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Finding the Centre

In a report, focused on the lackadaisical” promo-
tion and development of the private sector, the
World Bank has put forward a package of sugges-
tions for a turn-around in the situation. Three of
them are purely in the nature of an organisational
recipe and by the same token conerete and palpable
while two have to do with changes in the current
pattern of emphases.

In the first category fall the recommendations
for a separate ministry for the private sector,
transfer of the state-owned enterprises from the
ministries of commerce, industry, textiles and jute
to a single ministry, and formation of a prime
minister's advisory council comprising key minis-
ters and secretaries and top business leaders rep-
resenting both the economic sectors and the terri-
torial regions. The last two suggestions are for: (a)
ensuring orchestration, accountability and user-
friendliness in the workings of various organisa-
tions involved in private sector development, espe-
cially the BOI, EPB and BEPZA; and (b) establish-
ing a process of consultation between the govern-
ment and the private investors to bring to bear pri-
vate sector participation on policy formulation.

The World Bank's prime concern has been the
‘'snail’'s pace' in the implementation of the priva-
tisation programme. The rationale for this prio-
rity is the abysmally poor performance by the
state-owned enterprises and their consequent loss
accumulations that run counter to the principle of
competitiveness which is key to free market opera-
tions. To address this focal point of the WB's con-
cern what we need is finding a centre for the right
approach. The centre lies in not only mustering but
also applying an appropriate political will.
Whether it is a question of disinvesting the loss-
making public sector enterprises or making the re-
tained ones efficient and useful, political will is
the central necessity.

If that be so, then the World Bank's advocacy of a
prime minister's advisory council ought to take
precedence over all other suggestions it has made
including that of a new ministry for the private
sector. If the key ministers and secretaries, and
leading businessmen, regardless of their political
affiliations, work in the council with the Prime
Minister presiding and the relevant parliamentary
committees providing political will to it there is no
reason why it cannot act as a superministry. Pro-
liferation of ministries cannot produce a break-
through, but a compact, coordinating body like the
one suggested by the WB most probably will.
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Vanishing Act in Japan

It's a shame that Bangladesh had to be told — in
writing as well as in person — of the abominable
practice of trainees sent to Japan by government
disappearing altogether. Didn't the government
know of our trainees regularly abusing the host
country's hospitality at the cost of good state-to-
state relationship?

Now that the worst has happened, the govern-
ment must act without fail and delay. The three-
day annual consultation session between the gov-
ernments of Japan and Bangladesh began in
Dhaka on Sunday and the Japanese delegation did
not lose time to formally complain about the van-
ishing Bangladeshi trainees. This they did with an
unmistakable touch of exasperation. Steering
clear of rudeness they, however. made their mes-
sage unambiguous saying that the disappearances
would tell upon the Japanese capacity to entertain
trainees from this land. If our government cares
for the finesse practised in the intercourse of na-
tions, it would know the ultimate in shaming has

been reached.

If the government has no power to ensure proper
conduct abroad of persons sent out by itself, it
should better give up training people overseas. Ex-
perience says this should apply not only to gov-
ernment employees but also cover athletes and
teachers and the motley job-seekers.

And if we must send people out for a meaningful
import of technology, the government must prove
to itself and to foreign governments that it can
make its people overseas behave. There are so
many ways open to government to do this. After all
the truant Bangladeshis do not disappear with
their parents and kins and property back home.

We want the government to set about with de-
termination to get the problem over with without
needing much of a reaction time. The fact that
Japan is the biggest of bilateral donors to
Bangladesh's development is quite beside the point
here. We should be responsible for our citizens’
conduct abroad irrespective of their temporary
domicile.

In the Zoo Alone?

The British Royalty's timely and profound pro-
nouncements on nature, wildlife preservation and
trends in architecture have been almost proverbial
in their reverberations across the receptive circles
around the world. While the Queen's spouse Prince
Philip is the dour defender of wildlife, their son,
Prince Charles, the heir ap t, has been an out-
spoken champion of architectural purity in the
masonry world.

At the Berlin conference of the World Wide Fund
(WWF) For Nature, Prince Philip was at his charac-
teristic best, so far as we are concerned, when he
observed that preservation of the Sundarbans was
needed not for any particular country but for the
sake of the beauty of the world nature. His worry
stemmed from the fast depletion of the tiger and
| deer populations in the longest-ranging mangrove
forest in the world.

The invasive human habitations have led to the

thereby exposing them willy-nilly to human set-
tlements or theh;cgabouts — out to the water-fronts.
While some of them turned man-eaters inviting the
hunter's gunmanship the rest panted in the rigours
of attempted . The salinity of the water has
been as repelling as it has hampered vegetation
a %t{h of gradual extinction.
the elfin are birth to cubs
Are we to see them in the zoo
alone and not in their natural habitats?
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=~ e of fo .grounds for the animals.
M o thcmﬁm driven out of their nat-
ural tats cro: the Rubicon in search of food

ITH the signing o the
Peace Declaration in
Washington in Sepi-
einber, 1993 lIsrael made an
irrevocable commitment to

and nmnﬁt.nn o es-
%ﬂl Pﬂ-unl.nn
State which there could
be no me at all in the Middle
East. real peace |s estab-
lished, will automati-
cally follow. There could be no
uﬂlﬂtg without peace. This is
what dent Clinton said
when Benjamin Netanyahu.
Arafat and Hussein vis-
ited the US to attend the hur-
riedly summit. This
has also been forcefully put by
President Jaques Chirac during
{h:‘ll‘: visit mﬂgt?yﬂ President
irac very called upon
the lsraelis while addressing a
gathering at Haifa to accept the
existence of Palestinian State
He sald, “A recognised Pales-

tinian state will Israel
with a true - Only such a
partner | be capable of

ma and adhering to the
commitments that are neces-
sary for the security of Israel
His call for a -Mm Pales-
tinian state” was f nL:P by
his visit to West Bank a he
formally addressed the Pales-
tinian alure ?l Ramall?h.
This apparently signifies
France's readiness to ise
the Palestinian State when an-
nounced because a head of the
state of the UN family addressed
only a recognised assembly of
law markers — law makers of
their own state. Indeed.
President Chirac said while
addressing the Palestinian
legislature that he was "greatly
honoured to be the tirst head of
state to be invited to speak
before the first assembly to be
[reely elected by the
Palestinian people on its own
land.” The slatement is very
recise and clear in terms of
alestinians' "own land” and
the “freely elected” legislature
in Palestinian land. Thus
Chirac's visit to West Bank and
his formal address of the Pales-

Ross

for the airport after having abandoned the negotiations on Hebron pullout were too much for Netanyahu
to bear and these apparently led Netanyahu to give a call to Dennis Ross on mobile phone and
request him to return to facilitate the negotiations.

tinian Legislature ﬂrltmlly
gave encouraging signal to-
wards Palestinian te. In-
deed, the initiative was earlier
taken by King Hussein of Jor-
dan who #I.ﬂu own heli-
copier with Arafat as his pas-

to make first visit of a
fore head of state to the land
of Palestine — the land that his

kingdom administered before
losing it to Israel in 1967 war.

Now,. Palestinian state is a
fait accompli. Yegel Amir killed
Rabin but not Palestinian
State. Netanyahu may for a
while wobble around but in the
heart of hearts he knows that
he would not be able to stop
Palestinian State; Rabin by a
stroke of completed the deal
in Washington. What Ne-
tanyahu may be trying to do is
to squeeze out maximum from
Arafat in terms of security and
he will be within his rights to
do so as long as he does it with-
out disrupting the peace pro-
cess. He is using 450 Jewish
settlers in Hebron for the pur-
pose. but it seems to be a wrong
sirategy to find an exclusive
sinall enclave for 450 Jews
with full security under [sraeli
police in the midst of about
100.000 Palestinians. Israeli
security forces within Pales-
tinian land would always re
main as provocation Instead,
the strat should be to find
full commitments of security
from Palestinian police forces
tnittally under the supervision
of international ace force or
even US security force

Over a period of time the
anger could subside and the set-
tlers could continue to live as
neighbours provided the set-
tlers also accept Palestinian
rule as Palestinians in Israel
iweepted the Jewish rule Arafat
correctly sald — we are brothers.
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cousins, neighbours and friends
and we should learn to live side
by side. After all., both
Palestinians and Jews emerged
from the common root with
Abraham as the patriarch. Once
Arafat has chosen. and very
rightly. the path of negotiation
and Palestinians know that Is-
raelis are their distant broth-
ers and cousins etc.. they should
heed to President Chirac's pre-
scription to shun all forms of
violence and terrorism. This
would help establish confidence
between two peoples. As extrem-
ists are.there both in Ilsrael and
the Arab world. sporadic inci-
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Benjamin Netanyahu
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Muslilehuddin Ahmad

dents cannot be ruled out but
there should never be any
provocation from the recog-
nised authorities of both sides.
Israel also must not close the
borders on any pretext which
creales extrerne hardship to
Palestinians as well as to ls-
raclis who em workers. All
these lead to hatred and ex-
tremism. Therefore. for the
sake of peace, both sides must
Ehaﬂt sensibly and responsi-
Y.

President Chirac's remarks
on and in favour of European
|'nion's active participation in
i peace process appears (o he

Jacques Chirac

main
last Washington
Therefore. the
do well accommodating Eu-
rope's r which would enabie
US to overcome the uphill task
it faces now in pursuing the
peace process. President Clin-
ton appears to be in a dilemma
— too muach of pressure on Ne-
tanyahu may an Jew-
ish voters in the US, th

Bill Clinton needs a break-
through in Hebron negotiation
before US election on Novem-
ber 5 to claim administration's
success in ME peace process
Therefore. Europeans should
not be left out in such an impor-
tant })ean_- negotiation because
Israel does not want participa-
tion of the Europeans. After all,

European allies HIR]IJT‘E to
the US pra-c'titaﬁ;!ln all its ac-

tions and operations in the
Middle East including fighting
alo with men and mate-
rials

Europeans participation
would really widen the facilita-
tors suppor! base including aid
support and fill in where US
[alters due to domestic pressure
This will not in any way dimin
ish the dominant and impor
tant role of the US in the peace
negotiations. The rebuke and
advice delivered by President
Chirac on Netanvahu and ac-
tual ure by Dennis Ross
for the airport after having
abandoned the negotiations on
Hebron pullout were too much

summit.
would indeed

"A Recognised Palestinian State..." — President Chirac

The rebuke and adviee delivered by President Chirac on Netenyohsn and actual departure by Dennis

lor Hm bear and these
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Sations. Udoubtodly fhe DS

hﬂdaragjtbnﬁhﬁu
the have reached a
eritic and the present

Israeli
virtually
withdrawal
occupied land. It is

government is
to Israeli

terest can be protected with US
as the only facilitator.

For the US also. ME peace is
a must. Just for Israel America
i "Satan” not only to Iranians
but also to many in the Middle
East. Therefore. it must con-

tinue to do everything to turn

Netanyahu around towards real

peace which would require Is-

rael to cede occupied Arab land
the es-

to the Arabs and
tablishment of Palestinian
State which would facilitate

the way for full diplomatic rela-

tions with the Arab states. In-
deed. peace will ensure fyll se-
curity to the peaple within their

recognised borders. kﬁnnﬂeus
ol what is written in the PLO

Charter the idea of destruction
of Israel will automatically
vanish from the hearts of
Palestinians once Israel accepts
Palestinian State. This is most
crucial and everything depends
on this. The issue of Jerusalem
is. of course, very sensitive. but
the degree of sensitivity is di-
rectly linked to the acceptance
of Palestinian State. A "bal-
anced agreement on the status
of Jerusalem” as put by Presi-
dent Chirac may be as
soon as the issue of Palestinian
State is amicably. effectively
and finally settled and here lies
the dominant role of the US and
also active participation and
support of the European Union.

om the remaining
time

I T all started with an un-

person always
get the best perks his
company oflers, while some
deserving ones missing the bus,
But why? What special quality
the man has that he beats
everyone when the company
offers the perks. "Oh! he is
spineless,” commented one.
Another added: "He wags his
tail whenever he sees his

lum and that's his quality.”

has been hawing in
Bangladesh since its birth is a

story of s ". The ones with
a real spine hardly has a happy
story to say and those only
physically having it, without
any use, no sad for us.
What is a spine and what is it
for a man? | asked some. Here
are few of the answers: "It is the
most essential part of our bOdY
but we have to make it flexible
because of different reasons ...
but please note | have a stro
spine.” said one government of-
ficial anonymity.
ledgmmmq student Naweed
strong has be-
ﬂn to hurt and . "1 am won-
if to make it flexible or
gel of it." However, the real

Sir, On Oct 5. '96, The Dalily
Star ﬂuhlll.hnd a photograph on
Madhu, a rhesus monkey in
chain near the science faculty
of the Dhaka University.
Thanks a lot to Shehab Ahmed
and Enamul Huq for drawi
attention to the matter. On 1
October while passing through
the same faculty | found a rhe-
sus in chains. 1 don't
know whether this was the
same Madhu. | was very
shocked to find a Madhu still in
chain even alter passing ﬂw-i':l{l
10 days since the photograp
had been published. The au-
thorities concerned probably do
not go through the ncwsl:m
or they think it matters little to
chain a mere rhesus monkey
even though the law states that
it is illegal. Probably in the In-
dian city Bangalore. snake
charmers gathered to make a
religious festival for goddess
Monosha. For this they caught
hundreds of snakes. But the In-
dian authority cracked down on
the snake charmers and freed
the snakes. The Indian author-
ity showed the courage to (ree
the snakes. | think our author-
ity need not hurt anyone's feel-
ing. Just apply will-power and
unchain the E{udhus. please,

An animal ht activist

Room No-1

Dr Fazle Rabbi Hall

Dhaka Medical College, Dhaka

Matia please open

" Sir, 1 am not a regular writer
to the newspaper Iletter
columns. | wonder whether the
letters in this column at all
concern the authorities under
luchaun. wu dau?ln Sﬂﬂw

revailing in adesh. Since
f'.m a great well-wisher fd the
present government, | could not
remain silent over a matter
which a total disas-
ter for the whole country. | have
every respect for the dedication
and sincerity of our Agriculture
Minister. She is a tested leader
and she has come to this posi-
tion after many s and
sacrifices. That picture of being
dr away by the BNP police
is still fresh in my mind.

Even her talks in the present
Parliament have been appreci-
ated by many. Now the question
is whether there is a gap be-
tween talks and deeds. has
always emphasised on the im-
portance of agriculture.

dy:quﬂt_whgm.mw“m“m

spine — the stretch of 32 verte-
bras from the bottom of our
head ending at the edge of the
hip on our back is irreplaceable
and one must take good care of
it, he said.

1 asked my Mvoung journalist
friend Sohel Manzur to define
spine. His answer "Spine is
what helps one to stand
strongly on his own feet." And
what thought of spineless
people? "Spineless Eeolple are
those who are afraid o sayn‘nf
or doing thinﬁ: they think oi.
They gain in the short run, but
lose in the long run.”

“The spine is a man's life and
it gives strength to him for all
his activities. One who cares lit-
tle about everything from the
very start of his life is spine-
less,” said freelance photojour-
nalist Babu Ahmed.

Young dentist Mukib Khan
(Monty), said to be the most eli-
gible helor around. only had
one sentence to describe the is-
sue: "This cannot be one's
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Bangldesh-minus-agrniculture
is a ship without a rudder.
Nowadays when | go te the cam-
pus by bus the farming lands of
both the sides give a bleak pic-

ture. It was not so a month ago. .

The green paddy fields have
been turned into . but not
because of sheaves. Pests have
attacked field after field de-
stroying crops and it means
there will be no corns in the
coming harves season. One
of my colleagues says it is a
common picture all over the
country. specially the northern
part has been hit hard. Unfor-
tunately no news on this life-
saving issue has come to my
notice.

I do not know whether it has
created any concern among the
leadership af Awami League.
My conscience has compelled
me to write this letter. During
the then Pakistani regime. |
still remember. there were cer-
tain planes kept for spraying
pesticides to control the large-
scale decay of the paddy plants
which are people’s hearts. Has
Matia Chowdhury given any se-
rious thought over this matter?
[ think — and firmly believe so
— spraying pesticides from the
planes is possible by stn&ring
wastage that goes unnoticed ev-
eryday. The government should
start the work immediately.

I do not want this should be-
come one of the issues for the
parties which always look for
prejudice, superstition and mix
them with natural calamity.
Some people have already
startedd a game. | do not want

Hasina becomes a victim ol this
man-made game. It is not
Mushtaque, Abul Kashem. Kazi

Jafar and the like who will sul-
fer. In a country like ours the
head suffers. So the minister, [,
as a well-wisher of this gov-
ernment, request ﬁvou to please
explain through the media how
are you Eoing to tackle this sit-
uation. Everyday the newspa-
pers say jute price is falling
down at an alarming rate.
Please be on the TV screen and
keep a constant example of
tran and accountabil-
ity. Talk to the actual farmers
(wearing lungt and vest) and ar-
range a question-answer ses-
sion on TV. We do not want to
listen to theorists and elite
well-dressed farmers any more,

Do the needful for the paddy
farmers immediately. Time is
running out. We no longer want
lo listen Awami League is a
symbol of famine and drought.
A Concerned Teacher
University of Chittagong
Chittagong

«dependently by
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AFP news agency staff Baker
Chowdhury who is also a stu-
dent of homeopathic medicine,
explained: "The spine helps
keep balance of the and to
stand straight. There are two
kinds — vertebras and inverte-
Pras.“ 'Il‘l:‘.llua. he went 335:1:;" is
mpossible to move ar in-
an invertebra."
Wow, that is medicine and

“practical experience put to-

gether in one thought!

Then I thought I must ask
someotle who could not or did
not have the wish to finish his
school — my office copy boy
Mohammad Samad. "A man
with a spine is a self-reliant
man," he said without blinking.
But what about one who is
spmeless? "A man cannot be
without a spine and if this
valuable part of our body is in-

H Bi;

Sir., Happy Bijoya to you and
all the readers ol The Daily
Star. We cordially accept your
Bijoya greetings. Thoughtful
writings in The Daily Star and
other dailies can create healthy
environment in the society in
blooming different faiths and
thoughts. This is of course not
an easy task.

Triumph of justice over in-
justice and darkness is a uni-
versal truth. Bijoya gives us
that lessons.

Bose Asoke Kumar
House - 413, Block-B. Road - 10

Chandgaon R/A. Chittagong -
4212

Students/teachers

politics

Sir., Thanks to President
Shahabuddin Ahmed for the
bold statement he made re-
cently to stop students politics.
It is a very long-awaited deci-
sion. Anyway, it is better to be
late than never. I am very much
hopeful that a man like his
calibre and character will be
able to become successful in
this great venture to save Lhe
educational environment and
thus the country as a whole if
there is sincere and whole
hearted co-operation from all
concerned quarters. This issue
tlors not require any discus-
sion. If one look closely and
sincerely then it is not difficult
Lo realise that the beneficiary of
student politics is only a very
small group of people at the cost
ol many innocent ones. It not
only pollutes the environment
of education but also costs
many valuable blooming lives
who could have contributed to
the society with their valuable
knowledge and skills,

Their untimely death not
only bring's profound mi!u:rg to
their most loving near and dear
ones but also to the nation as a
whole, Unfortunately, knowing
fully well all these conse-
guences of student politics only
a few ple of our society for
their petty selfish gain exploit
our future torch bearers.

Our student nowadays are
etting more encouraged in pol-
tics than building their career

by their teachers By ind

in politics teachers are not 0

losing respect of their di

but of the nation as a L

would like to request them to
ve a serious thought on this
ssue and refrain from in-

jured he cannot work nor-
mally...basically he is handi-
capped.”

Thus we have basically two
thoughts: a man can have flexi-
ble spine and one who is spine-
less is almost a non-human.

Il one s::lects heﬂ:‘h on the
htqﬂ Bangladesh we havp
bhha ?r-y-nphan &" or ‘spine-

Iﬂrwﬂ' for downgdamage o
all our leaders. Now people are
writing and about the

growth of a new bunch. "Sabi-
nay Jiq:nha“ — Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's good idea
made rotten — will live as an
example of these kind of "dead
people” for years to come. Now
one has to wait to see if the
iain opposition leader Begum
Khaleda Zia accepts the invita-
tion and how she uses (misuses)

dulging in politics to save our
students and the nation. Their
sacred duly is to acquire valu-
able knowledge in order to edu-
cale our students to make wor-
thy citizen of our country. By
doing so they will be able to
551111 better respect., honour,

ignity and fame than what
they think can gain from the
politics.

M R Chowdhury

House No-12, Road-23.

Sec. No-7. Uttara Model Town
Dhaka-1230

BTV's role

Sir. The pre-election
"promise” of Awami League was
that BTV — which includes the
whole electronic media — would
be given autonomy. But BTV's
arranged 'Sabinoy Jiggasa' pro-
gramme on the occasion of
completion of Awami League's
100 days in power has created
doubts and pessimistic views
among the people about the
standard and quantum of au-
tonomy that BTV is going to
enjoy under a new organisa-
tional set-up which is under
consideration of the present
government.

It appears that the image of
our Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has been tarnished due
to pretentious, ostentatious and
poor BTV programme — 'Sabi-
uggediggasa' — of October 1,
1 .

In our country many of our
political sycophants and bu-
reaucrats surround our head of
the government, misguide
him/her. hide truth from
him/her and always try to
please the head of the govern-
ment for their personal inter-
ests and gains. This has been

amply proved by the m:!anim
an :’];artlcipants of "Sabinoy
J ' programme.

we cu:mR::'e — and contrast
between — Anisul Haq's 'Sabi-
noye Jante Chai' amme
under caretaker nment

with Dr Rajib Humayun's 'S-
abinoye Jiggasa' programme
under present Awami Lelg;nc
overnment we feel that the
ormer would secure 70 marks
out of 100 and the latter would
get only 30 marks.
We would be grateful if our
litical leaders as well as BTV
officials perform their duties
and responsibilities in a state
of se€lf-consciousness in the
greater national interest.
O H Kabir
6 Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka- 1203

. pat gongidered human, - If we',
- gan- distingwish from ;& man .

'.

In agreement with strict Is.
lamic laws. they have banned
taking photographs of people

The Value of "Spine"

If one reflects back on the history of Bangladesh, we have blamed “w

FOOL'S PARADISE? g
by Nadeem Qadir B

groweh of s s Ramch.

1
Talking of the man and the
company. this individual has
managed the best wages and
rks use he is a of the
ss and su ted of being a
rivate eye keeping watch over
Eil colleagues to report obedi-
enfly to his superior. In this
case it is a matter of conve-
nience. They both need each
other for .om:lhln&llnakm told.
Well, come to of it. I
guess human is interde-
pendent. On the other hand one

who (8 described ag spineless 1s

GPINION

Afghan  capital Kabul fell
Lo Taliban forces on 27 Septe-
mber, and much of the country
has gone under the grip of the
fundamentalist forces. Alth-
ough fighting among the
opposed factions (Masood,
Dostum) is on the increase and
nobody knows what would be
the future of the country, it is
now being governed by differ-
ent farmans (decrees) promul-
gated by the Taliban. Their ex-
cesses have already started
worrying the conscious section
of the society. The activities of
the Taliban were protested in a
number of world capitals, even
in Peshawar.

Different women organisa-
tions in Bangladesh have al-
ready blasted the Taliban ac-
tivities and expressed their
dismay over the prevailing sit-
uation in Afghanistan. The
Jfarmans as being promulgated
by the provisional gaovernment
headed by Mullah Muhammad
Rabbani are in ent with
the fundamentalist views
which naturally lack modern-
day id and norms.

All the formans of the Tal-
iban, in fact, are leading to cur-
tailment of human rights and
repression on womern.

The Taliban administration
is the provisional government.
But since its taking over. as per
its comunitment it has enforced
Islamic or shariach law. Not
only the Taliban are
compelling the Muslims to offer
prayers even during travel by
road when one must stop the car
near a mosque and offer
prayers right there but earlier
through another decree. males
were ordered to grow beard and
not to trim it,

The Taliban militia
which emerged from
%u anic school of Kandahar
three years ago have not only
ordered women to maintain
strict purdah, but even beaten
up women in main thorough-
fares of Kabul for, according to
them, the women were improp-
erly dressed. They prohibited
wnm:n'#nlngi_ outside their
houses. After a few days of such
a disgraceful announcement re-
vealing gender discrimination.
however the leadership in
Kabul made public a softer pol-
icy for the women, according to

ich women would be allowed
to go to schools and will return
to work in ‘government offices’.
'‘According to Islamic rules edu-
cation is a must for women and
is not limited for either men
or womern, the caretaker deputy
foreign minister Sher Meo-
hammad Stanzakai was quoted
to have said.

force
the

Excesses Must Stop 1n
Afghanistan

Mohammad Kamal Nasser

with and without spine, why
can't we also give them distin-
guishing AWARDS. For the
spineless — han from a
string to get the c of verte-
bras str L as well as activeil!
Recently | injured my foot
and along with it my waist after
a bad slip. Some [riends and
relatives, seeing the pain | suf-
ﬁl:'imdli told me to check and re-
check my spine. It me real
worTied, {necauﬂ: ndlt?:erl want
to have a flexible one or be
S . because | detest peo-
e with those two faults.
hanks to Allah that the slip
spared that valuable part of my
bendy and pray it remains so.
The writer is the Spectal
Correspondent with Agence

France-Presse (AFP). Dh i

Even the photographers of
newspapers have been ordered

v take photograph of inami-
mate Lhings i.e. everything
other than human ;

The absence of rule of law,
hanging without any trials and
deprivation of basic human
rights is now a very common
feature in the day-to-day life of
the Afghan people. Dr Najibul-
lah a former communist presi-
dent was dragged out of his shel-
:::Erfin t:l]c United Nations uﬂ;nig

ore he was hanged in
for the offence of beari p': dif-
ferent opinion. His was
Eltn?ln display in the streets of

Afghanistan is now a coun-
try of widespread violence,
death and destruction which
the country can no |} af-
ford. Possibility of elfective
reconciliation between feuding

arties looks dim because the
‘laalihan's record of honouring
truce or agreements is very
poor. There is a little bit hope
that already UN and a few other
global powers have
their dismay at and disa
of the manner in which the
militia are conducting
themselves.

However, the United States
is Freasing hard the ruling
Afghan faction to work towards
national reconciliation. The
US is also raising concern in
respectl of human rights, wom-
en's rights. international ter-
rorisnm and narcotics trade.

Reflecting growing alarm in
Russia over the victory of the
Islamic militants in
Afghanistan President Boris
Yeltsin called for a regional
summit and had talks with his
foreign minister. The secretary
eneral of the UN warned the

aliban saying that the gender
discrimination could seriously
affect the UN relief operation
and ongoing relief pro-
rammes. The United States
1ad also warned the Taliban
against curtailment of women's
rights and human rights at
large.

Afghanistan under of Tal-
iban is marching towards such
a destination ich cannot be
supported by conscious and
sensible people of the world.
Therefore, il can tly be said
that it is the high time to do
something concrete to compel
the fundamentalist Taliban
forces to halt their excesses in
the name of religion. Such dis-
tortion of Islamic ideals and
values, according to analysts.
should immediately stop for the

ater interest of not only the

han but for the free-
dom and dtmnrrnrr-luﬂﬂf

people all over the world,
of course the religion itsell.




