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N avy chief meets
President

Chief of Naval Stafl Rear
Admiral Mohammad Nurul Is
lam called on President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed at Banga
bhaban yesierday. The Navy
Chief stayed with the President
at his residence oflice for some

time, said an official handout,
reports UNB

Chiel ol General Staff ot
British Army General Sir Cha
rles Guthrie arrived in Dhaka
yesterday on a six-day goodwill
visit Lo Bangladesh. [SPR said
He is accompanied by his wile
and a two-member delegation
Chief of Armiy Staff Lieutenant
General Muhammad Mahbubur
Rahman. Begum Rahman and
other senior army officers
received the pguests at the Zia
International Airporl. reports
BSS.

chairman
transferred
By Staff Correspondent

Chairman of Privausation
Board Muhammad Matiur
Rahman has been transferred
and appointed Secretary ol
Statistics Division while
Wahidul Huq. Director of Na
tional Security Intelligence
(NSI). has been appointed acung
Director General. says a pgov-
ermnunent handout

Transport strike
in Cox's Bazar

COX'S BAZAR. Oct 26 Trans-
Eort owners and employees
ave called an indefinite strike
on Teknaf-Cox's Bazar Highway
from tomorrow. Locals said the
strike was called following
Saturday's attack on two buses
and assault on transport wor-
kers by a section of students of
Ukhia College in the district,
reporis UNB.

Tk 60,000 snatched

in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Oct 26: Ar-
med snatchers took away Tk
60.000 from a petrol pump
ma r while he was carrying
the money to a bank at Eladur
tola under Panchlaish thana

today. police said
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MI:.MG FOR WEEKLY HGLIDH.Y The Natmnﬂl GEI'DJEDtE Workers Federation tNhWFJ yesterday submitted a memo-
randum to Labour Ministry demanding weekly holiday for the garment workers. Before submitting the memorandum,
the garments workers held a rally at Topkhana road in the city. The NGWF leaders condemned the violation of human
rights, ILO conventions and labour laws of the country in the garments sector,

— Star photo

@he Daily Star

KARTIK 12 1403 BS. AMADI-US-SANI 13 1417 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

""""“m

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

Flow at Farakka 55000 cusec in leanest period'

The political and technical
spadework outlining the broad
terms and the guantum of
Ganges water to be shared in the
proposed accord between Ba-
ngladesh and India is likely to
be done duﬂn%{the forthcoming
visit of Water Resources Minis-
ter Abdur Razzak to the Indian
capital.

Razzak leaves for Delhi to-
morrow on a three-day official
visit. He will hold talks wiih
his Indian counterpart Jan-
hheshwar Mishra, External Af-
fairs Minister 1 K Gujral and
other top leaders. He is likely to
pay a courtesy call on ane
Minister Deve Gowda.

Chief Minister of West Ben-

By M Anwarul Haq
gal Jyoti Basu, who is a key [ig-

ure in the Indian political
scene, is also scheduled to be in
New Delhi during the Bangla-

desh minister's visit and is
expected to hold talks with him.

Experts noted that the flow
ol water at Farakka point was
still swelling up to 55,000 cusec
or more during the lean period,
based on which the past accords
and agreements between the two
countries were signed,

The availability of 55.000
cusec water at Farakka point
during the leanest period is al-
most similar to that in the mid-
Severnlies although there has
been some "human interven-
Lions” at the upper reaches of

Delhi talks this week on
terms, quantum of water

the (Ganges. the experts pointed
ol

Although officials in both
Dhaka and Delhi are tightli-
pped on the proportion of
water-sharing, they intend to
agree that considering the vol-
ume of water still available at
Farakka point, India should
noit be having any difficulty in
arriving at an accord which can
provide "a very significant

vantum of water" to Bangla-
esh during the dry season,
obiservers say.

"For India it would be a lit-
mius test of friendship. It is also
a matter ol showing political
goodwill based on [air interna-
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Raphel tells Prime Minister

Dhaka on right track

to woo 1nvestors

NEW YORK, Oct 26: US
Assistant Secretary of State
Robin Raphel has said that
Bangladesh is taking right steps
to encourage investment by for-
eign investors, reports UNB.

During a mee with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Friday afternoon. the US offi-
cial expressed her satisfaction
over the interest shown by lead-
ing US businessmen about
Bangladesh.

phel called on the Prime
Minister at her hotel suite and
discussed maiters relating to
romotion of business and bi-
ateral relations. She said US-
Bangladesh business will be
boosted in the days.

A group of more than 50
leading US businessmen met
wilh. Sheikh Hasina earlier in

B
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Assistant Secretary of State Ms Robin Ruphpl tullml Oon }‘nnu Minister Sheikh Hasina

cial congratulated Hasina for
her government's steps for
opening up the country's econ-
omy and h that this would
help Bangladesh in promoting
foreign investment.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina raised the issue of dou-
ble taxation and said early con-
clusion of a treaty on the avoid-
ance of double taxation would
facilitate more investment in
Bangladesh.

Reciprocating, Ms Raphel
said, "it is important” and gave
the assurance that she would

ush for it in favour of
adesh.
phel appreciated the gov-
ernment plans giving emphasis
on energy sector and also on
poverty alleviation and expan-
sion of education.

She said B _ h should

improve its ons

at Girand Hayat Hotel in New York Fnday

neighbours and described the
seven-nation SAARC as the best
forum for the purpose.

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh is trying to improve
its relationship with its neigh-
bours and resolve all outstand-
ing disputes through bilateral
negotiation.

Foreign Minister Abdus

Samad Azad, Chief Whip Abul
Hasnai Abdullah. State
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Abul Hasan {;'huwdhury and US
Ambassador to Bangladesh
David N Merrill were present in
the meeting.

Earlier, Hasina had a lun-
cheon meeting with the heads of

UN agencies like UNDP.
UNICEF, UNFPA and WFP at
the UN ariters.

The chiels of the UN agernicies
apprised the Bapgladesh Prime
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Target- -oriented programmes must
to ensure women'’s rights: Kibria

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria vesterday said Larget
oriented and practical pro
grammes are essential for en
suring fundamental rights of
women and alleviating poverty

of women in the country, re
poris UNB
He termed the Food for

Education Programme a
poverty-alleviation measure, as
a populist” programme used lor
political motive in which the
leachers are seen more busy in
distribution than in

| teaching. "We should redesign

| the p

ed
Kibria was addressing the
inaugural session of a three-day
National Convention on
Women and Poverty organised

rogramme.” he s

bw a st and research gro
Wmmﬁ Women, at the EIleP
torium of the Academy for
Planning and Development at
Nilkhet in the f“ﬁj

“Women should be incorpo
rated in the stream of develop-
meént through programme
based planning.” he said and
sought active participation and
cooperation from women's or
ganisations in developing a
pra tic plan for it.

he inance Minister

siressed the need for atiaching

top most rity to women ed-
ucation Jor alleviating their
poverty

Speaking at the function
Agriculture, Food. Disaster
Management and Reliel

Minister Begum Matia
Chowdhury said the govern
ment is pledge-bound to reduce
poverty of women and prevent
feminization ol poverty

She said as part ol the lol-
lowup programmes of Beijing
Conference on Womer . the min
istries concerned would dentily
the problems of women engaged

in agriculture and prepare
recommendations in this re-
,i.{.idr{i

The Agriculture Minister

said a handful of urban people
were enjoying the fruits of de-
velopment leaving the vast
majority including women de-
prived. As o result. the number
of poor is on the rise

See Page |12 Col 3

Two Zairean towns fall to rebels

BUKAVU, (Zaire}] Oct 26
Tutsi rebels were reported today

| to have seized two towns in

eastern Zaire and aid workers
2did some 200 000 Rwandan

| refugees were on the move, re-

i
!

|

| north Kivu

| poris Reuter

Military sources and state
radio in Burundi said the town
ol Uvira at the northern end of
inke Tanganyika had fallen to
the rebels after two days of bat-
tle with Zairean forces.

Aid workers in Goma. east-
ern Zaire, and in Geneva said
| Tutsi fighters had also captured
the town of Rutshuru km
fremm Goma City. the capital of
province
The complex multi sided

conflict convulsing much of

ared to be
the 1.1 mil-

ugees based in

eastern Zaire ap
spreading throu
hon Rwandan r
the area.

For the first time. large
number of Rwandan refugees
were reported to be on the move
in the Goma region north ol
here

Rutshuru is only 10 km away
from sprawling camps home to
700.000 Hutus.

Some 200.000 refugees from

Chinese national
shot in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 26 A
Chinese national working in
Raozan 210 MW station
sustained bullet wound when
unidentified gunmen opened
fire on him today. said

Bas Xyaw Dong was admitted
to a private clinic in the city for
treatment .

Kibumba camp near Goma are
heading down the road towards
Llie city.” said a Nairobi-based
UN official. who declined to be
identified

He said aid workers de-
scribed the town of Rutshuru as
a war zone and added it ap
peared the attackers were for
mer Tutsi residents ol Lhe
Masisi region near CG-oma

Nearly 300 000 Rwandan
and Burundian refugees were
uprooted from camps in south
Kivu province by fighting in the
past week

Meanwhile the United
Nations will send planes to the
eastern Zairean town of Bukavu
today to evacuate some 100 UN
and other aid workers due to
worsening security  officials
said.

All Bukavu oflice stalf and

See Page 12 col 5
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My suggestion on
student politics
misunderstood,
says President

President Justice Shah.b
uddin Ahmed said that all the
political parties should arrive
al consensus on issues ol vital
national interests, reporls
UNB.

Referring to the current ex-
pression of thoughts and views
in the press on his suggestion
for a moraterium on student
politics on the campus. the
President regretted that his sug-
gestion was misunderstood and
everl misinterpreted a SeC-
tionn of the people including stu-
dents.

Justice Ahmed. talking to a
Jatiya Ganotantric Party
(JAGPA) delegation yesterday,
said he never denied anywhere
the historic role played by stu-
dents on vital national issues
since the Language Movement
of 1952 till 1990.

The main topic of discussion
with a delegation of the Leil
Demeocratic Front on October 13
was how the terrorism in educa-
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Yasmin murder
case: Hearing
shifted to

November 2

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Oct 26: Hearing
of the Yasmin murder case
which was scheduled to be held
lewlay in the Special Judge's
Court here was shifted to
November 2

Md Abdul Matin, judﬁ' of the
Special Court shifted the date
lollowing a prayer by the Public
Prosecutor.

According to sources, the
court. on November 2 may
frame charges against the nine
accused. six of whom are now
on bail and three in jail hajat

Some eminent lawyers from
Dhaka including Barrister
Amirul Islam and some others
from Dinajpur will appear for
the prosecution. the sources
said. The case was first taken up
Inv a court i Dinajpur

The law ministry has given
See Page 12 Col 2

Hasina trying
to introduce
single-party

system : Khaleda

Leader of the Opposition Be-
um Khaleda Zia has accused
rime Minister Sheikh Hasina

of working on a design to in
troduce a single party iv‘lm.u-*m in
the country, reports UN

In an interview with the

Saudi Gazette on October 20
during her visit to Saudi Ara
bia. she charged the present
governmeni with unleashing
repression against her party
and its workers

‘She is lollowing the same

approach of trying to eliminate

the BNP like Hussain Moham-

mad Ershad.” Begum Zia said

making a blistering attack on

the Awami League government
See Page 12 Col 2

Girl rescued from

Tanbazar brothel

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.J), Oct 26: A
teenaged girl was rescued from
the town's red-light area late
last night a day after she was
sold out’ to a mistress there.
police said.

Narayanganj thana police
rescued Ashunoor alias Asma,
16. from the Tanbazar brothel
al about 11 pm and arrested
Ruma. 30, a mistress for lorcing
the girl into prostitution.

Ashunoor, hailing from
{.‘huadanlga district., has been
working for a tailoring shop at
Mouchak in Dhaka for the last
one year.

On October 24, when Ashu-
noor went (o the Mouchak
Market to buy some accessories
for the tailoring shop. an
unidentified woman lured her
with a lucrative job. Later, the
woman took Ashunoor to Tan

See Page 12 Col 8
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8 killed in road accident
near Brahmanbaria

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA., Oct 26:
Eight persons including a mo-
ther and her baby were killed
and at least ten injured when a
bus hit an auto-tempc and fell
into a road side ditch at
Urshiura, five kilomaters off
the town this alternocn, police
said.

The bus was going to Cox's
Bazar from Sylhet after offer-
ing fateha at the mazar of
Hazrat Shah Jalal.

The dead included the driver
of the auto-tempo and six of its
passengers and a bus passenger.

Auto-tempo driver Zakaria,
22. and two passengers of the
three-wheeler died on the spot
on the Sylhet-Chittagong high-
way. three died on way to
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hos H‘.al
and two others died at the
pital.

Four of the dead were identi-
fied as Shahana Begum, 25 and
her baby. Khokon Miah, 25, and
Tota Miah, 65, all Fﬁsaengers of
the aulo-tempo. ree others

could not be identified. Two ol
them. both aged about 30 were
passengers of the auto-tempo
and the other, aged about 60
was a passenger of the bus. po-
lice said.

Two of the injured persons
were admitted to the hospital
with serious injuries and the
rest were released afier first aid.
Shamsul Haq. father of the
dead baby was among the two
admitted to the hospital.

The bodies were sent to the
Sadar Hospital morgue lor au-
Lopsy. A case was liled.

(Oar Jhenidah Correspon-
dent adds: A girl was crushed to
death and 12 others injured in

road accident near Porahat
under Sadar thana at 9:30 ami
today.

Police said. the microbus
(Dhaka Ja-4342) crushe:d
Nasuna Khatun, 13. to deatlh

and phinged into the roadside

ditch. Twelve passencers of thie

microbus were injured. Of thein
See Page 12 Col 7

| sources said

Thakur gives confessional
statement, sent to jail

Taheruddin Thakur and a
retired tank operator mucle con-
fessional statement in CMM
Court vesterday on the assassi
nation of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib and four national lead-
ers. reports UNB.

Details of the confession
could not be known. However.
he mentioned
names of some ministers of the
Mushtaque government and
some military officials in
volved in the August 15 and
November 3, 1975 incidents.

Thakur. the then minister of
state for information. made the
statement under Section 164 ol
the Criminal Procedure Code at
the court of Additional Chiel
Metropolitan Magistrate Mo-
hammad Habibur Rahman in
the alternoon alter three weeks
in police custody

He was produced belore the
(MM Court at 12 noon alter the
expiry of his last eight days
remand in the Bangabandhu

murder case., UNB courl corre-
spondent reported

Alter recording the confi*s-
sional statement made by
Thakur, said to be one of the
masterminds of the Auguast
putsch, the magistrate sent nim
to Dhaka Central Jail at 6:30 in
the evening

A state minister of both the
Mujib and the HKhandaker
Mushtague governments.
'I‘ahﬂ'udc-]m Thakur was ar
rested on October 3 fron his
city residence. He was brcught
on police remand for 15 days in
the jail-killing case in three
lerms while eight days in the
Bangabandhu killing case

Abu Musa Majumdar. a re-
tired tank operator of
Bangladesh Army. also made
confessional statlement when
he was produced befor'e the
same courl after the expiry ol
his second remand.

He was arrested on October
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Some city streets went under rainwater yesterday
—Star photo

Pre-winter shower cools
down stffling heat

By Staff Correspondent

strecis locussed
the ity s chok.ed sewer system

A dying depression on the
Bay triggered heavy showers in
the coastal belt, the capital and
different parts of the country
yesterday

But the rains that cooled
down the stiflling heat for the
past few days, disrupled city life
during the rush hour in the
evening.

Thousands of commuters
were stranded at different parts
of the city and shopping centres,
waiting for transports. es
pecially rickshawas. as the
streets went under water

Taking advantage ol this
rickshaws and auto-Rickshaws
charged extira lare.

Once again the water logged

attention on

and blocked «*anals. unable to
bear the load of a heavy rain
fall. the Meieorological office
recorded 33ram fall between 6
pm and 9 pm

The welcome shower,
brewed by a weakening depres
sion in the North By heartened
the farmers. and nature lovers,
meteorologists said

A weather export told The
Daily Star t hat with yesterday's
rainfall. 'an unusually hot au
tumn retreated to make room
for the coel touch ol the pre
winter wealher.

Earlier, in the sultry late al
See Page 12 Col 8

Arrest of alleged

terrorist

sparks protest!

By Staff Correspondent

A group of youths went on
rampage in the city’'s Farmgate
area following arrest of an al-
leged member of a terrorist
group in Tejgaon yesterday.

Tejgaon police arrested eight
teenagers when a gang of about
50 started damaging vehicles
and shops at Farmgate and In-
clira Road protesting the arrest
ol one Anwar, 38, a member of a
vroup locally called “Swedish
Aslam Group.” police said.

Anwar, a fugitive wanted in
15 cases, was arrested lice
during a raid in the second floor
of the Farmgate Super Market
at about 12:30 pm. police said.
Anwar was an armed member
ol the Swedish Aslam Group.

Anwar is facing changes like
attempt to murder. extortion
and other acts ol terrorism in
the 15 cases earlier field

See e 12 Col 1

Police, mob clash
in front of DSE:
15 hurt, 21 held

By Staff Correspondent

At least 15 people. includin
three policemen, were injurec
during a clash between police
and some people in front of the
Dhaka Stock Exchange [DSE] at
Motijheel yesterday.

Police lobbed tear gas shells
and made baton charges on the
mob to bring the situation un-
der control. police said adding
they arrested 21 people from
the spot.

The clash started when the
police tried to rescue a suspected
snatcher at around 4 pm. The
angry people. most ol them
yvoung investors at the stock
market caught one Hobu Miah.
35. red-handed when he al-
legedly snatched Tk 18.000
from one A K M Faizul Kabir,
at around 3:45 pm, police and
wilnesses said.

However, some investors
said the clash started when the

Sev: Page 12 Col 1
Muggers stab
woman, snatch
Tk 15,000

By Staft ('orrespondent

Four muggers in two motor-
bikes stabbed a woman,
snatched Tk 15.000, US dollars
300 and valuable documents
from her at Lake Circus in Kal-
abagan area in the city yester-
day.

The muggers followed Ze-
bunnesa Begum when she came
out with her car from the
Dhanmondi branch of ANZ
Grindlays bank along the Mir-
pur Road. She visited a tailor-
ing shop near a bus stand at
Kalabagan and then went to
Lake Circus. police said quoting

See Page 12 Col 4
Body to review
law & order
situation 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Oct 26: A 17-
member committee was formed
at a meeting here today to re-
view the law and order situa-
tion of the Chittagong division
with Commissioner
Shakhawat Hossain as
Chairman. reports BSS,

The Deputy Inspector
General of Police (DIG) was
made vice chairman while city
mayor and parliament mem-
bers were made advisers of the
commitiee

Mayor ABM Mahiuddin
( 'humﬁmr_v_ who |s also the ad-
viser of the divisional law and
order commitiee, said the gov-
eriiment was determin Lo

curb terrorism for the greater
national interest.

MHe said that terrorism had
posed a threat to the normal life
of the ple as well as overall
development of the country. He
saidd government was e to
curb terrorism maintaining

ultmost neutrality.



