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Science is the Answer

President Shahabuddin Ahmed opened on Tues-
day the 19th Bangladesh Science Conference. As
expected, he had all the best words befitting the oc-
casion. Scientists could contribute to the augmen-
tation of our agricultural output whose growth has
been lately showing signs of stagnation. They
could also develop technologies to fight environ-
mental pollution. Science and technology should
be developed integrally with the other sectors of
our collective push towards a higher and better so-
cio-economic niche. And, of course, he did not miss
on the appropriate technology theme.

The organisation and management of the cult-
vation of sciences have not taken any useful shape
in Bangladesh. The brilliant among the annual
university crop do hardly come to anything en-
riching either science or society. The lucky ones
may land teaching jobs. Where there are scopes for
labs and study abroad these are abused by scholars
bent on enriching themselves materially. The gov-
ernment simply doesn't know how to use them for
the society's intellectual, cultural and materiel ad-

vancement.

There are some establishments given exclu-
sively to doing application-oriented research. Al-
though job security and bureaucratic predilections
of those manning them dull their keenness very
certainly. they do not all doze over their micro-
scopes. Their inventions and innovations and
maybe even some rare breakthrough achievements
would all go to heighten the heap of useless papers
at set-ups like BCSIR, Jute Institute etc. Why is the
government very complacently keeping all of such
organisations in a state of limbo — neither lifting
them seriously to levels responding to en-

trepreneurial demands nor closing them down?

Past governments have not proven keen on
technological development for the improvement of
social conditions and strengthening of our eco-
nomic sinews. A stupendous testament to this is
the shut-down of the machine tools factory at Joy-
debpur.

The conference opened at a time this nation is
moving away from the sciences in a big and broad
manner. Look at the sad plight of science education
as reflected in the SSC and HSC results. And look
at frauds boasting of miracle healing in the na-
tional press. Cannot the scientists themselves take
a persistent stand for giving the sciences a fairer
chance in this society? There is no reason why sci-
ence should not prove a messiah to our hapless

people.
After the Surge

The system of alerting people well in advance
and the awareness of people themselves about the
destructive power of cyclonic storms have defi-
nitely improved in recent times. Monday's tidal
surge caused by the storm was quite powerful — al-
though not as powerful as the one of ‘91 — but com-
pared to its not inconsiderable ferocity the re-
ported casualty figure should be considered low.

Damage to and destruction of property, crops etc
cannot be wished away in the face of such natural
calamities and this time too there was no excep-
tion to it. But the death of only 14 people coupled
with fishermen of 15 trawlers missing confirms
the notion that in the area of warning and pre-
paredness against cyclones a noticeable improve-
ment has taken place.

This, however, is no cause for celebration. Our
effort rather should be geared to reducing the losses
even further. While this remains an agenda with
us, prompt attention should be paid now to the cy-
clone-affected people, particularly those who have
lost their homes and crops. A most common prac-
tice noticed after each cyclonic visitation is to dis-
tribute lungi and saree to the victims. Some people
surely have use for these but what the homeless
ones need badly are materials and financial sup-
port for rebuilding their hearths and homes. Agri-
cultural rehabilitation programmes ought to fol-
low that.

The cyclone this time has wrought destruction
over a wide area. So to mitigate the sufferings of
the people, a medium-term relief and rehabilita-
tion programme will have to be undertaken.

Since natural calamities are a recurring phe-
nomenon in our part of the world, we certainly
need to keep all sorts of provision to tide over their
telling effects. A quick recovery largely depends on
the system of delivery and also keeping it free from
corruption. We hope the administration will prove
equal to the task.

New Challenge

Sumon Chattopadhyay, the one-man music
show singing of pain and frustration is very vo-
cally in town. And on Monday he sounded very
close to the heart of many in Bangladesh. It may
not be quite feasible to launch a resistance in
Bangladesh against the all-devouring menace.
Nevertheless the menace is very real. And the Ban-
galees of Bangladesh are particularly vulnerable to
what Sumon has called 'Hindi imperialism.'

The sense of nationhood based on native lan-
guage and history and culture is a prized posses-
sion gained through the historic Liberation War,
The rightist forces here have been persistent in
their attempt to dilute Bangla language and culture
as well as to perpetuate the influence on these of
the erstwhile colonial sway. Now here is Hindi
anti-culture come. to reign not only the electro-
magnetic waves of the micro range but also the
minds of millions. Our people will be lucky to sur-

vive the pincer attack — from within as well as out- -
side.

There can be no question of blocking the Hindi
[ channels. sh will now need to have multi-
channel electronic-media programmes of class
and culture to beat the bad shadow of the junk most
of the Hindi channels telecast most of the time.
And cultural activity must now be infused with

new vigour. : i

Minister's
in our nat
generall
speech, {
ered
dailies. perhaps the interna-

tinnal community did not find
av thing of relative interest in

HE Prime Minister went

to New York to attend the

51st Session of the UN
General Assembly. She deli-
vered her address at the ple-
nary. Such addresses by heads
of delegation generally dwell
upon a country's perception of
current itical and economic
situation, both at home and
abroad. and are designed to
highlight certain domestic and
international issues of
significance.

During the visit, Prime
Minister met a number of world
leaders. as il is customary. and
a large number of our nationals.
She addressed a group ol
American investors which. no
doubt, reflects her genuine de-
sire Lo attract foreign invest-
ment into the country. Her pro-
posals in respect of global envi-
ronmental measures have
evoked due interest. Her an-
nouncement that’ Bangladesh
would contest for a seat in the
UN Security Council at the ad-
vent of the next century will
earn praise for the country.

we succeed in the con-
test. It may be recalled that
President Zia had earned that
laurel for Bangladesh for the
first and only time within a few
rs of our membership of the
nited Nations.
of the Prime

The lead story
h that appeared

nal press related
to worlid peace. Her
was told. was not cov-
in American national

it= rontent. Anvway. il is good
to express concern at the plight

of the sullering people in
Bosnia. Middle East Africa and
in other trouble spots. She is

Significance of Last Two Visits of Our Leaders
Prime Minister Went to New York,

L B

Oppositi

on Leader to Saudi Arabia

A mere reference to an issue, is of vital national interest to us and causing us enormous
national loss, is not i as it in the world uﬁnﬂﬁuhﬁmmmw_
likewise quite at home to speak r% tion available was that the pre- tions were still being carried on
about peace at home. 80 member entourage of sent Bangladesh government at official, Foreign etarys’,

Unfortunately, peace at home is
fast. as the law and or-
der situation is deteriorati
Mﬂ?ﬂu:rh mpeupl s oy
to s :
She also spoke of the posi-
tive contribution made by
Bangladesh peace-keepin
forces in the internationa

nfm* Itis r during the rule
Khaleda more -
tingenis o mmm m'l
were senl lar and wide and in
ater number than ever be-
ore. Thei’: earned for
Bangladesh high international
commendation. despite their
inadequate supplies and sub-
standard equi t. on ac-
count of their sheer skill and

valour.

The Prime Minister chose to
spend a good deal of time for
reminiscing the past misrule of
2] years and on what should
have been done than what needs
to be done in future. She was
mnﬂaun of the fact that

acy started flourishi
long before her assumption o
power four months ago. On the
contrary. it is well known that
democracy was stifled by the es-
tablishment of an autocratic
one-party BAKSAL system
during the first Awami League

the Prime Minister appears un-

recedented in the h of
ga.ngladuh — the type of ex-
travaga
country

nza an impoverished
can ill-afford, to say

the least. May be it is a natural
sequel to the insatiable desire
period of 2]
years. recall that the
size of @ 42 member Dangladesh
de

felit over a long

gation under Lhe loriier

.
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does not want to internation-
alise the issue. the subject is
currently under negotiation
with India and that raising this
issue at the UN would jeopar-
dise possibility of reaching a
settlement. This outwardly ap-
pears quite logical. But a closer

SCTru will reveal its fallacy.
Am reference to an unre

solveel s~ whiw h is of vital

Prime nistoer 0 1k
Copw nihagen Suimnmit two years
avo came under criticism no
other journal than New York
Times itself The r must

have abandoned its rts this
time.

The sharing of the waters ol
the Ganges was not touched by
the Prime Minister. In her
printed prepared text. there was
no mention of it. As a second

though. a reference was in-
serted. Al the time of delivery.
that too was discarded

Indecision galore! The explana-

patiosial anteresy e i< el
CAUSINE Us ENOrnous Hational
loss. is not interpreted as rais-
ing it in the world unless
it is so inscribed on the agenda

The lormer Prime Minister did
bring to the attention ol world
leaders in the UN in 1995 the
serious plight of the people of
Bangladesh due to continued
unilateral withdrawal of waters
Al Farakka. lest they forget ex

istence of such a problem. She

hhowever, deliberately did not
put it on the agenda and to in

voke a debale since negotia-

level,

Prime Minister's decision
might have been viewed as an
exercise of extreme caution
which others see it to be a
manifestation of sheer lack of
courage for voicing the truth
and raising it above whisper
level. We have already gone to
West Be I's Chief Minister
with fo hands for water. If
we have to fall on our knees for
getting the same. some would
argue — why not. in order to get
soime water? Others will con-
tend — we must get our legiti-
mate dues through amicable ne-
gotiations. but not at the cost of
our national dignity and not by
compromising the principle of
sovereign equality. Our people
have to make a cheoice for them-

aelves

The visit of the leader of op-
positiont to Saudi Arabia also
came under serious attack from
some quarters. attributing it to
be a political visit. It was basi-
cally an Umra visit to the two
holy mosques in Makka al
Mokarrama and Madina al
Munawara. If it is claimed that
she had made any political
speeches in these two cities it
wouild be a travesty of truth. She
fid not. There was, however

tumultuous welcome accorded
to her on her arrival in Jeddah
and a large number of our na-
tionals went to meet her in
Riyadh and other places.

If on these occasions, a for-
mer Prime Minister spoke to
her nationals about the prevail-
ing political and economic sit-
uation of the

to strive for
from Bangladesh and urged
them for increased investment
to their own country. if it was
e she must have commit-

grievous ;
As for th:rmlg hospitality of the
Saudi government. | can claim

some personal . | had
the unique honour of the
first Bangladeshi to taste Saudi

hospitality when on 8 January
1976 | went there as the first
Head of Mission of

and brought the adesh
flag for the first time to the heoly
Kaaba. my tenure. the
first adeshi labour went

to Saudi Arabia. the first eco-
nomic aid { was

tiated and the first visit a

Head of Bangladesh
Government. Ziaur hman.
was arranged. um Zia has

been to Saudi Arabia a number
of times since then at Royal in-
vitation. This visit also took
place in se to a

invitation by His Majesty the
Saudi Monarch himself, who_ |
am confident has derived due
satisfaction to host the hon-

oured guest.

Come Out of the Cocoon ot Stagnant Thoughts

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

EGUM Khaleda Zia. as

of now, appears to have

at least partially real-
ized what should be her or her
party's role in the wake of a
vibrant. palpable popular
conjecture 1o have a rﬂ'muﬁcd
national economy. She has
promised not to go for any
agitational programme that, in
her own words. would jeopar-
dize the economic development
and progress of the country. In
her expression, faint traces of
her mental preparedness to
support the efforts of the pre-
sent government are dis-
cernible. Indeed. this is a good
omen that fits in well with a na-
tional leader of her stature,

She would not. however, let
her words pass without the
usual slandering of the party in

wer now. While casually de-
ending her view point on na-
fional economic development.
she did not lorget to allude to
the role of the opposition dur-
ing her time in power. She re-
counted that the erstwhile op-
position had frequently taken
lo the streets. called hartals,
blockades and non-cooperation
damaging the national econ-
omy severely. Though she did
not tell us. it could be guessed
that her current expression has
been an instinctive outcome of
her beaten conscience that she
dic not proffer a fair deal to her
political adversaries during her
Lime.

Still then, one would
with her that a poor, dm;gr&e
country like Bangladesh can i
afford to have frequent nega-
tive programmes like hartals,
blockades and a state of non-
cooperation that would make
irreparable inroads in the
limping economy. It is equally
true that the party in power
should not also indulge itself in
the luxury of self-infatuation
that its governance is qualita-
tively far better than any gov-
ernment of the past. It is also
fraught with the danger of being
routed nnceremoniously if it
does nol realize that the mem-

Hmybemlhdthdthtm&niuthrnmmdﬁanhmhintheJatiyaSmdeﬁﬂhmrﬁmthad

offered all out support to the BNP government in the matters of implementing their pre-election
commitments to the people.

hers of the opposition can be
equally patriotic.

It may be recalled that the
members in Lthe opposition
benches in the Jatiya sad
(fifth parliament) had offered
all oul support to the BNP gov-
ernmcnt  in the matters of im-
plementing their pre-election
commitments to the people.
Begum Zia had promised un-
equivocally to bring a bill for a
neutral caretaker government
which would conduct all future
elections. There was also a clear
understanding that the infa-
mous Indemnity Act would be
repealed through a bill. Besides,
wml Powers Act of 1974

be scrapped. On the mat-
ter of corruption charges
against some of the ministers of
her government. Begum Zia and

her party MPs agreed to the
formation of a Parliamentary

committee. The committee was
constituted as an -wash and
it died automatically after one
or two inconclusive meetings.

On the first issue of a non-
party care-taker government
and their express commitment,
the BNP leadership continued
dilly-dallving. At one stage.

m Zia made a critical ob-
servation that the idea of a non-
party care-taker government
was the brain-child of mentally
dcranﬁﬁ:l gcoplc or that of a
small kid. She continued mock-
ing and jeering at the protago-
nists till such time she found
herselfl ed to a dead end.
Scarcely did she realize till
then that her pu ul cold-
shouldering the opposition was

rﬁparing the ground for her
all.

It was however, a belated re-
alisation that roused her to act
subsequent to the hoax of
February 15, 1996 election for
the short-lived 6th Sangsad.

Before that, her credibility had
receded to the lowest point. The
country had witnessed severe
draught in congenial political
thinking and contin with its
economy being the perpetual
casualty.

During this brief period the
idea or the concept of a neutral
care-taker government, hith-
erto described by BNP leader-
ship as a product originating in
an insane brain or child's play-
thing. came into being a reality.
And the eventual election on
12th June, 1996 for the 7th
Sangsad proved all the more its
effectiveness. For BNP, how-
ever, it was counter productive
because it could not come back
to power. 'With the initial re-
sults, BNP expressed its bitter
dissatislaction besides chal-

k:ngil:’? the validity of the re-
sulls of at least | 16 seats which.
in their words, Awami League
had stolen from them.
Unlortunately, they could not
substantiate their claim with
any acceptable documentary ev-
idence demanded by the reelec-
tion tribunals. Soon they were
stuck into sullen silence seeing
their queer attempts at creating
a confusion having been
pitiably aborted. '

In Lthe subsequent by-elec-
tions to 15 seats both BNP an«
Jatiya Party had lost to Awami
League a number of seats which

won on June 12. 1996. Both
could not realize that personal
image and stature of the top-
most leaders of the respective
parties could not be matched by
their lesser nominees. And so
lhey lost. In recent times the
seat hitherto won by former
Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao in his own
home constituency in Andhra

Pradesh and later vacated by
him retaining his Orissa seat.

could not be bagged Congress
in the by-election. This is the
grim reality no malter one ac-
cepts it or not. Rao and his
(‘;ﬁrtu accepted the results in
¥ grace while In our case
BNP leaders turned it down on
grounds of 'rigging’ 'vote da-
coily etc,

eremptorily, BNF made, as
usual, a virulent row over Lhe
issue making direct accusation
of partisanship against the
Chief Election Commissioner
Abu Hena. They even went to
the extent of attempling a seize
of the Election Commission
and simultaneously demanding
Mr. Hena's resignation or re-
meval within a pre-set date.

Now, reverting teé 'Begum
Zia's commitment to give'a 'fair
deal’ te the present government
as long as it works sincerely
towards overall economic de-
velopment of the country and
people's welfare, one is in-
trigued to find that the other
part of BNP leadership is en-
gaged, tooth and nail, to cook up
concocted stories ol oppression,
repression. harassment and
even killing of BNP leaders and
workers all over the country.
They were initially talking
loudly about the ‘so-called cor-
ruption’ cases against Begum
Zia hersell, her son, brother,
other ox-mimmisters aned MP's.
Sadek Hossain Khoka, en
selected as the new convenor
the city unit of BNP, was en-
thused to declare in the first

ublic meeting after his instal-

ation replacing Mir Shawkat
that the whole country
would be stuck to total immo-

Ali.

bility if any charge of corrup-
tion was hruuﬁhl against

Zia. Perhaps he wanted to dis-
play his &adershgﬂ faculties
and potentials besides a palpa-

ble but overt attempt to pamper

the chiel.

And away in the kingdom ol
Saudi Arabia to perform Holy
[Umrah and also to offer Fateha
at the holy shrine of prophet
Muhammad (SM) in Madina,
Begum Zia seems to have a third
iLen on her agenda.
Hangladeshi citizens working
in KSA made a simple courtesy
call on her and in the course
may have presented some of
their grievances. Begum Zia
seized the opportunity to do a
little bit of politics reminding
them vis-a-vis Saudi
Government and the people how
the opposition (oblique refer-
ence to the present government)
had opposed sending of
Bangladeshi treops to Saudi
Arabia durning inagl annexatign
of Kuwait in early nineties. She
did not tell them that the
sition stance at that time was

only to forestall involvement of

our country in a clash between
two Muslim nations. That was
exactly the spirit and there was
no politics in it. It was also
grossly inaccurate when Lm
Zia discovered KSA's
‘displeasure’ over the matter
which, in her words, damaged
the established good relation-
ship with the desert Kingdom.

Ilowever. it may be considered
as an overt expression of grati-
tiide to King Fahd for his

arra visit of Zia

her family members to Saudi
Arabia. It could be an instant
ackn t with an eye on
the future.

Al home, her party leaders,
chiefly the Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan k
F;:l his half-hearted drum-

ating, now on two specific
counts. While decl that
there was no scope for to
vontest any election under the
presenlt government

(apparently defending its deci-
sion not Lo contest in Habiganj-
2 by election) he demanded is-
suance of 1.D. card and removal
of the Chief Election
Comunissioner, Mr Abu Hena.
On the other hand. the deputy
leader of the opposition in the
Jatiya Sangsad Professor
Badruddoza Chowdhury made
some vituperative remarks in a
public meeting in Chittagong
against the present govern-
ment. He had selected three
gueer words (o accuse Lhe gov-
ernment. The words were
"Mimaligue”. "Dhokabaj” and
"Mamlabaj’. He did not. how-
ever. elucidate. The first u;ft
presu s a promise made
not fulfilled or done otherwise.
Amongst others. the m-
ment made a promise of Lrans-
Farcl:l? which it has already
ulfilled. The second being syn-
onymous with the first does mot
reguire :fursher elucidation.
Ak the thind relates to the
‘normal couvse of law., If Dr
L‘I;uwdhury rl?:dc an obligue
reference to t u;x:onﬂ:ﬁ -
cific cases of corruption E:P
leaders while in power, it would
be premature to make any
comment. And if no truth sur-
faces after the initial investiga
tions by the Bureau of Anti-cor
ruption and subsequent
ceedings in the court of law,
then only his diagnosis would
held an acceptable ground. The
government is bringing up a bill
to separate the Judiciary from
the Administration. Hence. ev-
ery one shall be better advised
to refrain from such
preemptive and obtrusive utter-
ance. lronically. Dr Chowdhury
is totally oblivious of the in-
numerable charges of corrup-
tion brought by BNP govern-
ment against almost all the
ministers of JP besides H M

Ershad and Ershad. How
would BNP its wild vindic-
tiveness while m Ershad

and all the Jatiya Party minis-

ters are now free. So. let us al-
low truth to its role, let
houesty have its day again.

Sir, I am writing this letter
to express a major concern of
mine. | have li in Dhaka for
over f[ilteen years and the rate
in which the pollution has in-
creased in the last two or three
years in the Banani, Gulshan
and Baridhara areas is fright-

vtli_rl!ﬁ

ere are many ways in
which an individual can help.
One is to: say "no" to plastic
bags. s one really need that
exira bag? It takes about 100
?renrs for one bag to decompose,
nstead one should go shopping
with a jute bag. Another way to
start helping is to make sure
our household garbage is being
dum in a cemented garbage
dump. One should try to en-
courage all the families in
his/her area to keep the area
outside of their house clear of

We need to make our envi-
ronment healthy for not only
ourselves but for our future
generations. If e does it
today. it will make a difference.
Mrs Ahmed
American Int'l School
Baridhara, Dhaka

Lack of information

Sir, | was taken aback to see
the ADB's Dhaka office "com-
ment on the appointment of
new VC of the Open University"

ornamen the front page of
The Daily on October 7,
1996. It sents ADB's

wealth of information and ig-
norance to our country's ad-

ministrative matters. t me
exhibit its r wealth of in-
formation. First, Mr M Aminul

Islam is not a teacher of the
Soil Science Department, DU.
He is a professor of the Depart-

ment of Geography.

The present VC, Mr Shainser
Ali is not being replaced, his
tenure or contract period has
come to its expiry. Frol
Shamser Ali have had a good
academic career in the Physics

t. DU, but he is not a
renowned one in this field. His
television programmes show
that he is a man of wide knowl-
edged. He is a pioneer in setti
ul!:v the University, whigﬁ
should be well acknowledged.
Well, that's not all about him.

In the political arena of
Dhaka University his political
stance is not clear. During his
tenure there he once suddenl
vied for the post of the VC whic
made many voters and public
surprised and confused. He
never got any administrative

st in the Dhaka University.

ere are gossips about his do-
Tgs in his present position.

B being the major donor of
the Open University, it is ADB's
duty to clear these gossips
rather than lobbying for him. It
is quite mysterious why ADB is
nol interested in the new person
and what is the reliability and
validity of ADB's judgment. Is
it not too early! B must re-
member Prof Shamser Ali is
not the only one around.
Bangladesh may be poor in fi-
nancial resources but not in in-
tellectual resources and many
of them are working in its own
organisations, and in the World
Bank and many other top insti-
%E:unm of the world.

ousuf Shafi
70/2 Road,
DU Campus, Dhaka-1000

Attracting foreign
investment

Sir, The former BNP gov-
ernment tried its best, and now
the Awami League government
is leaving no stone unturned
altracting foreign investment

in Bangladesh. But we find that
the foreigners feel shy to make
large-scale capital investment
in our country due to the vari-

ous reasons including labour
unrest, bureaucratic red-

tapism, wide-scale corruption

in government offices and lack
of efficiency.
The Awami ue govern-

ment which has already com-
pleted 100 days. and propagat-
ing and claiming many
achievements to its credit in
economic. political and admin-
istrative lields. has in [act
lailed to write any ‘story of suc-
cess’ on any subjecl.

We all, irrespective of gov-
ernniment or opposition support-
ers and the neutrals, strongly
believe that we have few alter-
natives to foreign investment
in our country, to do away with
our ever mounting poverty and
sufferings of the people.

In this connection, we would
like to mention here that many
industries in our country are
closed for a long time. Further,
many of those are on the verge
of collapse due to lack of new
equipment, materials and want
u? capital. Can't we revitalise
and reactivate those dilapi-
dated, worn-out and outdated
industries with foreign invest-
ment under joint venture sys-
tem’’

We strongly believe that if
our government undertakes a
scheme and takes an initiative

in the matter we would be able

to attract huge foreign invest-
ment easily and qui .
Would our Ministry of Indus-

tries, Trade and Commerce,
Ministry of Finance, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, our diplo-
matic missions abroad ki
consider the matter and do the
neediul?

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street, Wari, Dhaka

Whither justice

Sir. The former prime min-
ister ol India has n sum-
moined by the additional ses-
sion judge of Delhi on 30
September '96. in connection

with alleged bribery scandal of

one lac
Pathak. Several

US dollar
Lakhobhai

ministers resigned in view of

CBI reports involving

tion during the prime minis-
tership ol Narasimha Rao.
These news continue to occupy
important position in the local
dailies while BTV has just
sliowed the arrest of the former
telephone minister.

It reminds me that our -
sent Commerce and Industries
Minister challenged in the floor
of JS session indicating that he
would resign from JS member-
ship in case he could not prove
the corruption of the former
Agricultural Minister of BNP
regime regarding fertiliser dis-
tribution. Unfortunately, no
corruption case has been filed
by our anti-corruption depart-
ment though BNP is no longer
in power. Besides, | am
ashamed to point out that a par-
liamentary enquiry committee
on fertiliser scandal was
lormed at that time but the
Speaker could not frame the
terms of reference on this issue
and nothing was done. The pre-
sent PM is busy in formulating
policies for an effectivé admin-
istration by the Ipeoplc as often
uttered in the all possible fora.

The trial of Dhaka Jail
killers has started but a good
number of killers need to be
tried too. The Deputy Speaker of
the then East Pakistan assem-
bly was killed in 1958 within
assembly premises as described
vividly by Abul Mansur Ahmed
in his book "50 Years of Poli-
tics” but he has not mentioned
the name of anybody in the
book.

Again, | would mention here
that a dozen honest officers of
Chittagong Steel Mills were
suspended in August '75 in the
name of transparency by the

overnment as preached by all

rnments in - Re-

cently a high official of BSC got

his job back after a decade as

the mhad maintained that min-

istry no power to sack cor-
porate officials.

Under the above facts it
would be just to practice jus-
tice. The fertiliser scandal of
BNP, killers of Shahed Ali, In-
dustries Ministry's illegal order
of suspension., Shipping Min-
istry's scandalous o etc., all
should be looked into in the
name of justice!

Ahmedul Alam
14 Eskaton Garden. Dhaka-

| (N}

Sir, The government's stand
on the transit facility and im-
porting of electricity issues are
really puzzling. People from all
walks of life are protesting
against giving transit facility
to India and Impmtt&g electric-
ity from it, a ng that it
may be h 1 to our country.

¢ government must not
ever think of justifying the de-
mand of India for transit facil-
ity as it is most unreasonable
and also a threat to our

mreg'lt,
As r{rmpuwcrlm.wt

should try to i  our ca-

y in that . not make
he country t on an-
other country. should try to

stand and walk with one's own

feet. If it had been weakened

temporarily and we know that

perseverance will bring the ex-
result

pected

The guvtrn- ment is saying

h
¢h in their words were

started by the BNP? It is in-
comprehensible.
Nur Jahan -
1390 East Nasirabad.
Chittagong
ons!
Sir. I am delighted to

see the news of forming the
"Bankers Club” by the manag-
ing directors of various na-
tionalised and private com-
mercial banks in our country.
As a banker | expect this clu
will play a vital role in the con-
text of and development
of the career of all the levels of
bankers. The banki IIFMH_
sion is now facing multifarious
problems and in such a time
this club may consider to initi-
ate the ‘development
ackages' for bankers. My
artiest thanks to the presi-
dent of the club Mr Lutfur Rah-
man Sarker, Direc-
tor, Prime Bank Ltd. tu-
lations to all the members of

iy e T S i
ity. u
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and high quality results in near

future.

T Alam Khan
House No 5. Road Ne | |, Block:
B. Mirpur -10
Dhaka- 1221



