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Women's Due Share

The colloquium on ‘women and poverty'. organ-
ised by the study circle called Women for Women
threw up some gemlike ideas on Monday for uplift-
ing the conditions of the disadvantaged half of our
population, a sobriquet reserved for the women-
folk to the menfolk's total derogation. All of these
come in a splendid combination of intellectual in-
puts for pragmatic policy formulation. Their in-
trinsic merit lies in the fact that they are crys-
tallised versions ringing out loud and clear now
but originating in the many seasonings these have
been through, both on the formal and informal

circuits.

From all the suggestions voiced in the form of a
resolution adopted at the moot, we pick out two for
our comments because they are key to women's de-
velopment. We are entirely suppeortive of the de-
mand that women be allocated 50 per cent of the
budgetary resources after having incorporated
their programmes in the macro-economic frame of
the government. The logic is simply unassailable.
Firstly, in broad sense, women being 50 per cent of
the population must be entitled to an equal per-
centage of natural resources. Second, given the
asymmetrical pattern of allocation of our re-
sources, the poor have the smallest share and
women being the most poor among the poor de-
serve a radically upraised allocation. Thirdly and
most cogently, in terms of return on investment
the women have recorded the best performance of
all. Therefore, on both the counts of social justice
and dividend on investment the woman emerges as
the most deserving candidate.

Then it is an indelible blot on the national
polity that our political parties have out matched
each other in providing only lip-service to the
women's rights issues including the discrimina-
tory family and inheritance laws. Even the women
members of parliament have shirked from doing
the needful as lawmakers playing second fiddle to
their male counterparts’ lip-service. All this must

change.
Alternative Energy

Energy Minister Lt Gen (retd) Noor Uddin Khan's
observation that the government attaches 'high
priority’ to tapping all sources of energy has by
now become too familiar a theme. That the
prospects for alternative energy in Bangladesh are
enormous is also no revelation. Enough work —
study and research — has been done with quite a
few alternative energy sources, such as bio-mass,
but to our knowledge not a small amount of
electricity .could be produced from stich sources so
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Deliberations at a seminar on "Wind Energy
Study” in the city once again confirmed that the
promise of power generation from coastal wind is

very bright. The problem therefore does not seem
to lie in the potential but in translating the pre-
cepts of exploiting it into practice. The energy
minister is keen on attracting foreign private in-
vestment into it. Here we would like to point out
that no private investors will put money in a sector
that has no proven viability or profitability as yet.
If the government is serious about garnering pri-
vate investment, it must first of all set up a wind-
driven power plant to prove that the investment is
worth making.

| The same goes for other sources of energy: solar
| power, tidal and bio-mass. That we are getting into
‘the trap of thermal power -— an uncertain source
and highly costly one at that — is becoming in-
creasingly clear. To avoid our overwhelming de-
pendence on this type of energy source, we can plan
for five or 10 years to set up power plants of alter-
native energy sources. The initial investment for
some of them may be quite high but ultimately the
power generation will be cheap. So the government
must take a lead in the generation of power from
alternative energy sources and only then private
investors will feel encouraged to invest money in

the sector.
" Death Trap

The picture of a truck rolled over on its side with
four of its wheels failing to make it to the ground
was published on the back page of this newspaper
yesterday. If a photograph is more eloquent than
words this must be one. Indeed, the problem of hid-
| den death traps on the city roads, specially when it
rains, has been brought forcefully to the fore by
| this one picture.

Open manholes are just a type of the death trap
in our capital, the other are the potholes and
deeper fissures caused by indiscriminate road ex-
cavation work. Manhole covers are stolen by un-
| scrupulous and criminal elements of society. So we
{can find that the problem is man-made: criminal
negligence and reckless engineering on the one
hand and outright thievery on the other. In a city
where water-logging has become a perennial prob-
lem, such offences should be strictly dealt with.

Now to prevent the stealing of manhole cover,
constant vigilance will be required. But this is
rather difficult. So the concrete slabs instead of
iron covers on the manholes might be a right an-
swer to the problem. Still routine maintenance -of
roads will be necessary. After all, roads and man-
hole covers can get damaged and immediate repair
work can avert not only tragedies but also do away
with unnecessary expenditure. We would like to see
that a special team is assigned the duty of identify-
ing the damaged spots on the road and repairing
them immediately.
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just for sheer survival.

fanything. (he year 1996
will be remembered in
Pakistan for he
maximum rise in prices ol
essentials during any one single
riod in the nation's history.
ever before have the people of
this country been subjected to
such economic in their
daily lives as In the past three
years. A galloping inflation
seems (o on the verge of
wild, in essence we are
only five miles from economic
midnight. That the
overnment's economic
andlers have been a disaster is
no more a moot gotm, what is
ol concern is that they will
obably escape accountability
or criminal mismanagement
of the . If we can hold a
who does not know driv-
ing to be culpable of murder for
causing an accident leading to
death, why cannot we Chll'f*
sheet those in charge of the
economy for bringing it to vir-
tual demise? Punitive action
must also be made mandatory
for these technocrats who have
been active collaborators in
helping those in ultimate
in the ment loot the na-
tion till at will
Justice may be delayed. it
can never be denied when the
judiciary is served by the likes
of the Honourable Chief Justice
of the Supreme Courl. Justice
Sajjad All Shah and his es-
teemed colleagues. Without hur-
ng the due process of law
they are slowly but surely tight-
ening the noose around those
who so far have not only seem
to be excused from the ambit of
the laws of the land but have
proceeded with impurity to take
the laws in their own hands.
breaking every statute of T
nance in their wake, While en-
riching themselves at the ex-
nse of the State they have
ared this nation. forcing a
once vibrant lation into a
virtual state of shock. and hold-
ing out a sea of begging bowls
The

national party

magnificent

"Teen Sukhi Roti?"

It is upto us to rise to the challenge and not fail the population and the country that has bestowed prosperity on us,

in whatever varying degrees. Our good fortune cannot be assumed to be a selfish privilege, it inculcates a
(PPP) that had been founded ol as businessmen or are salaried. ltdygmrnuulllthh ating in Pakisian. As such
platonic social ideals to miti- are very badly hit in the timee is Rs. 5 per day. which §s while the Mian Nawaz Sharif
gale the miseries of the common worsening economic climate ust about what is required by thought was well intentioned
mnbyprom"ﬂnmﬂmu but even then their t is Wm or her to purchase Teen the implementation thereof
aur Makan” ., clothes and still bearable, what much  Sukhi Roti” at the rate of Rs. was mostly ineffective mainly
housing) for everyone now only worse is the of the poor 1.60 to Rs. 2 roti. Whether because the mandated increase
g:l lip-service to of this country who are umnh&“m could not be enforced without

. @ 180 degree turn in to even have Teen sukhi hundreds of workers or a class- the parliamentary sanction
its . What to talk about roti” what to talk about "muthi 2 government with a that would have made it inte a
"Roti, Kapra aur Makan" this bhar dall” (a handful of lentils) part-time ; obliga law of the land.
party's government is now  per day. We can at least tighten tion towards those whom we While an one-time increase
sed Lo even take away “Teen our belt. do the poor, without ecmploy remains the same on a  indexed to the inflation would
khi Roti” (three pieces any circumference left. have pro-rata basis. This Rs. 5 be weicome. we cannot rely on
of bread) from the common this "luxury™? Without a major day translates into Rs. I;; mnmmt alone. Some things
man. History will be a change in lifestyle we can still menth. this is the very mini- to be voluntary, it being

record of the fact that the
and influence thereof of one
inan dramatically ch the
fundamental ideology and
leaning of a once great party,
converting it into an instru-
ment of selfish purpose, meant
to fulfil the avaricious of
one man, destroying in the pro-
cess the party's base con-
stituency. not only among its
poor, but by the same person's
vengelul actions. iis popular
ethnic base in Sindh, 1Jnda1v the
vitire governmenl is engaged in
a vast filibuster, to ay and
obstruct the course of justice on
many fronts? How long will
thiey delay the inevitable?

in the meantime what about
the poor oppressed masses of
Pakistan who were foolish
enough to believe all the false
promise made? While the gov-
ernment is certainly to blame
almost entirely and will meet
its nemesis on one count or the
other come November, we can-
not keep on criticising the gov-
ermunent without accepting our
own re sibilities as citizens
of this Islamic State. Those of
us who are educated and/or
have means that have allowed
us to have empl s have a
moral and social obligation to-
wards these employees. There is
no doubt that the taxpayers,
whether they be pell-employed

get on with our lives as a
salaried class. For business-
men, taxes and duties levied are

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karach

direct ded onto the
consumers. the main brunt
again being borne by the r i
nol as human beings and Mus-
lims. at least as having a
conscience, it is our obligation
to mitigate in some manner the
suffering of those who are not
Illil fmu;llﬁ; as Inl be the em-
paﬁl this world.
ile there are many

who look after their em
without :nlv prompting. it is
time that all of us in our own
way take a concrete step in this
direction. Whether employers
are in the office or in the home,
it is the responsibility of the
employer to give him (or her)
some succour. Not only that, we
multmsaut pressure on others
around us le. neighbours. col-
lragues, acquaintances, etc to
tlo so. The minimum money Lhe

usually a "&au through” item.
y off-loa

crecel
I Noveinbér 1990 when the
Piakistan Rupee against the US
dollir was much stronger (less
that rupees 22 to the US dellar,
alimmost half of what is it now)
and the sconomic ronditions
much better than it is presently
the then Mian Nawaz Sharif
government gave a mandatory
increase of Ra 200 per month to
all poor employees in the gov-
ernment,. making It mandatory
also lor the private sector 1n
lortunately even the public sec
tor dragged its heels In giving
that small benefit to the low
paid employees, in the case ol
the private sector there was a
hue and cry with the result that
in the end the supposedly com
ulsory increase was given by
oss than 5% of the entities eli
gible ostly by the multi na-
tonal companies (MNCs) oper

the of those who are
more fortunate than others to

assume that rtspmg
prompted to

without being

so. The concept for
such a must not be gen-
erosity a social and moral

pbligation that the conscience
a( CFpts as a prime responsibil-
ity Nay-sayers may interject
that the requested voluntary
imcrease is wild suggestion
without having analysed the
FCONDMIC ramifications
thereof. This may be true for
those en eneurs who find
no obligation towards their
employees, for others it may
only be a matter of employing
one's entrepreneurial and man-
agerial sk 80 as to increase
revenues somehow over expen-
ditures in order to offset the
additional outlays Having got
the privileges of health. wealth
stature in life etc because of the
benevolence of god are we so
small we cannot ac a modl-
icum of discomfort and pass
some our good fortune into
other less fortunate? Let every
person alffluent er lo have
an employee give that employee
an extra Rs. 150 per month Let
every corporate entity do the
same. relying on their own en-
trepreneurial and managerial
skills to make up the shortfall.
Each of us who has been

privileged in some way must
sirive to (1) increase employ-
me il oppertunities (2} increase
s the mﬂhl:“ ik
crease meonetary
load on the poor. There is so
much to do as doctors,
engineers, etc in the field of
such volumarv werk that can
lessen the biirden on the poor.
not only in one own profession
but as teachers and instructors
in educational and vocational
schools. Our expatriates abroad
Cian save penny to send
home so that the country's for-
eign exchange position im-
proves. Cannot our tes
also search to find
employment so that more peo-
ple can go abroad. the aim
that these poor
not have to pay huge "service
charges” normally incurred?
What about retired
servants and their civilian
counterparts helping out in the
education field as well as in in-
structing the poor in heaith and
hvgiene to lessen their bills be-
cause of medical needs? What
about making a concerted effort
lo reduce the telephone and
electricity bills in our offices
and our 80 as to be able
to give the difference in the elu-
sive search by our poor for
"Teen Sukhi Roti?

The presemt vernment
may have failed this country,

we just stamd as by-
standers w?ﬂt the poor of this
country go from being poor and
miaer;Lk' to being destitute and
helpless? It is upto us to rise to
this challenge and not fail the
lation and the country that
as bestowed prosperily on us.

in whatever varying degrees.
Our good lortune cannot as-
sumed to be a selfish privilege.
it inculcates a socio-economic
and moral r nsibility that
we must discharge. Without
waiting for our employees lo
reach out with a g bowl| as
they surely will. it is incumbent
nm us lo reach out to them and
erisure that at least they have
"Teen Sukhi Roti” per day.

Choosing The Next UN Secretary-General

by ASM Nurunnabi

All nations have a stake in the success of the Secretary-General, so they might be expected to do the very best
to find the most able, highly qualified person in the world for the post. But in six selections so far,

' I \ HE first UN Secretary-
General. Norwegian Fo-
reign Minister Trygve

Lie. famously called this post as

"the maost impossible job on

this carth. "However. since ils
inception. the Uniled Nations
has been graced by some great
person:ilities as Secretary-
Generals — Sweden's Duag

Hammarskjoeld (1953-61). who
gave his life in a plane crash,
trying to bring peace in Alrica.
and U Thant (1961-71) of Burma
who did his best to keep the
1962 Cuban missile crisis from
getting out of hand. Then there
was Kurt Waldhiem of Austria
(1972--82), a suspected Naazi
sympathiser. His successor,

v ier Perez de Eu:ﬂp’r of Peru.

was courtly. competent and
candid. but tellingly. ‘he
complained that too man
nations were ignoring the UN,
and bringing the world
"perillously close to a new in-
ternational anarchy.”

All nations have a stake in
the success of the Secretary-
(General. so they might be ex-
pected to do the very best to find
the most able. highly qualified

rson in the world for the post.

ut in six selections so far. that
is not how they have ap-
proached their task. Since
1945. the UN has squeezed out
each new Secretary-General by
a cynical process of elimina-
tion that anoints the lowest
common denominator. the
candidate who is deemed least
offensive to the greatest num-
ber. According Lo international
observers. it is a method no rea-
mnnt;lly well-managed com-
mercial irm would consider us-
ing to hire a top-level executive.

With the end of the Soviet
empire and the cold war. a new
world was taking shape. At that
time in 1991, Boutros-Ghali.
Egypt's Deputy Prime Minister
for Foreign Affairs. was en-
dorsed for -General on
the first ballot in the Security
Counctl, a]ltgcdlf thruL:Fh a
stealthy operation led by
France.

Boutros-Ghali has now been
husy seeking re-election. Under
Boutros-Ghali. the UN has
launched 15 peacekeeping op-
erations since 1992 in contrast
to 23 over the 44 years since the
first mission. In this process. il
was [elt by some observers that
Boutros-Ghali arrogated to
himself a military role many
national leaders believed was
wholly inappropriate. There

—
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Blockage in sew
lines

Sir, I'd like to draw every-
body's attention to the blockage
in sewerage lines of our area.
We the residents of Gour Sundar
Roy Lane are sick ‘and tired of

the surrounding environment
which is highlly polluted by the
overflowing of stagnant water
from munhnlﬁa dmi b;:r hlm:k?ge
in sewerage lines. It is causing
great suffering to the le and
no doubt this would result in
outbreak of serious diseases if

the situation remains un-
changed.
However, the dwellers are

compelled to paddle on the
nasty roads. It has become a big
problem to the devotees who go
to mosque as they are often be-
smeared with the splashes of
dirty water.

| lodged a complaint with the
WASA office in Water Works
Road, but no action was taken

so far. | personally reported
this to the Assistant Engineer
concerned of Chandi area,

but no action was also taken by
him. After a few days, I talked
to the in-charge Executive En-
neer of the Water Works
ASA office over telephone. He
told me that he would look into
the matter.

was also the feeling that
Boutros-Ghali shocked Llic
civilised world professing neu-
trality when there were l?‘l:u.md:‘n
lor believing that he had [ull
knowledge of the Serbian
atrocities against the hapless
Muslims of Bosnia. and he was
empowered by the UN to call in
retaliatory NATO air strikes.
Instead he decided on non-in-
tervention to please Britain and
France who first supported
in his election as Secret
General of the UN in 1991.

There has been a strong divi-
sion ol opinion on the question
ol succession as United Nations
Secretary-General. African
leaders defied the United States
and recommended that
Boutros-Ghali be considered for
a second term as UN Secretary-
General. However, the en-
dorsement. which the tian
UN chief had counted on to keep
his hope for a second term
alive, was considered half-
hearted in some quarters. The
32nd summit of the
Organisation of Alfrican Unity
(OAU) debated whether to sup-
port their fellow-African states
in the face ol American threats
to veto Boutros-Ghali's re-elec-
tion. Rwanda. Ghana, Ethiopia
and Eritrea opposed the non-
binding ment to su rt
Boutros-Ghali. Rwanda
UN inaction lor the 1994 geno-
cide in the countrv. .

There is no doubt that the
question of succession to the
UN's top executive dominated
American politics. The US took
a lirm stand opposing Boutros-
Ghali's re-election from the be-
ginning. The Republican-domi-
nated US Congress was also
openly critical about Boutros -
Ghali's re-election.

, On the other hand. it was f:lt
by China that Boutros-Ghali
was being sacrificed at the alter
of US Democratic and
Republican pa interests so
that the UN could be made to
play a more pliable role. In
some quarters. there is yet some

indications that China might

play a more im t role in
the matter of selection of suc-
cessor to Boutros-Ghali.

There appears to have been
some reasons which seei12d to
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We pay taxes regularly 1o
WASA lor maintenance of the
sewerage service. Therefore,
whenever there is any problem
of the WASA sewers under the
road outside the compound of
any premises the sewerage
maintenance staff of WASA
must take prompt action to re-
move the cause of the problem.
Unless some under-the-table
payment is made, the work is
not done. | had to pay once for
the same problem as the present
one.
The pertinent question to
the authorities concerned is:
how many more days and
months do we have to suffer
this environmental degrada-

tion?

Nayeem
22, Gour Sundar Roy Lane,
Lalbagh. Dhaka-1211

A world-class Dhaka?

Sir, We are at the same time
amazed and delighted having
been informed of the st
news that Dhaka, our capital,
will be a city of international
level within six months. The
LGRD and Co-operatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman has demar-
cated the period. Though it is

hine caused the ire of th. US to
r~¢. Boutros-Ghali some time
in tle past branded the UN as a
"super beggar”. This is nuainly
because the US keeps falling
further and further behind on
its payments to the UN,. for
which it is roundly castigated
evenn by its [riends. [t was re-
ported that for want of adequate
ilunds, the peacekeeping activi-
lies along with the humanitar-

- A aids programmes ol the
-‘iAﬂ{:it

ed Nations are adversely
aflected. The arrear dues of the
US to the UN on account of its
contribution are estimated at
1.5 billion US dollar. In this
context, the Malaysian
Ambassador to the UN macde

laint that, inspite of the
large debt of the US on account
of the arrear contributions,
that cuunt{f seemed to be
holding the UN hostage with its
overwhelming power. The US,
of course. held the UN bureau-
cracy responsible for the
bloated administrative set-up
and pressed for its drastic re-
organisation. .

In su of his candidacy.
Boutros-Ghali took the position
that during his tenure, he
achieved success in respect of
some items on UN's reform
a%nﬂa. During his tenure, the
UN could achieve some reduc-
tion of its staff, effect cuts in its
budget and also be able to abol-
ish some posts at the higher
level. It was also claimed that
the UN was in the middle of tak-
ing up some im ant steps o
implement reforms in the UN.
At this stage, it was held inad-
visable to stop short in the re-
form agenda. Against this
background, Boutros-Ghali, in-
spite of opposition from both
the Democratic and Republican
parties has been continuing his
efforts to obtain support Irom
the Asian and African coun-
tries. He was also reported to be
optimistic that his projected re-
forms of the UN might help in
his re-election bid.

Itisr that other can-
didates in the running for se-
lection as UN Secretary-
General include OIC Secretary-
General Hamid al Gabid. the UN
HiFh Commissioner for
Refugees. Dr S Ogata. Norway's

not clear to us as to which cases
will Dhaka be up-dated. Learn-
ing lessons from the past we are
reasonably doubtful whether it
would be possible for the pre-
sent government to turn such a
challcn% scheme into reality
by March '97.

[t is known to all that our
capital is so densely-populated
that its citizens have to unde
numerous problems. First of all
their fundamental rights and
demands are expected to be lul-
filled.

Along with spectacular over-
bridges and luxury-buses we
also expect the adequate nu‘rply
of pure drinking water. elec-
tricity. gas and health services.
Hotels and restaurants must be
hygienic. the problem of traffic
jam should be solved, streets
and parks should be free from
robbers and call-girls. The un-
planned city-slums should be
evicted. And above all, we en-
treat the authority concerned
to present us a new [Dhaka
which will never be coitami-
nated by terrorism. Otherwise,
the terrn "'World Class Dhaka’
will be meaningless.

Delwar Hossain

tment of English
Jahangirnagar University,
Savar.

MHMMHWWMM.

fa

Prime Minister Rutman wlio
has lately resigned his prenuei
ship and Irish President Mary
Robinson. Though Boulros-
(GGhali has reportedly obtained
the support uﬁhr three perma-
nent members of the Securily
Council. namely China. France

and Russia, Britain has been
keeping its silence. 1t will per-
haps o the line of the United
Stales when objection is raised
irrevocably against Boulros-
(zhali's re-election.
International observers
around the world are coming

lorward with suggested im
provements for the office like
providing the Secrelary-
CGreneral with a powerful deputy
to handle administration. or
changing the tenure from two
five-year terms to a single
seven-year stint so he could act
boldly without worrying about
re-election. Those and other
ideas t work. But at the ex-
pert level it is held that in the
el what the officeholder can
accomplish “finally boils down
to the man.”

Crippling of Scientists

Tis the

ression ol the public and
even the administration
in the Science & Technology
Minisiry that scientuists of the
count ﬂmj}::ly cannot deliver.
Scmer%ecl that they are not
bright enough or just plain lazy
and prefer to embroil in
politics. The truth is that there
is absolutely no found for
research, particularly at the
universities. Whatever money
individual de ments receive
is spent in arranging the basic
or bare minimum requirements
of practical classes. A small
percentage of lucky scientists
may have access to foreign
rants. These lucky few then
n planning the execution of
their propo research work.
In order to do that, they have to
enter the maze of government
machinery, out of which they

can never find their way out!
To start work, one needs to
order chemicals, biochemical,
equipment. Up to the year 1992,
there was no tax on educational
equi t and only 10 per cent
on chemicals. This minimal
amount could be managed
through the grant itself. Since
1993, 45 per cent tax has been
imposed on chemicals and 7 per
cent to 35 per cent on equip-
ment depending on their type.
Nowhere in the world there ex-
ists such tax on reagents and

_:ﬂulpmmt for the purpose ol

ucation. In this case it is all
the more strange because the
universities mainly run on ﬁov—
ernment funds in the first
place. °

Now, where does the tax
money come from? Despite re-
quests made to relevant quar-
ters, we were told that tax can-
not be exempted. Till now we
could order only half the items
we previously could order,
practical classes were threat-
ened with closure. Later on. the
government relented and cre-
ated a fund through the UGC
which would be used to pay for
the taxes. A ridiculous situation
anyone would agree — the gov-
ernment cuts taxes, and then
gives it back again! Only this

rocess of cutting and giving it
Back and the formalities in-
volved take a minimum of 2-3
months. During this period, the
imported items either perish(
particularly chemicals) or work
at only half their efficiency due
to dust and moisture infesta-
tion at the godowns of Biman. |
have not mentioned the demur-
ragr. these items incur during

of time.

e perishable chemicals |
mentioned are expensive pro-
teins which are very sensitive
to temperature and have to be
transported in dry ice at -20°C.
Therefore it is obvious that
items like these cannot be im-
ported since they will definitely
get spoiled.

Dhaka University was issued
an early release certificate in
1994 for import of perishable
chemicals only. This certifi-
cate stated that if the registrar
of Dhaka University guaran-

\ teed payment of the due taxes

Zeba 1 Seraj

within three months of receipt.
the goods could be cleared. The
guarantee could only be given if

the invoices and airways bill -

were given to the Registrar.

On the 3rd day of June this
year a mnsifnmcnt of perish-
able chemicals (one years sup-
ply) costing $2500/- for the De-
partment of Biochemistry ar-
rived at the Zia International
Airport. The shipment has
started on the 30th May from
London. As requested, the
agents faxed the invoice and
airways bill as soon as the
shipment was made. Letters ol
guarantee from the registrar
were du arran%;lg with some
effort before the , 80 that the
consignment could be released
as soon:as possible. The ship-
ment is usually made with
enough dry ice (which is also

nsive and takes a lot of
space) to last for five days . The
goods could not be cleared until
the 10th of June. Can you guess
why? The customs people were
too busy on the 3rd. On the 4th
they were busy with their elec-
lions, the excitement of which
lasted till the 5th. On the 6th.
the paper work for the release
could not be completed because
it was Thursday which is a hall
working day. On Saturday. the
8th there was an 'unavoidable
delay' in further processing of
the release papers. The delay
was caused by suspicions on the
part of the Customs officials as
to why the consignment should
have provisional release status
without immediate payment of
taxes. The thought crosses one's
mind that the state of education
in our country is so poor that
the Customs officials fail to re-
alise th: words PERISHABLE:
MAINTAIN AT. 20°C clearly
written on top of the consign-
ment or they simply don't care,
or perhaps they don't realise
that an educational institute
like the university represents a
non-profit organisation. Since
the airport does not have 20°C
facilities the minimum they
can do is organise speedy deliv-
ery. Aller three months. we now
know that several components
in the consignment are working
only partially. What options do
the scientists in question have.
except curse their luck? Can
someone tell us how we are
supposed to deliver. when we
are nﬁ crippled so badly?

Another ironical point to
note is that institutions like the
International Centre for Diar-
rhoeal Diseases Research,
Bangladesh, ICDDR. B can re-
lease their chemicals and
equipment as soon as they ar-
rive because (he government
has allowed them tax [ree sta-
lus. since it is an international
organisation.

If we consider locally avail-
able chemicals. more often
than not the shelved chemical
is below standard due to not be-
ing stored at the right tempera-
ture. being out of date or due to
being impure — no doubt the

work of unscrupulous I'.'rndnl::'li
who never mind mixing the
contents with something
cheaper! And prices are exorbi-
tant. much more than if we

to import these. When asked
about the discrepancy in price.
the sellers say they have to

a lot of tax. It §s a common
nomenon to find out that an ex-
periment is not functiuni?&
properly due to below
chemicals.

Another impediment to re-
search work is the lack of suit-
the norm of research assis-
tants/associates, a usual norm
in all universities of the world.
Research requires full-time de-
votion. and exam duty|
load prevents the academic
staff from giving full-time at-
tention to research. Alth
we have research students (part
of M.Sc curriculumj, their ex-

mental work duration is 6-
months; so these students are
always coming and going pre-
venting progcr continuity of
research work.

Last but not the least, there
is absolutely no incentive for
research work. Members of the
academic staff can get credit
points (which helps in promo-
tions) if they are provosts,
house tutors or student advi-
sors. There is no credit. how-
ever. if one works one's mind
off to write a t and get in
foreign money. Ell'-‘l;ln“«:sm: grants are
mostly used to purchase expei-
sive equipment which benefit
the university, its teaching
staff and students immensely.
But not an extra word of a E
ciation for academic staff who
not only write up these grants
which take a lot of time and ef-
fort. but alandﬁ)ut in additional
supervisory rt once the pro-
ject is granted. Contrary to the
popular belief, foreign grants in
general do not allow any mone-
tary provision for the supervi-
sory effort. And these scientists
have to bear extra hassle at the
university administrative of-
fices to get the paper work
against the grant approved, e.g.
getting access to grant money.
submitting and auditing of the
accounts of the project. etc.

| am sure that many will
share mv opinion if I say that
the government should find
that solving the above prob-
lems of the scientific commu-
nity will bring in much future
benetfit. It is with great s.adnesur
that | would like to point out
that there are perh no scien-
tists in the Ministry of Science|
& Technology and none from
the biological sciences. Not
only are such scientists re-
quired. but some who have
higher degrees in modem tech-
nologies with some ence
are an imperative. Coordina-
tion and ration between
ministries of science & tech-
nology. agriculture and heaith
is also required to solve many
problems which uire a
multi- pronged approach.

The writer is an Associate
Professor. Department Bio-
chemistry. Untwersity of




