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It had all the undesirable potential of being
recorded as a rather unsavoury start, yet the first
day of the winter session of the seventh Jatiya
| Sangsad was allowed to pass without any burst-up
or deviation that could have dampened the spirit.

Kudos to both the members of the Treasury and

the Opposition for using their good sense to uphold
the democratic spirit.
The second session of the new parliament
promised to generate considerable heat at its
commencement. What really alarmed the more
concerned watchers of democracy was the pattern
set by the political rivals in the earlier session of
the House. Unscrupulous, unnecessary utterances
and gestures literally took the gilt off the ginger-
bread. People became wary of and confused about
the objective and ability of their representatives in
the Parliament.

Besides. with the passage of time, the pursuance
of its policy by the party in power, for the better or
for the worse, left the opposition with a few more
arrows in its quiver. All in all, confrontation
seemed in the air and exchange of salvos was ex-
pected across the floor from Day One.

Instead. a tacit understanding. almost an under-
current of cooperation to allow the parliamentary
process to progress at a natural pace was noted.
The issue of disclosing the names of two alleged
anti-liberation members in Sheikh Hasina's coun-
cil of ministers at one stage of deliberations on the
condolence motion was dropped to save the gov-
ernment any possible embarrassment. The Opposi-
tion deserves to be congratulated for pulling the
horns in, apparently for no great benefit of their
own.

Almost all the parties in this part of the world
have a history of being netoriously oblivious of
those rules of procedure that do not quite serve the
purpose of either glorifying themselves or vilifying
their rivals in the parliament. In other words, we
are more familiar with the habit of preferring con-
venience to neutrality while alluding to or observ-
ing the parliamentary rules. The good offices of the
Minister for Commerce and Industries to take the
sting out of opposition’'s aggression were a healthy
parliamentary gesture.

Morning is often said to be an early indicator of
the day to emerge. From that point of view, the first |
day of the winter session of the seventh parliament
promises well for the coming days but it will take
some doing on both sides to make that happen.

Security is no Child-play

One wonders what could be the buzz-word for the
personal staff of any top political dignitary now. Is
it "do as you please” because you are entitled to a
self-arrogated immunity ' to rules! even as invio--'
late as that of the partiament by vVirtue of bejng at-
tached to a high and important one? '

The question has come to the fore, this time only
more bafflingly than before, as on the inaugural
day of the second session of parliament, the PS to
the Leader of the Opposition tried to bull-doze his
way through the security and did actually carrv a
revolver inside the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban in open
defiance of standard rules forbidding this.

On being stopped at the VIP gate by the security
personnel following electronic detection of a fire
arm in his handbag the PS despite being a govern-
. ment official had the temerity it seems, not only
to refuse handing it over but also to carry it up-
stairs and then send it to the security people via
somebody else. The offence looks culpable on three
grounds: (a) even licenced gun-holders have to de-
posit their fire-arms before entering the Parlia-
ment which he had not done: (b) he had failed to
show the licence on demand; and (c) even his be:
lated deposit of the weapon with the securitymen
was made not by him in person but by someone else
which itself was an offence: a fire-arm owned or
claimed to be owned by somebody cannot be in pos-
session of a third person.

. All of these constitute a serious breach of the
parliament's sanctity, aside from the familiar
acrid taste it leaves ironically of an over-wrought
security concern at a place where safety is best en-
sured by compliance with rules.

In a reactive pretext to the indefensible act it has
been claimed that 'others' also carried fire-arms
inside the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban. A probe into the
incident needs to be followed up, in a basically in-
tegrated fashion, by a wider investigation aimed at
finding out how long this has been going on, if all,
or where are the fault-lines in the security system.
If there is a feeling on the opposition side that the
security arrangement is not adequate for its leader,
then. by all means it should be beefed up but let's
have no more of this highlv condemnable incident.

Jayewardene
Remembered

Sir Lanka has lost an elderly statesman in the
passing away of Junius Jayewardene. And our loss
is that of a regional friend and philosopher who
had brought a pioneering vision to the SAARC as it
took shape in the mid-eighties.

A product of Sri Lanka's political and intellec-
tual encountter with colonialism, he not only came
unstuck from prejudices against the West but also
went the extra-mile in embracing economic liber-
alism. During his two-term presidency between
1978 and 1989 he ushered his country from its so-
cialist moorings ‘into an era of free market econ-
omy raring to forge a global connection.

It is a measure of the high political stature and
appeal he enjoyed among his compatriots that the

in power for 17 long years.

And on the flip-side, it is for the most part of
that long stretch of time that the ethnic divide in
Sri Lanka exacerbated. He signed the Indo-Sri
Lanka Accord which failed to quell the conflict ow-
ing to its insensitivity towards the Tamilian sen-
timents.

We share the sorrow of the friendly Sri Lankan

United National Party (UNP) which he had led was |

nation at Jayewardene's demise and express our
deepest condolences to his bereaved family.

HERE are three aspects

the pattern ol time-use in

T government offices and
public sector establishments

thalt need careful examination.
The officials and employees of
the grnm:m : a) -u[mllﬂi
nu of heurs than are
contractually obligated to (a
case of Meral Hazard, which
means @any partial nen-
fulfillment of the terms of
contract between two parties), b)
attend their offices for a certain
number of hours to do their
normal work with or without
expected intensity. and c) while
attending the office. some of
them misuse their time and
Frlﬂl:g:n for rent seeking. (As
ar as corruption is concerned,
there should be a fourth
category to Iinclude the
politicians also against whom
corruption charges are
rampant and some of whom
have been in jail alsol. This last
situation is where most of the
official corruptions take place
which is crippling the economy.
The warnings given by the Pres-
icdent of the World Bank to the
representatives of the Third
World countries in ils recen
held Annual Meeting in W, -
inglton DC show how much the
donor agencies are exasperated
by it. However. the purpose ol
this short article is to examine
the consequences of (a).

Time Waste and
Financial Losses

How much time is wasted in
the government sector can be
checked by paying a random
visit to any government office
or public sector establishment
like nationalised commercial
banks. or research institutes or
universities or public sector
corporations etc. (To see the
misuse of time and manpower,
one should also pay a visit to
any one of the foreign banks
operating in the country and see
for oneself how lonm{:u to
cash a cheque or any
cash/cheque in those banks
compared to the time taken to
do tg:*,anm: thing in any do-
mestic bank). Everyone will

e that it has become almost
a hahit with most of the officers

and emp of the govern-
ment to -8U their con-
iracted period ol time in their

offices and use the hours so ex-
tracted for promoting their sell
interests in one way or another.
There is a col of interest

"

T'S Senator Paul Harold

returming yvour call
A Sin” said the girl at the
reception in our embassy in
Washingten .DC. "Hi Tajul!
Weélcbirre to Amernicas™ -+

It was in March 1987. Ear-
lier. State Senator Paul Harold
of Boston, Massachusetls was
on a visit to Bangladesh. | met
him at my farewell receptions

iven by AP and Newsweek be-
E]:H'E leaving for my new as-
signment in Washington. Dur-
ing exchange of courtesies and
light talks we developed an in-
stant liking for each other.

The Senator said that he
would be coming to Washington
soon and would like to come
over to the embassy to see me.
Later in the embassy. during my
talks with him. | took the op-
portunity to educate myself on
the complexities of the Ameri-
can electoral process — the pri-
maries. the electoral college
and the like. We also discussed
the co 1988 elections. He
disclosed that he would be
working for Democratic candi-
date Gary Hart who is also a
family friend. "Gary who?” |
asked. "You will hear about him
soon” he said. "when he makes
the official announcement after
three days. Of course he has a
long wa{ to during the pri-
maries, knoc J out one party
candidate after another. | would
be happy if you give me a call af-
ter you watch his announce-
ment and give me your first im-
pression.”

| was flattered. "Paul. you are
kidding! 1 will certainly watch
it. But just coming from a de-
veloping country where democ-
racy is a 'near cry', what the hell
do | know about American poli-
tics and presidential candi-
dates? How do you expect me to
comment on somebody who
might become the most power-
ful man on this planet?” He
said. "Tajul. you have no bias

Sir, My assessment of the
Prime Minister's performance
at the auditorium of BTV is that
it turmed out to be useless.

My first question is on ter-
rorism. | have consulted Cham-
ber's Dictionary wherein the
meaning of "terrorism” is "an
organised system of intimida-
tion". We have a government of
consensus who could overthrow
the previously elected govern-
ment as they dillered politi-
cally on question of free and
fair election. Now that the AL
with its like-minded parties is
in power, how then terrorism
could exist at all with the help
and cooperation of weaker or-
ganisation? Any attempt to
suppress and destroy demo-
cratic political party in the
name of elimination of terror-
ism would turn into terrorism
in a larger scale. Would the
Prime Minister advise circle
concerned to look at the affair
from this angle?

My next question is on the
"consensus”. In spite of estab-
lishing a government of con-
sensus, mammoth systems
losses in PDB, Desa, Wasa and
Titas and other public utility
organisations continue. Losses
in nationalised sector are as
usual. Neither the process of
eliminating terrorism, nor
administration of "consensus”

of'l_‘

sures become mandatory mﬁ
tect the national interest.

on this is discussed below. Be-
lore one gets down to these is-
sues, one should first to give
some estimates of financial
losses to the government due to
such habits of under-su or
misma 1 of time the

ment establishments.

Estimates of Finan-
cial Losses

It is not possible to do a
thorough social benefit-cost
analysis here of the misman-
agement of office time in
Bangladesh. It needs a careful
collection and analysis of the
relevant sets of data. However.
some rough estimates will be

nted to give a flavour of
he quantitative itudes ol
losses involved. The arithmetic
will, nonetheless. serve as an

Start with the number of of-
ficial holidays first. The total
number of annual holidays

ven in the oflicial list is 19,
| S5th is declared as

a national holiday this year,
the total number of official hol-
idays per year will be 20 from
this year onwards. But since no-
i le Eid Ml:flh:
two J3- ore
the end url' the whole week. the
real number of hol s that
people do take unofficially will
come to about 28-30 afvhe:r
or at least 4 full s. t
t offices are

means. governmen
for only 48 weeks a year.
mtﬂcﬂmthcu&ﬂdc.u-
sume that the officers and em-
zurk?tul‘?-lmt;mr
per day o week. (Very
few come (o office belore

8 an they are expected to
come at 8 am).

Then the eflective weekly
work hours come to only 33 in-
stead of 39 that is officially
scheduled. The total number of
work hours lost in 48 weeks
come to 288. Add to this, the
minimum of 7 extended holi-
days (or 45.5 hours) taken by
all officers and em S, as
mentioned above, g’hlu brings
the total number of hours un-
der-supplied to 3335 a
which comes to B.6 weeks or
about 2 months Getting 8.6
weeks or about two months'
salary a year without any work
is. by all criteria. a hefty bonus
especially in a country like
Bangladesh. There are very few
countries in the world, rich or
poor. where state officlals and

in government offices. How-
ever. what about the demur-
rages paid by the business peo-
ple for non-clearance of im-

ports from the customs during

employees get such a bonus ev-
erv year

However, if one looks at it
Irom the point of view of total
man hour lost with about 1 1
million government officers
and employees on the pay roll
now, it comes to 2.2 million
man-months per year. To
translate this figure into mone
tary value, assume that the av-
erage salary in government of-
fices is only Tk. 2.500 [or 86 25)
per person per month including
all allowances, provided
funds/pension contributions
et Since the salary range goes
from Tk 1.000 for the lowest
level of employees to Tk 10,000
for the top level secretaries per
month with larger number of
employees at the lower levels,
the average salary Is likely to be
higher But in the absence ol ac
tual data, it is safer Lo pick a
smaller number. Thus. the total
amourit of losses (o the gov
ermment conws Lo a staggeriiy
figure of Tk 55 ciore or 512 8
nullion per year (at the curres|
market exchange rale of Tk
43=81) This is the rockhottom
estiinate of the annual linan-

these two months? Further,
what about the costs of de
in meeting the export L/Cs?
Many other similar questions
come to mind all of which re-
late 1o direct and indirect losses
to the economy and the society
due to mismanagement of time
in government offices. Al
these need to be investigated
carefully before one can arrive
at the overall estimates of so-
cial losses due to the under-sup-
ly of time In government of-
(8
But who gains? Every one
can see that the officers and
employees derive double bene
fits from such under- y of
their time and effort ey get
their salaries for these two
months without putting in any
time, and. what is more, some
of them use this time, In one
way or another, in the private
market o earn extra money.
Reports have it that it was the
lormer President Lt. General
Ershad who fixed office time
from 8 am to 2.30 pm to satisfy
the demand of the fourth-class
employees so that they could do
a second job in the privaie see-

*terms of the narrow

ime Mismanagement and Public

mehtimzi:wuﬂdiuthcmmm”km&m a random visit to any

cost discussed abowve) at least
another Tk 35-Tk 25 crores in
the budget. Even if the salary
raise cost abonit Tk 50 crores a
vear, it would still be better 1o
hedule

However
treal the problem of time mis-
management! as only a g:iﬂcm
of financial losses to the gov-
ernment or the natien. It is not
a zeTo-sum game according to
which what. is lost te one party
is gained by the otlier party. The
consequences of thme misman-
agement in
hE: widler rhm only
the financial losses to the gov-
ernment. First of all, it
amounts to a violation of -

!

tice to the tax-payers of the
country Why should the tax-
e

payers hard-earned money
»aid lor the absenteeism in of-
}lrt'r' Tax payers are su

lo get adequate services from
the government officials. De-
lays in delivering service or
any decision from .
ment oificials affecting their
life can mean denial of

Lo them,

However, the second and the
most irnportant peint is that
these officers amd employees
are paid tnt::rv: and protect
only the interest during
their ﬂntl::::jt tenure in office.
There is no I'dﬂﬂ for s;iﬂlﬂi-
ing or persorn nai
in any form w:i‘: office. In
any situation of conflict of pub-

?.

[t’s No Monkey Business

A Peep into One of the Vital Aspects of the Psyche of the American Voters When They Choose Their President

and you are a PR man. [ would
love Lo have your immediate re-
ackon as a neutral observer.’
"Okay. But how do you expect
me to remain neutral since Mr

Hart happens to be the friend of

my Iriend?” 1 s.axl jokingly.

It was the timie when Presi-
dent Reagan covunipleted more
than half the tenure of his sec-
ond term. The Republicans
normally are known to be more
proficient in global rather than
the domestic affairs. For years
the e sent Republicans to
the ite House and the
Democrats to the Capitol Hill
[Congress and Senate). By sheer
personality. charisma, direct
communication with the

people
through TV. making full use of

his acting abilities, President
Reagan had made a big dent in
the minds of his . He was
the first American President
who ran his country through
television. A columnist' com-
mented that actor 's best
acting was in the White House
as the President of the United
States. Since there was no scope
for a third term for him and af-
ter years of Republican rule, the
Americans were looking for a
change. But their yardstick to
measure the next President was
still Reagan.

In this backdrop Senator
Gary Hart announced his can-
didature for party nomination
of p at a small -
ing which was broadcast Mlz
the main TV channels. His
was beside him. As promised, |
called Paul the next morning. |
said. "He has vision., a sense of
direction. adept in both foreign
and domestic affairs, radiates
personality and charm. And, he
is tall and handsome. the fac-
tors which do have an impact in

is coming to any help lor chieck-

ing the plundering of national
wealth. How, then, the people
would be benefited by these two
big steps?

Would it not be difficult to
digest that inefficient person-
nel are being engaged to combat
terrorism and government of
consensus is weaker than plun-
derers of national wealth even
in government-controlled de-

partments?

Engr. Mahbubur Rahman
Road No-126, Gulshan. Dhaka

Release of
ent-held

governm
shares to the market

Sir, On the 1st of October, in
the "Sabinoy Jignasha" pro-
%:"flvmme. telecast live on the

. when a councilor of the
Dhaka Stock Exchange, after
E:ﬁ'm"g:ﬁ the back rel!:tﬂmi
tailin urgency
of nﬁemmmbhﬂd shares o
different organisations, asked
the Primme Minister to know
specifically the government's
view in this respect, the Prime
Minister was found a bit to be
in embarrassment and she
replied that she did not under-
stand much about business
maitters.

Nevertheless, | would request

A R

lic. It's certainly a vood start
Well, that's my lirst impressioil
and congratulations.” "Thanks.
And we have a long way to go."
he said.

Gary Hart's campaign con-
unued and his rating was going
higher. Within a few days, sud-
denly. a story came out in the
media on his private life. It was
involving women. The same
day he forcefully denied the al-
legations. "What is it Paul?” I
called Boston and asked him.

You know as much as [ do." he

said. In a tew days anolher
story._came withi more devails,
Gary Hart challenged the media
and asked them. "why don't you
follow my every step?" He
couldn’t imagine that the press
would follow his advice. Same
week he committed another
blunder. At the weekend he
spent a day with one of his girl
friends in a friend's house in
Washington when nobody was
in. A newspaper published in
detail at what time he came
followed by the girl and at what
time the girl left followed b

him after some time. The bom

shells started hitting him one
after another. [ called my good
friend again saying, "Paul, you
know how the two 'boys' in the
Washington Post forced Nixon
out of the White House. | feel Mr
Hart should have avoided
throwing the challenge to the
media.” "Well". he sighed, "I am
involved in the political strat-
egy and not the media. May be

you are right."

Gary Hart called a press
conference denying everything
and continued with his cam-
paign in one state after another.

The political analysts 1neasured
him with his party contestants

)
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chord with the American pub-  whd

the Prime Minister to take up
the matter with the Finance
Ministry and the SEC urgently.
1t fact the government should
right now unload all its shares
of the different organisations to
ease the present turgid situation
in the stock markets of the
country.

MRR Khan
38, Naya Paltan , Dhaka - 1000

"Expedite Police
Reform"

Sir, Thanks for your edito-
rial on 12th October, '96. After
Yasmeen case of Dinajpur and
Seema case of Rauzan, can we
trust and do we need this
force? If the '‘Bera’ or 'the pro-

tective wall' itself eats away the
'khet' or the 'land’, why then we
keep such a force devoid of basic

ualities, the normal obliga-

on and social commitments?
Let us get rid of this police force
and save millions of taka. Let
every locality have their own
volunteer force to deal with so-
cial evils/criminals of their
area. | hope the people's gov-
ernment will look into this se-
riously.

Nasir Haider

House 22, Road, 26,
Sector 3 . Uttara . Dhalka.

il ol
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vere callcdd ‘political
dwarls . He was emerging as the
only person standing between
the Republican candidate (latler
Bush) and the White House. Rest
of the Democratic aspirants
were fast falling back into mere
postscripts. If he could handle
the situation carefully and
coolly. he was sure to enter the
Oval Office on the 20th of
January. 1989.

Then. all of a sudden came
the final blast. "The National
Enquirer’. a popular Miami
weekly of Florida. one not seo
fine morning for Hart, came out
with a picture of him in
swimming costume with a
model Dona Rice (also in scanty
swimming costume) on a plea-
sure boat. That was not
The girl was sitting on the lap of
the next probable President of
the United States! And that was
the end of the Gary Hart, his as-
cendancy to the White House
and his political career. Iromni-
cally. the boat s name was the
'‘Monkey Business'.

This time Paul called. After
a brief analysis and regrets |
asked him. "who is the next
likely choice ol the party?”
"Governor Michael Dukakis of
Massachusetts.” he said. "Are
you going to work for him too?"
"Nope'. he said, "no more this
time".

This is not the end of the
story. Months later. amon
hundreds of calls that | recei
one raised my eyebrows when
the receptionist said that the
Editor of the same Miami
weekly wanted to talk to me.
The very name of the journal
which put the last nail in Gar{'
Hart's coffin caused a chil
spine. What hap-

ned? Why Bangladesh Em-
Egss}r? [ thought. | cleared m
throat and with norma
warmth said. "Hi. how are you
doing?" He said. "Mr [slam, we
have definite information that
women and children from
Bangladesh are being

down m

out of the border to India and

ond. Most of the women are
sold into prostitution in differ-
ent countries and the children
are allegedly being used for
transplantation of organs.” The
human smuggling was not un-
known since news with pi¢tures
were published in Dhaka papers

a number of times, | . S0
without any hesitation ] -
confirm the first part of your

question. Some of the women
are engaged as domestic aids in
the neighbouring countries and
the Middle East and the rest are
sold for immoral trafficking.
But I cannot confirm right
why the children are nmuF;
out. I have to refer it teo
B adesh for details.” | said I
would call him within ten days.
He was very generous in
thanking me for not trying to
avoid the questions and for giv-
ing straight answer as far as |
knew. | sent a telex to Dhaka
ving the details (there was no
ax in the embassy atl that time).
There was no response. After
five days 1 sent a reminder No
response. On the ninth day |
sent the final telex saying "to-
worrow when I i contacted |
will be consirained (o tell the
journal that the head office did
not respond. I arh sure { are
going to quote me word for

word". Quick camw the reply the
next day, "we checked with the
Minisiry concerned but there is
no information as to why the
« hildren are being smuggled out
aid for what purpose.” | called
the Editor and told him about
the message received from
Dhiaka. He was disappointed but
pleased that | kept my word. He
said they had also earlier con-
tacted the American sy
inn Dhaka but they p could
not give definite clue. Oth-
erwise he plans to send a
correspondent to desh.
India. Pakistan, East
and Europe for an

story on these inhuman activi-
ties. me profusely, he
invited me to visit him if | ever
go to the south.

A few months later, at the
invitation of the B i
community in Smih%
give a on Bangladesh, I
went there for two days. [ called
the Editor. With the typical
warmth of an American he said
“Ah! what a pleasant surprise!
S0 are in town? It's good

and | are going to the Bahamas
the day after tomorrow. Why
don't you drop in to our house
tomorrow evening.” It was more
than I expected. Normally in
Lthe western society ane is enter-
tained in restaurants.
close and fainily friends are
invited at hoine. Next day I went
to his beautiful house with a
patch of a garden in front. a
creek of the Atlantic ocean be-
hind and his personal luxury
boat tied to a pillar. ready for
the next day's journey. He in-
troduced me to his wife and two
of his colleagues — also Editors
of other departments of the
journal. .

Our conversation ranged
from Bangladesh, our natural
resources and disasters, success

in and South Asia, US
E!Jltil:u. ‘Miami Vice'. jokes and
umours with lots of food.

drinks and laughter. All the
time | was thinking that these
are the e who caused polit-
ical doom of the "most proba-
ble” successor Lo President Rea-
gan. I couldn't resist my curios-
ity. 1 brought up the story of
Gary Hart saying. "it mmust have
taken a lot of guis to decide to
print the Dona Rice ure.
"Certai . he said. "We had to
he very careful and absolutely
sure il was not fake. And
the ?‘mm;jm that we
would have taced il we were
proved wrong and what he
would face if we were right " |
asked. "who ultimately gave the

you called today. My wife -

vital al and blew the
whistle to go ahead and print
the photograph?” With a

naughty smile and a wink he

said. "you are sitting in his
house!”" | stared at him for
sometime and said, “For

months | have been (rying but
not getting a clear answer to a
puzzle. A leader of a country is
the product of his society. For
example, apart from a few
atheists. you Americans are re-
ligious but not orthodox in your
beliefs. You seem to be happy as
long as your President believes

in God apd goes to Sunda
Mass, a very good manager

political vision, commitment.

good programme and radiates
mm£rm. Yours is a more or
less free and liberal Hrm
Now. Mister Editor. you o e

one being
branded as imprac
outdated at a time
moral foundations of

has been .

.
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which is lacking now. Everyone
should be reminded that an
adnﬂniﬂrﬂkﬂ'ﬁ:h is feeble,
weak and cannot energise
Faple to work hard to achieve
aster growth of the

which is what the country

now
one would like to give to the new

government is that the govern-
ment administration is now
over-staffed and it should be
made lean and efficient by dras-
tically cutting unnecessary
man . It can use
the amount of Tk 100 crore

in the jet for golden -
shake to achieve this ive.
The new Tniment with popu-
lar in its initial stage
can effectively implement it
and make the administration
lean, but in its later years when
it will have to gra with too
many . it will not have
ihe drive and energy to launch
such a programme. It will be too
late then.

To conclude, et be
reminded of the old classical
saying that no s and effi-
cient politic ean be built
on weak and corrupt adminis-
trative foundations.

have good time and at
the kitchen) must having
some fun with girls ence in a.
wwhitf He s Tl*ui;;
ell, you can t e
what is wrmfﬂ next door
neighbour, is brought up in
the same social environment.
values, habits and weaknesses
that are accepted in the society.
enters into politics and ulti-
mately aspires for the White
House?® He said, "V good
guestion. Now let me you a
question. Say, you are a good
worker im olfice. You drink
heavily. chain smoker. and say,
have eoccasional fum wit
women. OK?" | said, "OK!" "So
you think there is nothing
“ﬁ in all that?" "Omm! may
be not”. "Now tell me, would you
like ;our father to be the
same?" | gasped for breath and
said. "Oh God, no. Never. " All
three started I
oined them. He said. "Mr
slam. the man we send to the
White House is not anly the top
mosi manager of the eountry, he
is a leader of the country is
a symbel of cour with clear
vision, sense of direction,
symbol of authority, generates
confidence and. above all. has
morals on whom we can
and sleep peacefully at

country 1o i good hands. One

about the mmmall
qualities. is to
all elected office bearers like
congressmen, senators. may-
ors. governors. If one loophole
is found throu

the keyhole,
he is finished . We don’t

bother much about the
lives of public ants or
CcOo ate chiefs t it is
di with those who claim
to be public ¥8.” "What
about gan?” 1 . "He
divorced his wife
Nancy?" "Precisely.
a,ir' hnngsg.-' imember
atergate ur people can
never ﬂﬂdqim
who tells el | m

alliicd Geis) ek
social used to

the cause of widow

marriages except for their own
widowed mothers!”

In that beauttihfgl cool 3_.11;;
mer evening. on t
Atlantic, I got the answer to the

TIHE next grea ' itical
showbitz on earth, ﬁ.“
idential election, Id

To carefully select the
ant for the me. who
should be as pure * mom-

ing dew, the voters and (he me-
dia are closely watching the
plavers from their homes. ho-
tels and motels. many of them
Iwﬂh their Dona Rices on their
b F

prﬂlm recall what the Editor
friend had said. "Mr Islam, if

udge America by New York,
E: jﬁngeln. . Miami, Chic or
San Francisco you will be

wrong. Basically America is a
conservative country. Chu

a President. the leader of the
country is a very serious natter.
Our people are very careful
about sending their chosen ten-
ant for feur vears to 1600,
Pennsylvania Avenue. And re-
member, the nawe of that
huﬂdm is The While House’
and “The Monkey Busi-

The wriler is a H press
minister at angladesh
Embassy in Washington DC.



