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Earth' could not be published
today due to some unavoidable
factors. The inconvenience is

JS obituary

references

The seventh Jatiya Sangsad
yesterday at the inaugural sit-
ting of its second session
adopted Obituary Relerences
condoling the death of eight dis-

tinguished personalities of the
country in the past two months,
reports BSS.

They are former Awami
League MP Raligquddin
Bhuiyan. former BNF MPs Prof
ANM Nurur Rahman and
Mokhlesur Rahman. former

Member of Constituent Assem-
bly (MCA) and Awami League
leaders Advocate Ahsanullah
and Gopal Krishna Maharatna
and f[reedom fighters Major
(retd) Mehdi Ali Imam and
Fakhrul Islam Al Maizbhan-
dari.

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury moved the Obituary
References.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad conducted a munai-
jat for the peace of the departed
souls.

PM: Youths
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She was inaugurating the
National Youth Day at a hunc-
tion at the Quter Stadium or-

%anlscd by the Ministry ol
outh and Sports and the
Directorate ol Youth

Development.

The inaugural function was
also addressed by Finance
Minister SAMS  Kibria,
Secretary of the Ministry of
Youth and Sports M Shahjahan
and Momtaj Eggum. a lady who
had succeeded in establishin
hersell as a sell-motivate
earner after taking training
from the ‘Juba Unnayan
Adhidaptar.’

State Minister lor Youth and
Sports Obaidul Kader was in the
chair.

The lunction was attended
by ministers, MPs. officials of
the ministry and the direc-
torate and representatives of
friendly countries including
India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan,
Philippines, Nepal. Singapore
and Austria. Austrian represen-
tative Erfried Malle on behalf
of the foreign representatives
also addressed the function and
appreciated the present gov-
ernment's initiative for youth
development in the country.

The prime minister handed
over the national youth awards
to nine persons who proved
their worth in respective fields
as sell-motivated and indepen-
dent workers to land their lives
in a decent way.

The prime minister handed
over to t Taka 5.000 each. a
crest and a certilicale.
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governinent from embarrass-
ment.” Halizuddin told the

House. But, he added. “of the
two, one hails lrom greater
Barisal while the other from
greater Mymensingh .~

Al this point. a visibly em-
barrassed state minister was
seen sitting silently.

Allegations ol corruption
made by BNP legislator
Mashiur Rahman prompted

three cabinet members to

in the House. While making a
query as to why one of his no-
Lices was rejected by the Chair,
Mashiur claimed that he had
enclosed with his notice specific
examples ol corruption in gov-
ernment’'s rice purchase and in
the telecommunications sector.
He also accused the Home Min-
istry of providing shelter to the
armed hoodlums' who had
killedd a person under police
custody.

Responding to the BNP law-
tiker. Food Minister Matia
Chawdhury said the govern-
menl was ready to punish an!):-
one involved in corruption. She
asked the BNP MP to come up
with specific allegation of cor-
ruption. The present govern-
ment would never purchase
rotten rice for the people for
anybody's personal benefit. she
added. without elaborating.

Telecommunications
Minister Mohammad Nasim
also denied any corruption in
the sector. It was the BNP gov-
ernment which had indulged in
corruption in this sector, he
said, adding that these would be
unearthed through investiga-
lions.

Home Minister Major (retd)
Rafiqul Islam claimed that the
allegation of the killing of
Tuhin in the custody of
Motijheel Police was baseless.
"Tuhin committed suicide." he
said.

Former Speaker and BNP
legislator Shaikh Razzak Al
"humbly" requested the home
nunister to withdraw his re-
mark. '{t is not right for a home

Jayewardene
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the maximum two terms al-
lowed by the constitution which
he adopted for the country in
1978.

He had celebrated his 90th
birthday an September 17.

Jayewardene is regarded as
the architect of the country's
free market reforms introduced
in 1978. He also forged close ties
with Japan which eventually
became Sri Lanka's largest sin-
gle donor of foreign aid.

His United National Party
(UNP] ruled Sri Lanka [rom
1977 till it was defeated at the
August 1994 parliamentary
elections.

Funeral arrangemenis were
not immediately announced.
The opposition sought a state
funeral and a day of national
mourning.

winter session

minister to comment that
Tuhin committed suicide when
the court of law is yet to pass its
verdict in the case,” he said.

But the home minister reit-
erated his comment, arguing
that the autopsy report said it
was a case of suicide.

Meanwhile the Speaker in-
lormed the House that he would
propose a condolence motion
on five late leaders including
Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin
Ahmed, Mansoor Ali
Kamruzzaman and Abdur Rab
Serniabatl sometime in the cur-
rent session or during the next
sesslon.

Later. Humavyun Rashid
Chowdhury assured the House
that some important issues like
law and order. transit to India
and arsenic contamination of
tube-well water in different ar-
eas of the couniry will be thor-
oughly discussed in the House
cduring the current session.

“l think the issue would
thoroughly be discussed during
the session.”" Chowdhury said
while separately rejecting some
opposition notices seeking to
adjourn the normal proceed-
ings ol the House to discuss
‘deteriorating’ law and order,
reported government plan to
give transit to India and so on.
The Chair, however. readily al-
lowed a short discussion on the
issue of arsenic contaminatjon.

The House earlier witnessed
an hour-long question-answer
session and the questions, all
relating to the Home Ministry,
were replied by the home minis-
ter.

Both Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the
Opposition Begum Khaleda Zia
were present in the House, while
the latter left earlier.

The session was adjourned
at 8:55 pm and resumes on
November 4 at 4. 15 pm.

Only 3 out of 89
call attention
notices accepted

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury accepted only three
out of 89 call attention notices
moved by MPs on the first day
of the second session of new

arliament yesterday. reports
NB.

The Speaker disposed off
eight notices on special privi-
lege of MPs. The Chair gave de-
cision on 27 out of 29 notices of
adjournment motions.

An one-hour discussion on
arsenic will be held in parlia-
ment. The motion was moved
by BNP member Harun-or
Rashid Khan Monno.

Most of the opposition
members who had submitted
adjournment motions urged the
Speaker to accept their motions
on issues of transit., Asian
highway. price-hike of electric-
ity and law and order situation.

How not to make a trip
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planned. whose most dramatic
example was the faux pas with
her General Assembly speech.

We fully endorse her posi-
tion ol not having raised the
water issue at the UN this time.
[t would have been foolish. and
counter to all diplomatic com-
monsense, to raise it at the in-
ternational level when bilat-
eral negotiations were not only
going on, but were at a very
critical stage. We commend her
for forcefully countering her
critics by taking a strong public
position on this matter. But
that should not distract us from
the fact that a most embarrass-
ing situation was created with
the text of the PM's speech, sig-
nifying the bad planning that
we are talking about,

The speech that ultimately
Sheikh Hasina gave to the
world body could have been far
better drafted. Granted that
most leaders speak at the UN
with the domestic audience in
mind. What was been forgotten
in this case is that the same
domestic auté:_em:t does not
want a repeat of the same thi
that they are hearing at hc?iﬁae
all the time. In fact, at the world
body, the home viewers and lis-
teners want to see their leader
as a world leader, talking about
flnbal issues and speaking out
or what is good for humanity
and the future of the world. For
the few minutes that their Pres-
idents or Prime Ministers are
on the world stage, they want
see them' as world leaders.
Where was the world, the hu-
manity. the future in Sheikh
Hasina's speech? Where was her
vision, for the citizens of the
world to hear and judge her by?
Just as she fights BNP in
Bangladesh, she fought it on the
floors of the UN.

In her press conference on
return, Sheikh Hasina claimed
that she had received tremen-
dous response from the US in-
vestors. Well, let us recall Be-
nazir Bhutto's trip to the US a
year or two back. During that
trip she was able to si OUs
worth nearly 3 billion US dol-

lars. She repeated it to the Pak-
istani public a million times.
And yet not a cent came to Pak-
istan for quite sometime. It is
only recently that some of those
companies that signed the
MOU's are coming and invest-
ing in Pakistan. Sheikh Hasina
could very well prove to be right
in her optimism. And we ho
that she does. However the
point we are making is that
even with MOU's signed in the
resence of the Prime Minister
oreign com es do not come
to invest. With no MOU signed
with us, how much chance do we
have of getting actual FDI is a
matter for all of us to guess. (We
would be happy to proved
wrong on this count).

Here again is an example of
lack of planning. An elected
Prime Minister is the most
EiOWEI‘fui promoter that a coun-
ry can have. But as and when
we use that promoter so
must collect in the kitty. oth-
erwise it impacts adversely the
image of the Prime Minister,
1ol to mention that ol the coun-
try. Here again Sheikh Hasina
was badly advised.

We recall that with all the
fanfare of Be%um Zia's trip to
Japan. with 43 businessmen in
tow, brought not one cent of in-
vestment to us. The former
Prime Minister also told us on
return that she found great re-
sponse to her call among the
Japanese businessmen.

Then again why did we have
a foreign company arrange for
our Prime Minister's me:ting
with the US investors. Couldn't
the BOI or our own Embassy
have done that? Is that compa-
ny's prestige higher than that of
our country that we did not feel
confident in organising these
meetings ourselves?

Finally a few words about
the size of the PM's entourage.,
We asked several AL leaders,
including a few who were a part
of it. as to the rationale behind
the 77-member delegation.
Even il we leave out the 22-
member business group who
wernt on their own, we are still
left with 55-member who were
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on the trigc:ln public monev.
Why? For 's sake why? Can
anybody please explain what
national interest was served by
Lakinﬁaall these people to the US
for 8 days.

L—li_y itself there is no hard
and fast rule about how big a
head of government's delega-
tion should be. But definitely
there is some rationale, some
cogent thinking behind consti-
tuting it. What was the rationale
here?- For example if the PM
was taking 50 r. unsung
freedom fighters to the UN as a
tribute to them, we would have a
rationale.

Did the members of the del-
egation perform any role which
made the PM's trip more suc-
cessful than it would have been
il her delegation was, say, of 10
tlo 15 members, plus the busi-
ness delegation? On the con-
trary did not such a large dele-
gation actually contribute to
making her trip look less seri-
ous than it was.

If the idea was to reward
people for services rendered
then there are much better ways
of dnlxg it. If the idea was to ex-
pose AL leaders or supporters to
the US or the UN then goodwill
missions could be arranged dur-
ing which the members of such
delegations would have learnt
much more than being a part of
PM's delegation permits them
to.

Didn't anybody tell the PM
that she is running the risk of
being welcomed in the US by
one-liners in the American me-
dia like "The PM of one of the
poorest countries of the world,
comes to the UN with one of the
largest delegations." Did
Sheikh Hasina actually en-
hance her own image, or the
prestige of her office by includ-
ing her relatives in the trip?

We raised the above issues
with the knowledge that our
Prime Minister would be mak-
ing many more foreign tri?a
during her five year tenure. In
fact the trip to Rome is all set.
What sort of an impact is she
likely to make on the Surmmit
on Food Security if her own del-
egation gives the image of
wasie. As we move towards

flobalisation. and as economic

iplomacy takes precedence
over others, the virtues of the
lean but efficient governments
will have to get reflected in lean
and performance oriented for-
eign delegations.
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1,120 terrorists held, 2,097

arms seized till Oct 25

A total of 1,120 armed ter-
rorists have been arrested and
2,097 illegal firearms recovered
till October 25 since the present
wUmHB t assumed power, re-

This was disclosed in the
Jatiya Sangsad by Home
Minister ul Islam while
r to a question by Sharif
Khasruzzamman (AL-Narail)
yeslerday.

The government had
seven day's time from st 7
lo August 13 for surrender of il-

arms. A total of 715 arms
ol various lypes were surren-

S-member panel

of chairmen

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury yesterday nomi-
nated a five-member panel of
chairmen to preside over the
-:uli:r:nt u;uinn ol parliament
in his or the Deputy Speaker's
absence, EJHE A

Members of the panel are:
Dewan Farid Gazi (Habiganj).

Abdul Momen (Netrokona),
Syed Kamal Bakht Saki
(Satkhira). Barrister Rabeya

Bhiyan (women seat-19) and
Prof Mohammad Abdullah
(Chandpur).

The nomination of the panel
was the first business taken u
in the second session of the ?tl!i'
Parliament which began its sit-
ting in the after a t(wo-month
recess

. Uneasy calm
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garding logging in the area

The woodcutlers were Lhen
Lieee! and blind folded and led
away in groups ol linve When
others asked why they were he-
ing tied and blind-folded. the
cadres replied that the new
'‘Boro babu’ (name attributed to
the chief toll collector)] wanted
to see them. an official said
quoting other woodcuttes in the
area and an eyewitness who
managed to escape from the
sSCene,

The bodies of the 28 wood-
cutters bore extensive marks ol
torture. said another official
source adding that the two
missing woodcutiers were yet to
be traced. Muosi of the victims
were settlers irom Mymensingh
and Bhola districts.

Meanwhile, the families of
the victims were yet to receive
the Tk 50.000 offered to them by
the government. The DC of
Rangamati said that they did
not yet receive the Accountant
General’'s authority in this re-
gard.

Several committees were
formed to probe into the
killings. A five-member com-
miltee formed on a8
submitied their report 1o the
Home Ministry on October 10.

CHT situation
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feasibility of setting up of some
new police stations, investiga-
tion centres and more fire sta-
tions in the country. he added.
Pressed repeatedly by ruling
party deputy Shamsul Huq the
Home Minister assured him
that . new police station would

be set up in Taraganj in
Mymensingh.
Replying to BNP lawmaker

Jafrul Islam Chowdhury from
Chittagong, the Home Minister
said that experts from BUET,
Shipping Ministry and Navy
have a a techni-
cal specification for floating an
international tender to procure
six vessels for the Coast Guard.
The Coast Guard would be de-
veloped as an independent force
lo check piracy in coastal areas,
he said.

He regretted that though a
tender was floated in this regard
a year ago it was cancelled later
for "reasons beyond my
knowledge."

Replying to another ques-
tion the minister said that
conditions in prisons and the
quality of food served there
were not up to the mark. He as-
sured the House that efforts
would be made to change the
conditions.

The Home Minister told the
House that Tuhin, who's death
in police cust in the city re-
cently sparked controversy,
had committed suicide as per
the post mortem rt. Former
Speaker Sheikh zak Ali
now a BNP deputy, reacted
sharply to the Home Minister's
statement and urged him to re-
frain from making such state-
ments because the case was un-

der trial.
Rao
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into a courtroomn for the first
time to seek an extension of
bail in a case of conspiring to
forge documents to defame a ri-
val politician. The court is to
ve its ruling next week on the
ail petition.

e third case involves alle-
ations by a London-based
usinessman that Rao hel

cheat him of 100.000 dollar
which he had paid against
promises of government con-
traclts, That case resumes next
Wednesday.

Residential plots
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Uttara residential area were re-
peatedly served with notices by
the authorities concerned in
1991 for shifting those from the
area but those continue to oper-
ate there till now while several
others have come into opera-
tion, sources noted.

Many residents of the area
complained that the issue was
also raised at minister level but
no steps was taken as yet.

They also alleged that Lhe
factories were creating envi-
ronmental pollution in the
area.

dered during the period. the
minister added.

Home Minister
Islam told the J

erday that 44,738

ad been detained in the coun-

try's 62 jails and sub-jails as

undertrail prisoners and con-
victs.

Answering a question from
Shahiduzzaman tu) (BNP).
the minister said the number of
undertrail is 30,919,
Out of them. 29,870 are males
amnd 1,049 are females. He said
the number of convicts is
13,819, out of whom 13,370 are
males and 449 are females.

The minister said the coun-
try has 78 different cat

jails but 16 of them are non-
operational.

Education week
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hoped that the rate of Mteracy
would be increased in the coun-
try by creating greater educa-
tional awareness amo the

Rafiqul

ﬂeoplc of all strata th the

ational Education Week.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina. in her mes e, said

"Education is the fundamental
right of every people . . . There
is no alternative to well-edu-
catedd human resources for a
planned national develop-
ment.

She added: "An educated na-
tion means a developed nation
We want a strong and well-edu-
cated nation free from the curse
of Hlliteracy The educated class
will have to play the plioneering
role to achieve this target.”

BNP leader
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lace between the two parties
ollowing a ‘salish’ over the is
sue today after the Jumma
prayers. The victim, while re
turning home after prayer
asked Quashem All and the
Mutwalli (Caretaker) ol the
Mosque« Committee to resolve
the dispute At a stage Quashem
Ali suddenly stabbed Khalilur
Rahman. 29 in his abdomen.
eyewilnesses said. Khalil died
on the spot. Hundreds of devo-
tees from the mosque gheraoed
the advocate and police later
arrested him alongwith the
blood-stained d; :

Police said they also ar-
rested Quashem's brother To-
jamunul Ali and five others in-
cluding two women in connec-
tion with the case.

The Sylhet District BNP
President and General Secre-
tary in-charge in a statement

strongly condemned the killing
and demanded exem pun-
ishment of the killers of

Khalilur Rahman. General Sec-
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AL programmes
to observe Jail
Killing Day

The Awami League has taken

an elaborate amme (o
observe the J Killing Day
tm‘nurn:rw_. UNB.

Awami League President and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will attend a discussion meet

ing as chief guest at I"Jgﬂ:n
Institute at 3 pm on the :

The programme also in-
cluces hoisting of black flag.
national and party flags at
half must at Bangabhaban
Awami League central office
and other offices across the
country and wearing of black
hadges at 6 am. placing of
wreaths at the rirait of }
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at 8 am.  placing of
wreaths. offering of lateha and
milad mahfil at the mazars of
marivrs of the 15th August at
Banaini

Nat'| Cooperatives
Day today

The 25th National Coopera
tives [day will be observed
throughout the country today
reporis L/NB

Fresident Justice Shahabu
tdelin . Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in
separate messages yvesterday
wished success of the davy

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed called upon all to under
take and implement new pro
jects to create employment op
portunity for the jobless and
make them self rellant

In a separate message, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina called
lor concerted efforts to make
the cooperative institutions
self-reliant to free the people
from the curse ol poverty.

5 arrested
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from lather of olie Shahidul Is-
lam alias Biplob. 24. after he
was taken hostage instead of

sending him to Japan.
According Lo police sources,
the gang telephoned Biplob's fa-
ther Azizul Huq Sikder of Das
Mansion in Santahar under
Adam Dighi thana of Bogra and
demanded the ransom amount.
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of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

While asking a supplemen-
tary on hhﬂ?lrﬂian iFth:f:lv
ernment h n'ry_Flantn up

a in

a new thana at Tarakand

Mymensi . Shamsul Haq. in
his usual high tone, reminded
the minister that Sheikh

Hasina. while she was the
Leader aof the had

| assured him that Tarakanda

would be turned into a new
thana. "But you are telling that
the government has no such
plan . Please. don't tarnish the
image of the Prime Minister by
making such a statement”, Haq
told the House amid thumping

and laughter in both the
In response. a smiling Home

Minister drew the attention of
the Chair to say. "You've seen
that | myself also thumped the
table along with other mem-
bers "

‘Had the honorable member
tokd me of the Prime Minister's
earlier commitment. | won't
have made such a statement.
Anyway_ | now assure the mem-
ber that Tarakanda would be
turned into a thana”. the minis-
ter conchuded.

Following Shamsul Hagq.
several other MPs stood up to
raise similar demands. At this
stage. the Home Minister com-

. mented, "] think the Finance

Minister is getting worried
since money is involved for
meeting such demands.”

Jahirul Islam of the BNP
created laughter in the House by
introducing himsell saying.
“I'm the honorable member of
parliament from Shingan| area
ol a district.”

ile disposing of a notice

by Jamaat-e-Islami MP Delwar
Hossain Saidee on phensidyl
addiction by a section of the
youths, Speaker Humayun
Rashid Choudhury advised the
noted Maolana, "You can guide
them thrmﬂyum sermons.”

Front ncher in the
Opposition., KM Obaidur
Rahman narrowly escaped a
fall from his ' olving chair
when he wa~ . itting with
Salauddin Kader « houdhury in
a jovial meooed. Choudhur
dashed Obaid's chair wit

Sangsad tidbits

‘intrue statements” in violation
of the Rules of Procedure.

A smiling Speaker r
"one thing has been
now that my neutrality is
tioned by both the sides. it's a

ﬂmmhﬂdha

debate over BNP lawmaker Maij
Iretd] Hafizuddin Ahmed s
comment an obituary
reference that two member of
the council of ministers of
Sheikh Hasina had opposed the
liberation war. the Speaker

help from the Leader of

the Opposition Begum Khale

Zia.

OF;memrlhle Leader of 1he
. | bag your help 10

maintain a solemn atmosphere

for the reference”. the

Speaker hu uttered several

times

However . m Zia onl
stared at thmpuk:r an-s
smiled.

AL legislator AKM Ja
Hossain. while making Wump-
plementary on his question
about the Coast Guard. hoped
the members of the newly-
formed Coast Guard would not
act like the BDR personnel. In a
lighter vein, Jahangir said,
'BD Ka Mall Odhar, Er Naam

R

Revolver
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and police.
Zakir. a government official
of the rank of senior assistant

secretary, was cnrrﬂn;fe the

weapon is his handbag told
an Sl ol Special Branch that

Ihere was a licensed revolver in
his bag, according to police
SOLINCEeS.

Refusing to hand over the
revolver there, the PS went to
his second floor office at the

Bhaban and sent it to
SB control room th his
office assistant. He later
produced his licence to SB
officials.

Talking to newsmen at his
office. Zakir said. "l carry
weapon with me .. as a first
;:|llau magistrate | am entitled to

at.”

He declined to make any
comment when asked about the
incident.

retary ol Word No. 9 unit of The arrested were identified hands and saved him. A general diary in this con-
BNP. _ as Moazzem Hosain, 45, and his Ruling party member Sharif neclion was by Police
A procession was also accomplices M Saifuddin, 45, Khashruzzaman char the at the Bhaban and
brought out in Shibganj area | Mosharrof Hossain. 42, Md Se- Speaker lor being "bi * {Lo- report was sent (o the Secretary
and a rally was held to protest | lim, 45. and Md Faruq, 35. po- | warls the Opposition lawmak- ©! the Parliament secretariai

the murder today. lice sources added. 1 ers by allowing them to make  #ccording to police.
— — e
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