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Save the Sundarbans

The Sundarbans are sick. This should not be
news to the intelligentsia of this land. In fact, the
6,000 square-mile torest has been dying for long.
The crucial question is: has it reached the point of
no return? Or the process can be reversed and the
forest started on the way to recovery — even now.

These questions. however, may shrink into
merely academics having little impact on the
bigger questions of Bangladesh's physical survival.
The root of the looming big tragedy lies in the fact
that the literate people in general and even the in-
formed ones here do not care much about the fate
of the Sundarbans. The forest has been going waste
for so long and yet the danger it poses for this coun-
try hasn't been perceived even by the government.

It seems there is lately a flicker of light in the
dismal picture. British scientists and British fund-
ing have made it possible to undertake a three-year
project to understand the top-dving disease of the
Sundarbans mangroves which has already aftected
40 per cent of all trees in the torest. The project is
targeted mainly to test the hypothesis that the top
of the Sundarbans trees is dying as a consequence
of global warming adding to the level of the world
ocean through the melting ot the polar ice deposit.

The project. however, would also try to under-
stand how Bangladesh can tace a possible defolia-
tion of its southern shores and fight falling off into
the seas, literally. And, as a part ol the project,
manpower is being initiated into the specifics ot
the special kind of forest management this would
warrant. A very encouraging act in a very hopeless
situation.

The mangroves in the Sundarbans, the highest
concentration of such in the world, are holding
Bangladesh from being eaten up by sea water. Long
before the mangroves give in fully to the rising
saline sea water, man has been destroying the for-
est. driven by land hunger and sheer greed. The
crime of denuding large tracts of it tor timber has
lately been joined by the equally. if not more crim-
inal digging of shrimp ponds. The government has
sat smug while the Sundarbans were being stran-
gled.

This must stop and the society must start caring
about the Sundarbans. To save the forest many
more of such projects would be needed and perma-
nent set-ups created for constant conservation
work. Nature in Bangladesh is a prey to man's ig-
norance, petty selfishness and shameless greed.
For Bangladesh to live, this must change.

Policy for Privatisation

The present Awami League government, con-
trary to notions that are vet to go into full obsoles-
cence, is in a more advantageous position than its
predecessor BNE_in matters of taking forward_the_
stalled privatisation programme.

First of all. from a left-of-centre betief in a-
strong nationalised sector, the party is a convinced
convert to privatisation of State Owned Enter-
prises (SOEs] after giving them a last chance to be
viable. The fact that a grace period is being given to
some ol the public sector units does not detract
from the Awami League government's express re-
commitment to disinvestment since its induction
into power. Second. with the party s experience in
labour unionism it should be able to relate to the
various CBAs better. Third. the Awami League gov-
ernment's return to power after 21 vears has had a
healthy, balancing effect on the somewhat unidi-
rectional thinking pattern in the bureaucracy.
Governmental deregulation and services reorgani-
sation may be easier.

Since there are as many as 150 SOEs and utility
service units it would have been far from realistic
to have aimed for wholesale privatisation — and
over-night. But again phase-wise disinvestment of
state-owned industries or utilities need not be con-
fused with any slow-down in the process which, in
any case, has only stagnated thus far. The ap-
proach ought to be geared for the doing the job well
and doing it firmly with a multiplying effect.

The process has basically foundered on the rock
of attempted disinvestment of only loss-incurring
units, bloated valuation of their assets and rigid
terms and conditions for any take-over bid. Such
dampers should be on the exit course as the gov-

tainable units and do the needful on them. The
Awami League government's public position re-
garding privatisation, on which it also seeks the
cooperation of the opposition in the parliament, is
fairly well-known. All that is needed now is to
draw up a privatisation policy and declare it for
the investors' guidance.

Special Courts

Within some weeks of the government's consti-
tuting ten special courts to take up cases of repres-
sion of women and children we get the news that
these have started functioning since last week. The
sheer speed of the happenings speaks volumes of
the dire strait in which the recorded cases of atroc-
ities upon women and children have been without
a verdict returned on them for years or justice done
even to the memory of a victim like in the Yasmin
episode.

Laws with new teeth, repeated media pointers to
delays in handling the cases of abuse, eagle-eyed
vigil of the women's and children’'s rights groups
have been of little avail before the coiled intrica-
cies of the criminal procedure code. Then again,
this is applied by overburdened courts all the time
creaking under pressure.

The special courts functioning with the exclu-
sive jurisdiction of trying cases of repression will
be able to deliver justice at the quickest and
thereby serve as a deterrent against their prolifera-
tion. Such courts' very presence can help ward off
human rights violations and miscarriages of jus-
tice through fatwabazi.

While we greet the government on the good be-
ginning made by it in the redressal of injustice our
womenfolk and children have been prey to, we like
to urge them to set up one such court in each dis-
trict taking the total to 64.

ernment makes a fresh list of disinvestible and re- '
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OBERT Pelletrau. US
Assistant Secretary ol
State left Ankara on 23
October. 1996 alter brokering a
Cease Fire eement with Lthe
help of Turkey between the
leaders of two Kurdish rival

factions. Massoud Barzani.
leader of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party [KDP) and

Jalal Talabani. leader of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK).

Talabani had extensive
meetings in Ankara on the
22nd and gave his guarded con-
sent to a Cease Fire. which will
hopefully be announced now.
Talabani met formally Turkish
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller
iid signalled his readiness for
a (‘ease Fire. He is also reported
to have agreed in his talks with
Ciller to give a place in the fu-
ture adminisiration to the
Turkmens in Nerthern Irak.
Talabani was reported to have
avreed to the Turkish demands
for .ssistance In not allowing
the lerritory of Northern Iraq
to the PKK guerillas. Turkish

Of all the countries holding Kurdish
natural that Turkey should

security forces have been en-
gaged in a murderous war
against PKK for the
last 12 rs which has cost
nearly 20,000 lives on beoth
sides. To assuage US feelings.
Talabani was reported to have
agreed to sever links with Iran.

It has been widely reported that

Talabani mana?ed to recapture
Suleymanieh from his rival
Barzani with the assistance of

Iran.

Earhier last week 'eliriraun
held talks in the Turkish bor-
der town of Silopi with

Massoud Barzani Barzani had
entered the Turkish town from
the Iraki border. The talks were
attended by a Senior Turkish
olficial, Pelletrau presented
with Barzani with identical

formula for Cease Fire along
with severance of links with
Irnq. Barzani is reported to
have agreed and gave assrances

Miss World contest

Sir, Interestingly. it is being
nhserved from a news item that.
numerous feminist organisa-
tions including the Hindu na-
tionalist and revivalist groups

have been consistently prot-
esting the holding of Miss
World contest scheduled in the
Indian city of Bangalore. on the
ground that staging ol such pro-
gramme which also fnnn-mf by
a colourlul parade programme
of the semi-nude beautiful
voung girls is a serious threat to
their values and culture, al-
though beauty contests in India
is a very regular event that is
being held in their different
cities, One women group has al-
ready vowed to carry out a sui-
cide programme to stop the al-

leged unhealthy' show of blind *

imitation of western culture.
My heargiul congrats to those
leminist and revivalist groups
for their laudable and bold role
they are playing so far. At the
same time. my humble question
to them. what would be their
expression and profession as
regards to the daily seminude
dances and shows that per-
formed and displayed by their
Bollywood super-duper film-
stars -like .Sridevi, Madhuri

Dixhit.  Karishma Kapoor,
Mamta Kulkarni and gtliers.
who are also famous all over

the world for their 'exciting
dances. Is il not nudity? Is it not
the blind imitation of what
their leaders called as western
culture? It seems that their al-
leged leaders do not watch or
aren't aware about the nudity of
the Bombay filmdom. Much
bewildering is the recent parti-
san remarks of Mr Bal Thack-
eray. who is famous for advo-
cating Hindu theocracy and a
good friend of the promoter of
the said show., and recentl
whose party has blasted a lead-
ing Indian Muslim Artist
named Magbul Fida Hussain
for the painting of a Hindu god-
dess. Is it not double standard?
However, il is to mention here
that the India's super-model
girls now converted 10 Hindi
film stars. But in occasions —
when Susmita and Aisharya
won beauty contests — we did
not hear about any objection
raised by the feminist or re-
vivalist ups.

Mr Thackeray may deserved
to be commended lor saying
that "their people would be very
fortunate to see the most beauti-
ful women of the world, if the
show staged in their country”.

Md Muhibbul Abrar Choudhury
Bahaddarhat. Chittagong

"Excellent Idea Poor
Show"

Sir, This is a short not to
place on record my sincere ap-
Pret:ialinn of yvour comment

Excellent Idea Poor Show"

which was published in your es-
teemed daily on Thur ., 3rd
October, 1 . It was no bt a

sensible reaction to BTV's pro-
gramme "Sabinayee Giggasha"
telecast in the evening of Tues-
day, the 1st October, 1996. | am
happy to say that you echoed
the voice of thousands of silent
TV viewers who equally waited
to hear from the me Minis-
ter nothing but the whole truth.
They are as much disappointed
as you were. Althou will not
accuse the Prime Minister for
resorting to any lies, yet 1 will
say that it did not matter what
she said. What came out
prominently is what she did
not say. It was undoubtedly an
exercise in shocking silence on
vital issues.

No doubt you tried to find
fault with . Ministry of In-
formation and finally the
Prime Minlster's secretariat
(manned by not her real well-
wishers but mainly syco-
phants,). But can the Prime
Minister wash off her hands
from the blunder she commit-
ted in spearheading a pro-

ramme “signifying nothing"?

he may not be the producer,
but she was the nist —
the star of the show. Indeed,
what an opportunity she
missed!

If you want to blame only the
bureaucrats. | think you are not
fair. If the programme was suc-
cessful. it is not the organisers
who would have got the credit.
The Prime Minister would have
not only taken it but also used it
to gain political mileage,

ou called the programme

an i - 1 would go
to the extent of saying that it
went close to a farce. Credibil-
ity was certainly lacking be-
cause the Prime Minister al-
lowed herself to be dictated by
some overenthusiastic novices
with little experience of con-
ducting such an important and
sensitive programme.

1 am to notice that Mr.
Abed Khan, who also has a
sharp pen as yours and who is
almost as fearless as you are,
produced a virtual carbon c
of your comments in the
Bhorer Kagoj. The old sayi
"Great men think alike” is st
true. These special commen-
taries are a reassurance that
journalism in our country has
not totally lost its sanity and
objectivity. At least, a few in the
profession can rise up to the oc-
casion express their views
without any fear.

The Prime Minister may
have lost a battle . | hope she
will win the war when the chal-
lenge comes again. But if she
has to do it, she will have lnﬁ
gage people who know their
— professionals in their respec-
live areas.

Once again. | want to thank
you for being a professional in
the true sense ol the term. | en-
oyed reading your commen-
tagies in the past and | look
fcqwa' rd to yeading  many more
in the days to come.

R A Mazumdar

Bilguis Tower, 6 Gulshan North
CA .

Dhaka-1212

US-Israel axis

Sir, At this hour of great
tragedy. trial and tribulations,
we express our empathy, un-
flinching support and solidar-
ity with our Palestinian
brethren who have been relent-
lessly struggling for their hu-
man rights, freedom and
democracy from the Israeli
atrocities for over last five
clecades.

We strongly condemin the
ou e and violence. short-
sighted policy. arrogain ¢ and

transience ol Israeli Prime
Minister for blocking Middle
East peace accord ° d for

peace,” building illegal settle-
ments and opening an under-
ground passage near the Al-
Agsa Mosque fire and
fury and the blood of
hundreds of Muslims.

We are very much surprised
and shocked why the US envoy
at the UN Madeleine Albright is
always reluctant to denounce
Israeli violation of human
rights, breach of international
law and UN resolution, illegal
occupation of Palestine, and
Southern Lebanon and Syrian
Golan Heights?

We wonder where to the US-
Israel axis leading the Middle
East?

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka- 1203

Who'll make the
‘capital's traffic
orderly?

. Sir, 1 feel, to maintain the
Capital as a capital. the gov-
ernment has some responsibili-
lies. That's why, it has formed
RAJUK, DCC, DMP. WASA,
DESA. BTTB and the like with
more authority and power to
keep Dhaka as an standard
capital, and also as a model city
of the country. But, if an alien
lands in this city. then he will
find the capital as an orphan.
He would also have doubts on
the capability of the govern-
ment to control the city's ad-
ministration.

On the traffic disorder of
Dhaka, conscious editors and
elite took initiatives to draw
the attention of the authorities
concerned. One of such venture
is DS's “"Save Dhaka, Clean
Dhaka" campaign. organised
Mr Mahfuz Anam. Banglades
Scouts and BUET. True, the so-
ciety didn't expect from them
(DCC, RAJUK, DMP etc) to turn
the "traffic jungle” into “traffic
heaven" a ma wand. But
what they was at least an
application of traffic law
strictly on all (to array the
"traffic jungle”). No doubt. it is
desirable to have "Flyovers”
and "Freeways”. But these will
need time and money to come
into reality. Until then,
shouldn't we try all possible

to Turkey c the activ-
s LI PR o

Along with Barzani and
Talabani a new player Isin
Celebi, the leader of the
Turkmens, has entered the
field. It is Turkish insistence
that has brought this about.
Turkish help in evacuating CIA
sponsored Kurdish spies. num-
bering more than 2 000 from
“orthern Iraq. has played a
2 unificant part in enhancing
thw Turkish role in the current
diploiatic manoeuvres sur-

rovnling the qguestion of Kurds

ways (with available means) 1o
rool out the causes of Long Jans
in the ci:|y! In fact, if such a
irend of disorderly traffic con-
linues. then no matter how
many Flyovers/Freeways are
built in the city won't come to
any help A vivid example can
be seen near ZIA. where for poor
traflic discipline. 4 magnificent
walk hridge and passengers
waliting shelters are not used by
road users,

S0. my questions are: a) Why
the trafflic laws are not strictly
enforced on all road users. to
make them disciplined? b) Wh
then our rickshaws aren’'t macde
to lollow in a line (If needed be.
v providing a 3" high lane-
barrter all along, on both side
ol the roads to contain rick
shiaw with in it) in the rick-
shaw-lane? c) Why aren’t rick-
shaws made o wait in order]
style in designated stands? d)

iy maximum accident mak-
ers — mini-busses/busses are
allowed to stop recklessly on
the road. on to pick up hanging
passengers? e) Why mini-busses
are allowed to carry more pas-
sengers than their capacity? f)
Why bus-stops are near road
crossings (usually a dense traf-
lic spot) to add more bottle-
necks to traffic movement?
As space is available. why a
wider traffic circle cannot be
made near Hotel Sonargaon
and the like places to ease pre-
sent congestion?

A R Choudhury
Uttara-Dhaka

. "Short on Action"-

Sir. Thank you very much
for Tmr editorial published on
24.10.96 under the caption
'Short on Action'. You have
rightly said that 'we also need to
step up our vigilance against the
use ol mastans as hirelings and
ensure a much stricter en-
lorcement of the law, so th.it no
one — no matter how rich or
jptqwerhnl he may be — can evade

1 also read the letler pub-
lished in your esteemed daily
on 17.10.96 under the caption,
"Muggers at Narayanganj". In
that letter the writer has men-
tioned about an influential
politician who created pressure
o1l police to release the :
Though the government has
laken certain steps for it. yet
nothing has been done against
that influential politician. Be-
cause ol the fact that politician
belongs to ruling party. The
people of Narayanganj know it
very well that this politician
rear up terrorists in Narayan-
ganj.

Il government, in my opin-
ion, can take any action against
this person, it is needless to say.
‘lerrorist activities' in Nara-
yanganj will be stopped for
ever. Will our government take

any action against this politi-
cian?

Mujibur Rahman
Nurjahan road.
Mohammedpur. Dhaka

On purchase of power
from India

Sir, There may be reasons to
purchase power from India if
the feasibility study, as has
been undertaken by the gov-
ernment, recommends it. But
the issue must be examined very
carefully. At the moment the
purchase of power from India
may seem very lucrative in
lerms of its potentials for solv-
ing our problems of load-shed-
dings and inadequate power
supplies to the industries. But
what will happen if India sud-
denly stops the supply because
of unfavourable twists in the
political atmosphere in the fu-
ture or become of our unwilling-
liness to pay higher power rates
grh;ch India may compell us to

0

If that happens. shall we not
again plunge into the darkness
and be forced to close down the
industries? Recently a situation
like this has occurred in
Uganda and Kenya. Most of the
Kenya's power requirements are
met by Uganda. Now Uganda
has suddenly increased the

rates. Renya says it can-
not afford that. As a result a
crisis has develo in the rela-
tionship between these two
countries. May be Uganda will
have to yield because it is a
landlocked country and needs
export facilities through Kenya.
So in my opinion it is best to be
really independent in matters
like power. Let us generate all
our necessary power ourselves
Hling our available gas and coal

elds.

Mrs U Khatton
Dhaka

have an effective voice in the negotiations determining the fate of the Kurds.

The Horizon This Week

of Northern lIraq. As late as
22nd October a batch of
608 Peshmerge CIA flew
from the southerm Turkish
town of Adana for Guam.
Regarding Turkish role in
the intricate negotiations,
Ankara daily Daily News’
commented editorially,
"Conditions are for win-
ning back both rzani and
Talabani. Turkey can end the
senseless fight between the
Iragi Kurds a rescue both
le rs from the clutches of
Baghdad and Tehran.” The edi-
torial concluded. "Now we have
a chance to bury the past and
n a new chapter with the
Iraqi Kurdish leaders. The
benefits will be mutual.”
Foreign Editor Sami Kohen
writing under the caption "Ebb
and in Northern Iraq in
the large circulation Milliyet
ﬂnlnled out that Washington
ad managed to rsuace
Barzani and Talabani te hold
talks under US auspices and
warned them to 'stay away fromn
Iraq and lran. He pointed out
that the aim of the talks was to
set up a provisional adminis-
tration.’ Kohen pointed out that
the lalest developments "have
pushed Turkey in the fore-
ground and the talks are being
held on Turkish soil’ and con-
cluded. 'these days Turkey's
views and interests are in line

with nearly 15 million. It is

—
OPINION

Of Tnal and Justice

All political parties have
their own characteristic rheto-

rics. Not all rhetorics ex-
pounded by the re ve par-
ties are digestible. e is one

particular aspect of statements
and polices made by the Awami
League which interests me. The

rticular statements and po-
ices concerned are the events
which occurred in 1975. After
such a long gap. the Awami
League has come to and
now they are seemingly shout-
ing for the blood of t re-
sponsible for the death of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
his family.

The mass media is used to
arise public sentiment using
niethods sometimes a bil emn-
barrassing. There was no need
for our Prime Minister to be
bleary eyed and nearly in tears
in public. There is also no need
for slightly esome pictures
of a dead Sheikh Mujib to be
published in the newspapers as
posters. We have seen such
things too many times in the
past. Anyway. in_a few days,
with unusual efficienc is-
played by the police, all the ma-
jor suspects are arrested and
taken in remand. What will be
the end of all this, we do not
know as yel.

An y. we can now discuss
somelhing that has astonished
me concerning all this. Well,
the lanation follows:

Without the people of the
then East Pakistan willing to
attain their long-denied free-
dom and nationhood. Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman would have
been of the same renown as the
extreme right-wringers in the
United States. To do anything
of the magnitude as what ac-
crued before and during the Lib-
eration War, you need full and
active cooperation of the people
you want to work for. It is true
that a good leader is a must lor
such a great act. but it is also
true that the need for such o
leadler must be there.

The role of the people of the
then East Pakistan who opted
for a Iree and autonomous
country called Bangladesh was
most important during the Lib-
eration War. It was the
willpower and resilience of the
people of Bangladesh which saw
them through the war despite
all the attempts to suppress
them by the occupying Pak-
istani forces. Shei Mujibur
Rahman inspired the people of
Bangladesh, then East Pak-
istan, to dream — and then fight
and toil to make the dream
come true. But inspiration
alone does not win wars or cre-
ate nations. It was the work of
soldiers and civilians, who or-
ganized armed resistance and
offensive operations that lead
to the severe attrition of moral
and capability of the Pakistani
forces and their allies, which
won us the war. Il is strongly
doubted by most that even if the
Indian armed forces had not in-
tervened near the end. the Pak-
ist.ani armed lorces could have
launched any serious counter-
atlack.

But price paid for this vie-
tory has been very cosily in-
tleed. There is absolutely no
cloubt that more than one mil-
lion. perhaps even three mil-
lion. people were massacred
during the war. Most victims
were innocent civilians who
were plundered, raped and
killed. The crimes committed
during the war by the Pakistani
forces and their allied Rajakars
and other organisations, which
sadly, also consisted of Bengali
men, were equivalent to the
crimes committed in Bosnia
and Rwanda.

However, when Sheikh Mu-
jib was released and the AL
formed the post-war govern-
inent. nothing was done against
the people who had commitied
these crimes. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, to utter disbelief of
soine, actually the ag-
gressors and traitors. If he

—————

cared so much lor Lthe he
had helped 1o liberate, did
lhw lorgive those who had com-

the
that il retribution
sought, the country would have
degenerated into a state of an-
archy with armed Ba
men seeking r :
thing, it is a mirac

did not h

or one
that this

ven, :
arge numbers of Indian

in Bangladesh at that time.
They could have been used to
keep the peace and arrest prop-
erly the suspected war crimi-
nals. The governments of India
and Bangladesh could. with in-
ternational help:-have set up a
'special war crimes court’ o try
genocide and rape of
innocent civilians.

Now, since the Awami
League has failed to deliver jus-
tice for the killings in 1971 of
thousands of Sheikh Russels.
Sultana Kamals and Sheikh
Jamals. | do not think that the
Awami has any claim
for delivering justice to the
killers of ikh Mujib and his
family. It astonishes and
angers me to think that the
same party which has
the crimes against the people
they were su to serve,
:ﬁ?uld ?_cl:k revenge for the

ing ol just one great man
andnhglu : ;

A father of the nation cannot
be father without the nation.
Deliver justice on behalf of the
nation and then consider
yourselves true citizens of the
nation of which the man
follow was the father. It is
and only then that Bangladesh
will help in finding and punish-
ing the killers ol Sheikh Mujib
and his family.

M Ahsanur Rahman
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UR sociely is, as il were.
out {o vield a series ol
disgracelul in cidences.
liability of which lie not only
on the infamous offenders, but
on the society itself. and more
accurately, on the whole
mankind. As Dostoivski said :
"Most ol the barbarious acts
were done by the most civilised
persons.”
In our country. too, a group
of greedy persons encum
the nation with the blood of the
Father. They were. in reality.
very close to . very trust-
wn?th}* indeed to the sons
who matter. They killed the
leader destined historically for
the nation, all in deep darkness
of the night, proved themselves
to be the most vile coward. They
stripped themselves off the
clutl;les of human bondage.
killed humanity and in the end.
cuvcraﬂ the inaﬁlﬁﬁ tanﬂmp:ﬂ
dead things wit using pol-
itics. o could not. however,
et rid of the smell of human
blood in their hands. But is it
not very unusual that this huge
human society comprising of at
least 2 per cent of global popula-
tion would remain hostage in
the cursed hands of the rene-
ades and traitors who chose
Ithy terrorism to fulfill their
blood thirst?
The nation. however, woke
up after all these with re-
nforced feeling of humanity.
ow is about time she could
shake off the encumbrance —
rather savage and brute — from
her shoulder. Now is about time
the nation could take exact
measure — not as revenge, but as
a just and correclive action
against u;enmitd:::d done on 15
. 1975.
sensible person may
amﬁruythe fact that the whole
nation was stigimatised on that
Eufw{ with its judiciary
d and rule of law jeop-
A ., which was further hu-
miliated by an unlawful ordi-
nance., The infamous Indem-
nity Ordinance was in reality

just sell cvplanatoy

. necessily o

the order of the killing of the
Constitution, successfully pro-
fessed for with the help of a
group ol hired intellectuals. A
uge lot of sheer lie and blulf
was used to ratify the stand re-
sulting in the blackest chapter
in the of rule of law.
Why, is not the immorality
and ﬂ{gnht}' of the said ordi-
nance evident in the very nom-
ination? According to any dic-
in the c society
indemnity has a crystal-clear
definition which reads 'Secu-
rity from punishment.’ Here we
are; we have found out the entire
black chunk of the crime. The

state ﬁl;libcrllel and pur-
only to save the killers who had
commniitted an u vable of-
fency against- ht

htiman beings.
igainst the state and Hnaﬁ.
against the universal mankind.
So, evidently here lies the
backstair of the edifice erected
by 1the nation's number-om en-
eun, The »u lled ordinance is
in the
other way round ensurig the
the [ilthy
felons fell on the Father of
the nation and his family
members including an innocent
child of six.

There were two errors of the
deadly monsters of 15 sl as
is always left behind by the
criminals. First. thc{‘ claimed*

sibility of the killing. at-
tempted to glorify the mass
homicide in their own, con-
cocted explanation and sec-
ondly. that their godfathers and
atrons home and abroad
Fﬂﬂtﬂd a vicious pact to give the:
who liberated the na -

tion a good lesson.

But why should the nation
carry on this burden? People
formed the state and develope:d
the society only to live and let
live. Our Constitution will
hardly allow somebody (o
commit crime and evade puin-
ishinent. Aund this is sim ply
against international hunian
rights. And it is stated in c lear
term that there should be no
law which mav deem conu ary
to any of the fundamental jorin-
ciples of the Constitution. Our
country has further oblig:ition
since she signed the Int¢:ma-
tional Human Rights Ch arter
that declares in H.?l third };11;&1:
Lhat every person has a rijZht to
live, i and pe rsonal
security; in seventh Article,
that person is equal in the
eyes ol law and without
discrimination every per-son is
entitled to ;l:dprnttctﬂd by the
law of the land. while its. eighth
Article declares that eve ry per-
son is entitled to have justice
against any act which may be
violation to the constitrution or
ol anvy of the basic human
rights.

Besides all political i -
tance how it is that Sh eikh Mu-
jib as a person and his innocent
amily members wouild die in
this enlightened brimi of 20th
century and law woull 1 not take
any course ol action ? All 130
million ple may ask why
Sheikh Hasina. be sides her
premiership. as a cit izen of this
country should be cleprived of
common justice of the brutal
killing of her parenits and al-
most all family men ibers which
she is very much en titled to?

Have not we sien all that
human tear over flowing her

? Have not we i >ver heard all
that moans over flowing her
throats?

Indemnity Ord'inance should
immediately be annuled and
the self-declared }dllers must be

tried in no time. “Mose persons. L

too, should be pr it to task who
formulated this; black Ordi-
nance only to disgrace and hu-
miliate our Co nstitution and
insulted the whole mankind.
We all should rid ol this
catast ¢ our hislery
without hes delay.

Khandker Mazharul
Karim
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