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addressing as chief guest the inaugural session ol a

3-day national convention on 'women and poverty, organised by Women for Women at
the auditorium of the Academy for Planning and Development in the city yesterday

PM tells non-resident Bangladeshis

Develop your country
thru' investment

NEW YORK. Oct 26: Prime
‘Mimister Sheikh Hasina here
vesierday urged the non-resi
dent Bangladeshis to develop
their country through invest-
ment, reports BSS,

"Evervone living abroad has
feelings for his own soil
Therefore. if you make invest
ment in Bangladesh it would
help the country” she said while
addressing the non-resident
Bangladeshis at a New York
hotel.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Chiel Whip Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, Minister of
State for Law and
Farliamentary Affairs Abdul
Matin Khasru. Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim MFP. chairman of
Board of Investment and
Secretaries accompanying the
prime minister and some lead
ing businessmen from
Bangladesh were present.

e Prime minister had a
very free and [rank exchange of
views with non-resident
Bangladeshis on the country's
present economy and politics.

Former FBCC] president
salman F Rahman and a lead-
ing Businessman A § Mahmud
took part in the discussion.

Sheikh Hasina said her gov-
ernmgnt has been providing
good opportunities to both for-

Police, mob clash
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angry people did not want to
hand over the alleged mugger Lo
police as they wanted the
money to bhe returned first. The
situatlion became volatile when
the police asked Kabir Lo go to
thana and file a case, witnesses
sald.

Meanwhile. a large number
of share certificates were al-
legedly damaged during the
clash.

The Deputy Commissioner
(East) of the Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Police, Naim Ahmed, was
among those injured in the
hour-long clash, police said.
The injured police men were
taken to the police hospital.
The other injured were taken to
different city clinics.

Police arrested Hobu while
Faizul Kabir filed a case with
Motijheel thana in connection
with the snatching. Police filed
a case against the 21 arrested
persons on charges of attacking
the police. Motijheel police
said.

The traffic movement on the
busy roads of the Motijheel
commercial area was suspended
with the clash spreading from
the Shapla Square to the Ittefaq
crossing.

Sparks protest
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agafnst him with different po-
lice stations in the city, police
said.

Local people said that about
50 people. mostly teenagers,
brought out a procession on the
road near the Farmgate over-
bridge at around 1:30 pm

rotesting the arrest of Anwar.
were associates of Anwar,
locals said.

At one stage Lhe unruly
youths started pelting stones on
vehicles and ransacking shops

beside the roads, locals added.

Police gheraoed the whole
area and arrested eight persons.
They were identified as Shiplu,

19, Mofazzal, 18, Ibrahim
Khalil, 16, Fazle Elahi alias
Dilu, 17, Mofiz, 18, Biddyut, 17,
Zakir Hossain, 15, and Abu
Naser. 17, police sources said.
Police also picked up one Sal-
imullah from the spot who was,
however, later released as he
was not involved in the ram-
page, police added.

A case was lodged with Tej-
gaon thana in this connection,
police said. :

eign and non-resident
Bangladeshi investors to make
investment which would create
job opportunities for the unem-
ployed.

She said the people had
achieved their right to vote
through a long struggle and now
the task ahead was to remove
poverty and hunger,

The prime minister laid em-
phasis on political stability for
unhindered economic activities
in Bangladesh.

She referred to the demo-
cratic movements in the coun-
try during the last 21 years and
said such movements could be
averted had the past govern-
ments honoured democracy and
refrained from corruption.

Sheikh Hasina said that she
believed in democracy and
would run the government till
the people had confidence in
her,

Kidnapped boy
returns home

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 26: A teenage
boy reportedly kidnapped on
Friday returned home last
night.

Anup Sarker, a student of
class eight of Barisal Zilla
School. was abducted by some
unidentified persons from the
school gate last Friday.

Barisal police immediately
began a hunt for the missing
boy. But before they could make
any headway in their search
operation. Anup himself man-
aped to escape from a hideout of
the kidnappers at a village un-
der Rajapur thana of Perojpur
district =1 might.

Khaleda

From Fage 1

Asked about the corruption
charges against her and her
family members. she said the
government was afraid of her
increasing popularity. This is
why the charges were brought
intentionally, she added.

“"We cannot trust India....
India has not been fair with
us.... India wants to transport
arms and ammunition to its
south-eastern states through
Bangladesh.... This would put
our national sovereignty at
stake.” Begum Zia said on
lransit issue.

On the issue of the
for buying electricity from In-
dia. the BNP chairperson said
Bangladesh has tremendous po-
tential to produce more power
and meet the domestic demand.
"The purchase of electricity
will be a serious disincentive to
the local industries.”

Replying to a question,
Khaleda said her government
held talks with New Delhi at
highest level to resolve the
G Water Sharing issue, but
“nothing came off."

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, however, promised to per-
form like a responsible opposi-
tion leader and extend full co-
operation to the government
provided Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina “rose from petty
party politics and gave neces-

sary importance to national is-
SLes,

Yasmin murder
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roposal

permission to Barrister Amirul

Islam and some others to Aap-
pear for the prosecution, they

Some veteran lawyers in-
cluding Justice. Abdul Malik
will come from Dhaka to appear
for the defence, the sources said.

Meanwhile, the Special
Judge's Court and its mises
were packed today wltﬂm peo
of all classes, some cnmﬂlieg
[rom Dinajpur, to witness the
trial. Strong security measures

were taken to maintain law and
order there.

Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Printed & Published by A. 8. Mahmud,

ng Director, on

behalf of Mediaworld Litd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, from
City Publishing House Ltd, 80, Kakrail, Dhaka-1000. Editorial,
News & Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road No: 8,
Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 500092-4, Commercial:
500091 (Direct), Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable:
DAILYSTAR, DHAKA. Email: dstar@bangla. net

— Star photo

Women's rights
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“The womeniolk is neglected
and deprived ol fundamental
human rights. The problems of
rural women are much more se
rious,” she said. adding that
women are not getting due
recognition ot their gontribu
tion to various m*turs’

Presided over by President of
the Women for Women Salma
Khan, the inaugural function
was also addressed by Shaheen
Anam of the PRIP Trust. Dr
Khaleda Salahuddin delivered
the welcome address and ex-
plained the theme of the con-
vention.

Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman,
Dr Rita Afsar, Simeen Mahmud
and Dr Khaleda Salahuddin
will present keynote papers on
various topics related to the
theme of the convention.
University teachers and re-
searchers will take part in dis-
cussion.

About 150 researchers. de-
velopment activists, NGO execu-

tives and journalists Irom dif-
ferent parts of the country are
attending the convention which
will review and discuss in detail
the state ol women and poverty
in Bangladesh.

Bus services
from Barisal
suspended

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 26: Bus service
between Barisal and other
laces remained suspended
rom this moming. The disrup-
tion in communication fol-
lowed a conflict between the
Barisal Bus Owners Samity and
the newly-introduced Dakhhin
Bangla Bus Owners Samity.
sources said.

Two buses of Samity were
reportedly damaged at
Bhurghate on Friday.

3 shops, 6 houses
gutted

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 26: Three
shops and six houses were gut-
ted in a fire at Sadar road of
Kalapara thana headquarters
in Patuakhali district last
night, witnesses said.

3 Jamaat MPs quit NA seats

Pak opposition stage

anti tax strike

ISLAMABAD. Oct 26 Pak-
istani opposition parties and
business groups staged a party
effective anti-tax strike today
and an Islamist party said po-
lice had rounded up thousands
of its supporters to try to dis
rupt further protests, reports
Reuter.

The Jamaat-i-Islami (JI)
Ea said the security forces

ad detained more than 5.500
of its aclivists to prevent them
from taking in a march on
Islamabad planned for Sunday.

Islamabad-based Jl spokes-
man Owvals Qasim. said the

party's leader. Qazi Hussain
Ahmad, was in hiding. "He is on
the move to avoid arrest. ™
Qasim said. "He is being chased
by police ~

An Interior Minister spo-
kesman said the JI figure for
detainees was exaggerated. but
could not say how many people
had been seized. He denied that

the Jl leader was being sought.

"All this fuss is a smoke-
screen designed to hide what
they know will be a failed
event,” he said.

Three JI members of par
Lhamenl resigned their seats in
the National Assembly (lower
house) on Saturday. following
the example of Ahmad. who
quit his seat last month in an
attemp! to put pressure on
Pritne Minister Benazir Bhutto
to resign

Qasim said the
go ahead with its
a mass sit-in outside the par-
liament building as of its
campaign against gov-

ernment corruption.

Many a markets and busi-
nesses stayed shut in cities
across Pakistan today in re-
sponse to strikes called by Pﬁ
position parties led by the -
istan Muslim League and the
federation of Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry,
witnesses said.

ISLAMABAD, Oct 26: Para-
out and traim services to
Islamabad as an in-
fluential fundamentalist Is-
lamic party ignored a -
ment call t: cancel its m
march on the city, officials and
witnesses said today, reports
AFP.

Hut what had heen billed as .
general nationwide strike
proved for from total There
was little disruption to trans
port and many factories and
small shops remained opern.

In Lahore, stone-throwing
wrotesters burned tyres and el
igies of Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto in three localities
provoking minor clashes with
police  No injuries were re
ported

“Hartal observed

at Dumuna

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Oct 26 Hartal was
observed today at Dumuria al
the call of Khulna district BNP
to protest “terrorism’ by Awaimg
League actlivislts there on
Friday

Life was paralysed 11

Dumuria as vehicles kept out
the Khulna-Satkhira road and
shops and academic institu
tions remained closed.

Local BNP leaders at a rally
in the afternoon condemned the
alleged attack at Gutudia on
Friday and claimed that at least
ten ple were injured in the
incident. They demanded ex-
emplary punishment to the at-
lacﬁcrs and immediate transier
ol the OC of Dumuria lor al-
legedlv giving cover 1o them,

Electric cable

seized
BARISAL. Oct 26: CID police
seized 200 hﬁl of stolen alu-
minum electric wires from a
fact here today.
ce said that acting on a
secret information, they raided
the factory at Kashipur under
Sadar thana and arrested
Nurul and Khalil Mollah man-
ager and proprietor of the fac-
lory respectively.

Muggers
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the FIR.
As soon ias she parked her
car in front of a house in Lake

Circus and came out. the mug-

gers gheraoed her, brandished a
dagpger and threatened not to

shout. One of them stabbed Ze-
bunnesa in her right leg and el-
bow and took away her hand
bag which contained the
money. her passport, an air-
lines ticket and some impor-
tant documents, police said.

Zebunnesa, wife of Alauddin
Ahmed, a resident of Dhan-
mondi. was supposed to visit
Inclia shortly. She was taken to
a local hospital, police added.

A case was lodged with
Dhanmondi thana but none
was arrested in this connection
till last night.

Pabna Sugar Mills
starts production
in December

DASHUDIA, (Ishurdi). Oct 26
The newly buillt Pabna Sugar
Mills at a cost of Taka B4 crore
in expected to go into production

i1 next December, an official |
sald today, reports |

handout
HBSS.
The sugar mills, being con-
structed on 45 acres, has an
annual production target of 16
thou 600 tonnes.
Meanwhile. the sugarcane
crushing season for the current
year has began. Commerce and

Industries Minister Tolael
Ahmed formally inaugurated
the new crushing season in
Rajshahi Sugar Mills, Natore
Sugar Mills and North Bengal
Sugar Mills on Friday.

Official sources said that the
iotal production target for the
14 sugar mills of the count
this year had been fixed at 2
lakh tonnes ol sugar.

Kidnapped French
diplomat freed

ADEN, Oct 26: A French
diplomat, kidnapped in Yemen
five days ago, was handed aver
to negotiators by his captors to-
day who were expected to hand
him over to the authorities
sooil. a Yemeni official said.

The French diplomat will be
handed over to Yemeni author-
ities and the French embassy
within three hours.” the
spokesman for the governor of
Marib province Abdul Wali Al-
shumaini told Reuters.

Zairean towns

From Page 1]

all expatriate aid personnel are
to be relocated. We have re-
ceived authorisation for three
flights from Bukavu to Uganda
today.” said Paul Strul:nbclr_r,. a
spokesman for the UN High
Commissioner for Relugees
(UNHCRJ.

"Plans are being drawn up
for the total of 98 expatriates.
UN and NGO (non-governmen-
tal organisation), to be taken
out including 16 UNHCR staff.”
he added by telephone from
Kigali.

. had denied making
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Pakistan, India
expel each
other’s diplomats

ISLAMABAD. Ot
Pakistan today accused an
indian diplomat of and
ordered him to leave the coun-
try within seven days, the state-

run news agency reported. says

AP

AK Wahi an of the
Indian High Commission in
Islamabad was “"caught red
handed while purchasing in-
formation of a sensitive nature
froom his local contact.” re-
jnt1ed the Associated Press of

Fakistan.

e was no himmediate
comiitil froin New Delhi.
Keuter lrom Delhi avdds. In

din ordered also 1he expulsion
ol a Pakistani diplomat whom
police had earlier been detained
and accused for acquiring secret
cloruments on the navy from an
Inddian contact. a government
nllicial said today

An Indian police spokesman
said the diplomat. named as
Hafiz Ahmeda Khosa, had been
detained on Friday after he was
alleged to have ac ed the se
cret documents on the southern

taval command from an Indian
<t ckent

Suu Kyi ventures
from home

YANGON, Oct 26: Pro-
Do Caumpound and ot g tb eee
%M?F ts. reports

There had been speculation
earlier this week that the mili-
tary authorities who rule
Myanmar had confined her to
her home in the wake of the
demonstration.

Sources within the military
such a
move. but refused to allow all
but her closest associates to

visit her home, where the tele-
phone line has apparently been
cut.

Suu Kyi, the head of the Na-
tional League for Denmn:ragé
was driven this morning to
home of Tin Oo, a party ty.
whose 10-year-old granddau%—
ter was celebrating her birth-
day.

In similar-warded state-
ments Thursday, the US State
Department and the British
Foreign Office demanded .that
Myanmar's military rulers
"immediately and uncondi-
tionally” release 78-year-old
Kyi Maung., a soldier-turned-
activist who was imprisened on
pggéical charges from 1990 to
1 ;

26: |

- Chamber of

| Chamber of Commerce

A 10-member delegation of
the DCCI Jeft Dhaka
for a 19-day visit to China.
Japan. Korea and Malaysia 1o
prommote bilateral business and
explore investment opportuni-
ties for the coumtry, reports
IUNB

President of Dhaka

C hamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) Ali-Hossain
Hasan who is now in New York
as a member of the Prime
Minister' s entourage. will join
arl lead the "Business and
investment Promotion
Delegation”™ fromm China.
During the visit. the DCCI
delegation will highlight the

O ial business conditions
and the investment uni-
ties now prevailing in

Haqqrwk.m

delegation will also dis-
cuss various issues relating to
the promotion of bilateral trade
and prospect of joint venture
investment with the promisi
investors at the individua
level

The delegation members,
cluring their stay in China, will
visit the International Fair at
Gungzhou International
Exhibition Centre.

In the Republic of Korea. the
delegation will join an invest-
men! seminar at Pusan
Commerce and
Industry (PCCI) and sign a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with the PCCI.

In Japan., the DCCI delega-
Lion will meeti with t
Nishio Chamber of Commerce
and Indusiry and Osaka
and
Industry.

The members of the mission
will hold discussion with the
Malay Chamber of Commerce
Malaysia and sign memoran-

. dum of understanding (MOU)

] F[-n.ilia-p,
o staged

| 5€
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tional principles of water-shar-
ing between an upper and a
lower riparian and admitting
the hardship of the Bangladesh
ple by agreeing to a "satis-
actory and guaranteed level of
water flow in the proposed
ement,” said an analyst.
The Daily Star learnt that
Bangladesh has been provided

with the data on the quantum of

water flow at Farakka. Accord-
ing to the figures made avail-
able, the lowest flow at Farakka
this year during the last 10 days
of the lean season (April 21-30)
was recorded a 58,000 cusec.
The average flow during April
this year was 63,000 cusec.
These figures, experts pointed
out, were similar to that in the
early Seventies at Farakka
point. :
Bangladesh, sources con-

cerned inted out, received
around 16,000 cusec water on
an aver

e durinf April this
year while the lowest

recorded on one day was 14,696
cusec. Last year, Bangladesh re-

celved on an average 13,500

cusec during the lean season. In
last year, it received

April
lg.ﬂﬂﬂ cusec and a record low of
9.400 cusec du a 10-day lean

period in April, 1993.
It ap

being diverted through Farakka
feeder canal during dry sea-
son from January to May. with

the stated objective of flushing
the Calcutta Port. It is learnt
from different published re-

and other sources that the
Calcutta Port has lost its effec-
tiveness because of lowered
to restriction of
ble draft and the diver-
sion of shipping cargo to the

traffic due
na

Haldia port.

That withdrawals of around
40,000 cusec have been made

flow

pears [rom available
statistics thal on an average
nearly 40,000 cusec water was

Delhi talks on terms, quan

through the Farakka fecder
canal during the 1996 dry sea-
son can be deduced il statistics
of water flow available at
Farakka point is compared
with the quantum of water re-
ceived by Bangladesh, said ana-
lysts close to the Water Re-
sources Minjstriylr.

In January this year, the av-
erage flow at Farakka was

1,07,000 cusec while Bangla-
desh received around 65,000
cusec. In February, it was

97.000 cusec at Farakka while
Bangladesh received around
50,000 cusec; in March it was
82,000 cusec on the indian side
and 30,000 cusec on the Bangla-
desh side; in April it was 63.000
cusec at Farakka and around
16,000 cusec on the Bangladesh
side while in May it was 73,000
cusec at the Farakka and 40,000
cusec on the Ban sh side. In
May this year, which is the last
month of the dry season, there
seemed to . have been a
significant aggregate increase,
according to sources concerned.
The first agreement on wa-
tcr*aharing between Bangla-
desh and India was signed on
April 18,1975 by the water
resources ministers of the two
countries — Abdur Rab Ser-
niabat of Bangladesh and
Jagjivan Ram of India — follow-
ing India's decision to test run
the feeder canal of the Farakka
Barrage. The agreement cover-
ing a 41-day period — April 21
to May 31 — provided that India
guuid withdraw 11,000 cusec
uring the 10-day lean in
Apﬂlllgwhen th :Ynﬂnlmﬂt;ndﬂnw
was 55,000 cusec and could in-
crease it to a maximum of
16,000 cusec in the last 10 days
of May when the flow at
Farakka increased and could
exceed 70,000 cusec as was also
the case this year. It can be in-
ferred that from the remainder

of the flow, B wiou el

ter during the leanest period in
1975.

Earlier, the then grime
ministers of Bangladesh and
India on May 16. 1974, expre-
ssed their determination thro-
ugh a declaration that they
would mutually on an al-
location of waters available
during the periods of minimum
flow. Although India had said it
would not run the Barrage be-
fore a permanent agreement
was reached. it started unilat-
eral withdrawals and commis-
sioned the Farakka Barrage.

The 1977 MOU

In 1977, the Iwo countries
signed an agreemnent for shar-

ing the dry seasdon flow for a pe-
riod of five years (1978-1982).
In 1982, the two sides signed an
MOU for sharing the Ganges
flow during 1983 and 1984. In
1985, in the absence of an un-
derstanding there was no shar-
ing of the Ganges flow. The two
countries signed another MOU
in November, 1985, for three
years from 1986 to 1988. Since

the expiry of the last MOU,
there has n no accord since
the dry season of 1989.

In the agreement signed on
November 5, 1977, it was
worked out that the leanest wa-
ter flow available at Farakka
would be divided on a pro rata
sharing basis, with Bangladesh
receiving 60 per cent and India
retaining 40 per ceni. Accord-
ingly, it was eed that from
the total flow of 55.000 cusec,
India would retain 20,500 cusec
while Bangladesh would receive
34,500 cusec the lean pe-
riods. But to as to
Bangladesh in case of any drop
in flow, a rantee clause was
inserted in the 1977 accord
which specified that Bangla-
desh would receive at least
27 600 cusec during any lean

, which was 80 per cent of

the agreed quantum of 34,500

of water

CLUSEeC.

Proposed agreement

The quantum of water to be
shared under the proposed
agreement will have to be based
on a mutually agreed ratio.
sources concerned noted. Ear-
lier, based on the data from
1948 to 1973, the availability of
flow at Farakka was agreed
upon and experts feel that there
is no need now to review these
agreed figures, which showed
55.000 cusec at the lowest. More
so, when the same level of water
still exists at Farakka point,
they added.

K Gujral had said at the
conclusion of his recent visit to
Dhaka that the quantum of wa-
ter in a proposed agreement
would be decided by studying
the 'ground availability’ (quan-
tum) and the needs of Bangla-
i The Daily S

i to e Dali tar
rrc:nt]yl?gﬁbdur Razuz said
that Bangladesh would seek a
permanent solution to the wa-
ter crisis so that the country
could formulate a national wa-
ler resources management pol-
icy. He also mentioned that the
country is suffering colossal
environmental dam and is
being adversely affected by in-
trusion of salinity and loweri
of ground water level as a resul
of recurrent low flows durin
the dry season in the absence

an t for several rs.
:ithnugh experis in mka

and Delhi may slightly differ
on the quantum of flow at-
tributing it to the absence of

joint monitoring for several

years, "a reconciliation of ﬁ
ures” would be eaﬂlgrpo-nd

given the right type of political
will. Besides Bangladesh as a
lower riparian would also seek
to be assured of a guaranteed

level of flow so that it could
immediately embark on its na-

tional water t pol-
out.

icy. analysts

Top UNICEF
official cancels
Dhaka visit

By Staff Reporter
Stephen wis, Depu
huugn Dn'ilg- of Umgl"v
has his visit to

because of the grow-
ing crisis in Eastern Zaire.
Lewis was scheduled to inau-

urate the new office of the
NICEF in the city at 7 pm to-
day. UNICEF sources, however

| said, the new office will be ln:

augurated as per schedule.

President

From Page 1

tional institutions could be
sto ., the President said dis-
g the contentions.

One of his suggestions was
temporary suspension of so-
called student politics on the
campus provided all political
parties agreed. "This meant if
any the sugges-
tion will automatically fall
through.," the President ob-

JAGPA president Shafiul
Alam Prodhan led the delega-
tion.

PM: Raphel

From Page 1

Minister of the lunction of their
respective organisations in
Bangladesh. - -

asina sou support o
UNDP to tnhan%:e the cg:uve
ness of the parliamentary sys-
temm in Bangladesh in the con-
text of better governance.

She also urged UNDP and
other agencies to focus on
poverty eradication and effec-
tiveness of the local govern-
ments in Bangladesh.

Accident

From Page 1

five were rushed to Jhenidah
Sadar hospital.

A young man was killed
when a tempo hit another one
standing at Katakhali crossing
on Magura-Mongla road today,
UNB quoting police said.

Mollah Abu Syeed (28) who
was in the tempoo died on the
spot.
A Sirajganj reporis says, one
person was killed and 40 others
injured as two passenger buses
collided at Jangleebari on
Bogra-Nagarbari highway to-

Fldcnuty of the killed could
not be known. Of the injured
three were admitted to hospital
and the rest were given first aid
at the local hospital., doctors
said.

Police said the accident oc-
curred when Dhaka bound bus
from Chilamari and another
Bogra bound bus (rom
Nagarbari collided head on at
about 12 noon,

Another reports says. A
middle-aged man was killed
and 15 others injured. five seri-
ously. when a coach rammed a
jeep on Chittagong-

hagrachhari Highway in
Manikchhari thana today.

Police and witnesses said the
Khagrachhari-bound coach
from Chittagong collided with
the from e direction
at area at about 5 pm.

Both the vehicles caught fire
and an unidentified man re-
ceiving severe burm wounds died
on the . The seriously in-

jured ot s were rushed to

Chittagong Medical College

| Hospital

between the two countries.
(Ot her members of the

tion are DCCl1 Directors
Mahbubuzzaman, Ashraf
Chowhdury. MA Momen,
Arshad Ali. Manzur Hossain.

Mashuk Hossain and members
Khondoker Shab Uddin,
Nazmul Hossain Khan, Anisur
Rahman and DCCI joint secre-
tary Momtazul Islam.

Prabarana

Purnima
celebrated

CHITTAGONG. Oct 26:
Prabarana Purnima. one of the
major festivals of the Bud-
dhists. was celebrated here Lo-
day with due religious fervour
and traditional enthusiasm,

s BSS
Members of the Buddhist
community celebrated the

‘Purnima’ marking the end of
the three-month- seclusion
of the Buddhist monks and be-
g:nh;grnf one-month-long yel-

-robe-giving ceremony 1o-
morrow

Religious ceremonies were
held in all monasteries and of-
fices of various Buddhist or
isations in the city. The day's
programme was heralded with
chanting of the sacred verses
from the Tripitaka and hoist-
ing of the national and reli-
gious flags atop all monasteries.

Shilgrahan, mass prayer,
blood donation, discussion. and
pradip puja were included in the
programme,

e chief attraction of the
Purnima was releasing of
lighted baloons in the evening
from all monasteries at the
same time amid chanting of

scriptures and other rites and
rituals.

Girl rescued

ORT communication

campaign begins
today

A massive communication
campaign begins today to check
diarrhoea, a disease that kills
some 125,000 children a year
and has been the country's

main health problem, reports

UNB.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed will ina ate the 18-
month-long Oral Rehydration

Therapy (O Commumication
Campaign in the capital. Health
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf said
yesterday, announcing the
campaign programine. -
Addressing a news-briefing
session in the ministry’'s con-
lerence room, he said the pro-
gramme aimed at changing
people’'s longstanding habits
through a massive awareness

and communication ¢
over the next ﬂnbang-hnlf
years.

Pre-winter
From Page 1

ternoon, ey clouds began
E;thering iﬁr ti‘;c south-east. As

sun set, the clouds blanketed
the full moon and sparked ofl
lightnings.

Droplets of rains slowly
turned into heavy showers after
6:30 pm. catching many
pa off-guard and forcing
them and rickshawpullers, cy-
clists and motor-bikers scurry-
ing for shelter. During the
heavy rains, a massive jam
stranded traffic for about an
hour at Kawran DBazar.
Hundreds of vehicles formed
over a mile-long queue on the
busy Airport Road.

ngt traffic also slowed down
in many other areas of the city
as the roads went under water.
The situation was worse in
Motijheel. Gulistan. Purana
Paltan and Kakrail areas.

The rainfall recorded by the

Met office yesterday eveni
was: Kutubdia-25 mm, &
11 mm. Barisal-11 mm,

Khepupara- 10 mm, Cox's Bazar-
8 mm and Painakhali-2 mym.

Thakur

From Page 1
13 from Chandina thana in

Comilla district and was taken
on ice remand twice.

rlier. on October 20, Lance

Naik (retd) Sheikh M Younus

Ali
statement to the CMM Court.

alsp made confessional

The CMM Court allowed re-

vival of the jail-killing case in
the second week of September
while a receptionist-cum-resi-
gcnl
A

leln, Mahitul Islam, filed
the Mujib-killing case with
Dhanmondi pelice on Octeo-
ber 2.

rsonal assistant of
ndhu Sheikh

Criminal Investigation De-

ment (CID} is investigating
two cases.



