DHAKA

NTEGRATION of disabled

children in regular schools

has been designated by
various terms having the same
philosophy. meaning and
aclions to be taken such as,
normalization,
deinstitutionalization. main-
ullmunlng and inclusive educa-

on

NORMALIZATION : Normal-
ization, first espoused in
Scandinavia and later popular-
ized in the United States by
W r in 1970s is the

philosophical belief that
With s dlaabliity Sheoid
ve an education and livi

environment as close to
as possible. No matter what the
or level of the individual's
:ﬁuhihty. normalization dic-
tates tl:;é he or she should be
integra as much as possible
into the larger society.
Normalization has, as its
goal the lives of
with disabilities as m like
as possible. Movement toward
normalization has included
dropping most or all of the la-
bels used to describe disability
such as crippled retarded etc.
emp the civil rights of
disabled ople, fostering
treatment ol newborns with se-
vere disabilities, developing
tn:.ihn thatl.: enhances the
independent functioning of
pmp‘f with disabilities tng the
mass media. All of these [acets
of normalization are intended
to enhance the integration of
children and adults with dis-
abilities into the mainstream

dm.
: In tion

is the normalization of where
and with whom people with

d]ubﬂil:é IH‘:E ., go to
school, . Like other as-
pects nfmrmaﬁntiun. integra-

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1996

FOCUS

Che Thitl star 5,

Integrating Disabled Children in Regular School

by Sultana Sarwatara Zaman

tion as a broadly su ed so-
cial issue began in the 1960s.
Integration involves the
movement of le with dis-
abilities from institutions to
living. from

schools to regular public
schools, and Irom special
classes to regular classes.
Special education and general

ucation should, according to
some, into a educa-
tional system in which all stu-
dents are perceived as special.
Proponents of less radical
views of integration suggest
that we should integrate special
children into communities and
into general education as much
as possible but that we should
maintain special education-in-
cluding the full range of place-

ment options from special
schools and classes to tull-time

placement in regular classes
with help from a special re-
source teacher. Two aspects of
integration that have been es-
pecially im t issues since
the late 1 are deinstitu-
tionalization and mainstream-
mgmmrmnnnmrm
N : The first of the twenti-
eth century witnessed a

in the numbers of large resi-
dential facilities. Starting in
the late 1960s, however, the
trend has been to place individ-
uals with disabilities in closer
contact with the community.
More and more ial children
are being raised by their fami-
lies. In addition, smaller facili-
ties, constructed within local
neighbourhoods, are now com-
mon. Halfway houses are being
used as a placement for dis-
turbed individuals who no
longer need the more isolated
environment of a large institu-
tion. For people with mental re-
tardation group homes are be-

ing used to house small num-
bers of individuals whose re-
tardation may range from mild
to severe. One of the reasons
larg;ﬂldcnﬂ?l t;g:;llutt:;::
are popu is t
both the general public and the
special education profession
have become aware of the
grossly inadequate care pro-
vided Ey many of them. As the
negative aspects of institution-
alization became more and
more apparent during the
1960s, advocates for le
with disabilities began dmpa
ing alternative living arrange-
ments in more normalized
community lEttil‘lgl.
Deinstitutionalization as
been one of the hallmarks of
the normalization movement.
It has the hfeunl to improve
the quality of for most -
ple who in ous cnmml
would have been lifelong resi-
dents of institutions.
MAINSTREAMING : Many
professionals hatvir_le viewed
mainstreaming — the integra-
tion of handicapped atu;gcll:nts
into education classes —
as the grimar}r method b
which schools can help speci
children achieve normaliza-
tion. Even though the concept of
mainstreaming has been
around for many s, special
educators have changed their
approach to the topic. Form
about 1950 to 1980, they em-
phasized research on the effec-
tiveness of special classes
(efficacy studies) for students
with mild disabilities. During

the 1980s, however, Lhey have
argued for mainstreaming on

ical grounds and have tried

to devise ways ol making it
more apt to work.

ting the Principle

of : A variety of

recommendations have been

inade about how to better the
chances that mainstreaming
will work. We briefly discuss six
of the most common strategies :

1. To encourage edu-
cation teachers to use teaching
practices with special-needs-
students that have been found
to be effective with non-dis-
abled students.

2. To use special educators as
consultants to help general edu-
cation teachers cope with the
special problems presented by
children with special needs.

3. To establish prereferral
teams to ensure that only those
who truly need special educa-
tion services are identified for
them.

4. To structure classroom
activities to encourage coopera-
tive learning among students of
different ability levels.

3. To structure classroom
activities so that normal stu-
dents act as tutors for their dis-
abled peers (peer-tutor or peer-
partner).

6. To use commerciall
available curriculum materiaﬂ;
designed to change non-dis-
abled students’ attitudes toward
their disabled S.

THE EDUCATION
INITIATIVE (REI) : Beginning in
the mid-1980s, some special ed-
ucators began to suggest that
special education, especially for
students with mild disabilities,
was too separate from general
education. Their arguments
came to be known as the regular
education initiative (REI.
sometimes also known as the
éen:r:ﬂ education initiative, or

El). In essence, the goal of the
REI is to make general educa-
tors more responsible for the
education of students who have
special needs in school. includ-

ing those who are ecopomically

or socially disadvantaged and
those who are bilingual, as well
as those who need special edu-
cation. This goal, proponents of
the REI believe, can be achieved
only if general and special edu-
cation are "restructured” so that
few students, if any, are taught
outside the regular classroom
for any part of the school day.
Massive changes in educational
policy would be required if such
restructuring were to take place.
The REI is a proposal for radi-
cal change in policies governing
the education of disabled stu-
dents.

EDUCATION FOR ALL :
UNESCO Regional Semninar on
Policy Planning and
Organisation of Education for
Children and Young People
with Special Needs was held in
Harbin, China, in 1993 as part
of the implementation of poli-
cies arrived at by the 1990
World Conference o1
"Education for All."

THE CONCEPT OF INCLU-
SIVE EDUCATION When
cnnsidcrin[g educational
provisions for children with
special educational needs. the
Harbin seminar discussions
were set within the perspective
of an Inclusive School — a
school which caters for diver-
sity, a school for all. Inclusive

ools were defined as having
a philosophy of providing edu-
cation for all childrepn, includ-
ing children with special edu-
cational needs. Such schools

and respond to the di-
versity of their populations. ac-
commodate to children's differ-
ent styles and rates of learning,
and ensure equality of educa-
tion through appropriate cur-
riculum. school organisation,
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South Asian Regional Centre for Disability
A Necessity for Improving Services for the Disabled in This Region

|

South Asia — ;
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, and
found that none of the countries
have reached a standard where
they could cater services for all
its disabled citizens. The coun-
tries however differ from each

other in many respects — eco-
nomically, r:ulturl.lalﬁ and the
most of all, in polit-

ical commitment and therefore
it is difficult to compare. Pear]
S Buck who had a disabled child
once stated that "the most pro-
m!munn'yinthlt which
bers." = )

1 §i—wr

development comparable to
some of the industrialised na-
tions of the world, there it is
obvious that professional de-
t in the area of dis-

ability has been the highest.

Development of speciali
multi-disciplinary  profes-
sionals required for interven-
tion amme for the dis-
abled been achieved to a
- considerable extent in India.
Pakistan , although started late
:-.itl services for the di:l;ei
done remarkably in
this field within a short period.
Sri Lanka started very early its
work in this area but the pace
to have slowed down.
sh has not achieved

E:::u.n thth Maldives and
u are however
_ lagging

In December 1994 a three-
day "Regional Seminar on
Disability” was held

in Dhaka. It was organised
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gramme summary 11:40 Close
down

_Lnintly by Bangladesh
rotibondhi Foundation. Dep-
artment of Special Education,
IER, Dhaka University and the
Child Development Centre of
the Bangladesh Institute of
Child Health , Dhaka Shishu
Hospital. The theme of the con-
[erence was "Ensuring Health,
Education and Rights of the
Disabled: from Awareness to
Action.”

anmre disabled
persons t . their par-

ents, policy makers advocacy
groups well known rts
and professionals from home

and abroad. Subjects for the

speakers and discussions
r from all kinds of dis-

abilities such as visual im-

pairment. heaning, impairment,
miental *rl!“lﬂﬂl'ﬁﬂhf cerébial

plasy, epilepsy. gehietic counsel-

irﬁi etiological faciors of dis-

ability, prevention to advocacy.

The three-day seminar ended

with several recommendatfons.

The following were some of
the recommendations for-
warded in review paper as
well as the al Seminar
on Childhood Disability”: —

l. Government and Non-
Government organisations
working in the field of
disability should form a
FORUM the disabled in
this region. any one
coty ould take the

p in this .

2. To enhance sharing of
experiences exchange
programmes in the areas of
techno and training
should undertaken
between countries of South
Aslan region.

3. Trained personnel (Govt.
and Non-Gowvt.) from India
and Pakistan should

extend their helping hands
in training teachers.
therapists and other
professionals and para-
professionals required in

working with the disabled

9. People with disabilities
and their families have a
right to live in society with
dignity and respect.

10. People with disabilities are
valuable in themselves for

from other countries of the contributions to
South Asia. society.

4. Appropriate legislation 11. People with disabilities
should be enacted in those deserve equity and equal

member countries of South
Asia which are lagging

behind to protect, promote
and safeguard the interest
of the disabled persons.

5. Establishment of "South
Asian Pool of Technicians”
or "Technical Committee
on Disability” issues
should be considered by the
member countries to give

:u--Jﬁ#E ‘tl‘_. em hﬂ“ﬂnf on
- rmaenu of disability.
6. Import of materials and

equipment’'s necessary to
work with the disabled
should be made free of
laxes and duties within
the countries in South
Asia.

7. Special Education, formal
or integrated should be
established wherever

rights within society.

12. People with disabilities
and their families must be
involved in all aspects of
service delivery.

13. All professionals and non-
prolessional need traiuinﬁ
in various skills to wor
with people with
disabilities and their

-more effectively.
4, ?wm o .mifgtmm?lﬁm
vocipcluding . &y regibnal

| training ceptye goyld bring
progress in reaching our
mutual goals.

15. We should develop. adopt
and implement a regional
platform on prevention of
disability. on the rights of
persons with disability
and provision of effective
services to all.

possible (urban and rural) A group of dedicated and
immediately in countries committed professionals had
where they do not exist. several follow-up meetings af-
while special education ter the Seminar held in
should be expanded for the December. 1994 for a period of
severely isabled |In one year and finally came up

countries where some be-

nning has been made in
this field.
8  As most ol the Soai. Asian

countries are auBinu,g lor
UUniversal rimary
Education and 'Education

for All' by the year 2000, it
is important to stress that

the disabled are also
included in the

programme.

e R

with a decision and formed a
trust in January 1996 entitled
‘South Asian Regional Centre
for Disability” (SARCD), a net
working of professionals in
South Asia for helping rehabil-
itation of the disabled in the re

. The main Burpont of es-
tablishing SARCD |s to promote
and drvrln,:s activities for the
overall wel htir{nf of children
andd adulis with disability relal

b
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ing to motor, vision. hearing,
communication. cognition, be-
haviour problems, epilepsy and
multiple and complex disabili-
lies in Bangladesh and in other
South Asian countries .

Some of the objectives of
SARCD are as follows:—

* To facilitate exchange of
experts. scholars, trainees and
research workers from within
Bangladesh and South Asia for
developing appropriale ser-
vices and interventious for
children and adults with dis-
abilities,

* To become a strong advo-
cacy group [lor establishing the
rﬁhts of the disabled persons
taki

into account experiences
frnmn%cruﬂﬁ' stan Nations. "’
kg - hﬁ‘lbegﬂr atcessibMy of
persons into public
ies, jobs. cultural and sports
activities based upon present
standards and practical con-
siderations of each type of dis-
ability.

* To provide consultancy
services to Government and
Non-Government
Organisations in the relevant
areas ol Childhood and Adult
Disability.

The establishment of
SARCD is a landmark in the
history of development of ser
vices lor the disabled in this re-

ion bl;. the professionals. We
ope the joint venture of the
professionals — the pediatri-
cians. the psychologists. the
psychiatrists, the neurologisis.
the physiotherapists and the
special educators — will go a
long way in this region to make
the lives of the disabled better
and bright.

--Sil-ft ana Sarwalara

Zaman
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tial links

use ol resources and partner-
ships with their communities
the Harbin seminar culminated
in a Declaration which af-
firmed that various strategies
to serve the basic learning
needs of all children should be
t:xﬁlurcd through the inclusive
school concept and that insti-
tutional capacities to su rt
inclusive education shuuﬂfo be
enhanced.

RATIONALE FOR INCLU-
SIVE EDUCATION : The
starting point for inclusive edu-
cation is that all children with
special educational needs
should have access to and re-
ceive an education. This re-
quires a recognition that, with-
out exception, all children are
capable of being educated and
that all children have a right to

-an appropriate education. This

a}lﬂnsn hy was agreed to at the
orld Declaration on Educa-
tion for All, which included the
following statements :

Every person — child. youth

and adult — shall be able to
benefit from educational oppor-
tunities designed to meet their
basic learning needs.

The learning needs of the
disabled demand special atten-
tion. Steps need to be taken to
provide equal access to educa-
tion to every category of dis-
abled persons as an integral
part of the education system.

Finally, it can be summa-
rized that integration means
people with disabilities living,
working. ﬁl;u'ing and gomg to
school with nondisabled people.
Deinstitutionalizalion and
mainstreaming are two aspects
of integration Lthat have been
important issues since the
1960s. Deinstitutionalization
requires not only moving peo-
ﬁlﬂ out of institutions but also

aving specific plans to inte-
grate them into more normal
community residences.
Mainstreaming is the integra-
tion of students with disabili-
ties into general education
classes. For decades, arguments

for mainstreaming were cen-
tered on research showing that '
%Pecial classes are ineffective;
oday. arguments for main-
streaming tend to focus on ethi-
cal issues. Common strategies
for implementing m-
ing are effective teaching prac-
tices in general education,
teacher consultants, prereferral
teams, cooperative learning,
peer tutors, and curricula de-
signed to change attitudes to-
ward people with disabilities.

Lastly. inclusive education
involves educating children
with special educational needs
in settings where they have the
maximum association, consis-
tent with their needs, with
other children. The whole issue
of integration, normalization,
mainstreaming and inclusive
education involves change of
attitude of policy makers,
teachers and parents towards
the disabled person, with the
purpose of creating better qual-

WORLD THRIFT DAY

ity of [ife for them.

Calling Attention to the Importance
of Thrift and Savings

ngs Baok ol the Province

of Lombardy in Milan —
celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary extending an invitation to
Savings Banks all over ithe
world to take part in an
international” Congress which
was held in Milan from October
26-31. 1924 and attended by 497
1?:* sates [rom“27 countries,

his first International
Congress ol Savings Banks ap-
proved two decisions: (1) an
international Savings Bank
Institule was (o be founded. .nd
(2) World Thrift Day was “to he
celebrated each vear on Octolxer
31. the closing day of the
Congress. The Jounding resolu-

I N 1923 Cariplo — the Savi-

tiom reads as lollows: "As an ex- |

pression ol the importance of
thii the (:mlfrrss wishes...the
closing day ol the Congress ev-
eryvwhere 1o be declared
Savings Banks World Thrilt
Day. This day is not a day ol
rest buit ol work and conduct in-

red by the ideal of thrift with
i view 1o propagating its
principles by example. by word
atdl by pictorial demonstra-
tion.”

Since then the World Thrift .

Day is being observed every
year internalionally b

Savings Banks and in h:divld}-
ual countries by the banking
community as a whole. with a

(P

# Pl .

: ;.‘_tlhrn'
between savings
banks and their customers.

Thrill or saving is not a new
idea. 1 is almost as old as hu-
man nature. An inveluntary
I:::mptiug has had - always

en there in o man. be he of
Stone Age or Space Age. Lo lay
by something oul ol lis re-
~siiirces. medagre or ol herwise,
lor the rainy day.

When the caveman Killed a
deer, obviously he did not de-
vaur the whole animal: in-
stinctively he set aside a por-
tion of  his kill after satiating
his immediate hunger. So lar as
the ungderlyving idea of thrilt on
the economical use or Ineans is
core erned Lthere is a little dif-
lercnee between a cave dweller
atd e medern man.

~ gnctimes the question ol
e o saving gives rise to the

Ly st on ol i‘lﬂ!“}’. According

gramme 5:30 News 5:35

ithya Samiskriti 6:00 Pall Katha
6:30 Chakrir Khabar 6:55 Ajab
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Sambad 8:00 5Sur Sangeel
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by Sheikh Rezaul Karim

to some, saving imcreases when
L HICOR NI ases =g
e doupt. is inseparably bnked
with income. bul it 1s not al

ways true that saving méreases
with the increase ol income.

The main basis ol saving is the
will aaul eagerness to save in the
life: of an individual. Saving
means a good lamily budget.

that means spending according

to earning, that means proper
utilisation: ol ineome by con-
tronnee e expendhiore  In the
sphere of national economy,
SAVIIEN  eans  prosperity
cheeking infation. arresting
price hike., aceumulation ol
capital. mebilisation of re-

S?lll‘[‘li‘ﬁ and creation of em
menlt o rtunities.
P?}éanmadﬂg}? is not a cdevel
oped couiniry: it is a developing
one. Its Gross National Prodhict
(GNP is low. Bangladesh has a
high population growth rate.
high density ol population. a
low, literacy rate. poor health
condition. low income and very
low per raﬁlitn savings. Though
traditionally savings means
postponement of luxury con-
sumption. in the context ol
Bangladesh it might mean sac-
rifice in the real term by reduc-
g essential consumption. A
liarge number ol people in the
country live under subsistence
level. Yet there is an allluent

clags which:  spends IMeNeY oN OS9G iy W 94wy -
A g ti_h r&w"‘riﬁﬂﬂldlm 1y, e, ki

e 8ale wadi 139 R SRS LR T A

1 : -
first pereeived in the United
Kingdom in the days ol the
holocaust. World War 1. and not
in peacetime. So the necessily
of thril and savings was
greatly felt in time of crisis and
not during happiness. Started
im the UK during Workl War 1,
the National Savings Schemes
made a greal headway in the
country during World War Il.
Althouth during the war. as was
guite natural. the |pi11rin!1-r
motive far out-weighed the gain
motive. the people ol Great
Lo nn had come Lo value the
miwitis of the scheme and 1
proved 1o be ol immense vaine
ta the nation in the sphere ol
post-war reconstiruction,
Originating as it did in the
sub-continent during the
Second World War. merely s o
ancillary measure lor tinanc-
ing thwe war, various natinnal
savings schemes. had becn

a by India and Pakistan.

~and by Bangladesh after its in-

dependence. as a permanent
leature of the national economy
because ol the great potentiali-
ties of savings. This National
Savings movement has been
playing a very important role |
in  maobilising internal re-
sources lor linancing the ur-
gently needed development pro-
gramme ol the country. Since
people with simall incomes and
savings constitute the largest
part ol our population. it is
oy by channeling their small

“savings thal we can hope to

IHaXinise mvesiment.

The World Thrift Day is the
(v ol launching a weorldwide
drive: 10 popularise the idea of
thirtlt and savings. The obser-
vance ol the day stimulates
public attention and. activitv
and i connection with maticrs
of import.i.c . seems 1o have iLs

appeal and elfectiveness. The
Day. which coinerns a matler
of vital national interest 1o
both developed and developing
countries. deserves 1o be ob-
served widely and with due
earnestness in our country also
every year.

An old English proverb says
that it is easy to earn money but
difficult to spend it. The inher-
enl meaning of the proverh is
that even if it is easy to earn

&l to
that

We often lorget that we must not
live hevoind our means. We can
lake lessons lrom the economic
history ol our peasantry. Il is
very pathetic. Many peasant
lamilies ol Bangladesh lost
their land and homesteads and
turned into landless agricul-
tural labourers simply because
thev mortgaged heir land and
took loans [rom mahajans in
ordler 1o meet the expenditure of
either marriage ceremony of |
thew daunghters or sonw ni.l‘ll."l'F
festvity, So. it is simply wise to
sSave, _
e nier wherweas eduor of
Vi Flre Figlwer — the only fire
proecvention Journal . in
I'ukistan, published by the then
Ens! Pakistan Fire Services.
ciel  editor of the monthly
Sanchaya,the journal (now de-
Junctl of the Depariment of
National Savings. is a PR pro-
Jessional.
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