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A Lesson in Kindness

by Ayesha Fariha

It was a hot sunny Friday. and | was most
reluctant to go all the way ta Shyamoli to see a
handicraft exhibition at the Centre for the
training and Rehabilitation of Destitute Women.
However, my conscience got the better of me.

A little trip was certajnamt going to kill me,
and | set off for CTRDW, believing myself to be

m-%‘lfmthiﬁ tion was an effort on the part of the
Centre to enable abandoned women to earn their
own living and take care of their children. It was
modest to say the least as it was organised at
short notice, but the few items that were put up
for sale were definitely a good treat. There were
some beautiful block printed sarees in muted
colours such as light pink, light blue, and grey.
and a number of tye-dye and k printed sarees
and shalwar-kameezes in the bright colours —
blue. green, red, etc. The clay flower pots,
vases, dolls, and animals on display are
available everywhere, but are not as
inexpensive. In fact, everything there was so
reasonably priced that | ended up buying a lot
more than | should have. After all, | was
gﬁ' to be all heart that day.

er the shopping spree. a tour of the
premises took me to what is called the day care

They were quietly watching television, but as
soon as some of them realised they had a visitor
they came running towards meé, talking
excitedly. A few shy ones stood in the corner
watching suspiciously. The leader of the pack. a
small girl with jet black eyes and black curly
hair., handed me a stick of s -cane she had in
her hand saying 'khao, khao' (eat, eat). | refused,
not wanting to deprive her of her treat, but she
took my gesture as a sign of rejection and walked
oftf with tears in her eyes. | called out to her, but
she did not respond. Before | knew it, the door
shut and | was on my way to another floor.

On my way back home | realised how easy it is
to hurt a young child., and how cruel
condescendence can be. It was so easy for me to
spend a little money and buy needless items (o
fool myself into believing that I had done my
fair share for poverty. There was a child who hadl
probably never seen a good meal in her life, and
she still offered me whatever little she had. A
little thoughtfulness could have prevented this
hurtful incident.

[ was proud of myself for taking time out to go
to the Centre, and spending money there, that
the thought of shuwmgha little bit of kindness
never occurred to me. I hope the amount I spent

centre. | was greeted by about 50 adorable

children between the ages

No room for condescen

Seminar on cancer

Dhaka Community Hospital

a special seminar on

cancer at its seminar room yes-
: UNB.

Dr Sthabir Dasgupta pre-
sented a paper on Cancer
Cases in Clinical Practices”
while Dr Sudi Roy on "Role
of Psycho-Pa in Cancer

Ahmed attended the seminar as
chief guest,
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Dutch envoy
meets Noor Uddin

Ambassador of Netherlands
to Bangladesh Robert A Vornis
called on Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister Lt Gen (retd)
Noor Uddin Khan at the latters
Erjl;t;igc here yesterday, reports

They discussed matters re-
lating to mutual interest with
particular reference to power
and energy sectors. -

sion, when 1t comes to children.

goes towards helping at least some of the
children in some wav.

Qulkhwani

The qulkhwani of Jamila
Khatun, mother of M A Malik,
chairman. NAM Group of In-
dustries, will be held today after
Magreb prayers at Baitus-
Salam Mosque. Igbal Road.
Mohammadpur. says a press re-
lease.

- All  relatives,; friends. and -
admirers ol the deceased have
been requested to attend the
gqulkhwani and doa mahtil

"Health policy on
the basis of nat’l
consensus soon’

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Salauddin Yusuf yes-
lerday said a comprehensive
health policy would be formu-
lated soon on the basis of na-
tional consensus, reports BSS.

The minister was addressing
as the chief guest a priority set-
ting workshop on human re-
source development in health
and family planning services in
B adesh’, Aﬂint y organised
I:P?r ealth and Famil elfare

inistry and World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO), at a city ho-
tel. Health Secretary Moham-
mad Ali, Canadian High Com-
missioner to Bangladesh
Nicholas Etheridge, World
Bank resident representative
Pierre Landel Mills, head of
British Overseas Development

ency Cabin S Parkhall and

O representative in Dhaka
Dr W Hardjotanojo also spoke.

The minister said human re-
source development plan would
be an important component of
the national health policy.

9 dev projects to

be implemented

Religious Affairs Ministry
will implement nine develop-
ment projects at a cost of Tk 30
crore during the current fiscal,
reports UNB.

This was disclosed yesterday
at a meeting held at the confer-
ence room of the Ministry with
State Minister for Religious
Affairs in the chair. |

The meeting was told that
the Ministry and its different
organisations will implement
various projects, including a

ermanent Haji camp and an
slamic Foundation complex at
Sher-e-Bangla, said a PID
handout.

IG police off
to Turkey

M. Azizul Hugq. Inspector
General of Police. left here for
Turkey on Tuesday to attend the
65th Interpol General Assembl
Session scheduled to be hel
from October 23 to October 29, a
police press release said yester-
day. reports BSS.

Sympo

sium on liver disease, m‘éarﬂsed by
. Chief guest:;

Wr IPGMR, will begin
ini

the De
Health and Family

sium on liver disease: The second sympo-

nt of Hepatol- -

elfare

ster Salah Uddin Yusuf. Venue: Grand Ballroomn. Hotel

Sheraton. Time: 9 am.

Drawing com
tions Day '96, the

tition: on the occasion of United Na-
System in Bangladesh has organised a

drawing competition and commemorative function. Chief

guest: Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury.

Venue:

Bangladesh Shishu Academy. Time: 11:30 am and 12:30 pm re-

spectively,

Tagore songs soiree: Bangladesh Rabindra Sangeet

Shilpi Sangstha
Road, Dhanmondi.

as arranged an evening of Ta%nl::re 50ngs.
Venue: Indian High Commission auditorium. S
me: 6:30 pm.

at Masijid

Symposium on UN: in observarice of United Nations

Day-96, UNAB has arranged a symposium. Chief

guest: SAMS

Kibria, Minister for Finance. Venue: Hotel Purbani. Time: 5 pm

JSJ conference: The annual conference of Jatiyo
Sramik Jote, DCC branch, will be held. Chief guest: Shipping
Minister ASM Abdur Rab. Venue: Dhaka Jela Krira Samity au-
ditorium (DDSA). Time: 11 am.

Bcigyanchetnna Parishad meet: They regular
meeting of the parishad will be held. Guest speaker: Toab Khan
of Daily Janakantha. Venue: 51 Aziz Su

Shahbag. Time: 5 pm.
Rotary

Club of Jahangi

weekly meeting of the club will be held.

Baily |

d. Time: 5:30 pm.

permarket. 3rd floor,

enue: Officers Club.

Astronomical Assoc discussion: The Bangladesh
Astronomical Association has organised a discussion meeting
to mark the first anniversary of observation of the last solar
ecli of the century from Bangladesh. Venue: Association
office. 46, Dr Quadrat-e-Khuda Road, New Elephant Rd. Time: 4
pm/

No change in temperature

Weather is likely to remain dry with temporary partly
cloudy across the country in the next 12 hours till 6 pm today.
reports UNB.

Met Office says no appreciable change in day temperature is
expected during the period throughout the country.

Country's highest temperature 34.0 degree Celsius was
recorded at Chittagong the lowest 19.2 degrees at Sriman-
gal.

Sun sets today at 5:25 pm and rises tomorrow at 6:01 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage

Max Min Mormning Evenin
Dhaka 33.3 224 a9 7%
Chittagong 34.0 233 7o 68
Riajshahi 23.2 21.3 73 78

e

We require attractive plots in prime areas of Dhaka.
Owners of suitable plots in Guishan and Dhanmondi are
invited to contact us. Confidentiglity is assured.

8704446 6102468

Mammbar KEHAD

State Minister for Youth,

Sﬁrls and Cultural Affairs
t Obaidul Quader said the present
government being imbued with
the spirit of great Liberation
War, would help flourish intel-
lectual thinking. reports UNB.

The state minister was
talking to an eleven-member
delegation of the Asiatic Soci-
ety when they called on him at
his secretariat office yesterday.

Talking to the delegation,
Obaidul Quader assured that the
present government will do ev-
erﬁthing[ possible to help flour-
ish intellectual thinking which
is a precondition of democracy.

Led by the society President
Prof Wakil Ahmed. the delega-
tion informed the state minis-
ter of the on-going activities of
the society.

They also requested him to
remit or reschedule the loan
given to the society earlier for
the publication of history of
Elan’r%}adesh.

e state minister assured
the delegation that necessary
steps would be taken in this re-
gard after consultation with the
concerned authority.

The delegation. among oth-
ers, included general secretary
of the society Prof Akmal Hos-
sain, fellow Dr Abdullah Al-

lor of the society Prol Serajul

Muti Sharfuddin and counsel- |
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| 'Govt to help flourish
intellectual thinking'

Islam.

They presented a set of pub-
lications of the society to the
state minister, says a PID
handout.

Secretary in-charge of the
ministry of Cultural Affairs
Anisul Haq Chowdhury was
present.

Meena bazar

A week-lun colourful
meena bazar ol Bangladesh
handicraft, arranged on the oc-
casion of Tourism Month '96,
ha}-\%;m here yesterday, reports
UNB.

State Minister for Local
Government. Rural Develop-
ment and Cooperatives Syed
Abul Hossain inaugurated the
meena bazar at the Hotel
Sonargaon lobby. ;

A total of twenty three stalls
have been set up in the exhibi-
tion with a large variety of
handicraft produced by the ar-
tisans of the country.

The function was attended,
among others by. Managinl_% Di-
rector of Sonargaon Hotel
Mosh#raf Ullah and actin
General Manager of the hote
Hidetaka [shiyvama.

High officials of the min-
istry of Civil Aviation and
Tourism and the hotel., were

- also present, says a PID hand-

oul.
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Airline tickets sponsored by:

Dhaka Sheraton presents

CURRY BALL
B —

A GALA DINNER DANCE EVENING
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1996 BALL ROOM

From 8:00 p.m. Tk. 1250/- PER PERSON

Enjoy a lavish entertaining evening in the company
of PENTAGON BAND
Indian Chef of the year Tommy Miah brings with
him exotic curry recipe from London

* Attractive door prizes with Airline tickets

* Welcome Drinks

For reservation 861191/8649/8639

Biman
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Read 365 newspapers @ Wear your eyes out watching Doordarshan
@Tune in to the B.B.C © Wait for letters from a pen friend

Politics, sports, business, art and
culture — nobody offers a more
comprenensive coverage of India

©® Consult experts...

of India ?

READ
INDIATODAY .

24 1s5ues 2 year, packed with
exciusive news, nard-1o-obtain
INterviews. angd crsp reviews
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Award-winning Emirates
now serves Kuala Lumpur
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From October 27th, Emirates flies non-stop 3 times a week from Dhaka to Kuala Lumpur.
And with our interline partners, Emirates can offer you onward connections throughout
South East Asia and to Australia.

| Days Depart Dhaka | Arrive Kusis Lump ur Dayw Depart L usis L ump ur Arrive Dhaka
. 4
Tos, Thu, SBun 1110 1640 Tus, Thu, SBun 1918 2088
Lad
Emirates
irat
THE FINEST IN THE SK'Y
OVER 100 INTERNATIONAL AWARDS, 42 INTERNATIONAL DESTINATIONS FOR DETAILS CALL EMIFATES 95838170 15 (DHAKA |

EOBBAT (CHITTAGONG ) OR T12188 (SYLHET




