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Rescuers find bodies
of US couple in
as

Rescuers dug through 2 and
half metres (eight feet) of snow
Sunday to uncover -the bodies
ol a US medical school dean,
his wile and three Nepalese
who died while sleeping in
their tent in the high Hi-
malayas. AP reports from
Kathmandu.

The bodies ol Philip J Fi-
alkow, 62, of the Umiversity of
Washington medical school in
Seattle, and his wife, Helen,
also 62. were {lown to Dunai.
300 Kilometres (180 miles)
northwest of Kathmandu. the
Nepalese capital. said Maj.
Kisendra Shahi. the heli-
copter pilot.

AIDS cases rising
fast in Jamaica
AIDS is spreading quickly

in Jamaica and its victims are
increasingly women and chil-
dren, a Health Ministry report
states, AP reports f{rom

Kingston.

ree hundred new cases of
AlIDS were reporied in the first
nine months of 1996 — double
the number recorded during
the same period in 1994, ac-
cording to the report. As of the
end ol September, a total of

1.823 cases of AIDS had been

reported on the Caribbean is-

land since 1982, when the gov-
ernment began keeping track

of the disease. the report
stated.

4 burnt to death

in Malaysia

Four Malaysians were
burnt to death in a fire that
razed their house early yester-
day in the central state of Se-
langor police said, AFP re-
ports from Kuala Lumpur.

A police spokesman said
the dead — three brothers and
a woman, all of whom worked
in a factory — were trap in
separate rooms. But the 18
other occupants of the rented
two-storey house managed to
escape or were away at work.

2 killed in Indian

road mishap

An angry mob sei a passen-
ger bus ablaze in the western
Indian state of Maharashtra
after the bus ran out of control
and crushed two pedestrians
to death. the Press Trust of In-
dia reports yesterday. AFP re-
ports from New Delhi.

It said another person was
seriously injured when the
private bus ploughed through
people in the state's beed dis-
trict on Sunday. The driver es-
caped and the mob told the

passengers to get out before
torching the vehicle. '

US businessman
shot dead in Moscow

A US businessman who has
been involved in a long dis-
pute over control of one of
Moscow's best-known hotels
was shot to death Sunday by
an unknown assailant, AP re-
ports from Moscow.

Paul Tatum was killed by a
single attacker who fired his
submachine-gun at the busi-
nessman near the entrance to
the Kievsky metro station in
downtown Moscow, a police
spokesman said. The station
is located just near the Radis-
son-Slavyanskaya Hotel
where Tatum had his office.
President Clinton has been
staying at the hotel during his
trips to Moscow. most recently
in April.

3 trawlers
seized in S Korea

South Korean maritime
Fuhce seized 35 Chinese
ishermen and three trawlers
on charges of illegal fishing in
South Korean maritime waters,
reports said yesterday, AFP

reports from Seoul.

The three 90-tonne boats,
the Luro 1371, 1372 and
1373. and their crews were
taken into police custody on
Sunday after being caught 11 to
13 miles (17 to 20 kilometers)

from Maenggol Island. Yonhap
news agency said.

- Swedish PM
meets Li

Swedish Prime Minister
Goran Persson has met with his
Chinese counterpart Li Peng for
talks intended to strengthen
relations between the two cou-
ntries, AP reports from Beging

Persson, accompanied b
about 30 Swedish executives,
emphasised in the Sunday
meeting that Sweden believes
there are broad prospects for
furthering economic coopera-
tion, the state-run Xinhua News
Agency reported Monday.

International

Several officials sacked, detained students freed

ISLAMABAD. Nov 4: Mun-
toor Wattoo, a bitter rival of
Pakistan Prime Minster Be-
nazir Bhutto, sacked several of-
ficials and ordered detained
students freed today. a day after
a court reinstated him as head
of the country's largest pro-
vince, reports AFP.

Wattoo, who resumed office
as Chief Minster of Punjab on
Sunday. 14 months after his
dismissal a presidential de-
cree, vo to fight "undemo-
cratic” methods in the country.

The Chief Minster. in his
first press conference after the
ruling by the Lahore High
Court. said he ordered the re-
lease ol students detained for
protesting the privatisation of
schools and colleges.

He also said he would fight
nepotism by providing "jobs
strictly en merit." Watloo was

out in September 1995
after he fell out with Benazir for

allegedly ignoring her party's
interests.

Her ally Arif Nakai was
ckctﬁrm his place by the 248-
memoe Mcmhir

After a year-long hearing,
the Lahore High Court ruled
that Nakais election as Chief
Minster on September 13 1995
was "unlawful.,” and ordered
that Wattoo be returned to his
post.
Watloo's reinstatement at
the head of the provincial gov-
ernment after the widely-publi
cised contretemps with Benazir,
sparked intense political ma-

neuvering in the Punjab. con-
sidered crucial
stability.

Asif Ali Zardari, Benazir's
husband and also federal Min-

ster for Investment. has been in

the provincial capital, Lahore,
for a week in an apparent bid to
maintain the ruling coalition's
unity and defeat the political

threat.

The People's Democratic

Front (PDF) alliance led by the
embattiled Benazir moved a no-
trust motion against Wattoo
soon after the court declared his

r 1995 dismissal ille-

Benazir said the judgement
was "acceptable” to her ern-
ment but warned the Punjab
Assembly would decide Wattoo's

for national

Wattoo vows to fight 'undemocratic'
methods in country

future.

The verdict came as Benazir

was locked in bitter confronta-

tion with the ition over
her economic and with
the Muslim fundamentalist

Jamaat-I-lslami (JI) Party lead-
ing nationwide street protests

against her.
Benazir is also under im-
MeTse over the deteri-

orating law and order situation
in Punjab., sectarian killings

and frequent bomb blasts.
Wattoo has launched hectic
efforts to muster , say-
ing "1 will submit to
of the assembly members” and

condemned political cor-

ruption. adding "the tendency of

horse-trading must be discour-
aged.”

Opposition wins
Bulgarian polls

SOFIA. Nov 4: Oppositien
candidate Petar wor
weekend presidential elections
in Bulgaria with 59.9 cemt
of the domestic vote, the elec-
toral commission said today,
reports AFF

The announcement was
based on 100 per cent of votes
cast in Bulgaria itself. With the
atldition of votes cast by Bulgar-
ians abroad, who backed Stoy-
anov heavily, the oppesition
leader will have garnered just
over 60 per cent in Sunday's
second round, the commission
said.

His opponent, Ivan Marazov
of the ruling Socialist Party
won 40.1 per cent.

The turnout was 61.2 per
cent the commission said, the
lowest in the country since the
collapse of communism in
1989,

Final official results are due
to be announced by tomorrow
evening.

Stoyanov a 44-year-old
lawyer, will take up office on
January 22. He replaces Zheliu
Zhelev. whom he beat in pri-
maries in June to choose a pres-
idential candidate for the op-
position.

ROK to launch new
campaign to root
out corruption

SEOUL. Nov 4: Presideni
Kim Young-sam, stung by a se-
ries ol corruption scandals in-
volving government officials.
said Monday he will launch a
new camp to root oul cor-
ruption in South Korea, reports
AP. .

- "Southl Koréa Has rio to’
become an advanced' ‘¢ ntry
without wiping out corruption,
Kim told a meeting with senior
local government officials.

Kim's government has been
under heavy public criticism af-
ter its Delence Minster, Lee
Yang-ho, was recently found to
have received 187, dollars
in bribes from an arms contrac-
lor.

Lee was arrested about a
week aller he was fired as de-
fence minister. Prosecutors are
still investigating whether the
retired air force general might
have received more bribes.

The country was hit with a
new scandal last week, in which
a number of bus companies in
Seoul reported fake deficits to
persuade city officials to
them N% fare increases. -
ing a 17.5 per cent hike last
year. .

Court permits
Wang Dan
to appeal his
11-yr term

BEIJING. Nov 4: Beijing's
Supreme Court gave ssion
today for dissident Dan to
n{Jp::aJ his 11-year sentence for
plotting to overthrow the gov-
ernment, reports AFP,

But the appeal will be held in
Camea, without the presence of
either Wang Dan or his defence
team his lawyer Yang Dunxia
said.

"A court official called up
this afternoon and asked me
bring my appeal documents to
the Supreme Court next Mon-
day, the dissident's mother
Wang Lingyun said in a tele-
phone interview with AFP.

“The appeal will be held in

rivate, but [ asked to see Wang
an before and the court said it
would see what it could do."” she

' Wa-ng Lingyun co-defended

{1?;] son L:l Bﬂmth Yang at his
rial at the ing Intermediate
People's Court f:Im 30,

CWC unlikely to reach a common stand

Congress (I) meets to review

NEW DELHI. Nov 4: India's
scandal-plagued Congress party
opened a key meeting today to
review its support for Prime
Minster H D Deve Gowda's live-
month-old minority coalition
governmenlt, reports Reuter,

But party officials said
members of the Congress Work-
ing Committee (CWC), the par-
ty's top decision-making body.
were unlikely to reach a com-
mon stand.

The party is grappling with
corruption allegations includ-
ing charges against former

rime minister Narasimha

0. who stepped down in
September as party president
while retaining the post as

leader of Congress's Parliamen-
tary Party.

"Ours is a democratic
and there are different opinions
on important issues. So we will
e discussing ways to narrow
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down the differences. a senior
arty leader. who asked not Lo
w identified. told Reuters on
Monday

Congress presidenl Sitaram
Kesri has had several meetings
with Deve Gowda to ease lies
with the ruling centre-left al-
liance.

But party officials said these
had not prevented some senior
Congress members from de
manding a withdrawal of sup-
port for the 13-group coalition.

Deve Gowda l[ormed his
coalition in June with the tacit
support of Congress after in-
conclusive general elections in
April and May gave his group
{:Il 115 seats in the 545-mem-

r lower house of parliament.

Cung:n. despite its worst
ever deleat in a general election,
won 142 seats. The party has
ruled India most of the time
since independence f(rom

support for UF govt

Britain in 1947,

Simmering tensions be-
iween the Congress and the
United Front worsened last
month when the parties backed
rival leaders for the chief min-
ister's in India’'s most popu-
lous state, Uttar Pradesh. where
local polls produced a hung as-
sembly

"Though it is unlikely thal
the impasse over Uttar 'radesh
would lead to a breaking point,
the relationship is not going to
recover its earlier untroubled
and accommodation spirit.” the
:ﬂndu newspaper said on Mon-

ay.
A Congress Party spokes-
man sald "we had promised
support to Deve Gowda on
certain principles like [ighting
commmunalism. This meeting on

Monday will consider how mu-
ch of that has been lollowed. "
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Rahman with President Ong Teng Cheong of Singapore and his wife. Mrs Ong Teng

Cheong after presenting his credentials at the President House recently.
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Refugees fleeing

from Goma to

north

UN calls for int'l presence to secure
humanitarian aid corridors in E Zaire

GENEVA, Noy 4: UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
Sadako Ogata on Sunday called
for an "international presence”
to guarantee the security of hu-
manitarian aid corridors
which she said should be set up
to avert thousands of deaths in
Easltern Zaire, reports AFP.

"We will have to negotiate
both with the Rwandan and
Zairean government to set up
safety assurance for which I
think international presence
would be required.” Ogata told
the BBC.

Earlier on Sunday, Clgata
had urged in a statement: "We
must open emergency lifelines
to the refugees and displaced
B;eopl:: now, wherever they are.

e must open humanitarian
corridors to enable refugees to
return in safety to Rwanda and
Burundi.”

More than one million civil-
ians are fleeing fighting be-
tween rebels and Zairean
troops.

Ogata said Assistant High
Commissioner Sergio Vieira ge
Mello would leave Monday for
Rwanda and Zaire to discuss
with officials how to ease the
crisis.

Meanwhile the EU Commis-
sioner [or Humanitarian Ac-
tion. Emma Bonino. called
Sunday for urgent action to
help refugees caught in the
crossfire in Eastern Zaire.

In a communique, she said
that 800,000 ple — more
than half of them children un-
der the age of 14 — faced death
due to a lack of lood, drinking
water and medical aid.

AP adds, in the shadow of
the towering Mount Nyiragongo
Volcano, a seemingly endless
line of refugees trudged north-
ward Sunday from the Zairian
city of Goma to escape the ad-
vance of Zaire's Tutsi rebels and
Lheir Rwandan allies.

From a hillside on the
Rwanda side of the border it was

impossible to see a inning or
end to the stream of humanity
heading past the once teeming
Kibumba refugee camp in the
valley below.

A lone Rwandan guard re-
fused to allow reporters to cross
into Zaire at the dirt track Mu-
tova border post 30 kilometres
(20 miles) north of Gisenyi.

He muttered that the camp
below was [filled with dead
Zairian soldiers and Inter-
hamwe, the Rwanda Hutu mili-
tiamen who fled to Zaire after
killing some 500,000 Tutsis in
Rwanda in 1994. It was impos-
sible to verify his claim [rom
the Rwandan side of the border,

The refugees, clutching bun-
dles of meager belongings.
headed up the valley road past
the active volcano and towards
the refugee camp at Katale some
40 kilometers (25 miles) further
north, or the town of Rutshuru
15 kilometres (10 miles) be-
yond.

Juckson's nurse
expecting

Jackson Jr!

LONDON, Nob 4 : Michael
Jackson's nurse is

inf:lnt .

which was conceived b{’elrtiﬂ—
cial insemination at t Los

les Fertility Institute and
is in F .

Rowe. 37. has known Jack-
son for 15 years and has
treat the star for vitiligo the
ailment that has lightened his
skin, the - said.

"Michael is so excited.” the
News of the Weorld her as
saying "He saying how he
can't wait and nine months
is too long.”

There was no immediate
-::ummcn!r from Jackson's en-
tourage Te queries were
left with mlu. head of
public relations for Michael
Jackson Corp . and with Jack-
:mhn personal manager Sandy

yalling

The ran the item
under the headline “I'm Having
Jacko's Baby. " The pa in-
cluded a grainy picture that a
peared to show her with Jack-
L B

The News of the World said it
had acquired taped conversa-

tions in which Rowe discussed

the pregnancy. The newspaper
did not say how it the tapes
or whether it paid them.

i The ;“1:, of the World said
the couple do not plan to .
But it said Rowe hplt‘l cmhﬂrdmna
a friend that the 38 -vear-old
Jackson will raise the child
himself. though she will receive
visiting rights.

Mother Teresa may

be replaced as head

of the Missionaries
of Charity

CALCUTTA. Nov 4: Mother
Teresa could be replaced as head
of the Missionaries of Charity
in January when the order
voles to choose a successor Lo
the ailing Nobel laureate a
n-:wupmr reported today, re-

poris

The 86-year-old Roman
Catholic nun, who founded the
order in 1950 and has often
talked of standing down today
declined to comment on the up-
coming elections.

"These are in the hands of
we do not talk on these

J mga. Mother Teresa told AFP

from her headquarters in the
eastern Indian city of Calcutta.

. Bister Priscilla 'Lewis,
spokeswoman for the Mission-
aries of-Charity, was quoted as
saying by The Telegraph news-
paper Sunday that plans were
aloot to conduct the elections in
two months.

"Preparations are underway
even as we wait for Molher
Teresa to recover fully,”" she
said.

"It was god's wish that
Mother should continue to lead
his work of love for the poorest
of the poor, added sister
Priscilla.

Cambodian boy
testifies diplomat
paid him for sex

CANBERRA. Nov 4: A Cam-
bodian teen-ager testified Mon-
clay that the Australian ambas-
sador who was instrumental in
cralting the Cambodian peace
plan paid 2 US dollars to have
sex with him in Phnom Penh.
reports AP.

The boy told the Magistrates
court he had sex twice with
John Scott Holloway, 53.

Holloway is facing a com-
mittal hearing on charges gar-
dens around a temple in Phnom
Penh in 1994.

He has not entered a plea, but
has publicly denied the charges.

Early in the 1990s, working
with then-Foreign Minster
(GGareth Evans. Holloway helped
devise the UN peace accord that
led to the departure of the occu-
pying Vietnamese army. and
elections in 1993 to replace the
Hanoi-backed regime with a
new coalition government.

More recently Holloway has
been an advisor to the Cambo-
dian government.

Holloway has been charged
under a 1994 Australian laws
rohibiting child sex tourisin.
nder the law, Australians who
commit child sex crimes over-
seas can be prosecuted as if the
offenses had been committed
within Australia.

Off the

Indonesian opposition leader Megawati Sukarnoputri
prays on Sunday during a ceremony 10 commemorate 100
days wsince the violent July 27 riots, at her home.
Hundreds of supporters along with relatives of persons
still missing attended the ceremony, during which
Megawati gave an emotional speech.
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T-shirt dilemma

DELAWARE, Ohio : A school that discouraged the wearing of
satanic T-shirts is trying to decide whether to e:tend'ﬁﬂt
policy to all religious messages, including Christian ones.

reports AP

That doesn't sit well with eight-grader Sarah Hayatt, whose
wardrobe mcludes shirts with the slogans "Pray Hard.” "It's a

God Thing” and "Jesus”.
“I've been wearing

these shirts since the sixth grade, and

nobody has said anything until now.” the 13-year-old said

Friday. "There's
offensive."”
The issue arose a cou

wore shirts with satanic themes were asked b
to leave them at home, said Principal Santha

nothing wrong with them. They're not

ple ol weeks ago when students who

school officials
I-Friedman.

Those students then asked that classmates not wear shirts
with Christian themes, Stall-Friedman said Suhday.
The principal said she formed a panel of 13 students from all

sides ol the issue — including Sarah —

us a couple of

administrators to study the jssue. She said hcme- will
make a recomme tion to the schaol board later this \";:3 :

A 1960 US

ipreme Court ' d
students wide latitude in what

ision gae | publiec schobl .

can wear said - Marx.

spokesman for the Americand Assodiatban -of Schobl
Administrators in Arlington. Virginia.

Graham Swift's Last
Orders’ wins Booker Prize

LONDON Nov 4: The winner
of the 1996 Booker Prize lor the
best novel of 1996 is Graham
Swift, author of Last Orders. de-
scribed as 'A Black Comedy’
about four men [rom east Lon-
cdon who meets to carry out a

Flhmtthcr friend's dying wish that

is ashes be scatlered at a sea-
side resort. reports LPS.

The chairman of the panel of
judges, Carmen Callil. writer
and co-founder of the publish-
i'rll‘ﬁ house Virago, declared:
"This is a very worthy winner
indeed in what has been a won-
derful year for fiction. One of
the criteria the panel insisted
on was that the chosen book
should be likely to stand the
lest of time. It is our jud nt
that Graham Swift's will
still be read in 50 years.’

Graham Swift. South Lon-
doner son ol a civil servant who
is the author of four other nov-
els which have been translated
into many overseas languages,
reveives £ 20.000 as his prize.
| { wrote Last Orders in just un-
der two years and was 'thrilled
by the award which was a
'deeply rewarding recognition
of my work." Swift was previ-
ously shortlisted for the 1983
prize with Waterland. a reflec-
tive story of love and death set
in the Fenland district of east-
ern England.

Said Carmen Callil: "We had
a extremely high standard
shortlist and there was no real
dispute over who should be the
outright winner. We had lively
discussions. ol course. That is”
part of the fun of the Booker,'

Each year the chairman ol
the Booker panel reads soue
150 novels. The judges then
consider 25 likely contenders
and from these choose a short

list of six. Carmen Callil added:
‘those books we consider to
have real merit are read two or
three times. That is as
the ultimate test. If they survive
that, they are in with a chance.’
‘The Booker' founded in 1968
is widely regarded as the most
restigious event in the English
iterary year. '

A Booker s sman said:
"The intention has always been
to reward merit, raise the
stature of the author in the eyes
of the public and increase sales
of the i '

Graham Swift. who is 47,
has been supplementing his in-
come from novels by teaching
English. He says he writes ev-

y. 'It is an addiction which
is only rivalled by fishing. | am
longing to get back to my desk
0 %iﬂnl?: s -:nf British
1 the present sate
fiction, he said: There is
of good writing. a lot of talent
out there. it comes under attack
from time to time, but it is well
able to look after itself.’

'No early end to

IRA violence’

LONDON, Nov 4: Northern
Ireland's new police chief Ron-
nie Flanagan said Monday he
anticipates no early end to IRA
violence, reports AP.

“We have nothing to
an imminent restoration of the
ceasefire.” he said in a BBC ra-
dio interview on the first day in
his new post on taking over
lrom Sir High Annesley, who
retired.

Asked about news reports
the Irish Republican Army held
a rare top-level meeting of its
ruling General Army Conven-
tion at the weekend

9,700 PLA troops to enter
HK after handover

HONG KONG. Nov 4: Sonw
5., 00 Chinese troops, along
wit) 1 warplanes and navy ships
will . snter Hong Kong immedi-
ately . After the territory returns
to Chir ‘ese rule on July 1 next
year, I-E:.m said lmia}i". accord-
ing to AF. " ‘

A Chin. %8¢ military source
was quoted DY the independent
Chinese lar.'guage Ming Pao
Daily as say \Nng the People's
Liberation Arrn,1y (PLA) troops
would enter Hor,'E Kong via the
Huanggang bord.*r checkpoint
from neighbouring® Quangdon
province at the str.7ke of mid-
night. .

" Air force jets wour'd simul-
taneously land at the S.°k Hﬂl‘?
Airbase and warships Wwoul
travel through Victoria Har-
bour. the channel ara.'ing
Hong Kong from the lo.on

Peninsula, to the Stonecutter's
1sl;ﬂ1d naval base, the report
said.

Both bases were established

by the British but are to be

handed over to the Chinese
military.

The source added that China
plans to post about 6,000 troo
to Hong Kong, with 300 likely
to be e?ln}rcd as an advance
party early next year, Ming Pao
reported.

China has not yet forrmally
announced how many troops it
will station in Hong Kong or
how they would be deployed.

But the subject remains
highly sensitive in the terri-
tory, with many residents har-
bouring bitter memories. of
television footage of the 1989
Tianmen Square massacre: in

Beijing.

Fighting for parties becomes most legitimate work for Iraqi Kurds

AQRA, Iraqg, Nov 4: As night
falls, the streets of this small
Kurdish town are crowded with
mer ca;glng machine guns,
reports :

The restaurant owner, the
mechanic and the barber flaunt
their semi-automatics. A Kalas-
hnikov on the counter tells
would-be robbers to try
somewhere else.

This is the Wild West of the
Middle East. But instead of a re-
volver holstered on every hip.
there is an assault riue siulig on
every shoulder.

In Iragi Kurdistan. weapons
and violence have become a way
of life.

The chaotic politics of nea-
rly a dozen Kurdish factions,
marked by suddenly shifting
alliances of guerilla fighters
and town populations, make for
an unstable society.

So unstable that Western

governments — and even Iraq

and Iran — have sometlines
shrunk Irom getting involved
in the feuding that has been go-
ing on for decades in the craggy
mountains of northern Iraq.

The party in charge ol a cily
one day may be retreating under
gnlire the next. The townsiolk
chiange the flags in their win
tdows to reflect the winner ol the
liitest power struggle.

‘I sleep with my RKalash-
nikov under my pillow every
night, so it is not stolen — be-
cause it's expensive — and so
nobody can harm me even dur-
ing my sleep.” said Hushiyar
Fars, a 23-year-old fighter
spending his time off from the
front in a tea house playing
backgammeon.

"You cannot trust anyone in
Kurdistan. Bul your gun you
can. It's my best friend," said
Fars. He fights for the Kurdistan
Democratic Party. which is

getting support from Saddam
Hussein's Iraqi government in
its fight with the Iran-backed
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan.

The two parties signed an
agreermnent ursday promising
lo maintain the latest US-bro-
kered ceasefire and rebuild a
regional government that col-
lapsed three years ago. The par-
ties have been [ighting in-
lensely for two years and have
broken several ceaselires.

Those who live here know
part of the reason for the fight-
ing: There is nothing else to do.

“This is the best job — well
the only one actually — that |
could find." said Fars.

He gets paid 1.000 dinars (35
dollars) a month. twice as much
as a university professor. "Of
every month, 1 spend 10 days on
the front fighting and 20 days
here in the cily — doing noth-
ing.”

There isn't much to spend
that pay on : Flimsy clothes,
Pepsi and cheap Turkish candy
bars.

After an unsuccessful upyris-
ing against Saddan Hussem in
1990, the Kurds formned a de
tacto state in an enclave pro-
tected by a US-led allied force.

Bul they are subject to the
same UN economic sanctions
imposed on Iraqg after Saddam’'s
army invaded Kuwait, and also
were punished by a cutofl of
supplies from Baghdad. This
has left the Kurdish region
without a meaningful economy,
with few resources and no jobs.

Fighting for one of the ]|
political parties has become the
most legitimate work.

The two s factions —
the KDP and the PUK — gov-
erned jointly until they fell out
in August over the form of au-
ionomy that Kurdistan should
have and over the division of

custonis duties.

During peacetime, the KDP
and PUK have 70.000 guerillas,
whao are known as "peshmergas
— "those who face death.” Dur-
ing times of war, that number is
estimated to go up to 120,000 —
in a population of 3.5 million.

Smaller political groups
have their own guerilla lorces,
and they swilch alliances be-
tween the two main parties.

The KDP and PUK have their
own police forces in the cities
they control.

Bit the de |aclor state never
becoming a real state has
caused a power vacuum in
which lawlessness flourishes.

Gunmen. somelimes gov-

ernment peshmergas, can “ask’
for money in the middle of the
day in Irbil. the Kurdish capital.
Seeking help (rom the quasi-
police or non-functioning
courts never brings the money

back. So the people have turned
to guns to protect themselves.

A parking lot attendant, a
hotel receptionist or a me-
chanic typically has an AK-47
strapped to his shoulder. A
Chinese-made Kalashnikoy can
be bought for 500 to 2,000 di-
nars (17 dollars to 67 dollars)
on the black market.

But even during major bat-
tles like those that erupted in
October. death tolls are rela-
tively low, All sides have lim-
ited ﬂrlillﬂaf wer. Only small
groaips ol ters take part in
nliensives.

Shootouts in town are rare,
and seidom deadly.

In September. Aril Mehm-
ed's photo shop in downtown
Irbil was atlacked by robhhers.

+The store's two guards shot
back. When it was over, one
guard had an arm injury.



