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South Asia’s Children 1n
Prostitution

ILL the recent atrocities
in a child abuse
um, follo-

wdmm%;fmuylﬂythenm

World Congress st Com-

mercial Sexual ta-tion of
Children in St . publiec
awareness throughout the
world of the ations of
this lem was notoriously
low. Most imagined that

the trade in sex with children
was a fringe activity, which so-
ciety as a whole had nothing to
do with.
In Belgium itself, a senior
has been arrested for
involvement in a r;c:ct which
may have gosni ‘€1 respon-
uibL for the tr?&icking of two
Belgian girls to a CIS
country. But it was at Stock-
holm t the full implications
of this form of abuse was exam-
ined in minute, and often algo—
nising, detail. The Belgian for-
eign minister told the s
there that the crimes in his
were the result of an 'ul-
tra-liberal economic system.
where even the body of a child is
t on the market.” The chal-
before countries was how
to temper free market eco-
nomics with the International
Convention on the Rights of the
Child. which 187 nations had
ratified — more than any other
human rights treaty.
The is compounded
by the fact that the interna-
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71-year-old foreigner, Freddie
Peats. was sentenced for life for

two orphanages which
Lot
is scot- in his
own . However, another
Swede has year been con-
victed at home for an offence
committed in Thailand.
Not that India can afford to
be too nd.f;u ds about ﬁ:r-!_
eigners taking advantage o
children: it has for years turned
a blind eye to the trafficking of
Nepali girls not only to
and Calcutta, but vir-
tually to every brothel in he
country. to fairly re-
liable estimates, some 20,000
such girls still cross the border
into India every year, which is a
thirc less than six years ago. Dr
Sarla . who headed the
Indian tion to Stockholin

and is in charge of the Women
Al Child Development in New

sume responsibility for this
problem and use the omrtu
nlz to do something about it.

is also used as a transit
camp for Bangladeshis en route
Pakistan. SAARC and other fo-
rums could come into play in
such instances.

Indeed. India and its south
Asian neighbours were typi-
cally so intent on settling
scores with each other at the
World Congress that they did
not see that the entire agenda,
like at many other such meets,
was by the West. Child
rights activists like Mumbai-
a key role in pursuing the
police to arrest Peats. pointed
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out at Stockholm that the twin
issues of "commerce and crimi-
nality” ought not to detract
Iroin other more widespread
lactors at work in South Asia
concerning child abuse. ex-
ploitation and trafficking.

For instance. nothing could
be further from the truth than
to paint Goa as a " hile's
paradise.” like Pattaya beach is
in Thailand. Similarly. while
Ron O'Grady, who heads the
Bangkok-based organisation.
End Child Prostitution in
Asian Tourism., which along
with UNICEF sponsored the
first World Congress. alleges
that "in India. as in other courny
tries of Asia, Latin America
and eastern Europe. child pros-
titution has become a major
growth industry controlled by
international syndicates.” in
South Asia it is actually run
more I:lgl petty criminals and

mps than any mafia. As O'-
dy himself admitted in re-
sponse to a question by this
columnist. the majority of
those who sexually exploited
children were local people,
which would imply that the
racketeers too are

to be too self -righteous
about foreigners taking
advantage of children.: it
has for years turned a
blind eye to the
trafficking of young
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The harsh fact is that in ab-
solute terms India probably has
the largest number of children
in prostitution — activists
avoid "child” or "women prosti-
lutes” because it implies of voli-
tion in choosing a profession —
in the world, even admitting
that accurate figures are iffi-
cult to. come by. The Interna-
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‘Alomval  Convention on -the

Righits of the Child defirles a

.rhﬂd as under 18, which ac-

cording to the Central Social
Wellare Board s survey in 1990
woulld account for four out el
every ten women in prostitu-
tion in the country's six
metr litan cities,

cial estimates put Lhe
number of minors in prostitu-

tion at an astoundi 400,000
in India. O'Gr that
India. China. Thailand ac-

count for the largest numbers
in Asia.

China's figures are even
more difficult to obtain., because
it is a closed . But its
economic liberalisation has
ce a Pandora's
box for in prostitu-
tion. particularly in the coastal
cities. By contrast. one study
puts the number of Thalland's

“in Ch

women in prostitution at
200.000 with 40,000 of them
miiiors. After all, Thailand's
total population is only 60 mil-
lion,

In other words, India, along
with Nepal. Bangladesh. Sri
Lanka and Pakistan (which is
probably the most ostrich-like
about this problem) should be
much more concerned about
what is happening right under
their nose than in worryin
about the Stockholm agenda o
child pornography (including
that on Internet), sex tourism.
criminals and paedophiles. If
nothing else, the prevalence of
HIV iniection among women in
prostitution ought to make the
authorities speak up at inter-
national meetings, instead of
adopting chauvinist postures.
According to UNAIDS . one in

two women in Mumbai's
brothels were infected by 1993
and one in every three ple
attending STD clinics. Nation-
ally, it estimates that the inci-
dence of HIV was 25 per cent
amon
and 1 cent clients.

Activists like those from
Sangram in Sangli. Maharash-
tra. who attcnd%d the Stock-
holm Congress, make it clear
that they do not attempt to
wean women away from prosti-
tution. because there are com-
pelling social and economic
reasons for them to remain
there, but seek to prevent AIDS.
Studies throughout the country
have shown that erty. or
rather disparity, has driven
girls from rural areas to towns
in search of this livelihood.
With urbanisation and

s of affluence, this trend

will only increase. An Indian
vernment report prepared for

e World Congress says: "In-
creasing consumerism has also
given rise to ons of rela-
tive poverty or wealth. which
makes guardians/parents push
children into prostitution ..
(this ) results in situations like

an elite urban call-girl racket
h in which chil-

dren have converted into
saleable commodities in the ur-
ban supermarket.”

Prevention. by all means,
would be better than cure. In-
stead of becoming sanctimo-
nious about the wicked West
which abuses its children, India
and its neighbours should only
look at what is socially sanc-
tioned or | ssible in
their societies: underage an}d
“tempor " marriages with
trhﬂ-dpuh:gn: the aal% of chil-

dren; the t of girl chil-
dren and even inifanticide.
) do worse thaf to in-

school. At the very least, devel-

t programmes ought to be
glrcﬂ‘lﬂd at so-called source dis-

tricts for much of prostitution,
like the drought -ridden areas

of Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh.

Dr an, in her address
at Stockholm, hoped "to see
greater ation na-
tions to fight this menace,
where ments adopt a

women in prostitution -
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e e oo SEr-e-Bangla,
the Legendary

Hero of Politics

by Prof Roushan Ara Hoque

123rd birth anniversary
of Sher-e-Bangla A K
Farml Huq we recall the leader

who with his indomitable spi-
rit, wise statesmanship and
strong foresight., he resha
the political future of the undi-
vided India to a definite goal ol
iudcfhcndenn:. An exponent of
Hindu-Muslim unity, a great
champion of democracy and a
great Ehﬂanlhm ic leader he
was the most beloved 'Hugq
Saheb' of the np%rcascd peasa-
nts. He created the image of an
ideal political leader and has
become the legend in politics.
His is an example to be followed
by all the future political
leaders.

Born in 1873 in a rich za-
mindar family at Saturia vil-
lage in Rajapur thana of
Barisal, this political genius
was an honours graduate in
Physics, Chemistry and Math-
ematics and an LLB with dis-
tinction. He started his career
as an assistant to Sir Ashutosh
Mukherjee at Calcutta High
Court. Being destined to be the
emancipator of the oppressed
humamity he joined in active
politics in 1911, In 1913 he was
elected a member of the sla-
tive Assembly from the Dhaka
Division and continued to re-
main in the same position up to
1920. As a friend of the op-
pressed peasants he abolished
the zamindary system and gave
the farmers the ownership of
the land ploughed by them. -

As a political disciple of
Nawab Sir Salimullah, Fazlul
Hugq played an active role in the
formation of Muslim League in
1906. He became the Secretary
of the Provincial Muslim
League in 1913 and was elected
its President in 1916. He was
also a leader of the All India
National Congress and fought
for the economic and political
liberation of both Hindus and
Muslims. As a nationalist
leader of both the communities
he successfully organised the
Lucknow Pact which created
harmony between Hindus and
Muslims. Out of gratitude the

ople of Lucknow honoured

im with the title of Sher-e-

Bangla — the Tiger of Bengal. He
is historically better known
with this befﬁting title. With
sincere cooperation of Husseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy and
Chitta Ranjan Das, he was suc-
cessful in forming the Bengal
Pact in 1923. For the solution of
the different political and ad-
ministrative problems of the
rnunt?r he joined the Round
Table Conlerence of London in
1930,

Sher-e-Bangla was a pioneer
of education for which the then
British DFI (o called him "The
Bentham of Bengal'. In 1921 he
established the University of
Dhaka and in 1924 he estab-
lished the Islamia College ol
Calcutta. He upgraded the An-
¢lo-Oriental College of Aligarh
into a university. He had estab-
lished the Lady Brabourne Col-
lege and Bethun College in Cal-
cutta, Eden Girls' College in
Dhaka, Haraganga College in
Munshiganj, Chakhar College.
Sarshina Madrasa and made
primary education compulsory
and established many girls’
schools.

The most important contri-
bution of Sher-e-Bangla to the
history of the subcontinent was
the formulation of the Lahore
Resolution in 1940. Being ex-
ploited by both the British and
the rich zamindars, the Mus-
lims of the then India were feel-
ing frustrated about their polit-
ical future. The Morley-Minto
Reforms of 1909, The India Act
of 1919 and 1935 did not reflect
their a?piratinns- At this mo-
ment of great disappointment
the annual conference of the All
India Muslim League was called
in Lahore to set their future
programmes. At that conference
Sher-e-Bangla put forward
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strong and convincing argu-
ments for two hours in favour
of separate States for the Mus-
lims which nobody could dis-
pute. The decision taken at his
active initiative is known as
the Lahore Resolution of 1940.
This historical Resolution for
maore than one state for the
Muslims of India resulted in
creation of Pakistan consistin
of one state with two wings 14
miles apart. The political dis-
content due to the economic ex-
ploitation of the then western
wing ultimately culminated
into the Liberation War of 1971.
Sher-e-Bangla played an ac-
tive role in the Language

Movement of 1948 While lead-

ing the procession of Rastra
Bhasha Dibas on 11 March he
was injured by a bullet in his
leg. In 1953 he along with H S
Suhrawardy and Moulana A H
Khan Bhasani formed the
United Front and formulated
the historical Ekush Dapha on
the basis of the Lahore Resolu-
tion. The overwhelming victory
ol 10th March 1954 was the
greatest success of his life as his
party secured 223 seats out ol

237. Foreign press called this

overwhelming victory a 'Revo-
lution of Ballot'. Becoming the
Chiel Minister of Pakistan on
April 3. 1954, he began lo im-
plement the Ekush Dapha.

Bangla was declared as one of
the state languages of Pakistan,
2 1st February was declared as
'Shaheed Dibash™ and a holiday
and the construction work of a
Shaheed Minar started on the
site the martyrs were shot
down. As a nationalist leader
he patronised Bangladeshi cul-
ture and social system. For
further research and develop-
ment of Bangla he declared
Bardwan House to be Bangla
Academy. He totally abolishedd
the mahajany and the za-
mindary systems for which the
poor peasants will always re-
member him as a friend ol the
oppressed.

As a patron of female educa-
tion Sher-e-Bangla began the
consiruction of the new Eden
Girls College. established the
Dhaka Central Women's College
and many girls' schools in
many districts. He established

the Dhaka City Law College and
many residential halls and in-
troduced diversified courses
and faculties at all the universi-
ties. He established the chﬁnm

mu:.:alitur:lcjullege. Bulbul

a em

sed for a Hcdicgl E?:ﬂ I::ﬂ:;l

arisal. When the Medical
School of Barisal was later on
upgraded, it was renamed as

Sher-e-B a Medical College.
Sher-e- a was a cham-
pion of Hindu-Muslim unity. He

was a personal friend of Dr

Bidhan Chandra Roy for whose
medical advice Sher-e-Bangla
weg‘t‘ to Ct?;l:utm on 2Znd May,
1954. At

and at the MFW
Moitree Association Conference
he emphatically said that he
would equally serve Hindus and
Muslims. owever, on his
return to Dhaka he was accused
of treachery against Pakistan
and declared a 'rebel' and was
put on house-arrest. His Cabi-
net was dismissed, and Martial
Law was declared. When the

Martial Law was lifted he pre- -

ferred to be the Home Minister
and framed the Constitution of
Fakistan which was imple-
mented on 24th March 1956.
Then he was agpuin‘u:d as Gov-
ernor of East Pakistan. As the
Chancellor of the University of
Dhaka he was honoured with
the degree of Doctorate of Law
for his great contribution to its
establishment. In 1958 Ayub
Khan honoured him with the
title of 'Hilal-i-Pakistan'. the
second highest award of hon-
our. But he was removed from
power by the Prime Minister
Feroz Khan Noon on 3lst
March. 1958,

Thus ended the political life
of a great patriot as a vietim of
treachery ol the colonialist
rulers. He had been suflerin
from coronary thrombosis an
on 27th April. 1962 breathed
his last at the age of about 89
years. He had been laid to eter-
nal rest in the premises of
Dhaka High Court near the
Masjid of Shahbaj Khan. On
this occasion of his birth an-
niversary we commemorate
him and pray for the peace of
his departed soul.

E passed away five years

ago. He did not have a

political identity card

from any political party during
the 15 years precedinge lis
death. But he earned 1= vt of
all as a hardliner ol th. Iront
row in the struggle ol the
masses. Unmistakably did he
ceive that it was necessary to
orge absolute unity of the
forces of the mainstream pro-
liberation disposition i.e. of the
Bengali nationalist forces. That
is what he called for in his last
formal political write-up which
nted in a discussion
meeting. held on 23rd July.

| 1994 at .Jatiya. Press Club to
lcominemorate the k

illing of Col
Taher. The then leader of the
sition. and now the Prime
inister and Awami League
president Sheikh Hasina was
present there as the chief guest,
along with a number of res-
pectable national leaders. In
the last days of his life. he was
all out to diagnose the prime
disease of our national politics,
and to prescribe its a]:z)m ate
treatmént. It was Sha med
who pronounced in a lone but
loud and sharp voice that dem-
ocracy did not mean unhin-
dered filling of the ballot boxes
alone at a time when there was
but one dealening chorus all
around heralding the coron-
ation of the "reinstated” demo-
cracy. In order for democracy to
become meaningiul, and polit-
ical parties 1o becomne people-

.

A Quest

oriented, Shafi Ahmed indi-
caled the following charter of
responsibilities for the gove-
rument in state-power. and for

Lhe political ties:
A) for the government in
state-power : (i) to recover all

defaulted loans. and take all de-
faulters to justice in order to re-
store financial discipline: [ii) to
establish complete political
control over governance of the
country by way of rendering the

#overnment machinery ac-

coumtable .m.ﬁﬁtt;emuﬁc
goverrunent ar L purpese.
to the people. under constitu-
tional obligation; (i) to estab-
lish rule of law.

: (i) to

B} for
avoid funds from sub-

- scribers. taking lesson from the

free-style game of money dis-
played in the “free” election of
91. since most of the sub-
scribers were reared under the
laissez-faire looting of the
economy during the military
and so-called civil rules: (ii} po-
litical leaders to shun all luxu
ries that stand in sharp con-
trast to the life-style ol the
commoners of this country. so
that the ple could take them
for their men. and could repose
trust in them; (iii) to go to, and
depend on the millions of peo-
ple for the huge amount of
money necessary for political

by M A Sadeque

parties. instead of going to the
so called looters; this would
mean, and ensure going to the
people and raising subscription
on a very small scale. so that
the pro-people manifesto before
the election. does not turn into
an anti-people instrument

— e—— ——

Today is the fifth death an
niversary of Shafi Ahmed 1who
was once a general secretary of
DUCstl! in t volatile sixties.
e matured past his achieve:
nmwnts as a student leader into
tehiat he has called a political
rolunteer. He all along shied of
becoming a political big shot
somehoww — anyhow.

of Truth 1n Politics

aimed at fostering the process
of what is blamed as looting the
economy, once the election is
over,

The great unity that Shafi
Ahmed called for in 1991 of the
lorces believing in Bengali na-
tionalism and the principles of
'71. is more consolidated now
than it was at that time. The
propounding party ol Bengali
nationalism and the leading
pagrty of the liberation struggle
is batk in power after 21 years.
Bait this ity ' as coffeéived by
Shald  Abhmed, was in. fact, a
preparatory step towards di-
recting a struggle for economic
emancipation in the days to
come.

He advised the younger polit-
ical workers: don't become po-
litical employees, but become
political volunteers. In the ab-
sence of Shafi Ahmed. it is all
the more exigent for us 1o re-
alise that it is the political vol-
unteers. and not the political
employees that will be van-
guarding the struggle for eco-
nomic and social emancipation
in the days to come. In every
political party. political volun-
teers are becoming more and
more of a rarity when it needed
more and more of such to be of
any value to society.

Shafli Ahmed openly and in
unequivocal 1erms, called upon

every body : (i) to uphold the
irue history of liberation so
that the present and future -
erations are not deprived of the
opportunity of learning from
that great stn,lF,g]r:: (ii} to un-
mask the true faces of all indi-
viduals engaged in activities in-
jurious to the national and so-
cial interest: (iii) to place before
the nation with convincing in-
terpretation that the true pa-
triot's efforts are aimed at se-
curing and upholding the inde-
pendent existence and interest
of the nation: and no less at
achieving economic emapgcipa-

' tion of the masses. :
LU THe Mibst Miportant stéli td-
» | wards darging that desired unity

was effected through the re-uni-
fication ol BKSAL and Awanu
League immediaely lollowing
his death. Shafi Abhmed was in
fact one of the designers of this
exercise behind the scene. Shafi
Ahmed realised that the ulti-
mate outcome of the pro-libera-
tion forces coming back to
ower was to return politics
ack to the people which had
earlier been snatched away
from them. Shafi Ahmed be-
lieved that if politics was to be
meant for lﬁ‘: people. then
politicians must pursue, throu-
ghout their lives, the quest for
the absolute value of truth, and
the commitment to pay off, at
death. all what i{s owed.
Shafi Ahmed religiously
ursued this conviction till he
reathed his last.
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WHERE'S ODIE?
I HOPE HE'S OKAW

INTO ON

RELAX JON, HOW MUCH

TROUBLE COULD HE GET
A PLANE ?

by Jim Davis




