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Short on Action

|  Incidents of gruesome and mysterious murder
have increasingly been making newspaper head-
lines for quite sometime. A lew of them have re

sulted from personal enmity but several were di-
rectly related to the problem ot law and order. A
small number seemed to have even political over-
tones. Anyway, rising crimes — notwithstanding
their forms — are an alarming sign that demands
to be taken seriously.

Home Minister Rafiqul Islam appears to be
alive to the situation. At a discussion meeting at
the PG hospital auditorium, he declared that he
would quit the job it he fails to discharge the
responsibilities of his ministry. Although the
main focus of his statement was on making the
road safe for the public, which he vowed to do
within six months, the home minister made it
clear that he was equally determined to address the
far bigger problem of law and order in all areas of
society. :

That the minister has already done some
ground-work for a crusade against the country s
number one social problem, terrorism that is.
must not be overlooked. But at the same time we
notice with worry that his ministry is yet to
embark on a radical action-plan to root out the
prime cause of terrorism.

The Bangla daily Bhorer Kagoj carried a series of
reports on the chain of terrorists and their
operational mechanism. In the report accusing
finger has been pointed at just a score of mafia-like
bosses who enjoy high social standing. The hard
truth is that il the home minister cannot catch
those behind-the-scene godfathers, the drive
against terrorists will hardly succeed. The recent
spurt in the incidence of murder may not be an iso-
lated case because the Killers were either hired for
settling old scores or they knew no other way for
their survival. Whatever may be the compulsion,
we need to identify the killers and recover the ille

gal arms in their hands. Without nabbing their
mentors this is impossible.

Is the home minister ready to take up the chal-
lenge? In the United Kingdom, one incident of
killing of school children in Dunblane has moved
the House of Commons to pass a law banning al-
most all types of handguns. We also need to step up
our vigilance against the use of mastans as,
hirelings and ensure a much stricter enforcement
of the law, so that no one — no matter how rich or
powerful he may be — can evade it.

Mission to Myanmar

Bangladesh and Myanmar, it is hoped, would
sign a bilateral trade agreement later this month.
Commerce and Industries Minister Tofael Ahmed,
who is going to Yangon for the signing, said on
Tuesday in Dhaka Bangladesh wauld strive to at-
tain prosperity marching in step with its neigh-
bours.

Neighbours are the best natural partners in
business and in overall economic progress, which
is but a step short of cultural and total societal en-
richment. As a part of Pakistan we could not open
up to possibilities of such shared progress. Inde-

pendence should have meant just such an opening
as there are now signals around of radically in-
creasing trade and other forms of economic
cooperation with India, Nepal. Bhutan and Sri
Lanka.

And what a neighbour we have in Myanmar!
That big big country with the most unrealised eco-
nomic potential of perhaps all of world's nations.
We have a common border that has for centuries
provided cushion for healthy and hefty border
trade. And how much time does it take to fly to
Yangon? It is some minutes more than it takes for
a fight to Kathmandu, the foreign capital nearest to

Bengal port, like Madras and is a stone's throw
from Chittagong, by the scale of nautical distances.
Our two nations can any day strike a big
partnership-in-progress deal — it's just awaiting
an eager step forward on the part of both. Let the
border trade agreement be a beginning towards
that.

U Nu, Myanmar has been closing itself up inwards
~ a selzexile into isolation. Lately things there
have been moving towards more intercourse with
the outside world. On our part we too had an attitu-
dinal problem regarding that country as also oth-
ers further east. Twenty-three years of Pakistan

helping of westmania had indeed closed our mind
Hanoi was nearer to Dhaka than Delhi. This has to
change. The Epoch of the Regions is already here.
have in SAARC.

extension of ties with Myanmar.

Thackeray Antic
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Dhaka. But Yangon, on the Irrawaddy, is a Bay of"

It is true that for the decades following the fall of

and a warped politics garnished by a persistent
to everything near and eastwards. We never knew
Perhaps all we need for our emergence as a regional
economic power is to add Myanmar to what we

So, all our good wishes for our first meaningful

Mr Bal Thackeray is no relation of India-born
Nobel Laureate William Makepeace Thackeray.
The possibility of confusion has long been very
ably removed by the former through a brand of vio-
lently communal politics basing itself on sheer re-
ligious bigotry. Bombay, now Mumbai because the
Shiv Sena leader wants it to be so called, has fallen
to his SS-type fascist cadre and Maharashtra, the
most forward-looking and culturally advanced of
Indian states is under his political control.

The fundamentalist leader has shot into world
headlines for the umpteenth time, this time for the
unlikeliest of reasons. He has come out in defence
| of the virulently attacked idea of holding the Miss
World contest in Banﬁalnre. He sees nothing wrong
in it and dismisses the uproar that has forced the
contest out of Bangalore as the doing of those who
have no else to do.

But why does he welcome it? Because the Indi-

?uartﬂrs. Not a bad plea rea
ar from the inspirations that lead to make beauty
contests the success they are.

And he sounds appropriately enough the male
chauvinist that he is. However, we e delight in
daring any Muslim fundamentalist to match
Thackeray on his beauty contest antic.

{

ans will get a chance of seeing so many beautiful
women from all around the ?ﬂbﬂ and from close
y and it may not be -

—

AYOR Mohammad

Hanif never had it so

good. but only till

recently. The city tather of the

melropolis Dhaka had a series
ol successes since the day he
was led sweets by his defeated
rival and predecessor, Mirza
Abbas. lollowing his election
victory almagst three years ago
During the high political storm
that ensued soon thereafter the
Mavyor played a pivotal role. He
not only became catalytic in
holstering the combined
opposition’'s anti-government

movement, but also gave a
positive direction leading to its
success  His conjribution

lowards resounding success of
his party s candidates in the
last parliamentary election to
the constituencies ol Dhaka
city was also immense. He was
s long soaring high nding on
the crest ol his successes ern
caine the unexpected setback

The dilernima of the Mavyor is
that his ambitions to promote
well-being ol the city-dwellers
are high but he is unable to gen
erate adequate resources and to
bring about necessary institu
tional changes to meet the
¢ hallenge firmly and squarely
He is disappointed at the cold
resporise to his demands from
his own party stalwaris who
are holding exalted sitions
and are able to satisfy his re
gquirements. This gave rise to
utter frustration for him.

he other side sees his de-
sire and machinations for
gquirk ascendancy to the high
alter of power with suspicion
They seemingly regard his am-
bition 1o do good for the people
identified with his personal
ambition. They advocated him
to exercise caution and them-
selves decided to go slow

How and why did the
dilemma crop up at all? The
Mavor had a wvision. The vision
was to transform this city
which is going to rank among
the first ten most populous
megalopolis of the world in the
first quarier of the coming cen-
tury. into a modern city of the
present-day world He has ap-
parently acquired some knowl-
edge of the way the most promi-
nent cities of the world are run.
He is somewhat aware of the
functions they carry out, ser-
vices they render and the re-
sources they command. He is
also enviously cognizant at the
duthority and independence
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BUET situation
Sir. My attention has been
drawn to the news items such as
"Stalemate prevails at BUET"
(The Daily Star, 12th October,
1996), "BUET syndicale mem-

bers réfuse to atterrd meet .

chaired by VC" (DS 14th
October), "Teachers ask BUET
VC to resign’ and the letter by
M. Ali in BUET on "Stalemate
at BUET' (D.S 17th October) and
subsequent rejoinders by the
BUET authorities on October
13. 15 and 19 refuting allega-
tions of corrupt practices. dis-
criminatory attitude, abuse ol
power and aulocratic excesses
by the BUET VC Dr. M.
Shahjahan as well as ultima-
tum by BUET teachers for res-
ignation of the VC by 28th
October published in a section
of vernacular press on 22nd
October.

As a concerned guardian and
ex-student of BUET and as one
who has some knowledge about
the situation that continues to
cripple BUET, a standard insti-
tution of this re%inn. 1 can
hardly keep myself aloof from
the sickening affairs in BUET.

Dr. M. Shahjahan was ap-
pointed as VC, BUET in 1991. It
is alleged that his preceding VC
sent a panel of eight senior pro-
fessors where Dr. Shahjahan's
name was at the seventh place
and he was appointed virtually
superseding all others. Then he
retained his appointment or
gained re-appointment for the
second term through
‘recommendation’ from the
ersiwhile government and has
indulged in many irregularities
during his long tenure. Against
such allegation that Dr. M.
Shahjahan received huge
amount of money as consultant
in all the projects of the Water
Resources Engineering Depart-
ment and IFCDR (Institute of
Flood Control and Drainage
Research) of BUET during the
tenure as Vice-Chancellor, one
would like to know if the VC,
without apprising the

overnment, could be a
eneficiary of the consultancy
jobs under his executive tiers,
and really how many man-
hours Dr. M. Shahjahan had
spent for these consultancy
jobs. Allegations are also there
that Dr. M. Shahjahan had
never done a single piece of
study but when it came to shar-
ing of fees among the consul-
tants, he had obstinately forced
the concerned head of the de-
partment to put his name as a
consultant and put the amount
of fees against his name. People
around him perhaps had to
abide by because any amount of
protest and dithering on their
part would have thrown them
out from his grace.
It is further alleged that Dr.
M. Shahjahan as vice-chancel-
lor during his trips abroad had
received huge amount of money
as T.A. and D.A. from his or-
ganisation although such tours
were fully sponsored by outside
encies and the GO issued by
the Ministry of Education un-

ambiguously stated that neither

the Government of Bangladesh
nor BUET would bear any fi-
nancial responsibility towards
such travel and stay abroad.
And that during such a tour in
1979 he overstayed taking a job
in an Iraqi Uni"ﬂ:rul#r and was
dismissed from B . Later on
however, he was re-appointed
as a teacher.

These are all gross irregu-
larities, and more so in case of

Disillusionment of High Expectations

MAYOR HANIF'S DILEMMA

The Mayor had a vision. The vision was to transform this city which is going to rank among the first ten
most populous megalopolis of the world in the first quarter of the coming century
into a modern city of the present-day world.

they enjoy. influence they wield
in national politics and the sla-
tus of a constituent state or
rovince some of them are al-
owed

The Mayor wants all these
and as promptly as it is possi-
ble. He wants the authority to
commensurate with the tradi-
tional and new age responsibil-
ities he wants to carry out. He
may have set him sights on ma-
’Yur cities like Washington, New

ork, London, Moscow and Bei-
jing. Most of these cities have
special status. wide . vast
resources and variegated func-
tions, including control over
police and other law enforcing
agencies.

During the tenure of m
diplomatic assignments to all
these cities during the past 27
years | had the opportunity of
obtaining some firsthand
knowledge of mayoral predilec-
tions and chagrins in mrﬁa
cities | recall that in 1981 | had
once asked Lin Hujla, the Chi
nese Minister of Agriculture
and Food. lollowing relin-
quishment of his assigniment as
Mayor of Beijing, to the resi-
dence of Ambassador During
the course ol dinner, | voiced
my apprehension that he must
have n terribly busy work
ing day and night to produce
and arrange for food adequate
and in time to feed almost a
quarter of the human face He
smiled and | can never forget
that smile. Taking a dee
breath of satisfaction he said,
in a soft voice — at least now no
one from the Politburo calls me
from sleep at dead ol night,
:-nmplamlnﬁ about malfunc
tioning of the sewage contrap
tion near his house

When later, Boris Yeltsin the
then Chairman of the Moscow
City Council. whom 1 had
known during meetings with
Ambassadors, had but not en-
tirely different problem. A hot
gossip ran in Moscow lor some
time that frequent interference
by Raisa, wife of Soviet chiel
Gorbachev. in the work of
Mayor Yeltsin aggravated ten
sion. leading to the eventual nft
with his erstwhile boss In the
case of our present governiment,
however, we loresee no such
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probleis thou

Mayor Hanil should be able
to learn lessons from others
Many of those who are hoelding
similar jobs have varied expe
rience but somewhat similar
frustrations It is natural for

him to desire assumption of
greater responsibilities (o neet

ever-increasing demands for
old and new services of the peo-
ple of a populous city. To this

end. he proposed or expected to
form a high powered coordinat-

ing body composed of the high-
est ranking officials and some
ministers under his chairman-
ship

His proposing having been
rejected. he retaliated by boy
cotting meeting of a similar co-
ordinating chaired by the
LGRD Minister He is stated to
have considered not worth his
salt to attend meeting of a body
of which he is co chairman. un
less he himsell was made the
baoss The other side criticised
him lor his attempt to build and
reign an empire in the name of
[Dhaka city which., in their
opinion. in reality. is designed
lo promote his personal ambi
Lion

The Mavor has quite a lew
alternatives open to 1um Linder
the circumstances. the best
would perhaps be. while con
tinuing negotiations with gov

ernment to prove his adminis
trative worth and general
reater pular support in

avour ol his demands. This can
be done by harnessing whatever
resources, facilities and author
ity avallable to the city and by
innovating and trying lo make
their optimum utilisation This
would enable the Mayor to set
convincing examples which the
high authorities would have to
reckon with seriously and give
in to his demands ultimately.
The primary functions of a
city may be broadly categorised
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such esteemed position as Vice
Chancellor of BUET.
Irregularities are also alleged
regarding buying of car and
cellular phone elc Dr
Shahjahan, however. has re-
futgd all allegations in his re-
joinders and statement to the
press. But that doesn’t suffice to
end the stalemate at BUET. The
ultimatum. of late. by the
teachers only increase our con-
cern. We urge the Chancellor of
the University to save BUET
from the crisis.

Manirul Islam Chowdhury
A concermed guardian
Elephant Road. Dhaka

More telephone
connections

Sir, Although the Rural Elec-
trification Board has been ex-
tending full cooperation in
keeping uninterrupted electric-
ity supply to the campus of Haji
Mohammad Danesh Agricul-
ture College (HMDAC) Dinajpur.
still. due to compulsory load-
shedding the students in the
hostel and academicians on the
campus are experiencing great
misery. Hence it is strongly felt
that a generator should in-
stalled in side the campus with
a view to meet electricity re-
guirements during emergency
hours, such as, examinations
periods.

Another problem of the
HMDAC campus is telephone.
At present, there is only one
telephone line for the entire
campus. When approached to
the local T&T authority, they
informed that there is no cable
to provide another telephone
connection to HMDAC. Under
this situation we would fer-
vently request the higher T&T
authority to kindly arrange to
provide at least two more tele-
phone connections to HMDAC
considering the ater aca-
demic interest of the higher
agricultural education institu-
tion Si;}mtc{igl"h thhe northern
region of Bangladesh.

M Zahidul H

Associate Professor

Haji Mohammad Danesh
Agriculture College

Dinajpur.

PM and BTV

Sir, The Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina assured the na-
tion repeatedly that Radio and
Television would be given au-
tonomy in due course and she

- would not utilise these media

for her personal gains.

But on Oct 18, 1996 BTV tele-
cast live of the birthday func-
tions of her 10-year-old brother
Master Russel who was killed
along with his family members.
Is there any justification to use
BTV for showing the live func-
tion of the birthday anniver-
sary of Russel? :

Since the Prime Minister
herself took active part in the
said function, the bureaucrats
and sycophants of Rampura
cannot be held responsible for
using BTV for the dynastic glo-
rification of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

The conclusion | have drawn
is very sour. Like all other
heads of the government of
Bangladesh since indepen-
dence, Sheikh Hasina has also
become victim of the political

chicanery of the bureaucrats’

and sycophants. If sanity does

not dawn upon her soon. she
will be fully trapped between
devils and the deep sea. It will
be too late for her to rescue her-
self.

In BPBangladesh, a govern-
ment is installed the major-
ity of the people through gen-
eral election, but any govern-
ment may be dra down by
only 1 lac ple of Dhaka. This
should not be forgotten by the
present Awami League govern-
ment for its own sake.

K R Zakhmi
Khulna.

Reduce system-loss

Sir, While in agreement with
the criticism of Mr Mohammad
Yusuf (Star, letter, Oct 14). as a
citizen. | feel aggrieved that our

vernment, instead of taking
ggterrcnt administrative action
to reduce the 'human system-
loss in this public sector, are
trying to woo the public to im-
port electricity from India
— the country where Farakka is
situated (the implication is
transparent!).

How many officials of
PDB/DESA have been subjected
to disciplinary action. includ-
ing gurutive transfers, as we see
in the BCS? Why two govern-
ments cannot break up the co-
terie?

If the overall SL [system
loss) can be brought down from
30 to 20 per cent, then import of
such sensitive utility service
would not be necessary. Charity
begins at home.

A Zabr
Dhaka

Devaluation policy

and price-hike

Sir, With the continuous de-
valuation of our currency Taka
for the last twenty-five years,
we wonder as to whether we are
really making any economic
progress in the country?

Are our industry, trade,
commerce and banking being
revitalised? Are we boosting up
our exports, earning more for-
eign exchange and lessening
down our burden of foreign
loans? Are we able to alleviate
the untold miseries and suffer-
ings of our poor people? Or are
we moving towards an uncer-
tain future?

Can't we take any measure,
any step to check and stop the
trend of devaluation which
spawns price-hike of both local
and foreign goods and com-
modities and adds agonies to
our people manifold?

We fail to understand that
all our political parties Awami
League, BNP and Jativa Party
etc. always vehemently criticise
each other and accuse the pre-
vious governments of economic
disaster and inefficiency but
when any one of them comes to
power it always pursues and
continues the policy of devalu-
ation of our currency unabated
without any hesitation. What
exactly is t{u: mystery behind
it?

Would some of our readers,
economists and bankers of the
country, members of chambers
of commerce and industry
kindly enlighten us on the im-
portant national matter and
nuggest anti-devaluation meth-
ods’

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203.
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into two groups. One may relate
to renderi services and the
other to reduce difficulties and
inconvenience of the ci

For exampile present method of
garb collection. which is a
terri health hazard and eye-

sore to all. needs to be im

and can be conducted at night.
The vexed problem of witness-
ing ever-increasing potholes on
roads could be remedied
promptly. within days and not
weeks by way of fﬁ‘zcthﬂy in-
troducing repair squads.
constant diggings on thorough-
fares can be minimised by way
of better planning in periodic
communication with the au-
thorities concerned. One can
build more public lavatories at
suitable places Jointly with
RAJUK. city can help en-
force zonal laws and prevent

encroachments.

There are many more ways
the city can earn psaise ol its
dwellers. What are needed more
are i tion, perseverance,

tism and dedication.
Mayor should be

his
commitiees but how many offi-
cials he can meotivate to do their
job effectively. The of

placing the Metr Police
under his authority is still
prmmrt.lnugm,hem
= that the s

excuse anti-party -
ernment donned a P"_
erly attitude to him. Let him
wrest tion from his own

OPINION

"Prosperity or Politics? Choice 1s Yours”

| have be come a bit tempted
lo express my views on the
opinions expressed by Mr
Anam A Chowdhury under the
above headline in The Duaily
Star on 2 October, 96 | agree
with his wise suggestions on
what the present government
should take up for the prosper-
ity of the country He appears to
he well informed and aﬁnila
mastery on the subject which |
lack. | have all appreciations
for his valuable suggestions Iin
the greater interest the coun-
iry But with all sobriety |
would like to express my dis-
sension on the suggestion of
compromising with the alleged
corrupts and autocrats

When Mr Chowdhury men
tions H M Ershad living in a
five star sub-jail being accused
by him as the president of the
most grotesquely corrupt ad
ministration for long nine
years and in that context he
cautiously redicts A
widespread public outrage in
anticipation of BNFP chairper.
SOT Zia's being char
h]y the present government lor
alleged illegal enrichment then
one thing mes deductively
clear that as the present gov-
ernment has apparently com-
promised with a corrupt so it
cannot proceed further to sue
another alleged corrupt any-
way

In that context, the present
governmen! seems to have laid
its foundation on the Tunning
sands' which may collapse any-
time to sway itself into the
same old swoop ol corruption.
We may assumme thal next it may
be the present Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina Wazed for whom
the same music will be played

the political analysts.
hlw_’l..'!:':'I'u.-:ip-r«:';uma.tl:l*j'. tjlr'us is the
leg of tics jn our country.
Political leaders like Ershad
and Khaleda Zia who ascend the
throne with elogquent pledges to
extirpate all evils from the
country and find themselves
plunged into corruption and
evils within a short period ol
time emanate from the same
origin i.e. the exploiters.
Mysteriously they are the
people who always hold the
steering and always have
shields to protect themselves.
They escape legal actions, pub-
lic wrath and even social hatred
for any misdeeds. Their ballot
boxes never remain empty
whenever there is an election.

If we shift back to BNP rule
of late Justice M A Sattar, we
remember the then president
openly branded his ministers
as corrupts and expressed his
inability to run the administra-
tion with those people. Ershad
dabbled in politics being in uni-
form and finally usurped power
removing president Justice M A
Sattar accusing the BNP gov-

Abdul Latif Molla

ernment with unbridied corrup-
tion. There was no public out-

rage against himm. He rk_'d@d all
chastity. sanctity austerity
but finally succumbed to the
state as described by Mr
Chowdhury. Even then he re-
mained as it appeared from the
public meetings. newspapers.
radio, TV and sycophants pro-
paganda. as the unparallel

lar leader of the country.

t when he was put behind the
bars. his favourites did not even
organise protests against the
action.

How can the public now will
r.xl;:rraa profound love for an-
other al autocrat and cor-
rupt and revolt
against the present

n the generals ged equal
counterpart vaunting on simi-
lar claims will be sued by it for
the same causes is not under-
stood. Did the people find any

duck. layi duri
the rei ::F ﬂ;klenm a whic
Ershad concealed? Do the peo-

ple see any difference between
the two in the question of al-
leged misrule corruption?

After coming to power, the
BNP government filed case after
case apparently in vengeance,
against the ex-president for
corruption when allegedly they
plunged themselves into the
same evil and adopted all pos-
sible tricks and misuse of
to prevent exposure of their al-
leged misdeeds. They did not
even spare to profane the men-
tality of the Speaker, the Presi-
dent, sanctity of the Constitu-
tion by misusing the provision
of so-called 'act of God and un-
founded 'natural calamity' to
prolgng their one- y, rule
with ‘the aim of pl pub-
lic wealth. They played the ca-
cophonous broken record of so-
called 'democratic’ government
elected by the people to befool
everyone. But it was not a secret
that they formed the govern-
ment with the help of the anti-
Liberation forces.

Governance of the country
was not unlé,r the BNFP's respon-
sibility and nobody gave the
party a sole agency to perpetu-
ate its autocratic rule on the
people. If it would have been
their fair intention to rule the
country democratically and
honestly, then they could do
what they did after the Feb. 15
elections to avoid national
losses before the resignation of
the opposition MPs. Lest we
should not forget their lofty
pledges before coming to :

[t appears difficult for me to
delve out any logical ground as
to why one should be prosecuted
and another exonerated for al-
leged commission of identical

ences. On the part of the pre-

in outrage
ment

sent government it seems im-

to show weakness to deal
wit one for his or her mis-
deeds. Everyone should face the

law invariably for their com-
mitted offences and if found
guilty should face the conse-
gquences also. Any attempt to
evade justice and enforcement
of law on the part of this -
ermment will open the dark av-
enues for its own members to
indulge in same evils and it
may not claim an exception. We
saw Jatiya Corruption’, 'Jatiy-
atabadi Corruption and have
no intention to see now another
— "Awami Corruption'.

The frenzied invectives from
the flamboyant ‘Jatiyatabadi’
neo-tycoons to ate the
whole country if their leader is
sued for corruption,
sound highly seditious which
should have been sufficient to
bring the utterers before the law
of the land. These sorts of un-
lawful threats will not be able
to invalve the public to incite

ction of e cormemat. ¥ ut
all the revoit the
lawful actions of the govern-
L B
rule over the public, as then

that will be desired by them.
Even then the daughter of
the father of the nation may not
be wise to shake hands with
corrupts as she said time and
again and that is like a real
leader that she was always
ready to shed her last drop of
for the cause of the peopie.
Huwit-um-tuhcllnrzht
time to face the test. Life of a
true leader is very short but

dependent Bangladesh
compromised with the illegal
nﬂgﬂ seem to be moving
ut
following way Mr Chowd-
hury suggested. The present
government appears to be no
exception. It b}f much but
acts less following the foot-
prints of the predecessors.
What | want to say, the
politicians either in govern-
ment or in opposition have all
things in common. are the
exploiters who exploit the
common ple for their self-
interest, play the music of
democracy, honesty and stream
of development while in power,
and play the music of autoc-
racy, dishonesty and connE:—
acy while in opposition. t
they never realise that the
commeon ple have no time
and ability to dance or cry with
their wedding or funeral music
tunes as they have to fight for
their existence always.
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For Enactment of Law against
Maltreatment by Medicos

The Supreme Court of India
recently gave a verdict which
has created sensation through-

out India. The Court has given
its opinion that aggrieved pa-
tients could seek monetary

damage from doctors or hospi-
tals for deficient treatment ten-
dered by them. under the Con-
sumers’ Protection Act recently
introduced in the country.

It may be mentioned that
lately many instances of gross
malpractice, professional neg-
ligence, causing severe damage
to patients have been surfaced
and widely reported in the
newspapers in our country.

In the West, there exists
strict penal regulation govern-
ing the practice of the medicos.
Doctors in those countries have
to pay penalty for gross negli-
gence and malpractices. That is
one reason why doctors in those
countries are precisely careful
while handling of their pa-
lients. Patients come out of doc-
tors' chambers and hospitals
with full satisfaction and con-
fidence because they get proper
and adequate treatment.

But the picture is contrary to
that in our country. To my
knowledge, no such law exists
in any of the sub-continental
countries not to speak of any
'strict law’. That is why doctors
don't treat their patients with
care and don't hesitate to under-
take various types of malprac-
tices. They demand exorbitant
fees, don't give sufficient time to
examine the patients and writ-
ing prescription. Recently DG
Health has said that only 53
seconds are given to agmﬁmi by
most specialists. So over-
crowded are their chambers ! It
is also an open secret that t
collect huge exira in col-
lusion with pathological labo-
ratories, X-ray clinics and
other di tic centers of their

choice where they have special
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arrangement what is usually
known as 'commission’. They
arrange the process in such a
way that patients are compelled
to go to those selected clinics.

The patients cannot protest
because they are scared because
by doing so, they will invite
doctor's displeasure. It is natu-
ral to feel so as it is the patient’s
life which is at stake. They
cannot go anywhere because no
law exists out of which they can
expect a salvation. So the hu-
manity continues to go on cry-
ing.

If we open the pages of news-
papers, we come across lots of
reports telling of corruption,
negligence. heartlessness of
doctors and maltreatment ren-
dered by them.

Doctors are no more the
same doctors as we found them
in the past even during fifties
and sixties — respected, hon-
ourable, gentlemen at heart and
with integrity. Nowadays, ex-
cept a few, whom you can count
by finger, most of them easily
can throw aside the sacred oath
of Hippocrates and adopt any
means to accumulate wealth. It
is very often heard sarcasti-
cally that here in Bangladesh to
see a doctor is a hell while in
the West, to go to doctors is a
pleasure.

Hundreds of appeals and re-
guests have been made to doc-
tors for changing their attitude
and improve their behaviour
and become more humane. But
these have gone unheeded so
far. Now it is high time to take
an effective measure to do
something to altar the situa.
tion.

Proverb says while sweet
words do not work, ?rtllurt
and compulsion are the only
way to get the re . Consid-
ering that, we sertously

think of introducing an

priate and effective legislation
governing medical practice of
the physicians and in the hos-
pitals and c“gtl’ﬂd:{[mt coun-
try. Provision ol adequate 2
tive measures against dcg:.ﬂ:
ing doctor (for maltreatment
rendered by him or her] and
provision ol monetary compen-
sation to harmed patient or
his/her kins should be made.

There may remain the gques-
tion of misusing such law and
harassment of innocent doctors
and hospitals clinics. Suffi-
cient sion should be there
to safeguard against these ap-
prehensions and that must be
incorporated in the rule, while
enacted. And for that reason,
opinions: of doctors should be
taken into consideration while
making the law.

The government should con-
stitute a I:mvnrﬁ.lll committee to
study all the aspects of this

roblem and prepare a legal
ramework in this respect. It
may be in the line "Asin
Commission” formed in the
past in early sixties. A high
court | may head the com-
mission. Eminent doctors and
representatives of BMA,
BPMPA and other such bodies
of physicians should also be
made members. The committee
should include journalists, so-
cial workers, lawyers and other
prominent individuals.

The sooner such a step is
:iikmﬂr}:‘he bﬁt}: it is for o -

ay. Because suffering
4 ¢ has come to the brim of {

tolerance and the uu-:
and prestige to the
physicians is at stake use

of the questionable activity of a
few of t _

The writer is ex-president,
Bangladesh Society Patholo-
guundnd-rmna Apnar
wastha, a vemacular health
magazine.




