysts are still suffering from
complac are not at
all scared by this colossal

‘bullish’ trend of the BJP. They
BJP think they are far behind
in the race for at the cen-

tre They count the number of

seats captured by BJP in the

parliament. they weigh the per-
cen of their achievement in

the different Indian Staies.

ar that in the Parlia-
ment P holds less than one-
third of the total seats. And in

‘the States. poohd They are

nowhere near the bench-mark!

dominate only in four
States (UP. Madhya Pradesh.
Guigui and Maharashtra) out
of 26 states. Perhaps these ana-
lysis want to encourage
and other secular par-
ties to take some more mid-day
nap. like the rabbit,
to allow BJP to win its '
race . is c
truth that BJP has not been in a
position in the parliament to
take over India's administira-
tion. But it can't be dended that
it has become a tremendous
force to be reckoned with. What
the BJP is doing in UP is well-
known. With a of 174
seats in a House of 425, they are
alr flexing their muscle’
and in the next elections they

expect to create history. per-
h with a

nu:;g majority,
nm.#ml in UP. t also else-

where.

bury your head under the ~.nds

. when ft found
tlntintlrlgﬂﬁdecthnh“ . BJP,

Cﬂm stood out
as the largest single in the
seails

years,
from two to 160
: - mhﬂm?:'ﬂm
or t time di ng
Congres rom pover aher ory

and the most t question
lhathﬂn'rt.lﬂtmufhﬂi

ntic leap forward?
And if it continues its march
. where |his
and

the

it would be sheer fool-
ishness to close your eyes .uul
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HERE is no denying the

fact that primary scho-

ols. under private
mana-gement, contribute a lot
o accommodate a large number
ol under-10 children. Closing
down ol such schools. because
most ol them do not {ulfil the
basic requirements ol elemen-
tarv education or do not adhere
to principles ol education. will
ol only raise a hue and cry
the effected, but will also create
a situation which is anybody's
guess.

Once their need and exis-
tence is justified the responsi-
bility of the authority or ma-
chinery who can formulate and
implement corrective measures
comes under question. Does
this authority ensure before

ting permission to open a
new school. that the person or
the grnug taking up the serious
responsibility of imparting ba-
sic education, or laying the
foundation of future leaming is
firmly aware of the significance
of the job? Do they have neces-
sary professional qualifica-
tions? Even after an institu-
tion gets started, does any au-
thority supervise the perfor-
mance or dartn—da‘;r work of
stich establishments’

Can the yardsticks to mea-
sure the standard of a school
ever be;

a) foreign medium of in--
structions? b) handsome
amount of tuition fees? c) en-
listment of overqualified
teaching staff? d) use of large
number of foreign textbooks?
el use of unnecessary nuiber of
exercise books? and 1) over bur-

Primary Education 1n Private Sector

by Siddiga Taufiq Khan

den ol home task’”

Certaimnly not!

In an educational insutu-
tion good formal education is
certainly the result of good
management. Bul this is not
the only contributory factor.

Vital role 1is played by the
teaching stall. Fortunately.
there is supply ol educated
ladies (for primary education

female teachers are preferred )
in cities. But it has to be clearly
understood and realised that a
highly qualified ns is not
necessarily a good tutor. An el-
emen school teacher needs
skill. aptitude . desire, devo-
tion. love for the learners, lots
of imagination. creative abil-
ilty. pleasant personality etc. in
addition to academic qualifica-
tions.

A team of good teaching
staff is a blessing for any
school management. This
team is not always found
reﬂmadt, Through my per-

ence | can say that
this can be groomed and team-
work spirit developed. With
proper guidance, mutual under-
stamding.  pleasamt working
conditions and environment
and ellective communication
within an institution, such a
team can be built :;Itp. Motiva-
tion, recognition and apprecia-
tion of any good work done, job
satisfaction. ,incentive for
higher standard of perfor-
immance opportunities for self-
education and improvement of
required skills (on-the-job) are
a must for self-development of
a teacher. A leacher's knowl-

the child.

A lady who takes teaching
just like any other job does not
do justice to her profession. A
teacher's job especially of a
primary school teacher is very
demanding. Persons who really
want to "teach” should became
teachers. Teaching should
never be made a stop-gap job or
a passtime when one has noth-
ing else to do. Private schools
should resist the tempation to
employ teenagers. who speak
fluent English and come to
teach the tiny tots just to earn
some ket money. They are
doing greatest harm. They
do not have the desire or men-
tal maturity to handle a child
or lay firm foundation for fu-
ture learning. When for future
learning. en teaching, one
does not spoon feed. en
teaching one shows the wa
how to or acquire knowl-
edge with ones own efforts and
active participation.

The management of private
schools is confronted with the
problem of ever changing
teaching staff. This is very
harmful, not only for the
school but for the child too.
This aspect should be taken
into consideration all con-
cerned. A teacher should be
employed for at least one full
academic year, There are many
reasons for that. But mention
of only two can be made here.
The first reason being the child

himself. A child takes time to
adjust and aceepl a new person
or a leacher. The leacher —

taught relationship has to be
the best for effective learning.
The second reason being the
course contents. A year's pro-
gramme needs planning. An
academic year is divided in
terms. Each term needs
monthly and weekly break-
down of syllabus. For good re-
sults each term evalua-
tion at the end. Now if the same
person who planned is not
avaijlable for evaluation, can
anything sound be

Anot important factor is
the method. Private schools are
at an advantageous position to
device and use novel and inter-
esting methods to impari ele-

mertary cdiweation. They have
resources o bring in varied
opportunities (o s ment

text book knowledge. Experi-
ence of children can be enriched
in very inexpensive ways.
Their knowledge can be related
to the environment they live
in:

a) Children can be taken out
on roads in small groups to
teach traffic rules and under-
standing the traffic signals.

b) ey can walk to any
nearby open space for nature
observation,

c) They can be kept aware of
city happening by discussing
those regularly.

d) They can have mini-pic-
nics in school premises for fun
and enjoyment.

e) They can frequently be en-
gaged in activities like theatre
etc.. for self expression. Storv-
telling can be very eflective and

interesting (o hoave significam
au_ir: in school schedule.

[) Their writings can appear
an school noticeboards and
school magazines.

They can be taken to visit
places of interest.

y Scn“.] g religious da
on nati or S ;
Their celebrations can be mr.
before or after the holiday to
emphasise their importance
and purpose.

While talking about meth-
ods axl private schools. one is
reminded ol kindergartens.
There exists an unfavourable
attitndde among many about
KG =~ hools. | think this mis-
coteplion can be removed if
we know that the “"Kinder-

garten” is a of education,
a gil of tions of a fa-
mous German educationist,

Froehel. It has n to do
with "English" as medium. Any
kindergarten school can be run
by keeping mother tongue as
the nndium of instruction. It is
a recognised fact that teaching

using mother tongue as
medium is alwa preferable
and makes the ing more

eflective. easier and lasting.
Anv good form of formal ed-
ucation will require participa-

tionn ol parents. Thcylphjf an
important role, involvement

and interest of mothers in their

children’'s education is benefi-
cial in many ways. In our soci-
ety, neither the schools en-
courage it nor the parents insist
on it. A mother's involvement
helps an institution. When in
close contact. she appreciates

while
out. School par-
ents both, uni , can work
for the welfare of children.

can easily avoid the private tu-
another menace (and
one).Pleasant

Sir, Recently. 1 have come
across a number of articles and
editorials in The Dally Star re-

arcding the traffic problems on
haka roads, and ways and
means for its improvement.

There has been many sugges-
lions viz., construction ol -
derpass, overpass, flyovers and
road grills. But no one scem to
have mentioned anything about
surface pedestrian crossings,
which are cheaper, practical
and easier for the pedestrians.
In advanced countries pedes-
trian crossing, or zebra cross-
ings. as they are called, are
available at regular intervals.
In many countries of the world
pedestrians must cross the
roads on the zebra crossings
only. Those who are found
crossing the roads anywhere
else are fined. Pedestrians en-
joy priority of crossing over the
zebra crossings and as such the
pedestrian crossings must re-
main free from any impedi-
ment. It is a serious offence if a
car gets involved in an accident
over a pedestrian crossing.
Divider ls may make it
easier for a driver of an auto-
mobile to drive without crush-
ing anly Fedestrian, It makes
dilficult for pedestrians (poor
or rich alikcﬁn cross a road.
Imagine you are visiting any es-
tablishment on the eastern side

of the VIP Road (alias Kazi

Nasrul Islam Road alias
M 'lllL“llEthh Road) [(11' some
mattter aiel then vou have a

small matter Lo attend to on the
opposite (west) side and there is
the road divider grill. Now your
alternatives are: 1) you may
walk, jump and leap all the way
through whatever space is
available on the footpath (or
shall | say community urinal)
up to the newly-constructed
overbridge before the Farmgate
crossover and in the same
manner walk to your destina-
tion just opposite to the place

# [rom where you started; 2] take

a baby-taxi and go to the
Sonargaon Hotel circle and to
your destination opposite to the
place from where he started:
and 3} if you are the one blessed
with a private car do the same
exercise.

What a difficult situation!
Now visualise you are in
London, Singapore or any other
city of an advanced country,
you merrily walk down the
pavem;nt to fthu ﬂ?:lruﬂ Cross-
ing and wait for signal
for crossing if one El there, or
else, look to your left and right,
put your foot on the Z, and
without any fear you cross the
road. As long as you are on the
Z, all cars must let you cross
first.

The cheapest and easiest an-

swer is pedestrian zebra cross-

ings with or without signal
lights and educating and moti-
vating the drivers, their sahibs
and the rickshaw-pullers and
all other drivers to let the
pedestrians use their rights to
cross first,

The Daily Star has started a
new trend in journalism in this
country by projecting so many
ills of the mlctr and of our
I:»ruhk:matic citﬁ. t may as well
nduce the authorities to intro-
duce a number of zebra cross-
ings with pr al lights or
yellow blinker lights and 1o
motivate the motorists to han-
our the right of the pedestrians.

P G Muhammad
20 Neww Eskaton Road. Dhaka

Nation needs good
teachers

Sir, Hcccnt]g HSC exam re-
sults were published and we
were introduced to some tal
ented students, through the
media, who have done very good
in their exams.

But unfortunately, in their
interviews none of them told
that they aspired to be a great
teacher. Our country sufiers
from the lack of good teachers.
Thiey all preferred either to be a
great engineer, doctor, arehi-
ltel:'l, lawyer. scientist and the
ike.

Nation needs good teachers

badly. But the nummber of good
teachers are limited due to lack
of proper care. So. | think, tal-
ented students of today's gener-
ation should be encouraged to
hecome goodd tleachers.

Mostafa Sohel

Banani, Dhaka

Photograph in the
background

Sir. Whenever the Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina issues

a me on any occasion. her
photograph is printed along
with t hotograph of the fa-

ther of the nation in the back-
ground. Ma it is her own de-
sire as she is the daughter of the
father of the nation and now
the Prime Minister of thcfcuun-
try. or it may be an actol s
1z‘iml:y as 1{ is m:lmlﬁ-
done nowadays.
owever, given the authority

by herself to point out ﬂ“}"ml:f
absurd, | feel encouraged an

not anyway audacious to men-
tion that viewed by the eyes of a
staunch follower of the father

of the nation, | do not find it
that good as it has been desired
to be.

The photograph of Ba
bhandhu is well adjusted in

ollices and venues relevant
ciough to fit the status of the
great leader for placing him to
the highest honour of coun-

iy, s dlisphoy does not suit its
dignity in the background ol
the photograph of the PM ol the
country or at a place where it
should not be di ;

The Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and prime
minister Sheikh Hasina are
separale entities. The prime
minister is very much tempo-
rary on the 'musical chair' of
the state power but the father of
the nation is a permanent en-
tity for ever. There is no
for anyone to put him below
that status even if she is his
daughter.

So, | feel it right to
that the PM may pose as the PM
of the country and not as the
daughter of the father of the na-
tion MIL'! The father of the
nation should be kept above all
controversy.

Abdul Latif MBlla
Dhaka

Remembering 12
November

Sir, have passed

since the unf table tidal

bore that the coastal

beit of the southern part of the

country on November the 12th.
| led a small team of medical

ple where life was once il

nise and beauty had becovine
a Liuul ol devastation. It had
rendered a fertile and alluvial
portion ol Bangladesh com-
pletely barren. magnitude
of the disaster was unbearable
to see. clustered around
us with painful memory of their
irreparable loss, unbearable
separation, fathomless grief.

We met few lucky grown-
who survived al‘ttrya total :‘;:
of the child pngullunn. The
whole area had become the
mass graveyard of countless
brave sons who were born to
fight against all odds and
calamities.

The few who were spared to
tell the tale were speechless,
stunned with vacant -
sions. What could they tell
when life was without passion?
The waves of the sea whom
t are associated so much,
had not only swept a their
near and dear ones but has
taken away their T‘Iﬂ' of feel-
ings. On every 12t
:% then | pray silently to Al-
lah. the Almighty never to
stow mankind
calamity of unbearable magni-
tude. anywhere in future. Amin.

Prof M Myibul Hogue
mqudm
Dhaka Medical College &
Hospital
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