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V OA to lroadcast
PM's interview today
Voice of America (VOA)
Service will broadeast

an interview with Prime Minis-
ter- Sheikh Hasina at its 10 pm

broadcast . The interview
wis laken OA Bangla Ser-
vice chief Bahar Chowd-
hury. reports BSS.

Border talks with
India today
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 29: A joint bor-
der conference etween
Bangladesh and India will be-

gin at Habiganj tomerrow
mo :
The meeting will discuss

border demarcation and recon-
struction of pillars across the
frontier, smuggling and other
trans-border problems.
A 9-member Indian team.

headtd by the Distriet

sirate imd Collector of

him Tripura, will attend
lhc conference. The Deput
Commissioner of Habigan| will
lead an 8-member Bangladesh
team al the 2-day meeting.

Shehabuddin new
envoy to U SA

The government has decided
to appoint present Ambassador
of Bangladesh to the Republic of
France KM Shehabuddin as the
Ambassador to the United
States of America. an official

handout said yesterday. reporns |

Iif:ﬁl:b-]i’-nng‘lat.'min
telecom stressed

NEW DELHI. Oct 29 The vis
iting Bangladesh Minister for
Post and Telecommunications
Mohammad Nasim called on
Indian Union Minister for
Communications Beni Prasad
Verma at the later's office here
this afternoon. They discussed
ways and means for increased
cooperation in the telecommu-
nications sector between i(he
Iwo countries. reports BSS.

Convening body of

city M ahila Dal

A 112-member new conven-
ing committee of Jatiyatabadi
Mohila Dal Dhaka city unit.
was formed yesterday with Se-
lima Rahman as its convenor.
Earlier, &J}ar‘ljr high command

dissolved the former commit-
tee. said a BNP press release, re-

ports UNB.
Statue of Shiva
stolen from tem ple

KISHOREGANJ. Oct 29 A
statue of Hindu god Shiva was
stolen from a temple at
Melabazar in the town Monday

night, lice said. Some
urnidenti people stole the
statue breaking open the

SCTeen grill at the Sree Sree

Luxmi Narayan Ziur Ttmpir
Monday mj%m Local jew
ellers estimated that the cost of

the 15-kg statue would be more
than Taka 10 lakh reports

' sands ofotsg:—g::n
usiness as
slowed
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Thousands homeless 1n coastal dists

14 kl]led, 15 trawlers

At least 14 people were
killed. fishermen in 15 trawlers
were feared missing and thou-
sands became homeless in the
cyclonic storm that swept the
coastal districts ol the country
in the early of yesterday.

According to reports re-
ceived from our bureaus and
other sources. the core of the
storm roared across the Sun-
darbans between midnight and
3 am and moved towards north-
eastern region of the country.

1 weakening into a land depres-

sion.
But it triggered heavy rain-
fall all over the country and

whipped up surges. five to seven
feet above the normal tide. in-

missing in cyclone

Star Report

undating paddy fields and
houses in a number of coastal
districts and off-shore islands.

Five bodies of fishermen
from Dublarchar were seen by
other fishermen in the Bay,
three children were buried un-
der debris of their mud-buijlt
houses at Khulna. two people
drowned® in Golachipa when
their boat capsized and two died
when a tree fell on them al
Bhandaria.

In the city. a couple was
killed when a wall collapsed on
their makeshift house at a
slum during the storm. A
woiman was also injured in the
incident.

The tidal bore also ripped

through coastal embankments
in Moheskhali, Kutubdia. Tek-
nal. Sandwip. Hatiya, Barguna,
Galachipa. Patuakhali.
Satkhira, Bhola, Bagerhat and
Khulna.

It flooded wvast tracts of
Aman fields and houses of
farmers.

As the cyclone crossed the
coast, it released heavy showers
which continued in Cox's Bazar
and other places. People in the
coastal districts who took
refuge in storm shelters or were
evacuated by local administra-
tions were reluctant to return to
their houses as the skv remain
overcast and rains poured yes-

See Page 12 Col 4

Forgetting the

dress code

A traffic policeman tak-
ing a respite on the pave-
ment after standing in
knee-deep water during
the morning rush hour

The cyclone-driven rains
since Sunday night con-
tinued until esday
morning, dinrupting
normal life i in the city, as
streets were i

The situation was worse
in Shantinagar, Mal-
ibagh, Shnhf ahanpur,
Motijheel, Bijoynagar,
Kakrail, Purana Paltan,
and Faki Massive
traffic jams delayed mnnd

int:
streeis

| On umt streets like Park

Avenue near PWD head-
water remained
till the aftermoon con-
to the jams. Sim-

ilar situation was seen in

Shantinagar, Kakrail
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Repatriation of Rohingyas to
be completed 1in two months

The repairiation ol the Ro-
hingya refugees will be com-
pleted in next two months when
all the remaining 39 000
refugees will be able to return
home from Bangladesh 1o
Mvanmar. a UUNHCR official
said yesterday

"We are close to winding up
the repatriation of the refugees
from Bangladesh. We will now
focus only on the reintegration
of the returnees in their
homes.” said Francois Fouinat,
director of the UNHCR's re-
gional bureau for Asia and
Oceania in an exclusive inter-
view with UNB.

Al the beginning of the 1991-
92 influx. nearly 250,000 Ro-
hingya Muslim refugees {looded
Bangladesh to escape alleged
persecution — killing. rape and
forced labour — in Myanmar's
western province of Arakan

Nearly 211.000 refugees have
already returned home in past
two years since the repatriation
supervised by the United Na
tions High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) began in full
scale

Currently, 39 000 refugees
are awailing repatriation in

cluding 11 000 whose names
have been cleared by Myanmar
government .

The number of refugee camps
has come down frem 19 to five
along the Coxs Bazar-Teknali-
Bandarban region.

The voluntary repatriation
programme is now the largest
organised repalriation in Asia
— its main features being repa
triation. protection and reinte-
gration.

Fouinat was in Dhaka for a
short visit after his tour of
Arakan villages where the re
turnees are being rehabilitated
and their shelters in
Bangladesh

'l was pleased by the level of
cooperation — both central and
local — [ received in Myamnmar.
he said sitting at the UNHCR's
Dhaka oflice shortly before his
departure for Geneva. the UN
HCR's headguarters.
the situation in
Myanmar has changed a lot

“The authorities in Myan
mar is extending all coopera
tion to the UNHCR. " he said. we
have been able to be in close
contact with the villagers that
helps build confidence ”

With the UNHCR presence
they (the returmees) leel Lthey are

*not alone. They are not a

toned.” he said

The repatriation is done
through two reception and two
transit centres in Myanmar. Al
the reception centres. the re-
turnees undergo innnigration
and customs procedures and re-
cetve Cash praiis ol Kyat 2.000
(about 20 U/SD)) per person in
addition o Kyat 2,000 for hous-
ing repair and building materi-
als per [amily.

Also they get Kyat 100 for
lransportation per person as
well as assistance in kind such
as mosquito nets. cooking pots
and buckets including two-
month food rations provided by
the WFFP

We think it is im ant
that those who have returned
home are given a chance to re-
main there." the UNHCR offi-
cial saicd stressing that "we have
a role Inr;:»la}f

The difference now is that
the Myanmar authorities have
accepted the protection role ol
the UUNHCR and grant iis inter
national stail unrestiricted ac-
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Nov 7: AL to
maintain
'status quo'

Star Report

The Ruling Awami League
has npled or maintaining
"status quo" regarding Novem-

ber 7, party sources hinted
yesterda he day is being
observed as National Revo-

lution and Solidarity Day since
1975.

"Awami League, never in
past, had observed the day and
is not going to observe lhr.- day
this time either. Awami
League’'s changed status now as

arty in power will make no
difference.” acting president of
AL Abdul Mannan told this cor-
respondent.

When asked about keeping
November 7 as a public holiday.
he said "Don’t speculate any-
thing in advance. Every issue
has its right time to be settled.”

"Right now there are many
other important issues to get at-
tention on a priority basis. We
have not yet discuss the
November 7 issue,” said Abdul

All issues with
neighbours to
be solved
bilaterally: PM

BOSTON. Oct 29: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
expressed her high optimism
that the issues relating to
sharing of Ganges water with
India. refugee problems with
Myanmar and asset-sharing
with Pakistan could be solved
through bilateral discussion,
reports BSS.

Speaking at a ion ac-
corded (o her by the Bangladesh
community here on Monday
evening. the prime minister
said Bangladesh had received
positive response from India
over resolving outstanding is-

sues including sharing the
(‘}a?ﬁs water
New En am:l Civic Re-

ception Committee organised

the function in honour of the

Bangladesh leader who reached

Mﬂnﬂnn from New York vyester-

A Mejd-orthe Tulls Uintiversity
See Page 12Cadl 7

3000 vehicles
stranded at
3 ferry ghats

MANIKGAN.J. Oct 29: Some
3.000) vehicles were stranded at
Aricha. Nagarbari and Daulat-
dia ghats today. following dis-
ruption of the [erry service due
to Monday’'s inclement weather.
reports UNB,

According to a BIWTC so-
urce. incessant rain and gusty
will caused by depression in the
Bay. disrupted the ferry service
for about 14 hours till 8 in the

morning.
Among the stranded vehicles
were 1. trucks laden with

vegetables as well as passenger
coaches. Suffering of the pas
sengers stranded at the three
ghats on Monday night knew
no bound due to the fowl
wealher

From the three
3.000 vehicles are
ferries in a day

Hannan Shah, 2
others get

anticipatory bail
By SC Correspondent
The High Court Division of

the Supreme Court yesterday

directed Hannan Sh former

Jute Minister, as he surrendered
for anticipatory bail in a

als. some
rried by 18

corruption case, to r be-
fore the court of the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrale.

Dhaka within 15 days.

The division bench of the: | I
comprising Justice Mahnnwlul
Amin Chowdhury and Jusiice
Md Joynal Abedin after pgr.in
ing bail to the accused, diredied
Lhe police not to arrest him ol
two others in connection with
the case by this time.

It was in the case that
the accused sold the Lesserers
Press House, Narayanganj only
il Tk 1.5 crore but its estimaied
value was about Tk 7.69 crore

Advocate Mahbubur Rali-
iman moved for the petitioner.

Hearing concludes
HC order on writ

against Indemnity

Ordn today

By SC Correspondent

The on the writ peti-
tion chall ng the Indemnity
Ordinance was concluded yes
terday and today is fixed for or-
der thereon

In the division bench of the
HC comprising Justice M M
Hoque and Justice M A Matin,
the hearing on the petition was
confined within the issue of not
starting a case by the Officer-in-
Charge of Dhanmondi Police
Station upon receipt of the FIR.
relating to the August 15, 1975
killings, filed by the petition-
ers.

Attorney General K S Nabl
appearing on behalf of the gov-
ernment submitted that the pe-
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solution to water issue

NEW DELHI., Oct 29; India
and Bangladesh today inched
towards a solution to a decades-
old water-sharing dispute, a
major irritant in relations be-
tween the two countries, offi-
cials said. reports Reuter.

Bangladesh Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak and his
Indian counterpart Janeshwar
Mishra at offlicial level talks
identified the steps needed to
forge a consensus on the issue.

"We have discussed in a
[riendly atmosphere and we
have alreatziy identified our
problems and we are very much
close to solving them,” Razzak
told Reuters television after the
meeting

'Sur:g we hope that it will
be solved in future. We have
come closer.” he said.

The Ganges dispute has been
a major irritant in relations
between the two neighbours
since India built its Farakka
barrage near Bangladesh's
northern border in 1974,

Dhaka says the barrage 18
km from Bangladesh's northern
border obstructs the river flow
and deprives the country of its
fair share of water.

It says India diverts much of
the water to meet its own re-
quirements for irrigation and
navigation during the dry sea-
son, while it releases excess
water during the monsoon,
causing extensive flooding in
Bangladesh.

A statement by India's Water
Resources Ministry quoted
Mishra as saying that he hoped
the initiative taken by the In-
dian government would lead to
a mutually-acceptable solution.

Mishra said official-level
discussions should continue to
[ind a consensus on sharing of

the waters.
Razzak today had a lun-
cheon meeting with Foreign

Minister I K Gujral. He is due
have talks with Prime Minister
H D Deve Gowda and Jyoti Basu,
Chief Minister of West Bengal

state, tomorrow,
Basu is expected to visit

Bangladesh in mid-November
for further talks on water-shar-
ing

ﬁazz.ak stressed the need to
find a long-term solution to the
issue before the onset of the

next six-month dry season,
which begins in December.
Bangladesh officials say

more than 40 million people in
northern and north-western
Bangladesh are seeing their
land gradually turning into
desert because ol the Farakka
barrage.

BSS adds: The two ministers
metl in a private session before
the delegation-level talks. They
also had a talk in an exclusive
meeting after the formal dis-
cussion.

Talking to the media after
the meeting. the Bangladesh
minister said that his talks
with his Indian counterpart
had been productive and that

See Page 12 Col 8

JS_ goes into session Nov 1

Stormy debates on
mayjor issues likely

By Nurul Kabir

The forthcoming session of
the Jatiya Sangsad is likely 1o
be marked by serious legislative
business as well as heated de-
bates on some socio-political
and economic issues, sources in
the Treasury and Opposition
benches have hinted.

The session scheduled to be-
gin on November 1 is likely to
witness introduction of and
discussions on some important
Treasury Bench bills which
would have far-reaching effect
on the national lile. sources in
the ruling Awami League high
command said,

The bills might include one
seeking separation of the judi-
ciary from the executive organ
of the state. one a four-
tier local ﬁrtlgl}rlt:m
and andther for repeal of the
much-talked about Indemnity
Ordinance. the sources added. ~

On the other hand. sources
in the opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) indi-
cated that the session would
witness heated debates on the

overnment’'s ‘soft-corner' for
ndia in running the affairs of
the state.

‘We shall definitely ask the
overnment to explain in the
ouse ils position on certain

national issues including shar-

ing ol the Ganges water with
India. reported government
plan to give transit to that
country, import power from her
and so on.” a member of the
BNP standing committee told
The Daily Star.

"We are also expecting seri-
ous discussions on the govern-
ment's failure to maintain law
and order, its indifference to-
wards paddy and jute growers
who are now being compelled to
sell out their crops below the
production costs.,” said Oppo-
sition Chief Whip Khandaker
Delwar Hossain.

Discussions on the alleged
politicisation of the adminis-
tration. repression on political
opponents and indiscriminate
use of the state-run electronic
media in favour of the ruling
party might also generate heat
in the House during the session.
Opposition sources hinted.

"The Treasury Bench is
likely to move a bill EEE]Li]'Ig
separation of the judiciary an
one seeking a four-tier local
government system coverin
the village. union. thana an
district level units of the ad-
ministration.” said Suranjit
Sengupta, MP. a presidium
member of the AL and
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“®natched awa

Dhaka for land transport
facilities with neighbours

Communications Mimsier
Anwar Hossain has said 1here

| are tremendous prospects of de
} veloping surface transport fa-

cilities from Bangladesh to
Nepal, Bhutan and North-
eastern India, reports UNB,

Addressing the ESCAP
Ministerial Conference on
Infrastructure in New Delhi

vesterday. he said a land trans-
port development policy and
programme expected from the

meet would be of immense ben
elil 1o all ol the nations.

1 am conlident that this
conlerence will identily the

prospects and problems in this
region in implementing the
land transport development
projects.” he said, according to a
message received in Dhaka
from the Indian capital

It will also enlighten the
overnments of ESCAP mem
yer countries. development
partners and others concerned
of the bhest ways ol meeting the

challenges. he told the meeting.

opened Monday by Indian
Prime Minister HD Deve
{ rowla.

The minister informed the
meeting that the Bangladesh
government had agreed to a pol-
icy of formation, normalisa-
tion and improvement of the
operational efficiency of inter-
national transport networks
under the Asian Land Trans-
port Infrastructure Develop-
ment (ALTID) programme.

The government, he added.
has also agreed to give priority
to the ALTID project in the re-
gional action programme for
inlrastructure ch.' opment and
establish a national transport

tacilitation comumitiee, _
Policies for improvement of
multimodal transport and

freight forwarding were also
agreed upon by the government,
It also agreed. in principle. with
the proposed draft ministerial
declaration on inlrastructure
development 111 Asia and the

Ser Page |2 Col )

Maj Dalim's house, movable
property of Moslem seized

vestverday seized the
movahbile property of Risalder
Moslemuddin an absconding
accused of Bangabandhu assas-
sination and jaill - killing cases
reports UNB.

Earlier on Sunday. lice
went to the Dhanmondi house
of Major (retd) Shariful Hagq
Dalin to seize his movable
property following a court or-
der. but later confiscated the
house.

Dalim is an accused of the
killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mu r Rahman.

ollowing an warrant ol dis-
traint issued by the Chief

Rao appears in
court today

NEW DELHI. Oct 29: Former
Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao will a in
court tomorrow to face forgery
il cam. B0 TN ol

case, his lawyer said
today.

H K Anand told Reuters that
Rao would appear at a hearing
set for 10 am (0430 i) in a
special. high security court
room in an international con-
ference centre in the Indian
capital.

(R ETH L

Metropolitan Magistrate ol
Dhaka the Sadar thana police
raided the house of Moslem at
Tawadi Maholla at Narsingdi
town in the early hours yester
day.

The seized articles include
air conditioner. color televi
sion, refrigerator. two-in-one
furniture and domestic ani-
mals. Police also recovered an

n from the house,

owever. it could not be con
lirmed if police picked up any
one from t‘:‘:') house.

Moslemuddin alias Hiron
Khan alias Rafiqul Islam, whe
WAS ted to honorary Cap-
tain afler the August 15 bloody
coup. has been absconding for
last several months

It was believed that Moslem
was killed in an abortive army
coup in Bogra Cantonment dur
ing the General Zlaur Rahman
regime. But, it was later known
that he is still alive.

Moslem. who is said to have
shot at Bangabandhu Sheikh

r Rahman on the fateful

t on August 15 went into
hiding after the arrest ol Col
Farooq. Col Shahriar and Ma-

jor Khaituzzaman on August 13

this year
Police asked Adcom. a lead

See Page 12 Col 3

Navy patrol fires

L]
on fishing boat

] [ ]

in Bay: 2 killed

CHITTAGONG. Oct 29: Two
lishermen were killed and an-
other sustained bullet injuries
when Navy patrols fired on a
lishing boat suspecting it to
have been engaged in smuggling
in the Bay early today. reports
LINB.

The dead were identified as
Shah Alam. 32, son of Mozza-
of Aslampur village
and Mohammad Farook, 3
son ol Jainul Abedin of Jiban-
nagar village in Char Fashion
thana of Bhola district.

Seriously injured fisherman
Babul was admitted to Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospi-

tal.
See Page 12 Col 7

Businessman
robbed of
Tk 12 lakh

By Staff Correspondent

A gang of armed rs
Tk 12 h,
some US Dollars and some
share certificates from a busi-
nessman al Boro Moghbazar in
the city yesterday. police said.

muggers in a motorbike
intercepted Ahmed Enamul
Kabir when he came out of his
house. in his car. They broke
the windscreen of the car. Kabir
drove the car fast but the mug-
ders followed him.

Two other muggers in an-
wther motorbike joined them
and gheraoed Kabir's car when
he got stuck in a traffic jam, a
few yards off his house. They
snatched the keys of the car
Irom Kabir on int and
look away the briefcase from
the boot in which Tk 12 lakh,

See Page 12 Col 2
4 shot, wrist of

young man
cut off 1n city

By DMC Correspondent

Suspected lerrorists shot
four persons and cut the wrist of
a young man in separate inci-
dents in the city yesterday.

Three persons received bullet
injuries following a row
overrealising tolls at Rayer-
bazar near Mukti Cinema Hall
in the alternoon.

One Hazrat Ali. 30. report-
edly a drug addict. used to col-
lect tolls from people near
Rayerbazar High School yes-
terday and when three uniden-
tified gangsters refused to give

him money an altercation
siarted between the two sides,
police said

Al one stage, two young men
— Habibur Rahman and
Maninizzaman — came in aid of

Hazrat Ali but. the three youths
fired on them, police added.

The injured were rushed Lo
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH]

In another incident, Barkat-
1llah. 22, a mechanic, received
siab and bullet injuries near
Golapbagh ground at Dhalpur
under Demra police station.

According to police, Barkat
was attacked by one Sabur, a
terrorist and his accomplices as

See Papge 12 Col 8
JCD activist
stabbed to

death in Jessore

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Oct 29: A student
ol Jessore City College, also a
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
activist was stabbed to death al-
legedly by a group of Chhatra
League (BCL) supporters at
Barandipara here this mern-
ing.

According to pelice, Jahan-
gir, 20, was attacked when he
was talking with his friends at
9:30 AM. The victim was

immediately taken te the
Jessore CGeneral in a
critical condition w doc-

lors declared him dt.ld

The cause of the killing
could not be known.

A case has been [lled with
Kotwali thana



