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BNP Chairperson and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia waving
at party leaders and workers on her arrival at the Zia International Airport from Saudi

Arabia yesterday.

Save Dhaka, Clean Dhaka
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They found their exercise wor-
thy.

1blIrl‘u-'!:::u:u.,' ol the housewives,
who rule the kitchen. took note
of the drive to tell their helping
hands to keep the neighbour-
hood tidy.

Shopkeepers and traders in
the bazars also felt embarrassed
as they faced the children
engaged in the campaign.

The bazars are littered with
waste, rotting vegetables and
leftovers from fish and meat
stalls.

The children also found that

avements had varieties of use
or the vendors, shopkeepers
and others, leaving the walk-
ways not only dirty but also oc-
cupied. forcing pedestrians to
compete with traffic on the
road.

The little troopers led by vet-
eran scout leader Mir Mahbub
Ali of Chinhamukta Scout
Group, during their campaign
from Dhakeswari Mandir to
Lalbagh Fort crossing. found
that their job was not only to
motivate the residents but also
the occupiers of the pavements.

As they entered the
Dhakeswari market they came
across a makeshift tannery un-
der a banyan tree. Tanners were
putting finishing touches to a
cow-hide. covering the entire
length of the pavement, while a
police patrol was resting under

Moslem Murder Case

17 chargesheeted
in Khulna

KHLILNA, Oct 25: The Crimi-
nal Investigation Department
(CID] here has submitted the
chargesheet of Ward Commis-
sioner and Awami League
leader Moslemuddin Khan
murder case, accusing 17 people,
including a pro-BNP ward
commissioner. reports UNB.

The accused are: BNP leader
and commissioner of ward-21
Ershad Ali Sikdar. Hazrat Ali
Khan, Babul, Harun Howlader.
Mizanur Rahman. Farook Hos-
sain, Nazem Sardar. Fazle
Halim., Karim Sardar, Liaqgat
Ali. Abdul Aziz, Mahmud Azad,
Nasiruddin Khan. Idris Ali, Al-
faz Talukder, Arif and Rahman.

All the accused are abscond-
ing since the killing of Mosle-
muddin Khan on February 25 in
1995. On the day. a group of ter-
rorists gunned down Maeslem
while he was buying cloths
from a shop at Khulna ferry

ghat.

the tree.

Dyers of textile and yarn
also occupied parts of the
pavement, liercely competing
with the auto-rickshaw vans
lor space. Garages of rickshaw
and also mechanics vied for
space along with the shopkeep-
ers, whose left overs littered the
whole area.

The children beseeched the
astonished users of the streets
and pavements to do the simple
task of using the nearby bins,
provided by the City
Corporation.

They boys pressed ahead.
marching down the area, re-
sounding the mrrssaEe once
again., keep the neighburhood
clean.

Similarly. boys and girls in
Shahjahanpur, Motijheel,
Tejgaon, Mirpur, Moghbazar.
Nakhalpara., Narinda and Wari
took part in the cleanliness
campaign.

e campaign yesterday was
also participated units from
Palashi Government Primary
School. Engineering University
School. Motijheel Government
Boys School. Dhaka District
Railway Scouts, Dhaka District
Sea Scouts, Dhaka District Air
Scouts, Tejgaon Government
Science College, Tejgaon Gover-
nment Boys School, Mirpur
Siddhapata High School,
Basaniek High School. BDR

High School, Bangladesh
Protibondhi Schoel and
Nakhalpara Hossain Al
School.

14 get 10 yrs’ RI
for gouging out
eyes of 8

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 25: Fourteen
persons have been convicted
and sentenced to 10 years RI
and lined Tk 5 thousand each in
default one more year's R, for
souding out eyes of eight per-
SO0,

The sentence was awarded by
Additional District Judge of
Barisal Mohammad Mominul-

lah.

The incident occurred at
Ranirhat ol Charadi under
Bakerganj thana of the district
on August 16, 1992

Those sentenced are: Bani
Amin. Abul Kalam, Mohasin,
Mazharul Islam, Badsha. Ali
Hossain, Manir, Rahim, Ba-
haram, Abdul Khaleque, Abbas,
Tozambbar Rustam and Paltu.
Paltu is still absconding.

Major's 'tiger trap'

rom Page |
hue-and-cry in the name of
civil liberties. which will be ea-
gerly exploited by ministers as
proving that the Labour leopard
is only disguising its indelible
S

In the Education Bill, the
government will defiantly em-
power schools to be even more
selective in admitting pupils.
Labour will oppose this, on the
grounds that it will create an
educational under-class. But
since both Tony Blair and one
of his front-bench team both
send I:l'lil:'i-tl'II l:hllﬂllrtn to such
schools, will be open to
taunts of "her sy." P

Even a bill to tackle social-
security fraud. which might be
supposed (o be ‘non-controver-
sial, is a pitfall. Labour is

bound to rail against private
landlords who exploit the situa-
tion rather than claimants
who cheat out of desperation.
Major nimbly wrong-footed
Blair by blandly agreeing to
table bills against stalking and
paedophilia which the govern-
ment had drafted but decided
that, being non-controversial,
they would be offered as private
— members bills — with the
same result.
though controversial at the

This U-turn, -

Lime. is really of no conse-
quence.

As the BBC's chiel political
correspondent John Sergeant
observed to the Straits Times:
'Mr Major's antennae detected
that the public were getting fed
up with adver«arial pclitics, so
he a d to co-operate with Mr
Blair to show he is a reasonable
man.”

If, as expected, there will be u
modest cut in income tax in the
budget next month, the opposi-
tion will be hard put to support
it, when the education system
in particular urgently needs
more money not less.

Nevertheless, the voters are
keen on paying less taxes, so
once again Labour will be repre-
sented as going against the
mainstream of public opinion.

Put this together with the
undoubted success of the gov-
ernment’s economic policy, in
which all the indicators show
sustained growth, expansion of
industry and inward invest-
ment, plus falling unemploy-
ment, and the public percep-
tions might very well change in
the coming few months.

Blair and Ashdown will need
all their political tradecraft —
and more — to outfox the prizu
minister,
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Khaleda returns
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Lokman Hossain Bhuiyan were
present at the airport.

Earlier. Khaleda said exporl
musl be boosted Lo attain eco-
nomic development and pros-

rity of the country, reports

NB.

'Expatriate Bangladeshis
and local businessmen can play
an important role in this re-

ard.” she said while talking to
angladeshi Business Commu
nity in Rivadh on Wednesday.

The members of the com-
munity met the leader of the
Opposition al the Conference
Palace in the Saudi capital and
discussed the issue ol boosting
export from Bangladesh, said a
BNP press release in Dhaka yes-
terday.

The BNP chairperson alleged
that during the four months of
the Awami League government.
the country's economy started
experiencing a depression.

"We have to flourish our
economy to be al par with other
Asian countries. Otherwise,

we'll be lagging 'I::mf:]'LiLEiir;ia inﬂlﬁhr
21st century,’ sa

The mﬂn&mﬂ@iﬂm her
that at present 42.000 kgs ol
vegetables are being exported to
Saudi Arabia from Bangladesh
every week.

The BNP chairperson urged
the Bangladeshi businessmen
in Saudi Arabia to expand trade

with the country by increasin
export of both traditional an
non-traditional items.

PM’s hour
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"Once the amendments are

adopied by the House during the
forthcoming séssion. we shall
go tor constituting the standing
bodies on the ministnes so that
they can start working imme-
diately.” Suranjit said. | have
already sent a list of ruling
party MPs as probable heads of
some 30 committees for the
Prime
tion."

The ruling party has "a plan
to make” the Leader of the Op-

osition in Parliament the

ead of the Public Accounts
Committee, he said. He. how-
ever, added that his party was
yet to make the offer to the Op-
position.

Replying to a question,
Suranjit said the parliamen-
tarﬁ wing of the opposition BNP
i5 highly equipped with intel-
lectual resources. "If we can cre-
ate a congenial atmosphere. the
Treasury and the Opposition
benches can unitedly make the

resent parliament really ef-
ective.” The Treasury Bench
should initiate meaningful dia-
logue with the Opposition to
this effect he said and hpped
that the BNP would be coopera-

tive in this regard.

Revised result
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M. P, C, Bio; 15: Md. Kamrul
Hasan Sohel (former 10th) of
Saidpur Cantt. Public School &
College, Roll 116365, total
marks 875 with distinctions in
M. P. C, Bio; 16: Habiba Ara
Khanam (former 11th) of
Rajshahi College, Roll 100077
secured 873 marks with distine-
tions in M, P, C, Bio; and
Krishnakamal Chandro Sarker
(no position in former list) of

ur Cantt. Public School &
College, Roll 113290, obtained
B73 marks with distinctions in
M, P. C, Ed;: 17: Md. Arifur
Rahman Sarkar (newly in-
cluded in the merit list) of
Rajshahi Cadet College, Roll
101857, secured 872 marks with
distinctions in M, P, C, Ed: 18:
Hur-e-Zannat Afroza Haque
(former 12th) of Bogra Govt.
Azizul Huq College, Roll
109079, obtained 871 marks
with distinctions in M, C. P,
Bio; 19: Masum-ur-Rahman
[new in the list) of Pabna Cadet
College, Roll 106790, total
marks 870 with distinctions in
P. C, Ed; 20: Md. Firoj Nazmul
Huda (former 14th) of Rajshahi
Cadet Caﬂ%e Roll 101865, to-
tal marks 868 with distinctions
in P, C, Bio; and Taposhi Rani
Kundu (14th in former list) of
Gumdashgl;r B. C. S. S. College,
Natore, 11 104419, total
marks B68 with distinctions in
M, P.C. Bio.

Minister's considera-

| nity at a

tMJEDFMi- Oct 25: of
allya umayun
Rashid rChuudEurr hes daid
that Islam is safe under the pre-
sent overnment in
, reports BSS.

nf to some recent re-

marks of Leader of the
Opposition Begum Khaleda Zia
in Saudi Arabia. Humayun
Rashid ruled out that there was
any danger to Islam in
Rashid who is now

in the Kingdom, was king
at a ruccg.bon nmurdez’te;hlm
by local Bangladeshi commu-
on Tuesday.
Leaders of Bangladeshi
community their de-
sire to contribute to the socio-
economic development of the

country.

The . in his speech,
while elaborating various pro-
grammes and pr s under-

taken by the government. in-
formed the expaltriate
Bangladeshis of the govern-
merit's determination to make
Parliament as the focal point of
all democratic practices. He fur-
ther stated that the ruling

Awami League was against pas-
sage of any law contrary to the

tenets of Islam,

He highlighted the benefits
to be when h
is linked to the prm:"l
highway He said the govern-
ment is considering to join the
highway involving Interna-

tional road network connecting

-_ =
Notice

Our regular weekly feature

Down to Earth could not be |

published today due to some

unavoldable factors. The
inconvenience is rrsrrttrd

Shahabuddin

murder: One
held 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

Detective Branch (DB) police
on Thursday night arrested one
Igbal Hossain alias Nitel. one
of the accused in DCC ward
commissioner Shahabuddin
murder case.

Igbal was arrested from a
residential hotel at Motijheel
in the city. Police said. adding
that Igbal went into hiding af
ter the killing.

ASM Shahabuddin, a city
Awami League leader and
Commissioner of Ward No 41,
was gunned down by some mis-
creants within 30 yards of his
residence in West Agargaon in
the city on May 31.

Shahabuddin's wife filed a
murder case with Mohammad-
Enr thana against 10 persons

r killing her husband. accord-

ing to reports.

3 held 1n city

for snatching
Tk 2.70 lakh

Police have arrested three

ple for snatching Tk 2.70
akh from a businessman near
Dhakashwari Mandir in Lal-
bagh thana on Wednesday. re-
ports LUINB.

The miscreants — Nantu.
Ruhul Amin and Badsha — were
arrested in the city after busi-
nessman Narayan Chandra
Shaha lodged a case with Lal-
bagh thana.

According to their state-
ment, police recovered Tk
90.700 and the autorickshaw

they used for mugging.

Bangladesh with Europe, |
H.ldﬂ-Ea-L South Asia ap:d

South-East Asia.

On the question of
electricity, the said he
was of the | that tem-
por arrangements of bring-
ing ty from -
ing countries like Bhutan and

are being examined pend-
ing construction of power
plants with a view to ati
self-sufficiency in the
sector. Besides causing incon-
venience to general public,
power shortage was ha
production in mills and facto-

economy. he said.
Regarding trial of the killers

of Bangabandhu. the Speaker
informed the Bangladeshis that
lawyers of the country had
opined that a simple majority
in parliamentary decision was
sufficient to scrap the
indemnity Ordinance promul-
gated in 1975 by Khondakar
Mustaque Ahmed

.’ [
Murtaza’s wife
joins politics

KARACHI, Oct 25: Murtaza
Bhutto's widow Ghinva joined
her slain husband's party today
but deferred a decision on tak-
ing up the leadership of his fac-
tion of the Pakistan People's
Party (Shaheed Bhuttol. a party
spokesman said

"She has signed her mem-
hrrnhﬁ from [(to the party) but
has asked for a few extra da
before taking a decision on the
chairmanship,” the spokesman
told AFP from Larkana. the an-
cestral hometown of the Bhutto
family.

British army
chief due
today

General Charles Guthrie, the
Chiel of General Staff of the
British Army, arrives here
loday on his first official visit
to Bangladesh, reports UNB.

During his six-day visit,
General Guthrie will call on
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahined and meet chiefs of
Bangladesh Army and Bangla-
desh Navy and senior officials
of Bangladesh Air Force and the
Armed Forces Division.

He will place a wreath at
Shikha Anirban and visit
Han%ladesh Military Academy
in Chittagong and military es-
tablishments and institutions
in Savar, Comilla and Sylhet.

The British Army chief will
also visit the Sunderbans.

theqfa’frrmﬂuhﬂ“ qum?é:y lm

at the Defence Services Com-
mand and Staffl College in
Dhaka on Thursday.

Hartal
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gan when supporters ol the
Aw.ini League allegedly at-
tacked a BNP procession pro-
ceeding towards Khalishpur to
attend a public meeting.

Following the incident. mo-
vement of vehicles on Khulna-
Satkhira road remained sus-
pended for five hours from 11|
J1T).

Local BNP leaders has called
for day-long hartal at Dumuria
tomorrow to protest the inci-
dent.

Talking to newsmen at
Khulna Press Club, the BNP
leaders held Awami League re-
sponsible for the attack and
demanded punishment of the
attackers.

From Page |
Mujib reg,lrnc." said Zobaida
Rashid addressing a hurriedly
called press conference in the
evening.

Mrs Rashid called the press
conference at her Gulshan-2
residence (NWE-7 of Road 55) af-
ter the attachment of the mov-
able éarupert}r of Col (retd)
Rashid. an absconding accused
ol the Bangabandhu killing
case.

Replying to a question of
others involvement in the Au-
gust 15 bloody coup, she directly
named General Shafiullah, the
then army chief and now an MP
of the ruling Awami League, and
General Ziaur Rahman who
later became country's presi-
dent.

The wife of Col (retd) Rashid
categorically said that Ziaur
Rahman was very much greedy
for power and after capturing
the power, he had destroyed the
spirit of the August 15 military
action.

Zobaida said her husband
felt very proud for his involve-
ment in, what she said. the
move for democratisation of
the country. "Being his wife, [
also feel very proud.”

She said that her hushand
was not a betrayed and took the
responsibility of the August 15
action to spare his colleagues
and troops.

The press conference was
also addressed by Col Rashid's
daughter Mehnaz Rashid who
completed her graduation in
Political Science and Interna-
tional Relations, and masters
in Communication and Man-
agement in the USA,

Zobaida Rashid accused the
Awami League government of
unleashing repression on them
in the name of the trial of Mu-
jib's killing. "Is holding the
trial only task of the present
government?' she questioned,
saying that they have so many
things to do for the country.

"It seems by that woman's at-
titude towards me that [ am the
leader of the Opposition, not
Khaleda Zia," she said without
naming the Prime Minister
while speaking of the recent po-

Entire army command

lice operations.

Asked if she wants a trial of
the assassination of country's
independence leader. Zobaida
Rashid said first the govern-
ment would have to repeal the

Indemnity Ordinance with a
two-third majority in Parlia-
ment.

She, however, refused to ac-
cept the August 15 coup as a
killing and wondered about the
necessity of the trial as it was
"welcomed by all and nobody
raised any question on the mat-
ter in last 21 years.”

She said if the government

‘wants to hold the trial for the

August 15 incident, then trial of
all killings. including that ol
Sarbahara Party leader Siraj
Sikder. would also have to be
held.

Col Rashid's wife accused
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
former Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and former Presi-

dent Ershad of conspiring
st the country's interest,
Zobaida Rashid called upon

all to refrain from the politics
of r:vtnﬁf and instead strive to
ensure the basic rights of peo-
ple.

Replying to a query, she said:
"l was never enthusiastic to ac-

tively involve myself in poli-
tics, but the situation is taking
me Lo thiat ehireetion,”

Replying to another ques-
tion. Begum Rashid said her

husband is now residing in
Libya obtaining political refuge
and she has regular contact
with him.

When contacted, Saed Ali
Abughamja, Charge d' Affairs of
the Libyan Embassy in Dhaka,
told UNB over telephone last
night that he knew noting about
the reported political asylum of
Col Rashid in his country.

"l am sorry. | do not know
anything of the matter... Even |
do not know any retired
Bangladeshi army officer
named Rashid.” he said.

Begum Rashid, however,
claimed that Col (retd) Rashid
had taken political asylum in
Libya long ago and he had some
business there.

W‘hﬂ .~

Prinie Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing the 51st session

of UN General Assembly Thursday.

—PID phete

PM: US investors
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International Group. Harold
Ebani Age Group, BICC Pearce-
Fmp Graln Traders.
International Investment and
Trading Corporation, Kisnet
Corporation, ABN-Amro Bank,
Aspia Garments, Capital
Mgrulry Shint Corp, Panda
Energy. Sunlay Industries. US
Bangladesh Corporation, East-
West. PRI Financial
Engineering. Raythen Engineer
and Construction and World-
Wide Trading.

: The Prime N}Ilnl:ttr said
things are changing in
Han\qindelh and the country is
both willing and able to assert
its ability to match and beat the
best investment opportunities
available anywhere.

"With most unexplored op-

rtunities, Bangl sh is t

st place to invest.” she said.

"Bangladesh is ready for
change, | am sure all of you will
change outlook on Bangladesh
once you have visited our coun-
try.” she added.

She assured that her gov-
ernment would work closely
with the investors to enable
them to work successfully and
profitably in Bangladesh.

The government is commit-
ted to provide prudent gover-
nance, functional guarantees
against expropriation of rev-
eriue or assets of any foreign
company operating in
I:.'-ang‘)ﬂdesh. she said.

Prime Minister Hasina said
her government had passed a
legislation relating to estab-
lishing private seclor export
processing zones and revamped
the board of investment to sup-
port and facilitate private for-
eign and domestic investment.

She also mentioned that the
government is explicitly com-
mitted to limiting inflation and
gearing itself to avoid excessive

deficit spending.

Outlining the economic pol-
icy of her government, Hasina
sald it focuses on export-led
growth to provide foreign ex-
change which the needs
lo finance development of the
infrastructure.

She said her government has
given emphasis on developing
(he basic infrastructure by de-
veloping power generation ca-
pacity, expanding and mod-
ermi the ports and by devel-
oping ic tran net-
work to make the investors in-
terested In invest |in

sh.
% the next six months,

she said. many firms in the oil
and gas extraction business,
electricity generation and dis-
tribution and port facility up-
grading would be in

to evaluate their prospects
there.

She said that telecommuni-
cations, urban water sewerage,
airport development and road
and bridge construction pro-
jects will be announced s
and called for investment in
sectors. particularly in elec-
tronics. information technol-

ogv and medical equipment.

“With low cost of labour
there is an excellent base for
such major investments,” she
added.

The Prime Minister said her
government believes that for-
eign investment in the country
is the key to reverse the poverty
which afflicts many
Hﬂn%:adeshjs_

The biggest
Bangladesh is facing is eco-
nomic, Hasina said . un-
less tangible and meaningful
measures are taken immedi-
ately. "we will have no hope of
competing with our neighbours
in the region. who are growing
fast as well as with the interna-
tional economy.” -

challenge

Anwara-Banskhali
ferry service

suspended

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 25: Fe
services between Anwara an
Banskhali remained suspended
from this afternoon following a
clash between the ferry staff
and some youths, police said.

At least 10 people were in-
jured in the clash at the Link
Road between Anwara and
Banskhali. Two of the injured
persons were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital while the rest were
taken to the local health com-
plex.

Police from Anwara and
Banskhali thanas rushed to the
spot and diaEcrsed the clash
f,ruupa. Both the groups u
ethal weapons during the
clash, sources said.

Taliban capture

another province

ISLAMABAD, Oct 25: The
Taliban Islamic militia cap-
tured Badghis province and en-
tered nearby Faryab Today in
their first open clash with the
forces of northern warlord
Abdul Rashid Dostam, a top
Taliban official said, reports
AFP.

BNP: Corridor
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upto Jaflong border via Dhaka-
Svlhet road and it will finally
go to Myanmar capital Yangon
t hrough Meghalaya and some
other states ol India. he said

Bhuiyan pointed out that
under the new plan, the distance
between Jaflong border and
Yangon will be more than 800
miles whereas it is only 300
miles through Teknaf border.

Thus, he said, the new plan will
increase the distance tweern
Bangladesh and the South-

Eastern Asian countries.

. The BNP secretary general
said the new route of the Asian
Highway would be but a
"corridor” through adesh

between the seven states of
North-Eastern India and its
mainland.

Bangladesh's interest will be
hampered if India is allowed to
"use the Jamuna for this
corridor,” he :

Prabarana Purnima
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The Purnima will be cele-
brated in all monasteries and
respective offices of the reli-
gious organisations through
elaborate programmes.

The day's begin
with the chanting of the sacred
verses from the Tripitak, hoist-

ing of the national and reli-
gious flags atop all monasteries.

Besides, blood donation,
mass prayer, shilgraham dis-
cussions and pradip puja will
also be held.

The Purnima will also be
celebrated in Chittagong Hill
Tracts and other Buddhist-
populated regions of Cox's

Bazar. Comilla and Noakhali

districts. -

Our CHT Correspondent re-
ports: The two-day festival of
"Kathin Chibar Dan" ended to-
day at Rajban Bihar in the
Rangamati town.

ousands of Buddhists be-
longing to different tribal
communities attended the cer-
emony. It was also participated
by visitors from abroad.

The concluding ceremony
was attended by State Minister
for Religious Affairs Moulana
Nurul Islam.

Razzak
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Ahmed Tariq Karim and Water
Resources expert Prof Ainun
Nishat of BUET.

Abdur Razzak would hold
talks with his Indian counter
part and other officials be
tween October 29 and 31. Hc
would also meet Indian
External Affairs Minister | K
Gujral and is expected to pay a
courtesy call on Prime Minister

It is learnt that the second
round of experts committee

which was scheduled to
the during the visit of the
Bangladesh minister would not
take place now. But it may be
held., “if found necessary.’
shortly after the returns home,
an ial said.

Razzak would also go to
ﬁjmir Sharif on a private visit.

¢ is likely to meet Chief
Minister of West Bengal Jyoti
Basu before his return to
Dhaka.

The visit of the Water
Resources Minister may be fol-
lowed by the visit of Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
next month. No date has been
finalised yet for the trip.

Dhaka : signs CTBT
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case” can be
deregulated movements of

mmm

she said
the world was more ready for
nuclear disarmament. Atomic
m-cm are "an abomination
surely can have no in

a chﬁtﬂmid-‘ she

The 41 states with a nuclear
potential that have the
test ban treaty. mﬁm
five nuclear powers, Al-
ﬁﬂl Argentina. Australia,
Colombia. Egypt. Finland,
Germany. Hu . Indonesia,
Iran. Israel, . Japan, Mex-
Poland. Romania. Slovakia.
South Keorea. South Africa,
Spain. Sweden. Switzerland,
Turkey. Ukraine, Vietnam and
Zaire,

An official source told BSS
that Bangladesh asised
the point that it would be diffi-
cult for the 48-least

countries, including Bangla-
desh. to meet the fnancial

obligation arising out of the

"H%
point was raised
the meeting between Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
g:uh Ghali here yesterday
tros ali .
the source said.
He said that Dhaka would

pursue the point durin! the
preparatory m“fn of :
lo be held next month.

ter mﬂh e the UN Sec-

retary General praised .

ladesh's role in the UHM‘
force.

Ghali said that the

inister Sheikh Hasina with
particular reference to her em-
phasis on human rights and
ceononie enanwipation ol the
ople of Bangladesh.

Ghali said that the UN owes
35 million dollars Lo Bangla-
desh on account of .
hm operation.

ng the metm&ﬁhﬁh
Hasina and Boutros Ghali ex
changed gifts.

PM’s speech
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Officials were not immedi-
ately available for comment
anbout this serious dislocation
in the Prime Minister's
particularly about his impor-
tant and sensitive issue like the

Gar_#:m water.

e 10-page original printed
speech of the Prime Minister
did not have the point of the
Ganges water, but it was later
inserted in the speech with a
separate piece of paper in-
scribed with the paragraph on

the Ganges issue.
para said: "We

The inserted
will take initiative to resolve
all regional issues mutually in-
cluding the Ganges waters on
the basis of principle of justice.”

Interestingly, a correction
was sent h to the press
from the PID and the PM's press
wing at 1.55 am after the Prime
Minister had started delivering
her speech.

The correction replaced the
previous paragraph with the
new one saying - lems ex-
isting among the countries are
to be solved in the same guide-
line through bilateral discus-
sions. We solicit just distribu-
tion of all common resources
including the waters with our
neighbouring countries in con-
sonance with this guideline.”

The PM's press wing advised
the press to insert the correc-
tion after the third and last

puiragraph of pace 5 ol Lhe
Prime Minister's speech.
The new graph about the

Ganges water. which was not
readd out by the PM. was pub-
lished in the national dailies
yesterday.

None could say here how this
lapse occurred in the Prime
Minister's speech which was

repared several days ahead of

r departure for New York and
when the Foreign Minister. the

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs. the Foreign Secretary
and other senior ials of the

Foreign Office were present in
the UNGA.

|5 hurt, 3 missing
as bridge collapses
on racing boat

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Oct 25: At least 15
persons were injured and 3 per-
sons missing when an iron
bridge collapse on a racing boat
with 15 competitors aboard in a
remote village of Kathalia
thana under Jhalakathi district
yesterday aftermoon.

According to police and wit-
nesses. the iron bridge over
'Dasherbari rnna;hmkeﬂ down
as a lar number people
gnlhrn-dg;n it to see the boat
races.

The injured were admitted to
Amua Thana Health Complex.
The boat race was on
the occasion
Dashami.”
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