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Amid resonant prediction of its fiery, spark-
emitting nature, the second session of the seventh
Jatiya Sangsad, it seemed, was robbed of the atten-
tion its agenda deserved. For all the building up of
calescence the fact remains that this session of na-
tional parliament does have a number of impor-
tant issues. One hopes the law makers would re-
main focused to them throughout and would not
misuse time in what Bernard Shaw once termed as

the energy of righteousness.

The separation of the judiciary from executive is
one of the major expectations built around the in-
choate parliamentary session. Law has long been
harped to be allowed to live an independent life. In-
tervention of the executive in the judiciary went a
long way in thwarting progress in general. In the
present circumstances or the rather messed state of
the two founding plinths of the state, not only the
sufferings of the citizenry are augmented by the
tardy and tortuous operative mode of judiciary but
the measures needed for national development

also face various crippling bottlenecks.

Also awaited with keen interest is the local gov-
ernment bill for a four-tier system of governance
that will include village union, thana and district

level units of the administration.

Sparks will continue to fly because Parliament
is the place from where a pluralistic political sys-
tem draws its strength, its diversity. But then a
chord of unity regarding national interest must
run through all this diversity. This unity in diver-
sity is what makes democracy click as a system
and saves a parliamentary session from being la-
belled as an assembly of cacophony comprising

people's representatives.

The Prime Minister's pronouncement on chan-
nels of communication with the opposition regard-
ing consensus on national issues should contribute
to the qualitative improvement of the session. The
ruling party seemingly, has its work cut out. We

hope the filibustering zeal and the energy of righ-
teousness will not get the better of the attention on

the agenda.

Well Done, Garments!

It seems that Bangladesh has largely achieved a
garments industry without child labour. That they
have arrived at this happy stage, subject of course
to the satisfaction of ILO and the importing coun-
tries, in about two years time is quite creditable.
, And it proves once again the entrepreneurial re-
: sﬂience that we have here. Wanted is. only the will }

ple greed. In the case of child labour in garments
manufacture, the will came in response to outside
pressure. One only hopes now that the will is here.
The child ban would continue effectively without
any further prodding from abroad. The BGMEA

has dccided to fine any member manufacturer em-
ploying even a single child.

Together with freeing the garments sector of
child labour, the BGMEA has successfully arranged
for the entire 10,547 identified child workers now
out of job to go to 247 schools. Each of these chil-
dren are getting Tk 300 as stipend. This is truly
impressive and we congratulate the garments lead-
ership for this. This we do knowing full well that
the lure of cheap labour is something very hard to
resist and the happy situation that was reported on
Thursday by the BGMEA may come unstuck at any
moment if an unslacking vigil is not effectively

kept for years to come. Return of children in what-
ever insignificant number to the industry will
not only set at naught the good work but will
damage Bangladesh's image abroad badly and
for good, exactly as warned by the US Ambassa-

dor.

Child labour is not the only malady that the
garments sector, or for that matter all exportables
are suffering from. Unfair business practice takes
many forms. We have to see on our own and with-
out foreign prodding, that these do not encumber
our export activity. Save the child labour question
no progress is in sight in healing those bad cheat-
ing ways. The way we burnt our fingers in our eu-

phoric expansion of prawn c¢ulture and export
should be a good lesson to benefit from.

Let the garments good news be the beginning of a
healthy export industry. The child labour perfor-
mance should give us confidence.

National Youth Day

National Youth Day was observed yesterday. The
spirit of celebration to mark the day devoted to the
youth force of the country was contrasted by a
rather gloomy picture painted in one of the leading
Bengali dailies. One third of the country’'s youth
population is unemployed and an alarming pro-
portion of it is addicted.

According to Youth Develupment Directorate
statistics, of the total population of eleven crore
and ninety lakh, three crore sixty lakh are youths.
While two crore forty lakh youths are employed,
one crore twenty lakh of their age peers are unem-
ployed. .
. A survey conducted back in 1992 revealed that
about sixty two per cent of those admitted to hospi-
tals with drug related ailments belonged to the
youth community. A truly sad commentary but
then again the reasons are quite obvious.

While the various projects and programmes
aimed at the optimal use of this great youth force
now lying in waste call to be lauded, caution should
also be taken against the factors that lead to the
aggravation of the problem we already have on our
hands.
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Of Government and Governance

There is not much sense in saying that the past was bad because hadJit not been so, Awami
League would not have been in the present. People had already rejected the past ...

INCE the assumption of
power aboul five months
back. Prime Minister (PM)
Sheikh Hasina and her ruling
tarty Bangladesh Awami
eague (AL) have been
showering a lot of their good
wishes and showing many ways
to meet people's demand. Their
unequivocal commitments to
display. in the realm of
overnance, a distinct drift
rom the past could also be
glanced from the wvarious
speeches made by the PM and
her cabinet colleagues. Quite
naturally conscious, citizens of
this country started monitoring
each and every step of the gov-
ernment and analyzing the re-
sults thereol. Few of these u
shots had already been pugr
lished in newspapers and few of
lhem ol prominence in semi-
e purfmﬁr of the present
l'lﬂ'lt is to pull together thr vari-
ous notions about the perfor-
mance of the present govern-
ment over its initial 140 days of
being in power The views ex-
pressed in mainly drawn from
the chit-chats and table-talks
heard here and there
In general. peopie tend to feel
that it was a good idea to allow
BTV to telecast live the JS
ceedings In fact "Ajker
Sangsad’ is considered by man
as one of the mosi ular
programmes Lhat EIH{] ever
produced. The intrinsic merit
of the programme lies in its ca-
pacity to build a bridge between
the voters and their representa-
tives. The benefits so derived
tenid to poin! to an enlarged
version of the same albeit in a
reflined manner. This could ar-
g:tt“ for the necessity of another
" channel to accommodate
other programimes
The news portion ol BTV, al-

legddly. continues to disrespect
nFntraJit_f and nmrmtunr;m
of e party in power. Al the ini-
tial phase some rays of hﬂp-u
were ushered w'ith cover
opposition news, more or

It l:ﬂpectcdthatﬁtlm
and better transparency, BTV
should be allowed to |
more of tion views.

ever, the formation of a com-
mittee to eke out the modalities
to free BTV from the clutches of
government control is being
considered as a welcome move.
The government should how-
ever, see that the committee
does not take minutes only by

hours.
e PM appears to have

“‘ﬁ' apte m B, The
ramme. “Shobinoye Jig-
gas a" as it was called. aimed
lo portray transparency in the
overall management of the gov-
ernment. Like some other pro-
l‘rcln in Bangladesh, the idea
»hind the programme sounded
rich but IE: malterialization
turned out to be absolutely poor
and. to a large extent, procto-
rial. The g wishes of the PM
and her party failed to turn up
as good horses due to the follies
of the organizers and of the "sy-
chophants © The mis-match

however, sliould not deter fu-
hire attempis Lo continue a pro-
vrainmie like this

To this effect, viewers

Shobinoye Prottasha are as
follows: (a) the PM and the
Leader of the Opposition should
[ace one moderator and four
other participants. (b} there can
be an audience with no partici-

pation: (c] telephone calls
should be welcome; and (d) the
querists should preferably be
selected from among relatively

Iic“T:ﬂgm'e-rnrment is yet

.ngﬂp on the deteriorating
order situation. After a

di‘p the rate of hijacking. ex-
tortions. murders seem to have
peaked once again. The appar-
ent "ceasefire” a contend-
ing student political parties
seems (o provide no sign of
consolation whatsoever. The
gun battle may erupt any mo-
ment in educational institu-
tions. The government once

sent. People had already re-
jrcied the past post holders and
voted Awami League to power
on 12th June. The government
should spend more of its time in
devising ways and means to
present a . secure and sus-
tainable present for the peopile.
The potential fertiliser crisis
that might gﬁp the upcouiry
boro season,

nnnricl:hlnlll:n-ﬂ:litiﬂ the
chaos in the fimancial sector.
the unfinished of re-
forms eic. should the

issues to tinker with. This of

again should sit with different
political parties (major or mi-
nor) and seek their co-opera-
tion in this regard. Just to re-
mind. the law and order situa

tion would continue to act as
the “most effective barometer of
overnment's successes and
ailures.

The policy makers should,
as many would like to see, cease
to chewing the performances of
the past governments too much
There is not much sense In say-
ing that the past was bad be-
cause had it not been so. AL
would not have been in the pre

tinue its hunt for the killers
the crooks and the criminals

All that should be done in a
more transparent fashion so
that the question of political

WTE:&I‘I{T does not arise
far as foreign policy is

concerned. the government
seems (o have taken the right
path. The China visit by the PM
at the first lap appears to
forstall the faet that in politics
nothing is permanent as far as
interest of the country is con-
cerned. Her US visit is also
reckoned with positive atti
tudes excepting the following

li} the size of the entourage in
the fleet could be much smaller:
(ii) her speech could be better
tuned with more tic is-
sues. However. at the end of the
day. the successes /failures of
the fi of the t
government would be by
the availability of Ganges water
during the Lupcoming winter.
The PM did the right by not
raisintg the issue at the UN in
the event ol the on going bilat-
eral negotiations. It is
;It_]a:}d];dia would extend her
ie hand to the

deneriod region of Baogiadiel
is not de-

so that Bangladesh
prived of its due share from

much of evaluations seem to be
n evidence. And those which
are available. appear to hint at
some qualitative notions. The
recenit rise in the bank rate to
curb inflation. allegedly. does
not a ar to be a right step.
After all economics is a science
nftradrdh and any policy step
that minimizes the opportunit

rnost. is deemed to be a good pol-
icy step We have at the moment
two imperatives (a) containin

rising price of essentials and ni
augmenting economic activities
bv making credits available to
iivestors The first imperative
calls for a rise in the bank rate
while the second for a lowering
of the same. Are we witnessing a
surge in demand for bank credit
by private investors? If not. the
rise in bank rate might add to
the falling demand In that
rase the economy might have
lo face a down turn. What about

ll!:lﬂ' 7 M
ues to
ﬁ" a of
JJ,::'“
ln the
for that? The lnv Illl:nt

nimuld in a haste,
deviliny m"’E"‘“"

from

n{thcruluufm
within the shortest span of
time is considered as laudabile.

It is however, that ac-
tions should fol-
low the . The most se-
]"H'.II.II I.hltlr:r.hud

Lnd:fn:ltm 'I'!:lr:
yﬂtnhnrfmmthc ‘
h:than“mddmﬂtmgu "kulaks'.
t
The bill for the separation of
judiciary from the executive,
once . should constitute a
landmark ir'}‘uthc hﬂ:t::y of
Bangladesh pursue eco-
mdipbmaqummnd
ot e g

to
mammaﬁé‘:ﬂ
bassies ﬂﬂnmﬂdmnthlt

merit rather than political al-
legiance dictates the selection.

.. r;';fhg“;“doi,".‘; g
major issues

ward - Imklnﬁe litical ilttl-

thc government can nnﬂ hl:tm'
scores. The government of
Sheitkh Hasina needs to move
very cautiously since every day
of her existence in power is
monitored not only by her crit-
ics but also by her admirers.
Only the sychophants would
say. all is well honorable PM!

HE Bhartiva Janata Par-

I ly is not my cup ol lea. It

never was. Its communal
politics has muddied waters ol
tolerance and accommeodation
in the country. At least. in
northern India, the concept ol
pluralism. which has animated

Lhe sociely lor centuries, has gol
diminished because of its

virulent propaganda in the last
two decades. |
Yel. it will be lolly 1o dnive

the party to the wall It may be-
come desperale and may. once
again, land the country in the
chaotic situation that followed
the denwlition ol the Babn
Masjid four years ago. The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the
Bajrang Dal. uglier versions ol
the BJP. may gain ascendancy
and silence even the few liber-
als in the pary.

Atal Behari Vajpayee, the
BJP parliamentary party
leader. told me once that th
might be able to stall the fl
of .chauvinism, if given a
chanceé. He did little en the
tide of Hindu militancy rose at
the time of the Rath Yatra that
BJP chief L K Advani led. Still
Vajpayee did not become part ol
repulsive scene. No doubt. the
BJP leaders are themselves re-

sponsible for taking commu-

nalism to a higher pitch to ex-

1d the electoral base. But the
Fa:’;damentahﬁls among them
have not had the day in last
two. three years.

What has been done in UP.
India’'s one-sixth in population,
to keep the BJP out of power
may push liberal elements, if
not the party, into the back-

round. he Rashtriya
Sangh (RSS), the

s mentor, may bring back
militant Hindus to the centre
and revive the old agenda
on_the destruction of mosques,
ularly in Mathura and
aranasi, which share the
of two Hindu temples.

- again. the programme to

foment communal troubles
.ma be put into action.

t is the reason why I am
‘dfsturbed over the develop-
ments in UP. Secular forces

haye not only to play the game .

. by rules but also u:m to be do-
s0. The common perception
li’:gtlm I;}IE ﬂJPuhaﬂ;bem dmbh;d
ef. the BJP's’ reaction

- Many ol

e that the con-
always be

its followers

stitution will

aul:m-rtad'tulmcptlmputymn

address.

Immigration laws of
the West

Sir, 1 was listening to the
BBC early in the morning of
25th October, 1996. BBC was
%iving news about Bangladesh

rime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's address in UN General As-
sembly and they touched only
one point of her address and
that was Immigration. BBC
called her comments on this
matter as "mixed"” and spent few
frritant minutes on it.

A few hours later, | had a
chance to look at the full text of
the PM's address at the UNGA. |
went through the content of her
speech and farticularl}r on
immigration. am a rson
who has spent some 19 years
out of the country and had the
opportunity to travel in Middle

st and European countries. 1
know by heart what the
Bangladesh PM has spoken
about and why BBC has
her address on the matter as
mixed and | had a feeling from
the BBC commentators tones
that they were visibly irritated.
Bangladeuh PM Sheikh Hasina
has touched a subject matter
very sensitive to the western
world.

tions must bearthc writer's real name, signature and

The Maladyin UP

What has been done in UP, India's one-sixth in population, to keep the BJP out of power may push liberal

of power. Desperate remedies
are in the air, The lundame-
talists are sharpening their
Knives

Understandably. the United
Front or, for that matter, secu-
lar thinking is against the BJP
forming a governmenl! in the
biggest state of the country. But
this cannot be at the expense ol
norms or democratic proce-
(lures. Those who have the

proud record ol upholding the
constitution and resisting every

eflort 1o maul it cannot afford
to flout it either in letter or in
spirit. A governor cannot sup-
fant the elected. He has to give
people's representatives the
chance to sort out their affairs.
True, the BJP could muster
only 183 members in a House of
425. But being the | t party
emerging from the peolls, it was
within its right to ask for an
opportunity to form the gov-

ernment. As the Sarkaria
Commission re on Centre-
State relations and the

Supreme Court judgement in
the case of former chief minis-
ter §S R Bommai from
Karnataka have said that the
decision whether a pa.rt hls
the requisite strength to
fovernment or stay in p-owcr
ies with the House where the
numbers must prove the verac-
_ilt_l\;euf a particular party’'s claim.

r is no arbiter, del-
initely not - Romesh Bhandari.
who has a partisan record as a
governor in Tripura.

Only recently did the United
Front reiterate its resolve
through a motion at the inter-
state council meeting to stop the
misuse of the governor's powers.
Its minimum common pro-
gramme also says so. Political
parties have demanded from
time to time the deletion of
Article 356, which authorises
the or to take over the
state administration on the
'‘failure of the constitution', a
pretext often used to dismiss the

Fow:rrunaltn New Dﬂh.l has not
iked

mlfljr fel:lhgiltl;l:hhrcn:th:
been con
lutqut wuldy have
gone same way as Vajpayee's
went at the centre. "I‘hcjl:gct

that the BJP is on decline in UP .

Even vote-wise, the.party has
been Bﬁegppﬂun after elec-

While I do congratulate and
support the PM in her bold ex-

pression and call to the world

community for redress and

look for a solution for the sorry

plight of immigrants — legal or
otherwise — from Third World
countries like B adesh. and

to find out the root cause of
immigration, | must say that
the cause of the problem does
not lie fully within these unfor-
tunate Third Country Nations
[TCNs). Many of these countries
including ours has an affluent
past. We have been looted and
plundered for couple of cen-
turies by an Eum&n cﬂuntg
where the HQ of is situated.
Today's immigration laws of
European countries who had
colonised so lnﬂ% and usurped
the wealth of the nations of
Asia and Africa are being made
stricter and stricter so that

ple from their erstwhile
colonies cannot enter into their
national boundaries in Europe.
It becomes an unhappy remem-
brance to them when they are
reminded that their ancestors
did not require any passports
and visas to come to coun-
tries centuries ago. The then In-
dian government did not ask
Visa from Vasko-De-Gama

And heavens would not have
lallen If its government had
been installed. It would not
have been worse than the Shiv
Sena-led government in
Maharashtra. where its godfa-
ther. Bal Thackeray, continues
to confuse Indians from other
parts of the country with immi-
giantn The BJP government in

asthan is on another trip. It
::nuld not find a single witness
to stand up in the state in the
court to say that Roop Kanwar,
who was lorced to climb her
husband's pyre, before hundreds
of people was sacrificed to

uate the custom of sati

nceded, the centre had a
point when it took over the ad-
ministration on the plea that it
feared horse-trading. Since no
political party had attained a
majority at the s, the fear
was not u . But this is

elements, if not the party, into the background.

ran try to form a government
jointly or otherwise

Bul his absence from Uttar
Pradesh Is like Hamlet without
the Prince of Denmark. He is an

integral part of UP's politics
and he should be involved in
shaping the picture of tomor-

row. lf that is nol done. the dan-
ger of fresh polls is very much
there. The voters are sick of
elections; another poll will not

be fair to them.

However, one redeeming fea-
ture of the situation is that the
assembly is in the state of
‘animated suspension’. The gov-
ernor can revive it any time.
This should be done sooner
than later and Bhandari should
be asked not to play politics.

In the past, as lormer prime
minister Chandrasekhar has
said, the situation like the ane

inn UP weuld have been sorted - I

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes

as much true now as when it
was decided to keep the state as-
sembly in 'animated suspen-
sion’. How can the central rule

stop members Irum crossi
' ovgr i'le her party as l=¢:||ngmt

ot

- as Lthey can engineer a split in
such a wa that their number is
one-thir the party's
strength. a t':rilenun laid down
in the anti-defection law?
Former prime minister V P
Smg,h S auggestiun that a mem-
anging the party should
fmm the seat is worth
ementing. The United

reai

F“mnt should have done so after

assu power, knowing how
the Narasimha Rao gnvcmngnmnt
survived by Initiat]ng and fi-

nmc:ingmn]s
rnm the as-

semgl defence minister
Mulnyam Singh Yadav has re-
buffed the charge that his am-
bition to become the chief mjn-
ister had thwarted the efforts to
slop any such combination
comi r as was not
h by him. Now he is not in
the picture. Both the BJP and
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)

from New Dellv

out through talks. There was
then an atmosphere of 'give and
take' among political parties.
They Sgcr it below the belt.
Now t are so eager to r:a.p{ure
{:nwr that they use any method

grab it. Hostilities have deep-
ened so much that there is not
even a semblance of effort to
find the common nd. The
arrogance. which shi Ram
and Mayawati, the two BSP
leaders, reflect makes it clear
that either they should be in.
power or they would not allow
anyone to rule.

Developments in Gujarat

bring no credit to political par-
ties or members. Who forms the

gowmmmt is not so important
o know as who is for clean
ublic life. Politicians have

n and again because
mnq

as become the end.

caste or religion tell
unl%{nn of the stng

malady in UP. Gujarat

and elsewhere is that politics

and have so inter-

twined that even the realisation

to keep them arate is not
there. This is telling upon the

when he landed on the Indian
shore.

It is a pity that even in the
United States which is a land of
immigrants, the immigration

laws are being tightened.
Throu the exaction of
apartheid like immigration

laws some 75 per cent of the
world png:ﬂntion are being
forced to content with only

25 per cent of the world wealth,

for the fortunate 25 per cent

of the world population some 75

i::t:nt of the world wealth are

ing cnnurtd Poverty and its

associated vices are being the

thrust upon the larger part of
the world population.

These unfortunate teeming

millions looked for a certain

period in the recent past to-

wards socialism for their
emancipation — but Alas! that

also eluded them, like the way
much-expected cloud vanishes
away over the desert sky. Find-
ing no other solution for their
mere survival, some of them
have resorted ta immigration —
legal or illegal. What great a
crime it is!

This planet called earth has
et enough resources to feed the
uman species which inhabit

it. Unfortunately, it is the law
of the high and mighty which
has made unsurmountable arti-
ficial geographical barriers
which has created a vast popu-
lation of suffering mass world-
OVeEr.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has probably landed
herselfl onto one of the super-

sensitive areas of the might
western world — hence so muc

sy=loin Bul sl there 1s no
movement or agitation to re-

ver= | e process. Yet, il the na-
tioi is to preserve the funda-
mental values of a democratic
society, every citizen in Indig
must display a degree of vigi-

lance and willi to sacri-
fice. People must denounce the
loss of values In . Means
are important. If the BJP forms

:’I&t guvﬂnmtn;niél UP th
,as it is
lmcﬁ:gﬁ it id be as
much condemned as the ltl
nor's dectﬂmm
t Yy to ﬂren‘l’,h
ﬂnnr of the House

COLUMN

Mugsy Moke's Man

HERE are many people in the United States who have

lo make up
'upcoming elections.
can't
breakfast.

their minds 'about hnwﬂtyﬂﬁ'm in
1'hq are the same
decide whether to have Wheaties or

orm

Mugsy Moke is one ol them. He came running to me and said.

"I'm going to vote for Bob Dole.”

"How so?"

"He has just revealed that Clinton is a liberal."

“What's wrong with that?”

“Clinton is not just a liberal — he's a liberal's li i
live with a one-liberal president. but not one who is a tIln

liberal loser.”

“"Well. [ su you have a

i

ppose
"Bob Dole has taken off the gloves, and he is no longer the
Nice Guy from the Senate that we have come to know. He's

manding that Clinton give us the skinny on his
tributions. When | heard Dole reveal

political
at Clinton had tlkcn

money from foreign sources and Dole said, 'Come clean, Mr
President, come clean.’ | said to myself, Dole is no longer mum-

on
Mugsy added,
ning, hgc would be 1

.h:‘ﬂapcwﬁ vinegar. This is the man we want to beat up
nation's P

"If Dole had taken the low road in the
in the polls

now. | may not -

stand the budget. but [ like sleaze when | see it."

"Then you're the type
until the candidates start

of voter who can't make up his mind

mud."”

"Not necessarily, but I don't like to watch a debate if one side
or the other doesn’t kick someone in the teeth. | would have
come out for Dole a lot earlier if he had picked up his wooden

podium and thrown it at Clinton.”
you prefer playing hard ball. but many y people dmt

"l know

like the candidates who wallow around on the low road.
“They're not the voters who listen to Rush Limbaugh."
I didn't see Mugsy for several days.
When | did he said that he was undecided

again.
"Dole isn't as dirty as | hoped he would be. Hclcom;ﬂn.inlnf

about foreign donations being

made to the Democrats, but

don't consider that hitting someone in the groin. If Bob wants

my vote, he's
Clinton and
habits.”

to have to demand a debate between Hillary
ddy Dole to discuss their husbands’ eating

By arrangement with Los Angeles Tinw's Syndicate and UNB.
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of irritation from BBC.

Nurul Basher
Khilgaon. Dhaka.

Diabolic

Sir., The Dhaka-Aricha
highway has virtually turned
out to Ke a death-trap for the
passengers. In the recent past
some horrifying ac¢cidents oc-
curred on this route, claiming
many valuable lives.

It appears that we are not
fully aware of the hazards of
travelling on this route. This is
a vtrj,r busy road and vehicles
%’i'r on this road day and ni ht

is is the main road-link
tween Dhaka and the ncrrthl:m
and western part of the country
and thousands of people com-
mute between these pﬁmea ev-
ert:l ay. Despite the importance

this road proper attention
has not been paid to it in the
past. In fact, sustained efforts
should have gone into the
maintenance and improvement
of this highway.

We generally blame the acci-
dent on the drives’' carelessness
or incompetence. In many cases
it may be true. It is also true
that accidents occur because
of defective vehicles. But this is
not the whole story.

In recent years the volume of
traffic on this road has in-
creased manifold. But very little
has been done to widen this
road to cope with the ever-in-
creasing traffic load. We speak
of road-worthiness of cars, we
must k in mind the traffic-
worthiness of the roads also.

===
e
S
————

[t has now become essential

,.g serious thought to the
problem of ever-increasing
number of accidents on Dhaka-
Aricha route. We must take
immediate steps to stop acci-
dents. This could be done only if
this vital road is widened. I
hope the authority concerned

take a note of it.

Sikandar Rana
Dept. of English
Jahangirnagar University

Why fwo in one
frame?

Sir, Now-a-days. in all sup-
plements of the national
dailies, a photograph of our PM
is used against the message
given by her, as the Prime Min-
ister of the F!:f{)%lt s Republic of
Bangladesh is photograph
has attracted my attention.
Firstly, whether it is the stan-
dard official photo of the PM of
the Republic, because, norm
an official photo must be use
in all formal official occasion
when one's official ition has
been used. Secondly, if that is
the standard official photo of
the PM. then some norms have
not been followed :

Prime Minister's present
preferred attire (specially, in
the attire she preferred to take
oath as PM or in the attire she
prefers to meet the member of

the public and the itaries)
is not in the -

One's parent’s is never
placed in the bac nd of an

official photo of an incumbent.
If the photo of the Father of
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coteiikan i the

vl thwen as a matter of
standard, that should be a
cable for Republic's all

the h'.{[:- el

hotographs
In ol%r:tal hoto. normally

the individual is portrayed and
none remains in the back-
und This norm is fol-
wed not only in the demeo-
cralif culture, but even in
monarchy (where one inherits
the throne from the ex-
monarch).

I have never coime across any
official photo of a head of the
state or nf a head of the gov-
ernment having another
in the background. May be, Mr
Waliur Rahman (columnist of
DS, who often quotes instances
close to prehistoric era to make
his argument forceful) has some
instances of two-in-one official
photo (of a PM of a country)
with him.

Moreover, the Father of the
Nation remains in the heart of
his people, even if. the state
ceases to exist. Whereas, a PM
fades after a certain term. ex-
cept few like Mr Lee Kuan Yue of
Si . So, the Father ol the
Nation should be ed, as
such irrespectively. None
should take advantage of his
im in one’'s official phote,
only use of one's te re-
I.“nnl_:i# with him in any

exclusive public use

u{ rivate connection amounts

nepeo-
ti.mfflmuritlunfcmpuun

So. no-one should try to obscure

other's image in any way.
A R Chowdhwry
[htara. Dhaka



