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International

Israel, PA may sign
Hebron accord during
Cairo conference

US advises Rwanda
not to make invasion
attempt into Zaire
Page 8

Business

Economist Intelligence
Unit observation: Poli-
tical enmity should be
checked to restore in-
vestors' confidence

DSE index crosses
3000-point mark

CSE price index 141669
| Market capital Tk 15402 60 ¢r
Transactions n volume 367785

Transactons m value Tk 1893 cr

Dowry: A deadly prac-
tice of greed grows in

| Bangladesh
. TEED

NEWS BRIEFS

Commemorative stamps
on Jail Killing Day
Bangladesh Post Office will
issue a set of lour « viunnemora-
tive E:-‘m stamps each valied
at 4 anda
first day cover valued Tk 6 on
the oecasion of Jail Killing Uﬂr
today. A special cancellor will
also be used. The stamps and

the first day cover will sold
from all head offices in-
cluding lour CPOs. reports UNB.

One dies in
earth collapse

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Nov 2: One
Md Belal, 25. was killed when a
chunk of earth fell on him
1 he was removing earth
from a hill ai Chandannagar of
Nasirabad under Panchlaish
:‘:m Hﬂ-mﬁmnuq. He died on
spol. ; recovered
the body. poe

Contraband worth
Tk 5 lakh seized

CHITTAGONG., Nov 2. Mir-
ersarai police seized conira-
band worth about Taka five

lakh from a 1lruck near
Sitakunda thana on Dhaka-

Chﬂlguﬁ highway here today.
A squad of district police acting
on secret information halted a
Dhaka-bound truck and recov-
ered 690 mini cartons of con-
traband cigarettes, and 16 bales
of Indian yarmn_ Police arrested
driver and assistant of the
truck. reports BSS.

A two-day internet fair.
demonstration of on-line com-
puter networks. teday at
the Purbani Hotel under the
;;:p?c:s of GTITH Cybernet.

air. speci designed for
the business community, will
demonstrate on-line chat, in-
formation gathering from
across the world, electromic
mail and slide show on the web
development and business
mmotmn over the internet.

fair w:ll be open for all
from 10:30 am to 5 pm on both

the days. reports .

Indian goods seized
SYLHET, Nov 2: h

Rifles (BDR) have SImug-

indian goods worth Taka

r lakh, BDR sources said
here. Lt Col S Islam of
adesh Rifles 20 Battalion

told the smuggled goods in-
cluded saree. sugar. beetle
leaves. ginger and cosmetics.
persons were arrested in

this regard. reports BSS.
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Bank rate hike not contractionary: BB Governor
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Growth rate of de
elow historic level to 8 pc

The latest raise in the bank
rate and floor rates of d lis
not a "contractionary™ move
towards credit crunch or con-
taining inflation but a bait for
wooing back the deposits on
flight, a top Bangladesh Bank
official said, reports LN

It will not allect the lending

by banks, Bangladesh Bank
Governor Khorshed Alam told
newsmern al a press conference
at the Bank's conference room
yesterday. The steps are de-
signed to attract deposits to the
banks as the growth of deposits
registered a sharp decline, seri-
ously Ihrcatcnlng the f[uture
lending capacity by banks. he
said.

The central bank chiel said
ihe deposit growth rate, which
is historically around 15 per

cent. d to a low 8 per cent
m&mlﬂanddﬁpm:ﬂt

steps. il is likely to end up at 10
per cent at the end of the current
liscal year.

The central bank, on
Wednesday. raised the bank
rate to 7 per cent from 6.5 per
cent and minimum interest rate
for savings account to 6.5 per
cent from 6 per cent and for
fixed deposit to 6.75 per cent
from 6.25 per cenlL.

"As the floor deposit rates
have been raised to give incen-
tive to the depositors, the bank
rate has also been raised as a
step of consequential adjust-
ment. The bank rate could not
be lower than that of the floor
cdeposit rates.” Alam said.

The governor expressed his
ignorance about where the
money is going and said a
committee had been formed
with the Bank's Economic Ad-
viser as head to probe why the

cleposit is declining,

The committee is expecied to
submit its report within a week,
he said, and then it could be
said where the monev is mov-
ini{. He. however, rulled out that
a large amount is going %o the

booming capital market from

the b ng system.
The governor also did net
agree that the commercial

banks are in a negative position
with liquidity. saying they have
necessary liquidity to meet up
the current credit demands and
the present step aimed at im-
roving the liquidity position
urther.
He anticipated the credit re-
quirement to increase with the

uPIunl ol the economy [(rom
Lhs monthe o aned the tvinks

wotlld not have 1o raise tHwir
lending rates as the spread be-
tween cost of fund and lending

»

|

posit falls

rates i1cuLiins a1 casvy 8 per
cent.

"We liope the banks will ab-
sorby the recent hike ... we are
sure and will ensure that the
hike will not leave any negative
impact on the banks’ lending
capacity,” he said, hoping that
the banks would keep their
lending rates at the same level.

Giving details of the current
liquidity position of the bank-
ing system. Alam said the
banks had lending liquidity to
the tune of Tk 1542 crore on
September 26 this year, up from
Tk 1374 crore a week back.

Asked whether it is a sign of
slagnation as the liquidity is
increasing while the credit is
not expanding, the government
noted that it is a normal pa
terin in this time of the year. Mo
It 1s not a sign of stagnation.
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bengal airlift

Land Mark Building (5th floor) Guishan # 2
Phone, Dhaka: 608735, 608796, 601925
Chittagong Phone: 501996, 600976

Jail Killing Day today
Black event in human
history: President

By Staff Correspondent

The nation will observe the
il Killing Day' today with a
tenewed pledge to safeguard the
vountry's independence and
(emocracy.

Rich tributes will be paid to
thiw memory of the four na-
tionmal leaders and key orpanis-
15 of the Liberation War, Sayed
Nazrul Islam. Tajuddin Ahmed,
M Mansur Ali and AHM Quam-
ruzzaman, who were killed in-
sitle the Dhaka Central Jail on
November 3, 1975.

President Shahabuddin
Alimed has described the
Killing of four national leaders
i Jail 21 years ago as a black
e¢vent in human history.

“The killing ol Sayed Nazrul
Islam, Ta[]v}:cldin Ahmed. Capt
(Retd) M Mansur Ali and AHM
Kamruzzaman in jail for politi-
cal reason earned hatred lrom
all quarters.” he said in a mes-
sage yesterday.

The President said that th
consequence of such cruel event
never earns good result.

|l paid rich tributes to the
meniory of the four national
leaders and prayed for the peace
ol their departed souls.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said that the
government was determined to
preserve the rights to justice
and other fundamental rights
ol the people.

In a message on the occasion
of the Jail Killing Day. she said
that the people were now vocal
for the trial of the killers of
Bangabandhu and the four in
the jail.

"Trial for heinous crime like
killings must be held under the
existing law of the land.” she
said adding “otherwise. people
will lose respect and faith in
law.

See Page 12 Col 1
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Razzak optimistic of water

accord with India

Kunal Ganguly writes from New Delhi

There are words of optimism
at last. But it appears that a
wiser tion to
the cr Ganges waler shar-
ing Lalks wants to have more
than Indian diplomatic niceties
and promises.

Owver several cups of tea and
dozens of bottles of mineral wa-
ler. water experts [rom
Bangladesh and India discussed
the crucial issue for three days

‘| have reasons to be opti-
mistic.” said Bangladesh s Wa-
ter Resources Minister Abdur
Razzak, at the end of the talks
in New Delhi

Razzak declined to elucidate
on the reasons for being opt-
nustic or comment on why an
agreement could not be reached .
but Indian officials said that
before any firm word can be
given to a. the lederal ad-
ministirations in New Delhi
must get it cleared from the -
ernment in West Bengal ich
will be directly affected by any
deal

Also. the Cemmunist-run
governmeiil ol Chief Minister
Jyoli Basu is now an umportant

player in the New Delhi gov.
ernment which it hacks.

The officials said that il New
Delhi manages to convince
Basu. then the agreement can be
announced at a suunmit between
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
aiud her Indtan counterpart HD
[ 2 ve Gowda

The issue of sharing of the
wiler resources between the two
neighbours is not recent

Solution to Ganges
water-sharing
problem soon, says
Indian Minister

CALCUTTA. Nov 2. Water
Resources Minister Abdur Raz
zak arrived here this morning
after a lour-day official visit 1o
the [ndian capital of New Delhi.
reports BSS

The Indian Water Resources
Minister Gayneshawar Misra

seer off the Bangladesh minis-
ter at Delhi Airport.

See Page 12 Cdl 7

The whole furor started in
April 1975 as India built a bar
rage al Farraka. 11 miles from
Bangladesh's northern frontier
It was used 10 divert water from
the Ganges into the Hooghly
river to keep the Calcutta port
ulrrauvr during the dry season
klanuary to May)
~ The surlace water availabil-
ity ol the Ganges river is about
446 million acres of feet (MAF)
and about 21 MAF during the
dry season. India said that it
needed to release a proxi-
niutely 40 000 cusec of water
ito the Hooghly Bhagarati for
Nushing silts and HNproving
the navigability of the port

()1 i other hariid .
Bangladesh s 85 00 it a1 pieeels
the water 11 e iy season o
irrigation and anaintaining
navigability ol 11s rivers.

A lormal agreement was
signed in 1977 Under the

dgreement. India had to release

38 000 cusec of water a day The

dureement was valid until | 988

bt alter 1988 there was 110

Agrecment on the shariug of the
See Page 12 Col 3

Y asmin murder case
Date of hearing

shifted again
to Nov 10

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Nov 2 The
Special Court today again
shifted the date of hearing ol
the Yasmin murder case 1o
Novermber 10,

Aldul Matin, Judge of the
S ial Court, u an applica-
o Ilrom Public Proseoilor
Rahmian., re hxed the

e Page 12 ol 5

PM 1o attend

Food Summit in
Rome Nov 13

Boangladesh will contribiie
stibstantially to adopting .-
hon programmes at the lorth-
coming World Food Summit to
L kle global food crisis, offi
cials said yesterday. reports
FINE,

Frime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will attend the summit.
beginning in Rome on Noven)
ber 13 She is expected to be ac
companied by Furrif,n Minister
Abdus Samad Azad and Food
anel Apric ulture Minisier Be
gut Matia Chowdhury.

See Page 12 col 5
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PM to donate eyes posthumously

Govt to ensure safe
transfusion of blood

The governinent is taking
initiative to introduce a trans-
lusion policy to ensure sale and
scientific transfusion. collec-
tion and preservation of blood,
said Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday, reports UNB.

The government will under-
take a coordinated efiort for the
development and modernisa-
tion of banks and extend-
ing healthcare [acilities. she
said inaugurating National
Voluntary Blood Donation and
Posthumous Eve Donation Day
at the Osmani Hall in the city
vesterday alternoon.

Sandhani. a voluntary blood
flonation and posthumous eye
donation organisation. ar-
ranged the Ilunction. On
November 2 in 1978, Sandhani
collected the first bag of donated
blood.

Addressing the lunction, the
Prime Minister said the gov-
ernment was trying 1o ensure
ﬂﬂl' -orierited medicare sys-

Natiohal Health Policy to reach
health. service o all.

Anaemia is a complex prob-
lem of commonman. particu-
larly anaemia ol the pregnant
women is a matter ol big con-
cern, she said Emlilwn the
pl:ﬂfll: to donate b volun-
Il;ﬂrt y to save thousands of
ives.

Every year the country needs

fE*to ThiFfoduce a «

some 2.5 lakh bags of blood, for
this reason. safe blood collec-
tion. preservation and timely
Iransiusion is essential, she
added.

Prolessional blood donors.
most ol whom have dangerous
conlagious diseases. meet the
niijor portion of blood de-
mands. said Hasina suggesting
collection of salfe blood Irom
the voluntary donors.

She called upon all con-
cerned to initiate a social
movement for voluntary blood
donation and posthumous eye
(lonation and come forward to
cdonate blood and eyes.

In the function, the Prime
Minister, who is a voluntary
IMlood donor and enlisted donor
ol Sandhani. announced that
she would posthumously donate
her eyes also.

Expressing concern over the
increase in blindness. Hasina
said it is a matter ol grave con-
cern that more than 10 lakh
peopte of the vomtry are blind .~
The ligure burgeons with some
40,000 children becoming blind

Eve_ﬁ}'eﬂr.
1 Prime Minister said

blindness was on the increase
i Lhe country for malnutrition
and lor dilferent types of acci-
dents. About 50 per cent ol the
total blind population of the
coumntry are sulltering from

See Page 12 Col 7

Ruling pa_rty wants to
eliminate BNP: Khaleda

Leader of the Opposition and
BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yvesterday said the
government speak ol democ-
racy. but does not believe in
rlemocratic dispensation. re
ports UNB

They do not abide by prin-
ciples of democracy They
want to cling to power by elimi-
nating BNP through repres-
sion.” she said while talking to
a delegation of Jativatabadi
Mahila Dal that called on her at
29 Minto Road her official res
ilence

Convenor ol Mahila Dal
Begum Khurshid Jahan Hug
MP led the delegation Former
slate munister Prod .Jahanara
Hegum and former MP and
tonvenor ol city Mahila Dal
Selima Rahman were present

The BNP chairperson said
the government is now busy
with implementing the com
mitments given to "those who
had brought it to power through
vote dacoity ancd conspiracy

“The people will not allow
this government 1o implement
these pledges against the coun
Iry's interest  she added

The Leader of the Opposition
said Lhe peaple did not vote for
the Awami League in the June
12 election  they voted for the

-

HSC students have to wait a yr

to start degree level classes

The students who S5
Higher Secondary Cerufﬁaatr
IHSC}mtenbginaUmn have o
wait a t a year to n
classes at the dcgr}:e kvdtmr
their admission. accerding to
official sources. '

The HSC examinations are
normally held in June and are
compieted in about a month's
time and then results are pub-
lished usually within tﬂ:u
months. Sometimes, it takes
even more time.

The students. who come out
successiul in the examinations.
have to wait another eight to
ten months to begin their
Elhh.erm in tt:;:;verﬂuu or in
completion of admission pro-
cedures En

The a::adennc session in the
universities starts from July.

The students. who have passed

By Aminul Islam

the HSC examinations this
year will classes in the
tunversities in July next year,
sail officials of universities.

In some universities. it takes
about one and a half years 1o
start academic courses due to
session jam. In Jahangirnagar
University. the session begins
in January

‘But this year we are trying
to start the session from July
next.” the Vice Chancellor of the
un said while ' to
mnauysurh-tmm

The HSC examinations this
year were held in June and the
results were announced in mid
October

There are around | 56 000
seats in the universities and de-

u‘ﬁacmrdﬁgmdaunm
from the Bangladesh Bureau of

Educational Information and
Stanstics (BANBETS).

Ihis vear. a total of 1.27.000
sludents came out successiul
which shows that around
29.000 seats at the level
will remain vacant.

Admission tests in Dhaka
University will be held in
February or March. officials of
the university said.

When contacted. Prof
Aminul Islam_ the Dean of the
Faculty of Arts of DU, said it
was not o take classes
of two different batches in the
sate year due to short of
teie hers and non-availa
ol class rooms.

"Moreover we wail for Lhe
admission tests of the of BUET
and medical colleges.” he said.

A crash programme was Ln-
veiled in an interministerial

meeting yesterday for giving a

facelift to the capital city by
enthancing s natural and
sirnctural LINB.

Addressing {he meeting in
ihe conference room of his

Ministry,. LGRD and
{ voperatives Minister Zillur
Rahman concerted effort

of the service nrﬁ:nhul)n. and
nnﬁra[mn of the city dwellers
in beautifying the city protect-

ing its environment.

He said the government of
Sheikh Hasina had started
| making the Dhaka into a
vorld-c capital city by en-
hanc its natural and archi-
lectural beauty

The Minister said special
programmes had been under-
laken to the parks of
the city by ¢ a greenbelt
planting saplings on the di-
viders and along the city

B

Crash programme to
beautify city

sireets dﬂfﬂmﬂ:ﬁ its lakes by
re-excavation and making the
lakeside areas as excursion cen-
Ires.

The Road-32 of the
Dhanmondi residential area
will be widened under the pro-
gramme in line with the struc-

tural beauty of the
Bangabandhu Memorial
Museum as well as for le's

rally at national functions. he
t Lhe meeting.

Also. process ol sciling up 4
floating restanurant in
Dhanmondi lake will start
s00n. he said. Besides, a green-
belt will be made to enhance the
beauties at lakesides.

State Minister for LGRD and
Cooperatives Syed Abul
Hossain. City Mayor
tives from different ministries
and chiefs of the concerned

service organisations were pre-

. sent.

BNP "This is why they (AL)
winl  to weaken people’s
lovourie party, the BNP."
Hegum Zia said the BNP has
an overwhelming popularity
among the countrys women.
The terrorists had barred them
irom going to the polling cen-
tres during the election. "Their
rights to Iranchise was
snatched away in the June 12
election.’ she alleped.
Criticising the government,
Hegum Zia said women are be-
Ing repressed evervday across
the conntiy, Dut the governiment

Sev Hape 1200l 0

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

Repression on women
10 special courts
start functioning

Star Report

Ten special courts set up ex-
clusively lor cases relating to
repression on women and chil-
dren manned by l]udit:ial offi-
cials of the rank of district and
sessions judge started function-
ing last week. official sources
said leerday.

Of the 10 courts. six are in
the six divisional headguarters
and four in Comilla, Rangpur,
Mymensingh and Kushtia.

Ten judicial officials posted
in these courts have started
work as presiding judges. the
sources said. '

Abdul Galur has been posted
as juclge of the special court in
Dhak:i. they acdded.

BB sets up fraud
detection cell

Bangladesh Bank has cre-
ated a fraud-detection cell
within its jurisdiction to check
financial fraud in the money
market. the central bank gov-
ernor announced yesterday.

Talking to newsmen in the
bank’'s conlerence room, the
governor. Khorshed Alam, said
the high-powered cell had been
set up recently, but no formal
announcement was made ear-
lier,

He disclosed the creation of
the cell in reply to a quer
whtther the central bank itself
should investigate into the cor-
ruption in the banks or the
Anti corruption Bureau should
do that job.

Alam said the initial in-
spection could be made by the

See Page 12 Col 3
Alleged snatcher
beaten to death
In City
Bv DMC Correspondent

An allcged snatcher was
beaten Lo death by a mob urxd

two of his acconiplices were in-
jured at Satmasjid Road n
Dhanmondi residential area in
the city yesterday morning, po-
lice sources said.

The deceased was identified
as Dilder Ali alias Delwar. 30.

He was [atally injured in a
mass beating and succumbed to
his injuries at the Dhaka
Medical - College - Hospitalk
[DMCH]. police said. Two of his
live accomplices — Al r. 28,
and Masud, 25 — were itted
to the DMCH with injuries.

Police said that five muggers
in an auto-rickshaw attacked
one Partha Sarathi Nandi of
Indira Road as he was waitin
for a rickshaw in front o
Uttara Bank at Satmasjid Road
after withdrawing Tk 60.000.

S Page 12Caol 8

Col Rashid’s

wife arrested

Star Report

Zobaida Rashid. wife of Col
[rtd) Rashid. an absconding ac-
cused in the August 15 killing
case was arrested [rom their
Gitlshan residence late last
im.ﬂll. according to Gulshan po-
fCes

Police said that she was first
taken to Gulshan thana and
later shifted to the Police Hos-
pital al around 1:00 the same
nidht,

I.irlier police had cordoned
oll 1their residence.

Falking to The Daily Star. a
scinor police oflicial had ear-

Sec Page 12 col 5
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