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Pak army officer
hmﬂud

Im convicted Jameel of
killing mnine villagers from
Tando Bahawal, near Hyder-
abad, after raiding the village
on June 5 that year during an
army operation in Sindh

Road mishap
claims 11 in India
Eleven persons. including

three women and a twe-year-
five

head-on collision
and a trailer near village

on the Nasik-Pune road,

about 10 kms from Nasik Sun-

Police swooped on
a Seoul campus and
arrested 24 radical student

nstration in August, AFP
from Seoul.
Some 2.000 WeTe mo-

bilised for the late-morning
raid on the Se University
in eastern Seoul the 24
key cadres of the Federation of
Student Council were holding a
secret meeting in a basement,

police said.

found in China

Chinese geologists have
found a 3.8-square kilometre
(1.52 square mile) fossilised
forest under the Gobi desert,
Xinhua reported yesterday, says
AFP from B:ij:lnﬁ

The 150 llnGn year ::13
forest, comprising Ginkgo
Birch trees and other primeval

. was discovered alter

wind erosion in the Gobi
hﬂtremhdnmmdut

h- u,nmv-

nu'th-utcmn:- re-
e
onee a fertile basin, the fos-
silised forest is the largest piece

of proof yet.
beaten to
death in Israel

A 10-year-old Palestinian

whose father sald was

beaten by a Jewish settler died

in a Jerusalem ster-

day, Israel radio said. ter
from Jerusalem.

Police said Hilmi Shu:t;
collapsed while chased
the security chief of a Jewish
settlement near the Wesl Bank
town of Bethlehem on Sunday
and there were no c:tcrna_tlr
signs on his body that he ha
been beaten. The radie said he
died of his wounds after re
maini in critical condition
nm:rnl'zu. The security offi-
cials was arrested.

Gaddafi to
: it Tunisi

Libyan leader Moammar
Gaddafi l.n head Mon-
day to a sympathetic

bour wrkml guietly to
free its North African neigh-

bour of UN sanctions, AP re-
ports from Tunis.
Gaddafi was to Tu-

nis, the capital, for meetings
with President Zine el Abidine
Ben Ali on a visit the Libyan
chief described as one “of broth-
erhood and of work "™ A
Tunisian diplomatic source.
speaking on condition of
anonymity. said Tunisia was
making “constant efforts’ (o
ease the international commu-
mity's isolation of Libya.

Mild quakes
shake Japan

A series of earthquakes reg-
istering up to 4.7 on the Richter

Scale shook J 's lzu group
of islands. south of Tokyo, yes-
erday the Meteorological

gency said, AFP reports

o i
El-;:.en: were no immediate re-
ports of or injuries, po-
lice said. Epicenters of the
g ES WETe in the sea
near Nijima and Kozushima
j s P Pﬂl‘t of the Izu IME
- hnut 13{.'1 kilometres (93 miles)
outh of central Tokyo.

4 of a family
killed m
Salvador
ﬁ.ﬂ;.?:rmc h]l:dﬂ;'ld thrﬂ:

pihers seriou wounded in an
gﬂllﬂﬂllﬂi
rural age, a week after a
AP smicin Sam Sen

4 r om

&lﬂw. eports

A police r said the
Salazar Flores were at-
tacked Friday in the vil-
of El T , about 45
(70 kilometres) west of
San Salvador in Sonsonate
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REaEreY| US asks Bosnia to cut

military links to Iran

SARAJEVO, Oct 28: Bosnia
must cut its military links to
Tehran or risk losing out on a

massive US weapons w
a senior US official s Sun-

day. re s AP.

r..lamlrr Pardew, President
Clinton's sgecia] envoy for mil-
itary stabilisation in the
E‘-alknnl. said Bosnia must de-
cide between Iran and the
United States as a key military
partner.

The armaments valued at
around 100 million dollars
were scheduled to be unloaded
at the Croatian port of Ploce
last Friday. but the United
States halted the delivery pend-
ing Bosnian compliance with a
number of demands.

A central issue is Washing-
ton's insistence on the resigna-
tion of the Bosnian federation's
deputy defence minister, Hasan
Cengic, whom the Americans
suspect of continued close ties
to Iran.

In an interview with
Bosnian state-run television,
Pardew did not comment on
Cengic personally, but said,
"What we are concerned about
are the mllitary and intelli-
goncc ties" between Iran and

Parﬂ:w said he understood
that Iran had assisted Bosnia

was now time for Sarajevo to

cut all military ties with
Tehran.
“If you choose Iran, the

United Htllﬂ is not wtliing to
move forward,” he said

"We in the United States are
very sensitive about Iran,®
Pardew said. "That is a very
emotional issue in my country,
and you have a choice here con-
cerning your security relation-

shi
Bnunian President Alija
Izetbegovic has confirmed that
the US State Department wants
, @ Muslim cleric, ousted
but claims this is because of his

“lack of cooperation and not due

to any links he may have with

Tehran.
Izetbegovic also said that the
US was pushing for the dis-

missal of Vladimir Soljic, the
Muslim-Croat federation's de-
fence minister, who is a Croat.

Bosnia and the United States
have so far failed to resolve
outstanding difficulties, and
talks may be set up in Washing-
ton later this week, said a
Bosnian official who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The Sarajevo daily Oslobod-
jenje on Sunday likened US
conditions on delivery of the
weapons to an 'ultimatum’ of
'Cengic or the tanks.’

Internationala
Pakistan to boycott meet signalling sharp differences over move

Cine Lkuly Sar 5

Regional conference on Afghan
crisis begins 1n Tehran today

ISLAMABAD, Oct 28: Pak-
istan on Sunday announced a

boycott of a regional conference
Iran is this week to seek
a solution to the Af crisis,

signalling sharp differences
over the move between the two

Islamic neighbours, reports
Reuter,

A Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, quoted by the official APP

news agency, said Pakistan
would not attend the meeting,
due to begin in Tehran on
Tuesday, owing to "shortage of
time and lack of clarity about
the agenda and proposed list of
invitees”.

He said Pakistan had re-
ceived "confirmed information"
about the proposed two-day
conference only on Frldalv

"Pakistan had already
maintained that only those
countries which were directly
concerned with the welfare of
Afghanistan should attend any
conference of neighbourin
regional countries and such a
conference should follow rather
than precede an intra-Afghan
dialogue.” the spokesman said.

He did not elaborate, but
Pakistan's objection to the list

of invitees seemed to be directed

against the inclusion of its

neighbouring arch-foe India
them.

An Iranian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, quoted by
Tehran's state news agency
IRNA, said on Friday that Rus-
sia, India, Pakistan, China,
Saudi Arabia and the Central
Asian states would attend the
conference,

Also invited are the Euro-
pean Union and the 52 nation
Organisation of Islamic Con-
ference, of which both Iran and
Pakistan are members.

Pakistan is averse to giving
any role to India in the Afghan
problem on the grounds that it
does not share borders with
Afghanistan and had not op-

posed the Soviet occupation
there.

Pakistan and Iran have been
working closely together in
diplomatic moves over
Afghanistan during 17 years of
civil war there., but differences
appeared between them after
the emergence of the Taliban Is-
lamic movement as a new fac-
tor in Afghan politics.

Pakistan's objections to the
Tehran conference is most open
expression of the di
which both sides have tried tau

play down in the [.Llsl
Iran's media have accused

Pakistan of setting up the
Sunni Muslim Tali with
backing from the United States
and funding from Saudi Arabia
to counter the Shi'ite Muslim
Iran's influence in the region. .

Pakistan denies the charge
and says it has no favourites
among the Afghan factions,
most of whom it helped during
their guerilla war against So-
viet occupation in the 1980s.

AP adds: Shortly after mid-
night Monday thcr jets
roared over Kabu drupFing
three bombs in the area of the
airport on the northwestern
edge of the city.

There were no inunediatt re-
ports of injured and because of a
night time curfew no one was
outside. .

Two bombs landed near the
airport, and the third a cluster’
bomb that sends hundreds of
tiny shards of shrapnel every-
where, landed on the runway,
according to airport workers.

' raid in as many days hjf anti-

. TaliBban forces arrayed nst
Kabul's new hardline &
rulers. There have been no re-
ports of any casualties.

landed in a park
Kabul,
landing
ul's combined

civiian hospital.

‘This was the thifd bombing

t for one bomb that
; in the centre of
the bombs have been
in the vicinity of Kab-
military and

Except

Early on Monday airport

workers were sweeping the
shrapnel from the runwa
fore opening
Unite
pected to arrive in Kabul later
in the day.

be-
ic. A
plane was ex-

it for tra
Nations

Fighter jets belongin

northern warlord Rashid 8-
tum have been makln% the
bombing raids over Kabu

jets also bombed the city on
Sunday and late on Saturday.

His

His soldiers also are batt]lng

the Taliban Islamic army on a

second front in western Afgh-
anistan. Dostum’'s spokesman
at -his stronghold in northern
Mazar-e-Sharif said the Tali-
ban was pushed out of western

during the 1992-95 war, but it

During 1996 fiscal year

67,000 illegal immigrants
deported from US

LOS ANGELES., Oct 28: The
US Immigration and Naturali-
sation Service deported a record
67.000 illegal immigrants in
fiscal 1996. a 34 per cent in-
crease over 1995, as part of a

‘continuing government cam-

paign to crack down on illegal
immigrants, the Los Angeles
Times reported today, reports
Reuter.

It said in California, depor-
tations nl‘l;l:!lll:ggé 1mmigratn‘t:a
um about per cent to
] Cﬁfg the fiscal year
l;hat l.'.ﬂdl.‘.d on tember 30.

The daily said the INS was
expected to announce its
end deportation report on -
day, at a time when blican

residential contender Bob
le is a ssively criticising
President Bill Clinton for doing

too little to crack down on ille-
gal immigration.

The Los Angeles Times said
it got the INS es in advance
from a Clinton administration
official who asked not to be
identified.

Dole attacked Clinton and
stressed the emotional issues of

immigration and affirmative

action on Sunday as he made an

all-out effort in the key state of

California ahead of the Novem-
residential election.

Dole criticised Clinton for

not doing rnough to police Cali-
fornia’s borders and underlined
his support for a controversial

ballot initiative to end affir-
mative action in state hiring.
contracting and school admis-
sions.

Gowda ready to talk to
7 northeastern states'
insurgent groups

- —

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: India is

to talk tuitln'ihemrﬂ of

insurgent groups In courn-

try’'s north-east. Prime Minis-

ter HD Deve Gowda said in re-

nurleP published today, reports
AFP.

Deve Gowda said in Guwa-
hati City late Sunday at the end
of a six-day tour of the region
that he wanted to meet the in-
surgents to know and under-
stand their "legitimate griev-
T open invita

"l am an n -
tion to ifdlﬂ*?iﬁul]l. including
militants, without any pre-
conditions to meet me to dis-
cuss their legitimate grlcu-
nces.” The Asian Age and other
newspapers quoted him as
saying.

"1 genuinely wish to under-
stand their point of view and
what exactly is troubling them,”
he told reporters.

Deve said the seven
states in the northeast, border-
ing Tibet, Bangladesh and
Myanmar, suffered from lack of
investment, mainly due to un-
ending tribal and separatist vi-
olence.

"This has set in a \Fiﬂlﬂll!
circle of terrorism... leading to
grnwing uncmploymcnl which
in turn prmrided recruits to mil-
itancy,” he said. "The only way
out of unemployment or mili-
tancy is massive economic de-
velopment -

re was no immediate re-
sponse from any ol the insur-

gent groups.

Tuts1 fighters advance on Zairian
town of Bukavu
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A Zairean farhl".ly‘ who fled Goma in eastern Zalrc enters Rwanda at Mmura border crossing. some 36 km north of

Badghis provincial capital.

e
=

Giseni, Sunday. An estimated four to ten thousands Rwandan and Zairian refugees fleeing violence in eastern Zaire
were heading to Mutura Sunday.

CYANGUGU, Rwanda, Oct 28:
Ethnic Tutsi fighters advanced
Sunday on the eastern Zairian
town of Bukavu, trading mortar
and small arms fire with
Zairian defenders in the most
serious fighting in months in
the heart of Africa. reports AP.

The or of South Kivu
province appealed by radio to
residents of the provincial capi-

tal to remain in their homes at
the south end of Lake Kivu.

But the fighting sent thou-
sands of panicking residents
fleeing west and north as
Zairian troops clashed with
Tutsi fighters, known as

Banyamulenge. positioned only
five kilometers (three miles)
south of town.

Rwandan soldiers in posi-
tions near C gu just across
the border exchanged fire with
Zairian troops until a thunder-
storm struck.

Two hundred kilometres
(125 miles) from Bukavu at the
northern end of Lake Kivu. an
other 200,000 refugees were
fleeing Kibumba camp after an
attack that reportedly left four
people dead and anmhrr 100
Wmlllllﬂl

Kibumba. the second largest

refugee camp in the Goma re-
gion. was hit by a barrage of ar-
tillery fire and mortars on Fri-
day and again on Saturday, the
UN aid agency said in a state-
ment.

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
Sadako Ogata called on com-
batants Sunday to stop attack-

«ing refugees and to open hu-

manitarian corridors for those

l:'au%.?_:l in fighting.

"What hurts me most are re-
ports that women and children
are again caught in this terrible
tragedy.” Ogata said in a state-

— AFP/UNB photo

ment. "The first refugees to
reach the hospital in Goma af-
ter the attacks this weekend
were 36 women and children,
all of them suffering from
shrapnel wounds.

“There was one report of a
woman giving birth along the
road to Goma,” she said.

The fighting along Zaire's
eastern border with Burundi
and Rwanda, spared until now
by power struggles between
Hutus and Tutsis in which other
groups have gotten involved,
threatens to destabilize the
Great Lakes region,

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (R) looks at I[sraeli
former Prime Minister Shimon Peres (L) who speaks to
reporters after their talks in Sharm el-Sheikh in Sinai
Sunday. "The Israeli people, like people in Egypt and

other countries want peace”,

Peres said. — AFP/UNB photo

US steps up pressure on Israel, PA

JERUSALEM., Oct 2B: The
United States stepped up pres-
sure on Israel and the Pales-
tinians to w'ra]p up a deal on a

artial Israeli troop pullout
rom the West Bank town of He-
bron, Reuter.

US President Bill Clinton
telephoned both Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat on Sunday to urge
Lthem to clinch an agreement.

US peace mediator Dennis
Ross also met the two leaders to
try to conclude three weeks of

tiations.

"Ross told Israel and the PLO
that if they don't reach an -
ement tonight (Sunday night),
he’'s leaving for home tomo-
rrow.” a senior Palestinian
official told Reuters.

The official, who asked not
to be identified, said Israeli
army chief Amnon Shahak

would meet top negotiators
[rom the Palestine Liberation
Organisation for a late-night
SE8810N

Netanyahu has insisted on
modifying securily arrange-
ments set in a redeployment
deal which Israel’'s previous
Labour-led government signed
with the PLO last year. About
400 Jewish settlers live in en-
claves In Hebron among
100,000 Palestinians.

Arafat, speaking earlier af-
ter two hours of talks with Ross
in Gaza, said it was unclear
when he would meet Netanyahu
to seal a deal on Hebron secu-
rity arrangements to pave the
way for a tr redeployment
delayed since March,

1 don't know yet,” Arafat

ﬁted when asked by re ers

would meet Netanyahu be-
fure leaving on Monday on a
tour of Norway. Finland. Ire-

land and Spain expected to last
for several days.

“Just now | was with Dennis
Ross who Is continuing his role
as a partner in this mediation
between US and the Israelis and
we hope we will get something
tonight, or tomorrow or this
week . he said

Arafat said he had received
telephone calls from Clinton
and from Eg}rEtian President
Hosni Mubarak and Jordan's
King Hussein who had all
stressed their desire for a
speedy agreement

Netanyahu aide Dore Gold
describing Arafat's planned de-

arture on Monday as a 'dead-
ine.” told Israeli army radio
that Ross wanted to return to
the United States. The mediator
almost left for home last week
but changed his mind on the
way 1o Tel Aviv airport when
informed that progress had

to wrap up deal on Hebron

been made.

In Washington, White House
spokesman Mike McCurry said
Clinton and spoken to Ne-
tanvahu and Arafat for about
10 minutes,

Clinton, he said, had en-
couraged them "to do everything
they can to address the remain-
ing issues relating to Oslo peace
accords implementation and
specifically security-related is-
sues and the withdrawal from
Hebron.”

Asked why Clinton had
taken the trouble to call both
Arafat and Netanyahu, Mec-
Curry said : "Theyre down to
some difficult issues ... the is-
sues are difficult because the
concerns on both sides are
deeply held.”

etanyahu then called
Arafat amid speculation that
they might meet at the Erez
Crossing.

date Bob Dole
enough
cestry
dent of the United States, a
leading British %cni:a}ngiut said

Sunday. reports

Ernou
said Harold Brooks-Baker alter
Burke's peerage probed his
haﬂk% round for any signs of
blue-bl

ily trees has researched the an-
cestry of every US president
back to George Washington. It

-was also related to US president
William H

| i| Alexander

~ A, gy i

BJP rules out alliance with
BSP to form UP govt

NEW DELHI. Oct 28: Hindu
nationalists have ruled out an
aliance with a party of "un-
touchables” and instead decided
to try jorming a government on
their own in India s most popu-
lous state, news s said to-
day. reports AFP.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP. Indian People's Party)
said it would not team up with
the of Hindu "untouch-
ables.” known as BSP, ie
informal talks on power shar-
ing in the northern state of Ut-
tar Pradesh.

“There have been informal

. but |1 do not see these

materialising.” BJP president

Lal Krishna Advani told the Pi-
oneer newspaper.

"We would like to be invited

to form the government in Ut-

tar Pradesh”, he said "Other-
wise we should be re for an
other election. ™ Uttar adesh

has been put under New Delhi' s
direct rule after elections to the

state assembly in September-

Ociober produced a split verdict.

The Hmﬂu nationalist BJP
finished as the single largest
party in the assembly with 174
seats. but far short of 213 mem-
bers required to claim office on

ins T, :

gnme Minister H D Deve
Gowda's United Front coalition
was U::Hrurm—u Il"lﬂ;:}: two-

iance t un-
%zblcs" outfit BSP took the
third spot with 100 seats

No single party or alliance
has 213 ncatsmim'l:la govern-
ment.

The front has refused to join
hands with the BSP. while the
latter's bid to form a govern-
ment with BJP's help have now
been dashed by Advani for the
first time.

The BJP, the main opposi-
tion party in the country. has
accused Prime Minister Deve
Gowda of pressurisi Uttar
Pradesh Governor omesh
Bhandari not to give a chance to
the Hindu nationalists to form

a government

Miss World contest begins in India

in Nov amid fear of violence

NEW DELHI. Oct 28: Next
month. Miss World and India
meet for their first date, reports
AFP.

Some see it as the chance to

see the world's most beautiful
womnen others — if they are to be
believed — see the contest as the

perfect rtunity for arson,
sireet ting am:iy protest sui-
cides.

Feuinists and beauty con-
tests have rarelv mixed well
The Bangalore event, however.
appecars to have ignited un-

The usual ch.:rg.rn ofl ex-
ploltl:uun and sexism made
way for another common In-
dian . that of Western
cultural

Then came the Mahila Ja-
gran (women's awareness)
group. Its leader Sashikala.

Aishwarya Rai:
who brought
country

rau-u:d the stakes by announc-
ing the forum had drawn up a

An
fame for her

fortune for
herself as Miss World in '94

and

Indian

to burn
event fi-

list of women read
th-mselves outside t
nale on November 23.

Soon after, Uma Bharati, a
member of the Hindu national-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP, Indian People's Party) was
I::I;?mlsing prolests and vio-

"We will give our lives, we
will take lives, but we will pre-
vent the Miss World contest.”
she said.

The fire-and-brimstone
threats so unnerved the organ-
isers that they promptly
switched the sensitive beach-
wear section to the Indian
Ocean nation of the Seychelles.

New Delhi-based sociologist
Ashish Nandi. however, is not
convinced by the threats.

"Don't be taken in by the
rhetoric.” he says. "It's a storm
in a teacup. Most of India’'s 930

million le are not bothered
about Mias World.

“The reactions have been ex-
treme but that's south India. It's
mechanical. it's in their char-
acter. Nobody can take it too se-
riously.”

Brinda Karat, a member of
India’s Communist Party of In-
clia Marxist and a high-profile
feminist. is even more scathing.

“It's a cheap publicity gim-
mick,.” she says

Both she and Nandi. how-
ever, think the issues behind
the protests are ol fundamental
importance.

Karat says: "The a rance
of a woman in India is crucial,
since marri is seen as her
only choice, electronic me
dia reinforces the stereotype in
such a stark and strong way.

"We are trying to get away
from the prison ol appearance,

Off the Record

Not royal enough
to win the
- White House

LONDON: blican candi-
oes not have
royal genes in his an-
to become the next presi-

"Senator Dole is not royal
to win the White House,”

ooded ancestors.
The upper-class Bible for
Britons checking on their fam-

sald the candidate with the
most royal genes has always
been the victory.

"President Clinton has the
advantage in this election not
only because he is related to the
British royal family throu
(the 13th-century) Simon
Montfort but because he has a
direct descendant from Robert ]
of France," Brooks-Baker said.

In a statement, he said Dole's
sole link to the blood rnya] was
to the 13th-century King Henry
I11 of England through the Har-
rison family.

Through the family, Dole

Harrison, noted

enry
for the longest inaugural s
in history delivered in mh

sleet and snow. Harrison died
four weeks after in 1841 from
prnieumonia.

Yeltsin’s former

bodyguard relieved
of military duties

MOSCOW. Ocl 28 : President
Boris Yelisin signed an order on

Sunday relieving his former
‘chief bodyguard. Lt ﬂrtn

The report cited Kremlin of-
ficials an described the tone of
Yeltsin's order as "harsh”. The
presidential press service did
not return calls Sunday, and
there was no confirmation
from any other source.

Yeltsin fired Korzhakov in
June following the first round
of his race for re-election. At
the time, Korzhakov was en-
gaged in a bitter power struggle
with a top Yeltsin campaign
manager. Anatoly Chubals,
who was later appointed the
president's chief of staff.

Indian troops
kill 5 Bodos

GUWAHATI, India. Oct 28:
Indian soldiers shot dead at

=| least five Bodo guerillas in a

gunbattle in the northeastern
state of Assam today a senior
police official said, reports
Reuter.

The shootout occurred in
Baihata Chariali. some 20 km
{12 miles) from the state capital
of Guwahati, he told Reuters the
gun-battle took place less than
12 hours after Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda rejected the
Bodo tribesmen's demand for a
separate province within As-
sam while on a six-day visit to
the northeastern region.

MILF threatens
to withdraw from
peace talks
with Manila

COTABATO., Philippines, Oct
28: A rebel Muslim faction to-
day threatened to withdraw
from peace talks with the
Philippine government after a
massive military assault on
one of its bases. reporis AFP,

Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) vice-chairman Al-
Haj Murad criticised Manila's
twin approach” to bringing
peace to the southern Philip-
pines.

“We feel doubtful on the real
intention of the government.
They oflered an interim cease-
fire and they attack Basilan,”

Murad said in an interview
with Dxms Radio.
Death toll 281

8 more die of

dengue fever
in New Delhi

NEW DELHI, Oct 28: An epi-

demic of fever in
the Indian capital has claimed
eight more lives, pushing the

death toll to 281, officials said
today, reports AFP,

The latest casualties oc-
curred Sunday when hospitals
received 203 cases of the
mosquito-borne fever. health
officials said here. The discase
has affected at least 7,.2118

in the past two menths.
unday's deaths came two
days after health officials
claimed that the outbreak of
was on the wane in New
Delhi, but warned it could

| spread to adjoining states.



