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Prime Mini

ster Sheikh Hasina giving away awards of the

National Education Weck 96 at the Osmany Memorial

Hall vesterday.

Free education for girls
up to HSC soon : PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said comprv
hensive education programmnws,
including free schooling flor
girls up to twelve class. would be
implemented soon for a quick
raise in the nation's literacy
rate, reports UNB.

"We'll immediately imple-
ment free women education
programme up lo twelve class.™
she said. adding there is no al-
ternative to education for socto-
cultural advancement. political
stability and economic devel-
opment of the country.

Education is an essential el-
ement to Iree the nation from
rovertyi she said. adding "we
1ave singled out poverty as the
number one problem of the
country and education as the
means of freeing the nation
from poverty.”

Addressing the award-giving
ceremony of the National Edu-
cation Week 1996 at the Osmani
Memorial Hall in the morning.
she said an educated man is an
assel for his family and for the
nation.

Although it sounds rude, the
reality is that the majority of
the population is illiterate,
most of whom are women. she
said. "So. the expansion of
women education is necessary
to reduce the gap between the
rate of male and female educa-
tion." she added.

The Prime Minister said her
government believes that it

— PID photwo

would be able to ensure a life-
oriented education system by
introducing an up-to-date na-
tional educallnlmrlmli:-_\;_

Education Minister ASHK
Sadique. education secreta
Abdullah Harun Pasha and ad-
ditional secretary of the Min-
istry Prof Tahmina Hossain
also addressed the function.

l.iter. the Prime Minister
disiributed awards ainong 30
educational institutions and 44
teachers for their contribution
to the nsion of education.

Hasina also distributed
medals and certificates among
126 students of schools and in-
termediate-level colleges for
their performance in song.
dance. recitation, speech. girat
and other competitions.

Army man bcats
up CCC driver

CHITTAGONG. Nov 4: Traflic
on the city's busy CDA Avenue
halted for about an hour today
following a dispute between the
drivers of an Army vehicle and
a City Corporation garbage car-
rier, reports UNB.

Witnesses said an Army
driver beat the driver of a Chit-
tagong City Corporation (CCC)
garbage vehicle which hit the
Army pickup at the WASA

crossing around 2 pm.

US goes

From Page 1
Republicans would keep control
of Congress,

Making the case for his own
re-election, the president cast
himself in the role of a unifier.

"We must say 'No' tomorrow
to the proposition that we are
all a bunch of isolated individ-
uals,” Clinton told a charged-up
crowd in West Palm Beach.
Florida, on Sunday. "We are one
nation. one community. going
forward into the 21st century.”

Without mentioning chal-
lenger Dole by name, Clinton
became more pointed in his
suggestion that a Republican in
the White House would be a
source of social division.

Dole, meanwhile. continued
his own marathon campaign-
ing. spending Sunday in
California, before setting out
early today for a one-day blitz
of Arizona, New Mexico, :
Louisiana. Tennessee and lowa.

At every stop, Dole stressed
the theme that Clinton is inca-
pable of providing the moral
and ethnical leadership the na-
tion deserves.

Dole suggested at a mid
rally in acramento, the
Calilornia capital, that the

New gas field
discovered in
B'baria

A new gas lield Las been dis-

covered in the Shalda river of

Kasba thana in Brahmanbaria
districl. reports UNB.

This will be the 20th natural
#as reserve of the country, said
an official handout yesterday.

Bangladesh etroleum

Eﬂlré’qé?]uun Company Limited
( under the

inistry of
Power. Energy and Mineral

Resources has discovered the

field without any help from
E:E‘lﬁ cx!::mu.

- haﬂ started di a

-metre deep well in the

field on July 19 and completed

the work on Oclober 18.
BAPEX discovered another

cominercial gas fleld at
Shahbajpur in Bhola district in
November last year, the hand-
out added.

to polls

Clinton White House will face

increasing legal entanglements
in a second term that could hurt

the country. .
candidate Ross

Reform
Perot was a distant third ev-

erywhere but pulli
voles in some ltatultlgilm
the outcome. He spent the day in

his campaign venue of choice —
a television studio — working

WASHINGTON, Nov 4: The
first results from tomorrow's
US elections are expected
shortly after polls close at 6 pm
EST (2300 GMT) in the states
of Kentucky and Indiana. Fuller
results will come when another
seven eastern states close their
polls at 7 pm (midnight GMT).
The first television metwork
projection of the presidential
election winner is unlikely to
come before 9 pm (0200 GMT)
and it could be much later if the

mhﬂqn,mthr.

on spots to fill 120 minutes ol
1iciwork time he has purchased
on elective eve.

The US presidential race is
decided by electoral votes, with
each state given a certain num-
ber of votes on its popula-
tion, Winning a state, even by
the smallest of ns, enti-
tles a candidate to all of that
state's electoral votes. It takes a
majority. or 270 of 538 elec-
toral votes. to win the presi-

PM’s steps to
open KPM urged

CHITTAGONG, Nov 4: The
Karnaphuli Paper Mills (KPM)
All Party Action Committee to-
day submitted a memorandum
urging the Prime Minister to
take ent steps to reactivate
the mills which stopped opera-
tion on Sunday due to discon-
nection of gas line, reports
UNB.

The memorandum for the
Prime Minister was submitted
through the Thana Nirbahi
Officer of Kaptai in Rangamati
district after a protest rally at
the Chandraghona mills gate.
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documents, ad devia-
tion from the set method of
nepoltism and

Prime -
uments of all categories of gov-
ernment and semi-governmenl
organisations having cestimated
cosl ol Taka 1en lakh or over
would be available in the con-

Lions as well as
dn!l;llluu commissioner's of-

Necessary steps will be taken
in offices concerned to main-
tain law and order so that all
contractors and suppliers can
gﬂﬂlfip!lf safely in the bid-

ing.

If any contractor or supplier
was found violating the normal
process he would be black Hsiod
and would be charged under il
criminal code.

College student
stabbed to death
in Khulna

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 4: Tension is
prevailing on the B L College
campus after the brutal killing
of Mushfiqur Rahman, 23 a
student of college.

He was beaten Lo death near
the a Government Girls'
College on Sunday evening by a
group of unidentified young-
men said

ﬂ

T'i‘u: Ban iaﬂ:sh Chhatra

League (BCL) claiming the de-
ceased as their attivist has
blamed the JCD lor the killing
The JCD has denied the charpe.

The BCL has. however. de-
manded a holday in the BL Col-

lege tomorrow in menory of tl
e
deceased. '

US fighter fires
missile at Iraqi
missile system

WASHINGTON, Nov 4: A US
F-16 fighter fired a anti-radar
missile at an Iragi mobile sur-
face-to-air missile system today
in the second such incident in

three days, a Pentagon spokes-
man l.fh.k}rs ris ﬁ%
"The F-16 received indica-

tions he was being targeted.”
said Pentagon spokesman Sam
Grizzle. "Acting under the rules
of engagement. he fired a mis-
sile at it.”

The incident occurred at
0900 GMT about 40 kilometers
from where a similar incident
occurred Saturday.

7 killed

From Page |
other victim, aged about 25,
could not be identilied.

Drivers of the trucks lled
immediately. Both the trucks
were towards Dhaka.

In another incident. twelve
policemen were injured when a
truck rammed a police petrol
van near Mijimiji on the
Naraya j-Demra road.

Ol the injured. three were
taken to the Pangu Hospital in
Dhaka in serious condition,
four to the Rajarbagh Police
line hospital and two to the
Narayanganj hospital. Three
nit}md were released after first
aid.

Our Correspondent from
Tangail says, one person was
killed and 16 others injured in
a road accident at Korotla Bazar
under Tangail thana on the
Dhaka-Tangail highway yes-
terda{ evening.

Witnesses said, a Tangail-
bound minibus of Sajib Parib-
ahan hit some road-side vehi-
cles at 5.30 pm as the driver lost
control of the bus.

Abul Kalam, 23, a tempo
driver ol Nagar Jalpai, died on
the spot.

Critically injured Shahidul
Islam was sent to Dhaka for
treatment while 10 others were
admitted to Tangail General
Hos it&kﬂ -

ur shahi Correspondent
reports: Ajnunnr boy about
five months was killed and
three others including his par-
ents were injured when a tempo
plunged into a roadside ditch
yesterday morning at Kadirganj
in the city.

The injured were admitted to
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-

ital where the minor boy,
bu, succumbed to his injuries.

The boy was son of one Ali of
Ujirpur village under Natore
District.

BSS adds: One person was
killed and 15 others injured
when a Homna bound bus from
Comilla fell into a road-side
ditch on Dhaka-Chittagong
Highway at Raipur Bazar under
Daudkandi thana of Comilla
district yesterday.

According to eye witnesses,
the accident occurred when a
;zccdinc& bus coming from

ipur of Noakhali district lost
ils control and hit from behind
the Homna-bound bus standin
on the road. The Homna-boun
bus fell into the roadside ditch

killing one and injuring 15 oth-
mEI

rst aid at Gauripur Hos-
pital.

t of the injured were

il
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| American Chamber
- formally launched

By Staff Correspondent

American Chamber of
Commerce in Bangladesh
(AmCham), rmucnung the US
business In country. was
lormally launched yesterday to

mote economic ties between

he two countries.

Launching the new chamber,
Minister for Commerce and In-
dustry Tofael Ahmed. hoped
that the chamber would play a
vital role in increasing the ﬂ'o'
of American investment in

“5 Mnl:'msudor David N

Merrill and President of the
Chamber Forrest Cookson,
others, also at the

~function held at a city hotel.

Seeking active cooperation

from the American en-
trepreneurs in Bangladesh's de-
velopment efforts, Tofael

Ahmed said. "We want to see

that the American industrial-

ists are coming in a way (o

invest in our country.” gov-

ernment has prepared the

ﬁ:uund for foreign investment' .
> acided

In this regard. he mentioned
various steps laken by the gov-
ernment to remove different
bottlenecks in industrializa-
tion of the country.

"A permanent law commis-
sion was formed to formulale
new laws and solve legal barri-
ers lo industrialization of the
country and growth of the pri-
vale sector.” the minister said.

The Commission had al-
icady laken several steps in-
cluding drafting a law al ng
establishment ol export pro-
cessing zones in the private sec-
tor. he pointed out.

David N Merrill also hoped
that the American investors
would come to Bangladesh for
large scale investment in the
near future,

He regretted that Foreign [i-
rect  Investment (FDI) in
Banglaodesh from America
couldl not cross 25 million US
chollars in the last two years due
1o some impediments.

Ac s to htni:l, the main
barrier ard was -
ical instabilit rr:ﬂ.. o

Ba has achieved a
lot in bringing political stahil-
ily and creating gromwis that
would attract the atiention of
American eutrepreneurs, Mer
ril saidl.

He mentioned that 50 per
cenl ol the enquiries received
during Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's recent visit to the US
concerned power. oil and gas
seclors.

Termin
the new chamber a "pos
-tcr. the ambassador said this
will give a signal to the US in-
vestors.

Referring to the growing
trade between (wo countries,
Merrill said that US was the
largest buyer of Bangladeshi
fabrics while Bangladeshi en-
irepreneurs imported a large
number of machinery from U!_

AmCham. formerly the
American Bangladesh Eco-
nomic Forum (ABEF). is the
first single country foreign
chamber of commerce in
Bangladesh and has been regis-
ltered with the Joint Stock
Comypuinies,

One killed
In City
By DMC Correspondent

An unidentified man aged
about 30, was killed when some
bricks and other materials
from an under-construction
highrise building fell on him at
Purana Paltan in the city yes-
terday.

He sustained fatal injuries
as the construction materials
fell on his head when he was
passing the area near the Jon-
aki Cinema hall. at about 4 pm,
police said

Motijheel police picked up

lour persons rosn the bullding

site Interrogation yesterday
evening.

the formation ol
itive"

Cooperative relati
Govt-NGOs a must: Kibria

Finance Minister Shah ASM
Kibria vesterday said nobody is
above the laws of the land and
no organisation is parallel lo
the government, reports UNB.

There must be cooperative
and supportive relationship be-
tween the government and the
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs). he said at the pub-
lication ceremony of a new re-
port.

The report entitléd "Pur-
suing Comhmbn Goals: Streng-
thening Relations DBetween
Government and Development
NGOs™ was launched at a
function at the Women's Volun-
tary Association (WVA) audi-
torium in the city in Lthe
evening.

Agriculture. Food, Disaster
Managemenlt and Reliel
Minister Matia Chowdhury

over the lunction.

It was addressed by World
Bank Resident Representative
in Dhaka Pierre Landell-Mills.
Local Government Division
Secretary Hasnat Abdul Hye.
Grameen Udyog Managing
Director Lutfullahil Majid. Pro-
Vice Chancellor of National
University Prof Mahbub Ullah,
Prof Syed M Hashemi of

Jahangirnagar University and
Secretary Genvral
Bangladesh Sociely lor the
Enforcement of Human Rights
Sigma Huda.

Addressing the function, the
finance minister said the NGO's
are playing a significant role in
providing micro-credits to the

in rural areas to improve
their socio-economic condi-

tions.
The rnment {s very co-
operative to dnd supportive of

the NGOs. he said adding that
the NGOs must carry out their
aclivities with the support ol
lhc'ﬁnmlk of the conmntry as well
as the

goveriuneil,

About proposal i the Report
scKing exemption ol Lax lor the
NGOs in case of income generat-
ing projects, the Finance

Minister said if it is accepted.
the entire tax administration
will collapse and many may use
it to manipulate.

Speaking on 1he ocecasion.
Matia Chowdhury said that
since the government and the
NGOs are pursuing the coinmon
goal of poverty alleviation, a
coordinated approach is very

needed.
“The bottom line for success-

ol
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Bokassa dead

PARIS Nov 4 Jean- Bedel
Bokassa. a former dictator ac-
cused of slaughtering and can-
nibali critics of
Alrican
died, radio stations
day. He was 75,

Europe
Paris. said Bokassa died of a

heart attack Sunday evening at
a clinic in Bangui, capital

AP

ruled as a sell- latmed “em-
peror” from | untfl 1979,
Bokassa's son, Jean-Char-

les. confirmed the death in an
interview with the BBC World
service, saying medics at the

mhhu

onship between

clinic tries in vain to
oxveen and restart his

ful coordination is a sense of

partnership. commitment and

A commoi vision based on mu-

tually shared information and
rience.”

The ri proposes thal a
National Task g'nrﬂ' should be
st up involving the govern-
ment, NGOs aixl others to iden-
lify ways to develop a coordi-
nated approach to poverty alle-
viation initiatives of the gov-
ernment and the NGOs.

The government, it says,
should also set up a task
force with representatives from
the ADAB and other sectoral
networks to harmonize all ex-
isting laws and regulations in
order to remove inconsisten-
cies.

The ri recommends that
the NG Affairs Bureau
(NGOAB). meant to provide one-
step service to the NGOs, needs
to simplify its numerous proce-
dures to reduce the burden of

rk on NGOs and elimi-
nate unjustified interference in
the NGOs legitimate activities;
reduce the strain placed on the
NGOARB's institutional capacity
and reorient its activities from
a focus on control to supportive
functions.

Central
blic regime. has
to-

reports AP,
| radio, monitored in

the
tiny African nation he had

!

JS obituary ref

From Page 1
Aniin of the Treasury Bench.

The order of the day that in-
cluded an hour-long question
answer session and disposal of
three call atiention notices on
‘matters ol public importance.”
was completed by 8010 pun.

But as soon as Suranjit Sen-
fupta ol the ruling party. who
1us been voled to parliament
through the recent by-election
in Habiganj-2 constituency.
raised a lg)-uint ol order at 8:17
pm, BNP legislators started
making comments questioning
the fairness of the election.

Suranjit was, however, seen
trying to make a point on the
reported carrying of a firearm
by the PS to the Leader of the
Dpfl!?_‘sluun in the JS.

e PS. who carrﬂn a li-
censed firearm, was challenged
at the Sangsad Bhabhan gate on
November 1 and eventually a
general diary was filed with the
police station concerned.

As Suranjit referred to the
incident, shouts from BNP leg-
islators obstructed him. Mean-
while, the Treasury Bench
members were on their feet,
leading the House to a state of
near pandemonjum.

At this point, the Speaker
was heard saying: “1 do not hear

Govt procured
10 lakh bales

of Jute

By Staff Correspondent

Minister of State for Jute A K
Faizul Haq informed the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday that the gov-
ernment procured 10.01 lakh
bales (48.30 lakh maunds] of
jute between July 1 and October
21 this year.

the average
478.20 per maund.

Replying to questions from
BNP lawmaker M K Anwar and
Awami League deputy Mirza
Azam. he said that the total re-
quirement of state-run jute
mills for the current fiscal was
18 lakh bales. There was a stock
of one lakh bale from last fis-
cal's car r. he said.

He told another questioner
that there was no scope to raise
the procurement price of jute.

rice was Tk

an]gr one. Please let me hear the
MP who is on the floor and al-
low me to judge his contention.
"But neither the BNP MPs nor
the Treasury Bench members
responded to this. The S

then adjourned the session at
8:40 pm.

Earlier, the House disposed
of three call attention notices
by Zafrul Islam Chowdhury of
BNP and Nurul Islam Nahid
and Saber Hossain Chowdhury
of Aw.imi League.

Bid to trespass

Froin Page 1
with Sh?llz:l who hails from
Bogra Sadar and presently re-
sides at Mirpur Section-1 in the
city.

Shaju. however. told police
that he collected a pass a
senior opposition MP. He iden-
tified himself as a garments
worker and said that he col-
lected the pass for visiting the
Sangsad Bhaban to observe the
proceedings of the House. He en-
lered the sad Bhaban at
around 5 pm showing the pass
to the on duty SB po at the
main entry gate, police said
quoting Shaju.

In the other Iincident.
Hemayet and Bahar entered the
Gana Bhaban when chased by
patrol police for their suspi-
clous movements in the nearby
Crescent Lake Road. Palice said
that the two ran and entered the
reception room of the Gana
Bhaban from where they were
arrested.

Hemayet resides |In
Mohammadpur area in the city
while Bahar is an LGED em-
ployee in Jhalakathi, who re-
cently came to Dhaka for a
visit, police said.

Senior police officials were
interrogating the three at the
Tejgaon thana till late last
night. Their motives were yet to
be ascertiained, police added.

VOA programme
on US elections

Voice Of America Bangla
Service will broadcast a special
one-hour ‘Jrngramme on US

Presidential and Co sional
elections tomorrow from 7:30
am (BST).

==

20 plots

Fronm Page |
government this vear, he said.

The state minister gave the
list of alloitees while answering
to a question from Awami
League lawmaker Saber Hus-
<:1inn Chowdhury.

Replying to another ques-
tion he told the House that
though 347 plots were allotted
in Baridhara J-block in the
city, those plots could not be
handed over to allottees du= to
illegal occupants.

He said that the illegal occu-
pants could not be evicted al-
though a Petition Comnnmittee
headed by the Speaker of last
parliament was lormed earlier
and a decision in this regard
was taken by the Parliamen-
tary Committee on Housing and
Works Ministry.

The state minister informed
the House that the government
had recently set an October 31
deadline for eviction of the ille-

al occupants. But the DcB
%nmnﬂssinncr (North) of Ll:i[t%
in a letter on October 28 had ex-
pressed his inability to deploy
police for their eviction on that
date due to law and order situa-
tion, the state minister said.

He. however, assured that an
eviction drive would be made
soon and allottees would gel
their plots.

Tk 1.2 lakh

From Pagi- |
Gopibagh at around 8 pm. He
was under treatment at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) till last night. pelice
and hospital sources said.

According to seme of his
friends who rushed him to the
DMCH, Sohel. son of Mazharul
Islam, was going to his house at
Gopibagh from the Dhaka
Stock Exchange (DSE) in a rick-
shaw. An investor at the DSE.
Sohel had with him 300 shares
of a holding company and Tk
20,000 in cash.

The gang intercepted his
rickshaw snatched away the
share certificates and money
after the attack.

However. some other friends
of the victim said the cause of
the attack was a us ri-
vairy between Sohel and some
youths in the locality.

According to police the dis-
pute between Sohel and the at
tackers developed over the deal

| ing of shares last Tuesday.

visits Chakma refugees

By Monitoring Staff

A five-member Indian par-
liamentary team yestierdav met
the representatives ol the
Chakma refugees of Chitt
Hill Tracts CHT) in
capntal of the state of
Lhe BBC said last night.

The BBC report monitored in
Dhaka said the parliamentary
team bed by OS Rajagopal dis-
cussed with the refugee leaders
as well as Chakma leaders and
human rights activists the
repatriation of the refugees.

The CHT refugee representa-
tives teamn was led by a former
MP from the Chittagong Hill
( hittag Tracts. Upendralal
( hakma.
various Chakma organisations
of Tripura were led by Mrinal

Mi[Eur Hnming_EsEE
Showcause on
Works Ministry

A High Ceurt division bench
erday issued rule the
inistry of Works to show
cause within four weeks as to
;.h'jfﬂ't mlﬂ o of Block A,
ol ion ; rpur Housing
Estate, Dhaka. eon the
vacan!t space known as 'Lal
Math' imto residential plots

rtala.
pura.

should not be declared i
lawful authority and of no legal
vllect. reports JSS

The bench comprised Justice
Kazi Ebadul Huq and Justice
Amirul Kabir Chowdhury.

Advocate Saleem Ullah and
liis associates filed the writ pe-
tition. contending that
Ministry of Works has taken
plan to divide a well-known
park 'Lal Math' at Section 12,
Mirpur into small plots te be
leased out to 32 and for
construction of bulilding for
Pallabi Police Station. This
will pollute the environment,
necessary for the health and
wellbeing of the people in the
area.

Advocate M | Faroogqui with
Advocale Saleem Ullah moved
the petition.

representatives of

Kanti Chakma.

Mrinal told newsmen that
they mainly discussed the prob-
lems of the 50.000 = who
came to Tripura from Bansla-
desh over the last 10 years.

They said they spoke (v e
parliamentary team of discrin-

ination against the CHT
refugees by the Indian authori-
lies.

The Chakma leaders urged
the team to take steps far pro-
viding the CHT refugees with
the same facilities given to
Tamil and Tibetan refugees in

India.

said food rations and
financial allocations for the
CHT refugees were decreasing
making their life in the refugees
camps in South Tripura un-
bearable.

Rajagopal told the newsmen
that the team had earlier vis-
ited CHT refugee camps in
Arunachal state. As the Indian
government itsell had given
shelter to these refugees in the
1960s. Their security should be
ensured. he said.

Signboard issue

Jubo Dal brings

out procession
at N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Nov 4:
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal today
brought out a procession

prolesting replacement of the
signboard of Narayanganf

Shaheed Zia Hall with a -
board of 'Shaheed Mukti
Auditorium’ by some unidenti-
fied two days ago.
eanwhile. some unidenti-
fied people yesterday erased the
name of Shaheed Zia Hall from
the signboard of the
Naravanganj Press Club which
has its olfice in the hall.
A tense situation is prevail-
ing in the town over the issue.

Sangsad tidbits

From Pade 1|
Nasim pulled his hand back
and did not join then.

Tolael. making a sialement
on a proposal for setting up of
a1l export processing zone in
Sylhet said. "It could be a glori-
ous history for our government
lo sel up an export processing
zone in Sylhet wherefrom the
Finance Minister, his predeces-
sor and the Speaker hail”.

"Suranjit Sengupta is also
irom the same area.” Tofael

hastiened to add making
Sengupta more h :
* *

[n a hasty move to get rid ol a
clhiaotic situation caused in the
House over a remark by AL leg-
islator , Prof Panna Kaiser,
Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury gave the floor to
Zafrul Islam Chowdhury of
BNP. "Please. hurry up. read

your notice.” a prompt Speaker
uttered.
* * *

The Speaker announced the
name of Md Shahidul Islam of
BNP to raise a question. But Md
Shahidul Islam was absent. The
Speaker looked at the other
BNP lawmaker with the same
name and asked. "Would Prof
Shahidu! islam like to raise the
question of Md Shahidul
Islam?"

A happy Prof. Shahid was
prompt enough to stand up and
say. "Yes, | would.”

* & *

As Communications Minis-
ter Anwar Hossain Manju told
the House about a government
plan to expand the ESCAP-
proposed Trans-Asian Railway
route to the country's southern
region, BNP Whip AYM Khali-
lur Rahman z-ui.kné the minister.
“Is it that route through which

Lthe present government is
lanning to give corridor to

ndia*?"

A smiling Manju replied.” It
is that route which was dis-
cussed during the BNP rule”.

» w *

Sharif Khashruzzaman ol
the AL seemed [rustrated with
the” Communications Minister's

Samad Azad

From g |

The Foreign Minister will be
having official meetings with
Indian External Affairs Minis-

ter 1K Gujral. He is also :
to meet other Indian leaders.

Abdus Samad Azad will also
be carrying a al letter
from Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina for Indian Prime Minis-
ter Deve Gowda. the sources
said.

Azad will be by
senior officials of the foreign
ministry and the water re-
sources ministry.

The Foreign Minister's visit
comes on the heels of the five-
day oflicial visit of Water Re-
sources Minister Abdur Razzak

to India.

Diplomatic sources said that
Samad Azad's wvisit will ve
the way for fixing the date =‘ A
summit meeting between the
Prime Ministers of the two
countries either in December or
In early January.

replv to his question. The
Colninnuucation Minister said
th.o construction of the Chitra
.ol Nabaganga bridges in
“warail district could be com-
pleted by the ncext fiscal year

provided sulliowent fumnds were
allocated,

"Construction of bri
s0 mmany big rivers are
completed the
of money has been raised in the
case of two small bridges in my
area ...." a visibly angry ruling
pirty MP lamented.

No more public
lottery: Kibria

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria vesterday said that the
ment would not give any
urther permission for public
lottery. Addressing the publica-
tion ceremony ur:! "Bangladesh
Pursuing Common Goals" here,
the minister said. "We have de-
cided to stop giving
to anvone to holkd public lot-
tery.” reports BSS,

Importers

Froom Pace |

two ‘price books' known as
'Yellow Book' and “Silver Book.'
These books are published by a
marketting appraisal assecia-
tion in Japan and are updated
every month with about 95 per
cent . he said.

When asked who would bear
the liability if the court ruling
eventually in favour of the
Customs Department. the offi-
cial said that the importer
woulld have (o pay the differ-
e1ces.

Taxes on imported recondi-
tioned vehicles range (rom 30
per cent to 45 per cent. The im-
porter is also subjected to sup-
p]mnh&r}" dlltt}" on the mmhc

“"We have already hrm;fﬂ t
matter to the knowl  of
higher authorities,” said the ol-
ficial adding that the National
Board of Revenue was taking
steps to move to the court soon.
The maltter may also be dis-
cussed at higher government
echelons. he said.

It was learnt that dispute be-
tween the Customs and the im-
porters started when the re-
sponsibility of certifying and
determining the price of im-

rted cars (better known as
CRF) was taken away from an
international company in De-
cember 1995 and was vested in
the Customs rtment.

A car trader in the city told
this correspondent that a -
ful of importers was benefitting
from the whole thing.

"But the ;‘ﬂ;iuumm ;Jl'" al-
ways paying 1 prices CAlS
because when prices are fixed,
importers are charging in full.”
he said.

At the Chitt:%ong port, both
the sites used for keeping im-
ported cars were filled up. The
manager of the sites said. "we
can accommeodate upto 2,200
cars in the sheds. In the last
months the delivery is less be-
cause the courts have been on
annual vacation.”

Between November 1995 and

June 1996 4.532 cars were re-
leased (rom one shed alone.



