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It must have been the free
flow of information, availa-
bitity of all sorts of fashion

magazines and access to a
whole new world of cable

T\’ culture that turn on

in many among
mnl section of the

ty to look beautiful as
thl: nu:vdcls on the mini
screens or on pages of tﬂc
magazines. To cater to the
need of the new breed of

Taliban fighters beat
back offensive
concerned about fal-

Teens and
Twenties

Duke Nukem 3D, Sear-
chmgﬁurtheﬂecreta

The Ghost of Anne; The
Pursuit; A Nightmare
Page 9

NEWS BRIEFS

Khaleda returns
today

BNP c son and leader
of the in Parliagnent
Begum leda Zia returns
home from Saudi Arabia bgt
Saudia flight this mnrmnf
gum Zia along with her family

royal  at

fateha
at the 'Rawza Mobarak of
Prophet Muhammad (SM) at
Madina. reports UNB.

A 7.500-line new digital

exchange was laun-
ched at Gulshan in the capital

yesterday. Chairman of T&T

Board MH Chowdhury in-
augurated the exc by mak
ate call to Post and

Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim at the other
end. The analogue telephones

-ruh 61 gmup would be.
--ri re-

pl-ac Elmthm
c.:gﬁ nnfthe

h-gut t:lcplw-nc would r
same, reports UNB.
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Prime Minister

KARTIK 10 1403 BS.

addresses UNGA session

UNITED NATIONS(New
York). Oct 24: Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina today called fur
enhanced partnership betwee
develuptdp and devtlupi
countries in trade matters a
for better integration of the
least developed countries into

the global economy. reports
UNB.

Placing a 12-point agenda
for peace, security and devel-

opment at the United Natlions,
she said: "We necd urgent im-
plementation of plans of action
that have already been agreed
upon to lift the st among
the developing countries from
the miasma ol despondency.”
"We need to convert the
world from a military to a civil
econ securing rights of in-
dividuals and sharing resources
fairly and equita Z’ the
Bangladesh Prime inister

said in her speech in the 51si

stressin

session of UN General Assem-
bly today.
She also stressed the need
lor implementation of the
‘global plan of action' for im-
prmrﬂnﬁnl of living conditions.
In her uaddress, Sheikh
Hasina said problems existing
among the countries are to be
through bilateral discus-
sions. "We solicit just distribu-
tion of all common resources
including waters with our
neighbouring country in con-
sonance with this guideline.”
Shie reverberated the speceh
delivered by Father of the Na-
tion Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman 20 years back
the need for marshal-
ing the 'forces of reason to bring
about a just international eco-
nomic order'.
She told the General Assem-
bly of the world body that the
pace ol progress during the last

two cecades, in Bangladesh, had
been extremely slow because of
political hurdle since the assas-
sination of father of the nation
im the August 15, 1975 military
coup.

"My government is deter-
minecid to accelerate economic
growth in order to eradicate
poverty once and for all." she
sald, adding "Economic growth
with equity and social justice
remains our national goal.”

Hasina pledged that the
richts of women and children
and of minorities would be up-

‘Tiecld by the government as its

sacred duty.

"Like most countries around
the world we have opted for an
open economy based on the free
market and an outward-look-
ing trade strategy,” she said and
hoped the macroeconomic sta-
hility that Bandladesh enjoys

See Page 12 Col |

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina presided over a meeting with a select group of CEOs headed
by Congressman Bill Richardson at the Hotel Grand Hyatt in New York on Wednesday.
—AFP{'UNH phote

Most of the traders across
the country are cheating cus-
tomers by using unverified and
unsiamped weights and mea-
sures which the Bangladesh
Standards Testing Institute
(BSTI) is teo weak to check. ac-
cording to sources in the BSTI.

As per law, every t used
in sh and businesses houses
must
back but not a single shop
more than twenty visited by
this corr ent in the city
was found complying with the
law.

BST! officials claimed that
they had only 14 inspeciors
countrywide including lour in
the Dhaka division to check the
widespread anomalies. With
this manpower. the problem is
too big to handle' . they said.

"Every weight — small or
large — after being manulfac
tured, must be verified by the
BST] There has (o be a hole on
ihe back ol the weight during
manufacture. The department

ar BST! hallmark on its
out of

dWeights' and measures in most
shops don t have BSTI hallmark

By Morshed Ali Khan

uses lcad to fill up the hole and
puts a seal on top of the filler.”
satd a BSTI official. "Without
this seal and the filler. the
weight is incorrect and illegal ”

Moreover, many shops. par
ticularly those of jewellery are
using “lllegal” weights such as
tola’, ‘bheori’ and ana’ instead of
gram as required by the law

"If you walk into a gold shop,
the salesman will tell you the
prices in terms of Bheri’ and
weigh your gold with seeds and
other unconventional weights =
said a BSTI olficial

Like other shops or busi
nesses, jewellery shops must
have their welghts In gram,
verified and stamped on the
back by the BSTI inspectors. the
ollicial said

“In Dhaka division, after
lilling the back of the weighi
with lead we put a seal with a
codde such as 'S | for weights
npto | kg said an official of the
Metrology Wing of the BST]
After inspection, BSTI inspe

tors issue a certificate for a
nominal fee of about Tk 30 for a
se¢l of weights. The certificate
must be renewed every year al-
ter verification ol the weights
by the BST] inspectors, the offi.
cial added

According to The Standards
ol Weights and Measures Ordi-
TR =0 anvedaie Linhing To
Frm’lm ¢ a cortificate could be
ined upto Tk 1.000 with six
months imprisonment Any
body using weights other than
in the metric system s Hable 10
Iwo years imprisomment with a
Me of Tk 1,000, Using or mar
keting of werights without
proper seal ol the authorities is
!Hlﬂlll-hrlhh' with a fine of Tk
2.000

To avoid detectlon by rele
van! officials, most jewellery
shops two sets of s —

orl’ and the other in
and they maintain her
the BSTI offi

one in
il
records in gram’
clals said.

See Page 12 Col 7

Leaders on Sammilita Narn Samaj addressing a press conference at the WVA auditorium in

the city yesterday demanding stoppage of repression on women by police.

Y asmin murder case

Move to save culprits,
alleges Nari Samaj

By Staff Correspondent

of Yasmin
r to
Rangpur court has ated
the process of trial and has
given rise to suspicion that

The transfer

| there was a conspiracy to save

the accused persons. the Sam-
milita Nari Samaj (SNS) al-
leged yesterday.

The Nari Samaj at a press
conference in the city also al-

leged that repression on women

by police had increased in the

coun But proper trial and
rxamE.r'y punishment for the

policemen involved in repres.
sion on wolnen was not en
sured they :

Citing éxampiles of incidents
of rape by policemen in the last
six months Advocate Sigma

Huda at the conference
that the lice administration
did not file any specific case

against the culprits. The police
See Page 12 Cal 6

—Star photo

Procession in
Rangpur,

memo to DC
From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Oct 24: About
1000 men and women held a
rally and paraded the streets ol
the town yesie rda{_r-:kmxling
punishment to killers Yasmin

The processionists belong-
ing to different non-govern-
ment orginasations (NGOs)
came from far flung areas of

Greater Rangpur zone.

Later they submitted a mem
orandum to the Deputy Com
missioner urging the authori-
lies to ac Its six-point de-
mand including publication of
Yasmin murder enquiry report.

Dhaka places 12-pt agenda for
peace, security & development

Ghali praises
Dhaka’s role in
peacekeeping

NEW YORK. Oct 24: UN Secre-
tary General Boutros Boutros
Ghali today lauded the role ot
Bangladesh in maintaining
world peace. particularly the
massive participation of
Bangladeshi troops in the peace
keeping forces of the world
hﬂdé reports BSS.

hali expressed this view
during over an hour-long
meeting with Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at his
office at the UN headquarters
here this noon.

The UN Secretary General
appreciated the democralic
movement of Bangladesh and

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Cheney hosts

dipner In
PM’s honour

NEW YORK, Oct 24: Prime |

Minister Sheikh Hasina told
the US investors that her gov-
ernment was working hard to
accelerate growth rate through
several economic reforms, re-
ports UNB.

She was attending a dinner
hested in her honour by former
US Defence Secretary and
Chairman of Halliburton Com-
pany Dick Cheney Wednesday
evening.

Hasina told the US busi-
nessmen that investment 1-
icy had been liberalised and le-

gal steps taken to remove bat- |

tlenecks to attract private in-
vestment. She also mentioned
the package incentives offered
by the government.

The Prime Minister urged
the investors to visit Bangla-
desh to observe the prevailing
investment climate.

AMADI-US-SANI 11 1417 HIJRI
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' family

Earlier. Dick Cheney called

on the Prime Minister at her
hotel suite.

[

. | The Daily

| Dhaka Metropolitan

| neering and Technology

'| from 9 am to

BNP activists

demonstrate 1n
front of UN HQ

NEW YORK. Oct 24: The USA
nnit of Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP] staged a demon-
siration in front of the UN
headquarters hours before
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
addressed the UNGA session to-
day. reports UNB

Some 100 members of BNP
and its front organisations held
meeting beside the UN Plaza,
lew yards from the UUN head-
uarters. When the main oppo-
sifion party activists were
demonstrating at about 1 pm.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was in a meeting with UN Secre
tary (ieneral Boutros Boutros
(shali

he expatriate BNP leaders
criticising the government for.
what they said, perpetrating re-
I‘rlr"-‘il-un on their colleagues at
wwome chanled slogans
Down with killer Hasina. '
‘We brought independence, we
will protect it ... we broughi
democracy we will protect it.”

The NI rally also crilicised
the government for its move 1o

Ser Page 12 Col 3

Save Dhaka, Clean
Dhaka campaign
resumes today

By Staff Reporter

The Save Dhaka Clean
Dhaka campaign. sponsored by
Star in cooperalion
with the Bangladesh Scouts,
SCouls,
Dhaka Regional Scouts and
Bangladesh University of Engi-
I
sumes today.

Boy and Girl scouts will mo-
tivate the citizens door to door
11 am, urging
them to dispose of their house-
hold garbage at the fixed places

' or i the dustbin between 6 pm

1 10 pm every day.
The campaign began on Oc-

| tober 4 and continued every
| weekend.

See Page 12 Col 8
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WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥ 2sie

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.
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199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.
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6-member reform committee

Report on banking
sector 1n 4 months

The government has consti-
tuted a six-member "Bank Re-
form Committee” to evaluate
the overall situation of the na-
tionalised banking sector and
make recommendations for
raising efficiency and effec-
tiveness of the nationalised
commercial banks [NCBs). re-
ports UNB.

An official announcement
yesierday said the committee
was formed Wednesday with
former Adviser of the caretaker
government Kazi Fazlur Rah-
man as its Chairman.

Other members of the com-
mittee are former adviser Dr
Wahiduddin Mahmud. Prime
Bank managing director Lutfar
Rahman Sarker. former bank
managing directors Soleman
Chowdhury and Baharul Islam,
and Deputy Attorney General

| Shahabuddin Ahmed,

The committee will submit
its report to the government
within next four months with
necessary recommendations af-
ter reviewing the overall situa-

tion prevailing in the nation-
alised banking sector.

Announcement of the for-
mation of the committee is seen
by the officials of the banking
circle here as a move for bring-
ing about immediate financial
discipline in the ailing nation-
alised banking sector.

According to them, a huge
amount of classified lpans,
most of which were from the
NCBs, had virtually made the
bhanks sick. drastically reduc-
ing their new lending capabili-
lies.

Some sources claimed that
50 per cent of the total credit of
Tk 38,000 crore channelled
over the years have become
classified and it has now be-
come necessary to recapitalise
the banks for them to work ef-
fectively and efficiently.

The committee will formu-
late policy for recruitment.
training and promotion of offi-
cers and employees to make the
bank administrations service-

See Page 12 Col 3

| Chittagong Medical

Police cordon off residence
of Col. Rashid in city

Star Report

Police last night cordoned
ofl the Gulshan residence of Col
(retd) Abdur Rashid in connec-
tion with the case for the
killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Daughter poisoned

to death by mother

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Oct. 24: A
mother poisoned her 8 month
old daughter to death at Heyako
village under Fotikchhari
thana today. police said.

Jarina Khatun herself later
tried to commit suicide by tak-
ing poison but she survived as
members rushed her to
the local health complex. Police
said, Jarina took the de
action because of lamily prob-
lems.

Police claiined that they had
warrant ol arrest against Col
(retd) Rashid and court order for
attachment of his movable
property.

The main entrance of the
hotise was however, found
low ked from inside,

None was allowed by police
to enter or move out of the
house. Rashid's daughter was
intercepted by them at the main
gate of the house at around 9 pm
and she left the place, witnesses
said.

Police personnel alleged that
Rashid's wife passed abusive
remarks against them from in-
sicle the gate. They were not al-
lowed entry inside as it was al-
ready night. they added.

Zobaida, wife of Rashid,
claimed “this is for the [ourth
lime our residence has been
ravchoed by police.

h‘! b rlﬂ;" 12 {-ﬂi tj
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re-excavate

city lakes, develop parks

An inter-ministerial meet-
ing yesterday stressed the need
for close coordination among
concerned organisations to
keep the capital city clean and
tidy and preserve its environ-
ment, reports UNB

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Zillur Rahman pre
sided over the meeting. City
Mayor Muhammad Hanif. State
Minister for LGRD Sayed Abul
Hossain and secretaries ol the
ministries concerned atlended
the meeting.

The meeting. held at the con
ference room of the LGRD and
(‘voperatives Ministry. decided
v develop and maintain the
| kes at Dhanmondi, Gulshan.

| Isanani and Baridhara in the

LY.
It also directed the authori

ties concerned to take up pro
grammes for planting trees on

roadside dt'vrl{:ﬂ parks, reex
cavate the city lakes and ponds
and bring those under piscicul

ture programme and maintaii
architectural installations

The meeting also underlined
the importance of carrving oul

First medical report

Krishna Ram
was raped

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Oct 24 Police
say Lhe preliminary medical
report on Krishna Rani Nath
[15), indicates she was raped

The girl was taken to the
College
Hospital for further examina
hon today and the final report
is expected on Saturday

Krishna was gangraped by
five terrorists after abduction
on the night ol Tuesday in Hat
hazari thana area. police said
She was kidnapped while re
lurning home {rom a cinema
hhall accompanied by her ma
lernal uncle

However. the terrorisis are
yet to be nabbeql.

11 policemen arrested

for Murtuza killing

ISLAMABAD. (xt 24 Prinw

| Minister Benazir Bhutto's gov-
| eriment today arrested 11
- licemen in connection with last

¥)-

of her
the au-

month’'s brutal slayi
estranged brother,

thorities, reports AFP
The arrests were nnnmmnr:d

in a terse statement issued by
the ce department in south-
ermn achi.

"We have arrested 11 police-
men, who have been charged
with murder.” said the state-
ment. The most senior police
officer to be arrested was a po-
lice inspector. The others were
junior

Muritaza Bhutlio died lasl
September 20 in a hail ol police
bullets outside his home in the

southern rt city of Karachi
Seven of Fﬂ stipporters died
along with him.

At the timme a devastated,

Ms. Bhutto sakd her younger
brother's death was a "conspir-
acy” against the Bhutto family
and her government.

The police officers were ar
restied on the eve of a memorial
sérvice for her brother, which is
a tradition in Islam 40 days al
ter the death

The details ol the arrests
were not immediately avail
able.

—— - —
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cleanliness drive in everv ward
and mahalla to create aware-
ness aimong the citv dwellers.

[ count

| avoid

Keeping construction materials |

ETE A Y vy and  chunpin
garbauves Lhieie and there '-IIEIIII{

e discouraged, it said

Zillur said pgovernmenl
semi-government and au-
tonomous organisations must
work unitedly and in a planned
wiy 1o ensure infrastructural
lacilities 1o the city dwellers
and preserve natural beauty of
the capital.

Attack on Ansars:

Two arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were arrested
yesterday in connection with
the attack on Ansars in South
Gopibagh. near Kamalapur
railway station on Wednesday.

Following the incident. po
hi e from adjoining thanas in-
cluding Sutrapur. Demra and
Shabujbagh raided dilterent

See Page 12 (0l 3
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SEC for Central
Depository
System

The Securities and Excha
Commission (SEC) has taken
thie initiative to introduce Cen-
iral Depository System in the
's capital market to
orgery scripts. reports
BSS.

The capital market regula-
tory body has formed a six-
member committee to find out
the modalities and operational
[rame-work of the system.

The committee members are
: br A KM Shahabub Alam,
niember of SEC, Amin Laskar,
member of FBCCI, Abdul Hafiz
Chowdhury. member of MCCI,

' Abdul Hug Howladar, council-

lor ol DSE. Rizwan-LBia-
Farouq. Director of CSE and Ms
Zeenat Iftekhar, Assistant Gen-
eral Manager of the Investment
Corporation of Bangladesh
(1ICB).

Details on page 6

AB Bank taking
steps to recover

defaulting loans
By Staff Correspondent

The Board of Directors of
Arab-Bangladesh Bank yester-
day assured the shareholders
that steps were being taken in
conjunction with the
Bangladesh Bank and the Min-
istry of Finance to recover de-
faulting loans of about Tk 170
crore taken by the Beximco
Group, according to competent
SOUTCes.

The Board said this in the
14th Annual General Meeting

| (AGM) of the bank held at a lo-

cal hotel when some sharehold-
ers wanted to know what the
management was doing about
the huge defaulting loans of

See Page 12 col 5

Traders confine 7
BDR men for 5-hr
in Chuadanga

CHUADANGA, Oct 24: Seven
BDR men were confined by a
group of angry businessmen for
about five hours at the local
New Market after they
ransacked an audio-cas
shop in the market today.

ports UNB. .
=d | (= Vrerrarvily

tte
m-

“Wiinesses
Moula. Deputlv Assistant Direc-
tor of BDR 28 Hattalion, had an
altercatioir with the staff of an
| audio cassette shop over the
yrice for a cassette atb Lt nan
LH at about 12:30 pm.

Later. the BDR ollicer with
sevenn BDR jawans allegedly at-
tacked the shop and ransacked
1 -
| learing the news. the lellow
businessman rushed the spot

Sec Page 12 Col 8

2 killed 1n Ctg

gas explosion

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 24: Two
persons were killed and three
others injured in a gas explo-
sion today at Sagarika road un-
der Pahartoli thana. police

said.
The dead were identified as

. Abdul Mannan. 40, and Sagirul

Alam. 18. The injured were ad-

' mitted into Chittagong medical

. hmflta] [or treatment.
| SAIlC

Police
the explosion occurred at
while about 11 am were cutting
some iron pipes in front of a
shop. The pipes were prncured
from ship breaking vard.

Police recovered the bodies
and sent them to CMCH for au-
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