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would encourage foreign direct
investment in the country.

The PM said her governmient
support the activities ol the

NGOs which supplement gov-
ernment's development efforts.

The Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister vented deep concern over
the declining trend of Official
Development Assistance (ODA),
signaling a change of priorities
of the donor countries. in the
developing countries as a whole
and specially in the LDCs.

“We are seeking private for-
eipn investment to inject v

namism in our growth process
but there are certain sectors ol
the economy including the in-

frastructure which will con-
tinue to depend on adequate
ODA flows for some years."

Sheikh Hasina said, "We in
the LDCs had been unable to
share fully the new growth op-
portunities that have emerged.”

She said many of common
problems facing LDCs could
only be tackled t cooper-
ative efforts with the active as-
sistance of multilateral and bi-
lateral donors.

Without this investment in
human capital. the PM said. the
LDCs will find that they are
falling further behind in the
new age of ideas and technol-
ogy.

The repercussions of some
economic activities cross na-
tional borders while the inter-
national nature of the opera-
tions of many multinational
corporations and financial in-
stitutions have rendered na-
tional regulations wrtualh
useless in many cases. G]nhal
solutions are really necessary.’

The UN represents the el-
forts of the peoples of the world
to define and develop a frame-
work for mutual cooperations
upon which an enduring and
comprehensive peace could be
based. Hasina noted.

Favouring widening role by
the UIN. the B adesh Prime
Minister declared in the global
forum in unambiguous lerms
that her country supports a
strong world body whi::E would
be fully equipped to deal with
the tasks an l")ﬂ"‘i nsibilities
assigned to it under the Charter.

She said the UN, despite the
criticism of ils detractors, ren-
dered such valuable services to
humankind over the last 50
years that it remains the great-
est symbol ol hope for peace,
stability and prosperity of the
world.

Hasina called for the United
Nations not only to play more
active direct role in the cause of
economic and social develop-
ment. but also to guide and co-
ordinate the activities of all the
international developnment
agencies,

Indicating her country's
articipation in the UN peace-
eepin rations, she said

Bangladesh had responded to
the appeal for contributing
forces for peace-keeping opera-
tions under the provisions of
the Charter and resolutions of
the UN Security Council.

She noted with satisfaction
that "our valiant soldiers have
gﬁne to the troublespols around

e world and given a good ac-
count of themselves in fulfill-
ing the tasks assigned to them
with honour, dlgﬂil}F and dedi-
cation to duty.”

She reiterated Bangladesh's
readiness to respond posilively
whenever called upon to assist
the peace process in accordance
with the Charter of the UIN.

The Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister aired anxiety about condi-
tions of the immigrants who
"do not receive the benefits and
protection” of the laws and con-
ventions that apply to those
fleeing political persecution.

Since many of them are also
in violation ol the imnugration
laws ol their host countries,
they often fall victim of ex-
ploitation and abuse, she
pointed out. It is a social issue,
an economic issue and also a
humanitarian issue that im-
pinges on human security.

Advocating the need of elim-
inating nuclear weapons once
for all, she said nuclear
weapons are an abomination
and IU.I'EH' can have no place in
a civilised world.

Pointing to Statue of Libert
in the US city, the Banglade

2 REUNS l BRI
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and infered thal New York and
this world body is surely a sin-
gularly appropriate place to
raise the issue ol international
migration before the world
comimunity,

She said her government
firmly believes in a political
system which will not only en-
sure the rule of law but also ac-
countability and transparency
of the government.

The fear of possibility of a
nuclear Armageddon has been
happily receded. What is called
for now is courage, confidence
and initiative to pursue the nu-
clear disarmament agenda in
all earnestness as the nuclear
powers themselves are commit-
ted to doing under Article IV of
the NFT.

Sheikh Hasina observed at
various international fora, and
seminars, tu%cnl arguements
are often put forward in favour
of unrestricted global flows of
capital, trade and services. "It
seems to us that an eq per-
suasive case can be made for
more deregulated movements of
labour.”

She underlined the concept
of sustainable-development as
the basis for national develop-
ment efforts.

“"We need to strengthen the
mechanisms for umuting
human rights wur]dgi
cially of the most vu]_ncra le
groups and to secure for them
rights to migrate to countries
and regions where t can con-
tribute and earn their best."

Solarz meets
Hasina

NEW YORK. Oct 24: Stephen
Solarz. the former US con-
gressman and co-chairman of
the National Democratic Insti-
tution (NDI). election observer

up, called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her hotel
suite hcé':sgcst:rday afternoon,

They held discussions on the
US-Bangladesh relations as
well as on the current situation
in Bangladesh.

During the discussion the
Prime Minister told the former
Congressman that she attaches
great importance to democracy
as an institution.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, who was present
in the meeting, said the presen
government has been taking
steps to establish democracy as

an institution.

Solarz told the jour-
nalists that Sheikh Hasina be-
lieves very strongly that the es-
tablishment of an enduring and
st.able democracy is a very -
portant factor in the economic
progress ol the country.

UNOCAL team to |

visit Dhaka to
find new areas

of investment

NEW YORK. Oct 24: The ch-
airman of UNOCAL, an Ame-
rican enterprise for gas and

ower development, called on

rime Minister Sheikh Hasina
al her Grand Hyatt Hotel suite
here yesterday afternoon,
reports UNB.

They discussed implementa-
tion of an integrated project in
Ereater Barisal district of

angladesh. The project has
three components — develop-
ment of Bhola gas field and
construction of gas pipeline
from Bhola to Barisal, con-

struction of a 210 m watt
power station plant at Barisal
and another at Bhola.

Thanking the UNOCAL
chairman for showing interest
in investment in Bangladesh.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
said, "the government is giving
all possible incentives to at-
tract fureign investment in
B esh.”

e UNOCAL chairman said
that they would soon send a del-
egation to Dhaka to examine
further possibilities to ex
its activities there. He said he
was impressed to see that offi-
cial complexities and time
killing tactics have been eased
and it now takes lesser time to
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Col. Rashid

When contacted over tele-
phone last night she said. "As a
Muslim, | cannot allow un-
known men to enter my house
at night in the absence of my
husband.” At least three truck
loads of police were surrounded
her house in the evening, she
added.

According to her. work at the
wash plant, composite tex-
tile other industrial units
owned by the family had al-
ready been affected due to in-
timidation from powerful guar-
Lers.

Rashid is one of the 14 ac-
cused in the case lodged with
l:lhalt:nhml!mruu:tIi:t thana :;rl this
month for the
bandhu. ilting

Rashid left the country lol-
lowing Awami League's return
lo power. according to reports.

Housewife commits
suicide in city

By DMC Correspondent

B i Sk b g
committed sui in-
secticifle in her residence at
Kn.lganl:n.lr in the city early yes-
Afrina Rahman alias
21 who got married to
Kamai Ahmed a couple ol
months fell sick Wednes-

day night after she reportedly
took insecticide.

Rubel’s body

recovered

from river

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Oct 24: Police re-
covered the body of Aminul Is-
lam Rubel from Sandhya river
near Dehergati village under

ﬁi ii"ﬁu?:; re :%ly

some local terrorists and
m thrown lntu Lthe river near
Deoarika

BNP activists

From Page 1

ve transit to India. "No transit

o India, shouted the demon-
ntratm's.

Holding the government re-

lihlt: for the killi of

n, who was said to have

mmmlttad suicide recently in

rally also demanded pun-
ishment to the killers of Tuhin.

Tuhin's elder brother also
addressed the rally.

The USA unit President of
BNP, Abdul Latif Samrat, Sec-
retary Zahir Khan and Jubo Dal
President Kammizzaman Babu
addressed the rally.

Meanwhile, a group of US
Awamni Lciﬁue gathered near
the UN headquarters demand-
ing repeal of the Indemnity Or-
tlinance and trial of the killers

1 of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-

Jibur [Ralunan.

Banking sector
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oriented and more eiffective. It
will make recommendations
for realising overdue loans and
to increase income and reduce
expenditure of the NCBs.

Other tasks of the committee
will be to enhance the standard
of services of the banks, make
the central bank more effective
to monitor the commercial
banks and suggest important
recommendations lor the na-
tional interest.

Two arrested
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parts ol the locality, police said.

Four Ansars were seriously
injured when a ghng of local
youths attacked them in front
of the Ansar Camp at around
4pm on Wednesday.

The platoon commander of
thccnm Ahmed Ali filed a case
with Mntijhccl thana in this
connection yesterday. However,

he did not name anyone in the
FIR, sources said.

Meanwhile, the injured
Ansar personnel who were un-
der treatment nt the DMCH

Wednesday night were shifted to
the Railway Hospital, sources
added. -

The Daily Star

UNFPA, UNICEF chiefs
meet Prime Minister

NEW YORK, Oct 24: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina had
meetings with heads of differ-

ent UN w here yesterday.

r

The E:ttutive Director of
UNFPA Dr Nafis Sadik and Ex-
ecutive Director of UNICEF Ms
Carrol Belamy called on the
Prime Minister separately at
her hotel suite in the morning.

Primme Minister s préss secre-
tary told newsmen later that
the UNFPA Executive Director
appreciated the Bangladesh
government for making
progress in the population con-
trol programme.

uoting Dr Nafis Sadik he

said some of the UNFPA pro-

ammes in Bangladesh would

completed by 1998. The

UNFPA had already offered
some technical assistance to
Bangladesh in checking the
population explosion.

Dr Nafis Sadik said priority
should be given to bring down
the rate of infant mortality in

Bangladesh.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina thanked the UNFPA

chief for identifying problems
in the population sector She
identified poverty as the main
obstacle towards development.

Schoolboy
kidnapped

in Barisal
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL Oct 24: A school-
boy was allegedly kidnapped by
some unidentified people here
this morning.

According to Kotwali police
Anup Sarker. 12, a student ol
class eight of Barisal Zilla

School, was kidnapped [rom
the school gate at 10:30am
Anup's father, Dr Harendra
Nath Sarker, is the medical of-
ficer of Betagi thana health
currﬁlﬂl of Barguna district.

o Rani Sarker, Anup's
mother [iled a case one
Sefali Rani ri of Dumuria
village of Jhalakathi district
and five others in connection
with the of her son.

Family feud may be the
cause of the kidnapping. police
sabd. Anup is vel 10 he rescuecd.

One chopped to death

Meanwhile, a rice seller was
allegedly chupfcd to death at
Chowthama village under
Nazirpur thana of Perojpur
district last night.

According to police, Ashraf
i'_:jii Mirdha. t;z. was attacked in

s garden by some unidentified
when he came out of his
after taking meal in the
night. He was rushed o
in a critical econdition but
breathed his last on the wa
The killing t be the t
of enmity over . police said.
Police arrested one woman in
this connection.

Hasina emphasised the need for
engaging women in economic
activities so that they them-
selves could take care of their
children.

After her meeting with the
Prime Minister. the Executive
Director of UNICEF Carrol Be-

lun]r l-.'ld “I am m rpy
rlll! mtniittr (Sheikh
asina) on the ﬂﬂlrt of the
children of
She appreciated the pro-
amme undertaken the

government the
ch

development.
Emphasising child health,
the Prime Minister said the
UNICEF could undertake a pro-
gramme to deworm the children
{wice a year.
She also urged the UNICEF
to help the government in its
rogramme to stop child
abour.

PM s entourage

Energy officials’

reaction

By Staff Correspondent

Primme Minister Sheikh
Hasina's meeting in New York
with leading US investors in
energy sector has generated ad
verse reaction among officials
of the Energy Ministry and the
Pr!mhnnf]n.

Tlﬂ elt that the meeting
ignored the role of energy ex-

s as none of them were in-
cluded in the PM's entourage,
according to sources concerned

The sources sald that al
though the plan for hold Inf
such a meeting was conce
about a month ago, none of the
experts or top officials con
cerned were asked to brief the
PM's entourage on the energy
sector in the country. On the
other hand, top officials of the
energy ministry voluntarily
briefed the foreign ministry,

they added.
hc!l'he team took the energy

sector investors meeting very
lightly and considered the sec-
tor to be like any other sector.
But energy sector deals with
natural resources of the coun-
try. It is not a matter of invest-

ment only.” said one official
requesting anonymity.
Some officials maintained

that investment in the ener
sector should not be dealt by
Board of Invesiment. as it has
got many components which
required specialised

They also expressed their
‘'surprise’ that the PM's en-
tourage 'did not include the En-

Hlniﬂr.r the sources said.

quclucnad the in-

valvement of P:m an . in-

i = sing the in

n n -

E:nﬁn mﬂm‘ Such a preo-

gramme lhnuld have been or-

ganised by an ‘appropriate

company, which is

in dealing with energy sector.

Some rickshaws in frnnt of the Jatiya Preu Club salzed hjl"
the Dhaka City Corpora-tion duringadrive against

unauthorised rickshaws yes-terday.

—Star photo

Ghali
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expressed deep satislaction over

the establishment of democraey
in the country.

Reeiprocating the feeling of
Ghali, the Prime Minister said
Bangladesh would work for en-
suring world peace, economic
and social ‘progress of the
mankind.

She also said Bangladesh
was already committed to all
UN charters and declarations.

The prime minister said her
country would cooperate with
all UNRé?ttlativ:a Lur world

ace, erring to the partici-
E:tinn ol B desh in I:h: UN
peace keeping forces in varfous
countries, the prime minister
said Bangladesh troops were
still ready to join peace keeping
forces in Burundi.

In this connection, the
Brirm: minister requested the

N Secretary General to expe-
dite the arrear payment of al-
lowances of the peace keeping
forces alreﬁy working in vari-
ous th a]gluhc The UN
Se-cret General assured that
it would be done quickly

Referring to t trngir: as-
sassination of the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and subse-
quent enactment of the Indem-
nity Ordinance, Sheikh Hasina
told the UN Secretary General
that her flundamental right to
seek justice and trial of the
killers of her father' which was
puaranteed the UN, was de-
nied, "1 have ome the victim
of indemnity act as | have no
right to seek u-uee fnr the

l killing of my fat

5-member body starts
reviewing cases of

150 officials
Star Report

The committee, formed to
review the cases of the officials
who were sent on retirement

the previous ment, held
its tll:lrd meettgnn;ﬁlmtht city yes-
terday.

Accnrdin to official
sources, the 5-member commit-
tee will review the petitions of
over 150 officials seeking rein-
statement

The committee has recom-
mended the reinstatement of
Faizullah, a former chairman
of the Land Reform Board and
of Waliur Rahman, a former
ambassador, during its review

meetings. according to sources.

AB Bank
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Salman Rahman and others of
Beximco.

It also said that the bank
was thinking of providing a 12
per cent cash dividend to the
shareholders, but this could be
materialised because of the
pruﬂlelunlng pressure of the

Tk 170 crore loans.

owever, the bank declared
issuance of one bonus share for
every ten shares.

It also declared that the
bank earned an operating t
of Tk 38,19 crore in 1995, 15.77
per cent increase over that of
1994,

The AGM was presided over

|

| Dil'éct:i\ft to check

fertiliser
smuggling

A technical committee
would be constituted to frame
necessa recommendations
for .pcc% disposal of smug-
cases, reports UNB.
decision was taken at a

of the National Anti-
ng Committee in the
with Homme Min-

slarn in the chair.
lEChI’]H‘.‘II :ummlttct

nl' Home Iniatrjr Bnnﬂadmh
Rifles. Police. Customs and Law
Ministry, said an official
handout

The meeting directed the
concerned authorities to take
immediate measures for pre-

venting smuggling of fertilizer
througi Kutubdia-Moheshkhali
channel

The Home Minister ordered
Police. BDR and other con-
cerned authorities to take imn-
mediate I'I'IEIILII"!'! to stop infil-

city
ister
Thl_-

tration tIh:liiI drugs. spe-
cially Phensidyl into the coun
try

Decision has also been taken
at the meeting to collect more
patrol vehicles for Coast Guard
as early as possibie.

Cabinet Secretary Syed
Ahmed, Home Secrelary Svyed
Rezaul Hayat, high officials of
BDR, Police and other con

cerned departiments attended
the meeting

Anniversary of
Sher-e-Bangla’s
birth today

Different socio-cultural or-
ganisations have drawn up an
elaborate programme to ob-
serve the 123rd birth anniver-
xu'ly of Sher-e-Bangla A K Fa-
zlul Haq today., UNB.

Sher-e- Blng!l Jatiya Gob-
eshona Parishad and
Bangladesh Jatiya Bektitta
Gobeshona Kendra will jointly
organise a seminar at the
mazar of the great leader at 3

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak will attend the
function as chiefl guest while
State Minister for Jute and
Textile h K Faezul Haq will be

tiﬂ I’nr
H-mnnll . Sher-e-
Ban and Present Eltuntlnn

will held at the Jatiya Press
Club at 4 pm.

20 hurt as JCD
factions clash

- 1n Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Oct 24: At least
20 activists of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) were injured
in a scuffle between two rival
factions who went to Rajshahi
airport to accord reception 1o
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyvan and other
leaders who arrived here from
Dhaka this morning on way to
Jaipurhat to Egg'ld party func--

tion,
Rajshahi City Corporation
Mayor Mizanur Minu

was also manhandled by rival
groups, a parl}r press release
said

Hnm:r police on duty at
airport brought the situation
under control. JCD leaders —-
Sultan, Akbar, Merin and Mah-
fuzul Huq among others were
injured in the incident, the
press release said.

Meanwhile, 15 JCD leaders
including Md Zillur Rahman,
convenor, Rajshahi JCD and
Motiur Rahman Montu. vice
president, central committee of
Chhatra Dal. among others. in
a joint statement condemned
the incident.

Nari Samaj
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administration did their duty
by simply 'closing’ them. she
said

- The conference, held at
the A auditorium, was at-
tended among others by Maleka
m. Rokeya Kabir, Dr Naila
Khan. Shaheen Anam, Advo-
cate Salma Ali, Elina Khan,
Latla Arjuman, Advocate
Khaleda Khatun, Helen Rahman
and Eva Khandawker.
Yasmin Khatun, 14, was rape
and killed by a group of patrol
icemen at Dosh Mile near
ajpur town in the morning

of 24 last year.
ation, the CID

invest
lice chargesheeted six po-
icemen in last and hear-
ing of the case ina ]

cnurt in Rangpur a cou of

'Ih::ngis also put forward a
five-point demand which in-
clude, immediate steps by the

it to stop repression
on women, action inst those
responsible for delaying pun-
ill:lezﬂl to the culprits and nec-
essary amendment to women
prevention laws and their
pro enforcement.
olicemen found guilty of
such crimes should be summar-
ily tried, the women leaders
said and demanded new legisila-
tion for police. if necessary,
where "there would be no room
for saving the policemen in the
name seeking government

¢ SNS leaders claimed
that the government and pn]ili
EI] parties -!:rt not taki

J M Hnﬂha:l Khan. Chairman l sary Hm Ui
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From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Oct 24: One
Moinuddin saved the lives of
train by raising a

mc of red cloth near Arani
ilway Bridge under Bagha
thana yesterday morning.
According to Railway
sources, Moinuddin. son of late
Mohiuddin of Arani village.
while walking along the rail
track saw a few broken
and a portion of the track dis-
laced at a place near the

As a local man. he knew that
the Kopatakhya Express would
arrive soon. He at once procured
a piece of red cloth and when he
saw the train coming at 7 30
am he signalled the driver to
siop by raising the red cloth.
The train stopped saving the

lives of passengers

Kailashtila Gas
Field workers
stage sit-1n

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Oct 24 Work in the
Kailashtila Gas Field of Sylhet
(;as Field a subsidiary of
Petrobangla, came to a stand
still due to an eight -hour 'Sit-In
loday. The All-party Action
( ommittee held the demon-
stration for the second day to-
thav 10 press their six-point de-

TIARLE !

L1 demands include the set
biie ap of the Fractionation
bt at the Kailashtila Gas
Fiell and jeb opportunities lor
thie lowal peopl

Alleged thief
jumps from
4th floor, dies

By DMC Correspondent

A suspected thief, who
jumped from the fourth floor of
a buil at Zigatola in the
city, died at the Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) yes-
lerday.

Alam, 265, son of on¢
Bashiruddin Sheikh, sustained
fatal when he tried Lo
escape Wednesday How-
ever, his accnmplice, fiq. was
caugln by the local people. He
was lLier arresiod h'_’f Dhan-
mioncdi police.

i

Female gang

leader held
with 5, gold
recovered

By Staff Correspondent
Police yesterday arrested a
female leader and five of

Irm]hﬂummmt:uybymk
ing the inmates sanseless by
mixing sedatives with food.

Dhanmendi thana OC and
sub-inspector Nurul Islam had
king dawn the gang for
the last ien days and finally
nabbed the leader Razia
Khatun and others — Mar-
iom. Khurshida, Chandi Das,
Altaf Hussain and ahan
— from different areas of the
city. police said.

Police also recovered valu-
ables | ten tolas of gold
from their !

There were cases the
arrested persons with Dhan-
mondi. Tejgaon. Motijheel,
Sabujbagh and Sutrapur
thanas. police said.

BDR men

From Page |
and conlined the BDR men in-
side the market by locking its
main gate,
The businessmen released

the BDR rsonnel in the
evening following a meeting
with tput}r Commissioner

Rafiqul Islam, Shajamal Raj
and BDR Commanding Officer
Lt Col Ziaul Haider.

When contacted. BDR Sector
Commander Col Motaher Hos-
siin said punitive action would
be taken against the accused af-
ler proper investigation.

Save Dhaka

From Page 1

Today's campaign
participated by scout units ﬁ'nlll
Chinhamukta scout group of
Palashi, Palashi Government
Primary School, EnE'm'l:
Umveru ty School, ﬂod
Government
Dhaka District Innuh

Scouts,

Dhaka District Sea
DMMMME

will be

School

:
School and Na Hos-
sain Ali High School in their
respective areas.

‘Weights &

From Page 1

This correspondent visited
four jewellery shops in the
city's New Market area and
found that none was using
weights in gram. The shopkeep-
ers said that most of the cus-
tomers were familiar with the
traditional 'bhori’ system and
so they were using this. "But the
customers can always have an
option.,” said a shopkeeper
pn[ntjng his finger at a set of
wei hts in gram kept in a box

the shelf. It was however
nnt possible to check whether
those bore any BSTI seal but the
shopkeeper admitted that he
had no certificate.

"The problem is not with the
thousands of vendors on the
streets or in the kitchen mar-
kets. It is with the big busi-
nesses where anomaly of even
half a gram mcansmlﬂ;] n}'
mnrgbzn said a top official o

There are about 22 manufac-
tures of ts in the country
and many of them are also in-
volved in marketing unverified
and unstamped weights contra-
vening the law. sources at the
BSTI pointed out.

measures

During 19495-1996 BSTI] set
up 109 mobile courts and con-
ducted 282 raids in different
parts of the country. They filed
1010 cases against unscrupu-
lous businessmen and
Tk 2,.82,427. Most of these fined

were owners of jewellery shops
and petrol pumps, the sources

H‘d per law, an anomaly of
w,
nﬁmﬁmlinmlrlitn:d'pttrﬂh
ble but it often run upto
100 mi per litre. they said.

The BSTI nfficiﬂum
pointed out that it was to
use wooden balance to weight

things. As the balance must
be made of metal, preferably of
iron.

"You see in | and
elsewhere in the country, every
cloth shop is using in-

stead of meters as

the law. Now we have r‘tmmbr
persuade the businessmen io
adopt metric which was
introduced in the country in
1982 through an ordinance.”
said another official.

"Even with the existing
manpower we could have done
better if we were given
and other resources.” he
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