The World on Time

Indo-Pak tit-for-tat game may

go from bad to worse anytime
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Kunal Ganguly writes from New Delhi

Relations between Soull
Asia's wo most known es-
tranged newhbours, India and
Pakistain. have hit a new low
with each accusing the oinci ol
spying and stealing military se-
crets.

The latest episode even in-
volves the wife of an Indian
diplomat. who New Delhi offi-
cials say was kniled by Pak-
istani police in Islamabad
when she protested as her hus-
band Ashok Kumar Wahi was
being bodily taken out of his
residence.

The Indian media has high-
lighted the knifing angle, which
is sure to fuel anti-Pakistan

assion in a nation of 950 mil-
ion people. Wahi was expelled
by Islamabad in an apparent re-
taliation of New Delhi's deci-
sion to ask Pakistani diplomat
Hafiz Mushtaque Khosa to leave
India on charges ol spying.
Such tit-for-tat expulsions are a
common occurrence between
India and Pakistan, which have
fought three were since the sub-
continent gained independence
from Britain in 1947,

But what worries some
diplomatic observers is that
any such incident can spark ol
a diplomatic row between the
lwo neighbours and linally re-

sult in further deterioration of
relalions.

The incidents also come at a
tinie when Pakistani Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto is fac-
uig huge political problems at
home one what excites 1iost
Pakistanis Is to see India being
trampled politically. Off-course
aflter cricket!

"No. it is neither a drawing
room debate nor a simple calcu-
lation that such diplomatic
provocations can snowball into
anvthing, a border skirmish,
anything.” said a Western
diplomat based in New Delhi.

A 6-year-old Muslim insur-
gency in India’'s Jammu-Kash-
iir state has seriously strained
relations between the neigh-
bours. with India claiming Pak-
istan is behind the uprising.
And to show to the world that
everything is normal in Kash-
mir and the country’'s only Mus-
lim-majority state's all ills are
due to Pakistan is high on the
Indian agenda always. There
are other least reported areas
which can become flashpoints.

For more than a decade
Pakistan and India have been
fighting a limited war ower the

Siachin Glacier. which rises to
a peak of 22.000 feet (6,600 me-

President opens science confce

Adopt appropriate
technology for
development

By JU Correspondent

President  Shahabuddin
Ahmed vesierday underscored
Lthe need tor adopting ‘suitable
technology’ considering the sit-
uation in the country and
avallability ol resources to en-
sure sustainable development
for improving the lot of the
people.

Inaugurating the 19th
Bangladesh Science Conference
at the Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity ([JU) auditorium, the
President also called for inte-
grating the elforts lor develop-
ment of science and technology
with the over all development
activities on priority basis.

Hosted by the Jahangirnagar
University. the three-day con-
ference has been organised by
the Bangladesh Association for
the Advancement of Science
(BAAS]. About 2000 scientists
ol different disciplines from
home and abroad are partici-
pating in the conference. The
theme of the conference is
"Science, Technology and
Sustainable Development”

The inaugural session was
also addressed by chairman of
the conference ﬂrganiﬁin%
committee and JU VC Pro
Amirul Islam Chowdhury.
BAAS president and member
Atomic Energy Commission Dr
MA Wazed Miah and secretary
of the organising committee Dr
Prof. Mesbahuddin Ahmnad.

President Shahabuddin said
that the main cause for back-
wardness of the developin
countries was their backward-
ness in science and technology.

The President said the allo-
cation for development of sci-
ence and technology in Bangla-
desh has increased recently. He
hoped that such allocations
would continue to increase
along with framing of proper
policies.

Pointing to the commitment
of the present government for
sustainable development in
agriculture. industry and other
sectors, he said agriculture is a
prospective field where produc-
tion could be increase by use of
science and technology.

President Shahabuddin said

Land transport
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Pacific, he said.

Regarding transport facilita-
tion and border-crossing. and
inland waterways, Bangladesh
prefers bilateral discussion
with neighbouring countries,
ni'mwar Hossain told the meet-
ng.

gan‘: said that Bangladesh
agrees with the proposed inter-
national conventions for
transport-facilitation mea-
sures and welcomes invest-
ments in the surface transport
sector to overcome resource
constraint.

The Asian Development
Bank is providing technical as-
sistance to help formulate gov-
ernment policy on the BOT
(build. operate and transfer)
concept. the minister said.

The minister returnied home
yesterday after the two-day
meeting.

overall agricultural production
i1 the country had increased
(huring the last three decades but
production was slow in the last
three/four years.

He said the present govern-
ment has undertaken steps for
algrituliural development in-
cluding subsidy on agricultural
inputs and allocation of more
fund for agricultural research
[or development of agriculture
These would encourage modern
research and ensure sustain-
able development in the sector,
he added.

The president also called
upon the scientists to evolve
appropriate technology 1o
check pollution of the envi-
ronment.

He later distributed awards
lo the scientists whose papers
were adjudged best in the 18th
Bangladesh Science Conlfer-
ence.

He visited the science exhibi-
lion organised on the occasion.

- Dr Wazed Miah sugpested
lormation of a semi-au-
lonomous organisation named
"national foundation for sci-
ence and technology for promo-
tion and commercialisation of
all tEChIIﬂ]ﬂ%iES developed by
scientists in Bangladesh. '

Some changes
in admn
By Staff Correspondent

A former chairman (Sec-
retaiy] of the Land Reform
Board Mohammad Faizullah.
has 2en made Officer on Spe-
cial Cuty (OSD) (Secretary) in
the M nistry of Establishment,
says a PID handout.

Meanwhile, S K M Maznunul
Hugq, director, Women's Affairs
Direclorate, has been appointed
joint secretary of the Ministry
of Disaster Management and
Relief Mushib Uddin Chowd-
hury, member, Bangladesh Tea
Board has been made joint sec-
retary. Ministry of Land and
Mohammad Maniruzzaman,
joint secretary, Ministry of
Disaster Management an?Rc
lief has been transferred to the
Ministry of Home Affairs in the
same capacity.

Additional Ins ors (en-
eral of Police Shahidul Islam
Chowdhury and Abdul Khaleg
have been made OSDs in the
Ministry of Establishment.

Businessman
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some US Dollar and share cer-
tilicates were kept, police said
quoting the FIR.

Kabir in his FIR lodged with
Ramna thana said that the
muggers were armed with fire
arms, hammer and iron rods
g:;_}d were aged between 20 and

The snatchers escaped
through a narrow lane which is
connected with the Tongi Di-
version Road, police added.

None was arrested in this
connection 1ill last night.
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ters) and is sandwiched between
the Karakoram and Himalayan
mountain r .

The two countries di
over the location of the border
that divides the Glacier between
Iindia and Pakistan. There
armies are in posts on
the ice peaks barely 500
leet (150 meters) apart.

Pakistan ordered India in
December. 1994 Lo close its con-
sulate in Karachi, calling it a
centre for sabotage subwversion
and terrorism Karachi. the
port city. Pakistan's largest
with 9 million people. has been
witnessing clashes among

litical, ethnic and religious ri-
vals.

India then said, the allega-
tions that New Delhi was inter-
fering in Pakistan's internal al-
fairs. were completely un-
ijounded. The same month Pak-
istan expelled an Indian em-
bassy employee. Deepak
Thakur. on charges of spying.
India expelled a Pakistan
diplomat on similar charges
some days later.

The diplomatic musical
chair of tit-for tat expulsions
has always remained active. but
what worries diplomats is that
the music may turn martial.

DU, DMP joint
plan to check

terrorism
By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
thorities and 1he Dhaka
Metropolitan Police have

jointly chalked out a plan to
check terrorisim on campus.

The plan was taken up at a
joint meeting at the office of
vice-Chancellor Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury yesterday after-
noon.

Details of the programmes.
however, could not be known. A
DU Ercss d;'eleaae Emtﬂ that the

ieeting discussed thorough
gu: nat%m: and reasons of I:EIH
pus violence and chalked out
strategies for curbing terrorism.

The plan taken up at the
meeting would be implemented
soon. the press release addexd

Property
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ing advertising firm which
rented the house of Major
Dalim on Sunday 1 vacate the
house within three davs

Adcom., however was al-
lowed by the court to keep pos-
session until a hearing on
November 4.

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate court issued the in-
terim order Monday on a peti-
tion made by the firm, police
and Adcom officials said.

In the petition, Adcom sub-
mitted that they be allowed to
continue their stay in the house
as tenant., saying they were
ready to pay the rent to court or
any other receiver appointed by
the court.

The court fixed November 4
for hearing of the petition and
also asked the Officer-in-
Charge of Dhanmondi police
slation to submit a report on
the maiter.

JS: Debates
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Parliamentary Affairs Advisor
to the Prime Minister while
talking to The Daily Star.

He also said the Treasu
Bench might introduce a bill
seeking repeal of the constitu-
tional provision that indemni-
fied those involved in the
killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his fam-
ily members.

Introduction of the bill re-
lating to local government bod-
ies would, however, depend on
the completion of a report by
the Local Government Co-
mmission (LGC), Chairman of
the LGC Rahmat Ali told this
correspondent. “The Co-
mmission is working hard to
complete the report by mid-
November," he added.

A bill on constitution of
Money Loan Court, one seeking
production of power in the pri-
vale sector and one for amend-
ment to the Insolvency Act have
been readied for being tabled by
the ministers concerned during
the coming session, Treasury
bench sources said.

Meanwhile, the JS Business
Advisory Committee headed by
Speaker Humayun Rashid
Cﬂnwdhurjr which decides the
issues for discussion in a ses-

sion would meet tomorrow, JS

Secretarial sources said.

The parliamentary wing of
the BNP is scheduled to meet
tomorrow at 8 pm while the
date for AL parliamentary
party meeting would be decided
after the return of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina from
the United States. She is sched-
uled to returm tomorrow.,

The House would also see an

amendment to the JS Rules of |

Procedure seeking constitution
of parliamentary standing
bodies on various ministries
with the non-minister legisla-

heading those, sources in

+ ['R?JE secretariat said.
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' Aus production up,

Aman prospect
bright, says FAO

the outlook for Aman crop re-
mains favourable despite the
impact of torrential rains in
July. Following a large rice
deficit in 1995, plantings of rice
this ?re:ar have increased, it

“The forecast for imports
into Bangladesh have also been
reduced and e tations of a
good harvest have led to a
rescheduling of its imports in

the coming year,” the report
aclded.
Minister for Iture and

Food Begum Motia Chowdhury
told this correspondent that the
country was moving towards at-
taining self-sufficiency in food,
She was, however, critical
about 'unfounded claims’ of be

coming self reliant in food pro-
duction. made by past govern-
ments.

According to offieial sour-
ces. the country produces some
170-lakh tons ol rice a year. 10
to 15 lakh tons short of the

uirement.

Bangladesh imported 13
lakh tons of rice last year while
this year's import would stand
at nine lakh tons. an estimate

said. The FAO report forecast
Fire at garments
factory in city

A fire gutted fabrics and
lastic materials of a garments
actory at Sheorapara ol Mirpur

in the city in the small hours
vesierday, reports UNB

Fire Service Headquartiers

said the fire broke out at Alpha
Knitting and Wear Garments at
B88. Sheorapara in Mirpur at
about 12:01 am.

On information, firefighters

from Mirpur and Mohammad-
ur rushed to the spot and
ught the blaze under control

at 2:20 am.

Cause and extent of damage,

according to Fire Service. were

yet to be investigated.

By Reaz Ahmad

Prociniction of Aus crop this  import of eight lakh tons next
year siowdd at about I8 lakh year
tons, seven per cent up from Meanwhile, the government
that of the previous year, and has launched an ambitious
Lthe prospect of Aman is plan 1o increase - f ains
also ‘favourable’, acc toa production to 250 lakh tons by
FAO report. the tum of the 3

The report — Rice Situation Sources in the ture
Update — October 1996 — said and Food Ministry said that a

technical task force,

ing ture scientists, re-
searchers and officials con-
cerned. recently submitted a
short-term action plan

the long-term goal view.
plan is now under considera-
tion of the government. they

added.

Earlier., addr a semi-
nar in the on World Food
Day recently. Chowdhury

had stressed the need for a spe-
cific and clear-cut policy and
plan of action for inecting food
deficiency by increasing pro-
duction.

FAO representative in
Dhaka Heroki Kanoma had
said a1 the seminar that

Bangladesh needed to boost its
foodd production to 300 lakh
tons by 2010 to meet its increas-
ing demand and termed it a 'big
challenge.

In this connection, sources
concerned referred to an Asian
conference on rice held in Sin-
g;port recently and ted out
that IRRI geneticists are now

developing new rice varieties
which are likely to raise yields
by up to 50 per cent and that

first strains of new variety
would be available to Asian
farmers on an experimental
basis by the year :

When her attention was
cdrawn to this, the food minister
said that h would not
lag behind in the pace of
trying new varieties, geneticists
are now striving for.

Samad Azad
returns

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad returned home for
New York yesterday after at-
len the UN General Assem-
biv session, s UNB.

He went to New York with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
to attend the UNGA session.

14 killed in cyc
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According
handout last

to an official
night ollicials
froin 14 districts ed that
four children were killed, four
flood- protection embankments
were partally damaged, shrimp
beds and crops m some arcas
dani and a sinall nuinber ol
catltle were Kkilled during the
storm.

The government has already
ordered rehabilitation pro-
gramme, repair of damaged
llood control embankments
and help for burial of the dead.
It took timely measures to face
the cyclone and evacuated peo-
ple from the low-lying areas of
the coastal districts, the hand-
out said.

About 50 feet of the outer
perimetre of the Barisal Jail
colla during the storm. Ac-
cording to the DC of Barisal,
Hatem Ali Khan, it, however,
did not provide inmates any
chance to escape as the inner
walls remained intact during
the storm.

In the city Nur Mohammad,
40. and Shahida, 35. were killed
and Alo, 30, was injured when a
wall collapsed on their
makeshift house at Kalu's slum
at Dilu Road at 3:30 am yester-
day when heavy rains and high
winds also lashed the metropo-
lis. ice said.

r Barisal correspondent
Aroop Talukder said that bod-
ies of five fishermen from
Dublarchar on the fringe of the
Sundarbans coast were seen
floating in the Bay.

Reports from the area said
that 15 fishing trawlers were
missing from the fleets of
Dublarchar, a seasonal fishing
village that attracts thousands
of fishermen from nearby dis-
tricts during the full moon in
October.

They stay in makeshift
camps until winter, drying
their catch in the island.

Authorities earlier reported
that communication was cut off
around 8:30 ggm on Monda
when high winds and the rougf
sea began ramming the fishing
island.

Earlier, 3000 fishermen
were evacuated to safety. But a
number of others could not
make it.

In Patuakhali. two persons
— Zakir and Amir — were killed
when their boat sunk in the
Meghna at Galachipa during the
storm. Two unidentified ple
were killed when a tree [ell on
them on the Barisal-Bhandaria
roiad near the Bhandaria food
pgodown.

Forty chars went under wa-
ter in Galachipa thana of
Barisal and nearly 10,000 peo-
ple were marooned in flood wa-
ters in Memania union of the
district.

Hundreds of families took
shelter on embankments and
high places at Satla, Jalla, Otra,
Harta, Solak and villages
of Uzirpur thana of :

Over 1000 houses were razed
to the g:;und and nearly 30
shrim s were washed away
at of Patuakhali.

Our Core t Monaem
Khan rom Cox's Bazar:
Heavy rains continuing for the
third day yesterday paralysed
lile in this coastal town which

L was battered by high winds and

lone

12-30 am yesterday.
From 6 am to 9pm yesterday
70 mm rainfall was recorded by

the Meteorological

%a.rlmcut‘
The inclement weather inter-

rupted repatriation of 471 Ro-
hingya relugees yesterday.

Al least 60,000 people were
marooned when sea surges
broke through coastal em-
bankments in Maheskhali.
Kutubdia and Teknaf thana ar-
eas. Emmbankments breached in
Dhalghata eof Moheshkali
where people were using boats
to move as the roads went under

water. Embankments also
breached at Bari Amoroni
Dhala, Jaliakhali, Sapmara

Del. Shikder Para, Araitala and
Panirchara villages. In Kutub-
dia. half a km stretch of the
embankment breached at Purbo
Ali Akber Del and Dhabaler
Char villages. At Shahpari Is-
land of Teknaf, several thou-

sand people were marooned
when their houses were floodet
as the embankment breached i

several points. People who took
shelter at safe places were mov-
ing back to their houses. A
number of shrimp beds and
crops in about 200 acres of land
" Our Satkhira

Our Sa correspondent
reported that three unions of
Ashashuni thana were flooded
when river Maricha swelled by
heavy rains dam its em-
bankment at Ashashuni, Sriula
and Pratapnagar. It affected 25
villages where at least 2500
houses were damaged besides
crops in 1000 acres of land and
shrimp beds.

Our Jhenidah correspondent
reported that aman crop, ba-
nana plantations. cotton and
mustard fields and seed beds in
thousands ol acres of lands
were fully or Sart.ia]ly damaged
by heavy and incessant rains
and high winds during the
storm.

Our Staff Correspondent
adds from Chittagong: About
40.000 people were rendered
homeless with the onslaught of
ticlal surge in Sandwip island
where over 6000 dwelling
houses went under water last
night, to local ad-

nistration Red Crescent
sources here,

The homeless people belong-
ing to seven unions of Sandwip
were staying at the cyclone
shelters there, officials said.
The onrush of tidal water from
the Bag into the island began
from 12 pm last night with the
breach of the embankment at
several points, they said.

Our Khulna correspondent
Amanullah reports: A good
number of shrimp enclosyres in
Bagerhat and Satkhira districts
were completely washed away
in Monday's incessant rains
under the influence of the deep

At least 60 villages of
Khulna, Bagerhat and Satkhira
districts have been inundated
by the storm surge that also

dama winter in over
three t sand acres of land.
According to official sources

i the three districts, hundreds
of people in the low-lying arcas
a1l coastal belts were rendered
homeless as their houses wenit

under water.
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Power sector was victim of
criminal neglect : Kibria

Finance Minister Shah A M

S Kibria vesterday charged the
past governmeni with ‘excessive
politicisation of administra-
tion and criminal neglect of the
sector that are severely
reducing the economic

pmﬁiu. reports UNB
: greatest harm they had

done was not taking any step
for the sector ... When ev-
erything is ready for a take-off.
we find that there is no power.~
he said of the prevailing crisis
of electricity in the country.

‘It was a criminal neglect ”
the minister said in a clear tone
of total disappointment. while
addressing a meeting of the
Foreign Investors Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (FICCT)
at a local hotel.

Also accusing the past gov
ernment of excessive politici
sation of the administration.
Kibria said the countrys ad-

ministration has been derailed
iraditional course of

from iMs
oinectivity and neutrality.”

This kind of politicisation.
he observed. stimulated corrup-
tion in the administration and
one has to reckon with such
problems in the country. The
government machinery has be-
come s0 stiff. it does not move
Faﬁgﬁ he said.

"But we are trying our best to
address the issues to back the
administration onto its own
course so that they (the admin
istrators) could be working on.
the minister told the meeting
aftended by the foreign in-
vesiors in the country

He also assured the en-
irrpreneurs that the govern-
menl was taking necessary
steps 10 build up power genera-
tion capacity on high priority
basis curb system loss and fa-
cilitate private investment in

the power sector.

Placing a | I—{Jolnt in
the meeting. FICCI President
Mahbub Jamil said that the
government should implement
it to remove the hindrances fac-
ing the trade and i and
to attract si t amount of
f private capital.

t the corporate income
tax. he said the rates are too
high to attract arnd encourage
investment. both local and for-
eign. or to promote real corpo-
rate growth as a reduced tax rate
is the next incentive for in-
vestment

He suggested that the
rate income tax is lowered to 25
per cent for companies which
are publicly traded and 30 per
cent for others. including banks
and insurance companies.

He informed that the corpo-
rate income Lax lor the compa-
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Shahabuddin
murder case:
Another held

By Staff Correspondent

Another accused in the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC])
Ward Commissioner Sha
habuddin murder case was ar-
rested from Agargaon area In
the city yesterday evening.

Mohammadpur thana police
siid, they were now interr :
ing Abdul Mannan alias
Marna, 25, who is wanted in
connection with six cases In-
cluding the ward commissioner
murder case.

Earlier, another accused in
the cuii=. lgbal Hossain, was ar-

restecd from Motijheel last
Thursday.

A S M Shahabuddin, a c
Awami League leader an

comimssioner of Ward No 41

was gunned down some as-
sailants near his West Agar-
gaon residence on May 31.

His wife field a murder case
iiinst 10 persons.

By DMC Correspondent

Two persons were killed in
separate incidents in the city
yesterday.

An unidentified boy. aged
about 12. was killed when a
speeding minibus ran over him
at the New Circular Road at
around 10:00 am, sources at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) said.

The body was sent to the
hospital morgue for autopsy.

Meanwhile. an electrician,
Panna, 35. sustained fatal in-
juries when he fell from the
third floor of a building at In-
dira Road at around 3:00 pm.

Panna. who was engaged in
maintenance work of an air-

cooler at the time. was imme-
diately taken to the DMCH
where doctors declared him
dead. hospflal sources said.

HC i1ssues rule on
Neelima Ibrahim,
Kazi Shahed

By SC Correspondent

The High Court Division yes-
terday issued a suo moto rule
on Dr Neelima Ibrahim and
Kazi Shahed Ahmed, Editor and
Publisher of the Ajker Kagoj to
show cause as to why a con-
tempt of court proceeding
should not be drawn against
them.

The division bench of the HC
comprising Justice M M Hoque
and Justice M A Matin also di-
rected the contemnors to appear
before the court at 10:30 am on
November 12,

The court issued the con-
ternpt rule on the basis of an ar-
ticle under the headline, "Sonar
Bangla® published in the
September 27 issue of the news-

paper.
Miss world contest:

16 women held for

smearing cowdung

BANGALORE, India, Oct 29:
Sixteen women were arrested
today after smearing cowdun
and tar on the outside walls
the Bangalore office of the Miss
World beauty contest's oflicials
Indian sponsers. police said.
re Reuter.

The pageant, which will be
held in this southern I[ndian
city next month, has attracted a
storm of protests from women's
groups, traditional militant or-
ganisations and Hindu nation-
alist politicians.

Some women have even
threatened to commit suicide by
self-immolation to stop the
show coming to India.

BUET classes
from Nov 17

All classes of different levels
and terms of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technol will begin on
November 17. A BUET press re-
lease asked the students to col-
lect course card from their hall
offices and complete course
registration in re tive de-
paruments from November 10

|

Issues with neigh bou.rs' -
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campus in Boston in the state of

Massachuselis. the function
was presided over |
president Dr Ashral. It was ad-
dressed. among others, by Min-
ister of State for Forei Al-
fairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
Fresident of the Tufts Univer
sity John Nettajio and re-
sentatives from Bangladesh
community Dr Rosy Kamal and
Dr Baman Das Bose.

The prime minister said,
Bangladesh wants to resolve all
of its outstanding problems
with its neighbours th bi-
lateral negotiations. "We will
hold talks with Myanmar for
early repatriation of Arakan
refugees and will also discuss
Lhe matter of sharing of our as-
sets with Pakistan.” she added.

Referring to the targetted
goals of her government, the
prime minister said. we want
massive industrialisation
through participation of for-
eign and private sector invesi-
ments. improved standard of
f:ducau;tn. fi 1I:‘Ehu: coun
rom t curse illitcrﬂ

| whilhin the next ten

vears
ing the campus vielence-free
and esiablishing rule of law in
e comumry.

Indemnity Ordn
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titioners are nol aggrieved per-
sons as on the same allegation
conjained in a well-organised
FIR.

He also submitted that as the

titioners were boys of only
R:ur years on the day of occur-
rence, their FIR is incompilete
and the FIR lodged the then
duty officer of Dhanmondi
Police Station is a complete
one.
Yesterday, the pcﬂﬁm
appearing in person co
t1|1:,l:ir iuhmisﬂpgﬂn within the
non- of a case by the OC,
D PS upon FIR.

Additional Attorney General
Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan,
Assistant Attorney General
Bazlur Rahman Chhana and
Aminuddin were also present
with the Attorney General.

Navy patrols
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Quoting Navy sources Ban-
dar police said a Navy patrol
team challenged a fishing boat
on suspicion that it was
in smuggling in the Karnafuli
channel near the Bay at about
12:30 am.

The team chased the fishing
boat, MV Nasrin. with eight
fishermen aboard a long way up
to Kalurghat as it not

ay heed to the law enforcers.

he Navy patrols reportedly
opened fire to encounter firing
[rom the fishing boat.

Of the eight fishermen. two
died on the spot, another re-
ceived bullets while the remain-
ing five jumped and swam
as dur: amidst the firing, police
said.

In a complaint filed with
Bandar police. a survivor. Mafu
Alam, said they were returning
from the Bay due to inclement
weather and speeding away
mistaking the Navy team for a
ﬁang of ?irates. He also denied

avy's allegation of firing from
their side.

Police this morning visited
the spot and recovered the bod-
ies and the wounded man from
the boat.

They also seized the boat and
sent the bodies to CMCH
morgue.

Rohingyas
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cess to all returnees, he said.
Yet. he said, “"there is no
guarantee that no fresh exodus
will happen in future.” "That's
why there are actions taken by
us to prevent such exodus in fu-
ture.”
Fouinat said the UNHCR will
keep its Cox's Bazar office in
ration for some time even
the repatriation is over.
"Because we will have to ensure
that no new influx occurs.” he
said.
According to UNHCR. its in-
volvement has led to the reduc-
tion in the incidents ol physical

abuse of the Rohingva people.
extortion of nﬁ:

i m&]?n L hem

committee

~ cassettes
Police

Aman to be a Ju

he had explained at lengt
the Indian minister the suffer-
ing caused to the

H(;mple due to the insufficient

received Razzak at t
beyond the normal protoco

practice followed in .

for a -four-day

of the Awami
Working
who is alse a minister in the

and
December 16.

ﬁddm-ﬁnq a confer-
ence in New u': on Sunda
last
Hasina had
marked
should be abserved as 'soldiers
killing day.' She had also said
that government would take a

She responded to a number
ol questions from the audience
on I's and
rhi]drtm ﬂMﬂ?ﬂﬂ‘
rights issues, according to UNB.

Replvingd to o guestion abowut
woman and child rallicking,
sl suggested | as well as
international efforts to stop
such heinous crime.

Hasina later distributed
awards a nine citizens of
New England for their contribu-

tion to the War of Independence
in Bangladesh.

Speaker returns

home

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury returned home ves-
lerday after performing Umrah

in the Kingdom ol Saudi Arabia
(KSA). reporis UNB.
with his

Chowdhury.
wife Mahjabin C and
other members of Nlu?nﬂ
left for KSA on October 17.

d press release.

127 allegal video
y reCo

video ilﬂﬂﬂﬂtl‘!lﬂ-
[ -
mud feature film
from the stadium market in the
city and arrested four

yesterday, reports UNB.
on a tip-off, a peolice
team by assistant commis-
sioner of CID Fazalul Karim
Cizan, National and Kunan — at
the stadium market after raid-
ing the area.
The arrested are Zalor Ali
Khan, Zakir Hossain. Sohel
and Babul. said a DMP press re-

lease.
4 shot
Fronn Page 1
he did not give them the where-

abouts of one lman. The gang
shot Iman fromm behind as he
tried to the attack.

His mother lodged a case
with Demra station but,
no arrest was made till late last

night. police said.
In a separate incident at

lah., 30, indiscriminately and

cut off his wrist.

Son of Khabiruddin of Ra
Bazar. Aman was sent to the Or-
tho Hospital. The rela-

tives of the injured claimed
Dal worker.

W ater talks

Fron Page 1
h to

w of the Ganges waters dur-
the lean season.
Earlier, Mishra ally

airport,

Razzak left Dhaka Monday
official visit to

a five-member

India.
Heis leadi

Bangladesh high-powered dele-
gation

AL: Nov 7
From Page 1
Another influential member
League Central

Committee (ALCWC)

Mannan.

overnment of Sheikh Hasina
ad earlier told this correspon-

dent that the issue did not come
up for discussion in the last
meeting of the ALCWC held on
October 21 before AL President
and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina left for New York to ad-
dress UNGA session. At that
meeti
ever elaborate discussion on

, the ALCWC had how-

rogrammes to celebrate

ber 3 as Jail Killing Day
the Victory Day on

Prime Minister Sheik
reportedly re-

that ovember 7



