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Cammie Smith

(Former West Indian Test
opener]

“In our times we played on
excellent pitches. But. now the
groundstaff are not all that ded
icated in their work. Maybe.
they have their own problems. |
feel first class players should
play their games on those
pitches that are similar to Test
wickets. That's the only way to
gauge the material of the play
ers.

About the deterioration of
Caribbean cricket.

DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT it is no bag deal il you
T are running forward. Have
you ever tried running back-
wards?
Anthony
ran the

Y Scott”
Detroit

Weiland
Marathon

on October 3, 1982,

Donald Davis (b, 1960) ran
one mile backwards in 6 min-
utes 7.1 sec. at the University ol
Hawaii on February 21. 1983
Ferdie Adoboc ran 100 vards
backwards in 12 8 sec at
Amherst, Mass. on July 28
1983. That's 100 metres in 14

:

Arvind Pandya. an Indian.
ran backwards from John O-
Groats to Lands End, 880 miles
in 29 days. October 2-31, 1985

So. what are you waiting for,
start running backwards.

TK, 2000/-
PRIZE BOND
EVERY FORTNIGHT

Sports WHiZZ KID
competition-55

\/ Tick the Correct Answers

Competition closes : 8 pm
October 25, 1996)

11 In Test cricket, how many
centuries did former West Indian
opener Gordon Greenidge score?

18 19 17

2 | The only hattrick in the first leg of the Danish
Premier Division football league was scored by
Naquib Tutul i Mizan

3 | How many balls did Pakistani

batsman Shahid Afridi face to
score the fastest one-day

international hundred?
42 39 37
4 | Former Bangladesh cricket captain
Faruque Ahmed will play next season for
Abahani | Kalabagan |Brothers Union
5| The man-ol-the-series in the
quadrangular cricket meet in Kenya was
Afridi Donald Kirsten
Name:
Class: . Roll No
School Address
Phone: (f any): .................,

Spanish booters
g0 on strike?

MADRID, Oct 22: Spanish
players who want their tradi-
tional Christmas break are
threatening to go on strike on

December 29th, reports Reuter.

"In the past six months the
clubs have n unable to agree
on anything, except to form a
common front against the play-
ers,” said Gerardo Gonzalez,

resident of the Association of
panish Footballers.

Gonzalez has proposed to
move the league programme
scheduled for December 29th to
Janu 22nd, creating a two-
week break lasting from De-
cember 22nd to January 5th.

In recent years the Spanish

s h starts at the be-

of September and fin-

ishes at the end of June — has

closed down completely from

before Christmas until after
new 3

But a calendar already
bloated by an expanded Euro-

clhub calendar and World

A oy S gt
rt to accommo-
date the 22-team First Division
that arose from a ltgal bungle

in the summer of 199
Automatic relegation of four
sides will mean that the First

Division will be scaled back to
20 teams at the end of this sea-
80, -

I

Damal M_e_morigl_ tourney from Oct 27

BCCB's CCDM sans MSC, AKC

Damal
Memorial cricket
lournament, the
SEFASON 8 curtamn
raiser. will begin

., 11 the capital
irom October 27

This was decided in the first
meeting ol the Cricket Commit-
tee of Dhaka Metropolitan
(CCDM). the recently-appointed
body to run Dhaka cricket, at
the Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board (BCCB) office last night,

Meanwhile leading clubs
have expressed surprise over
the reported formation of
CCDM. A club official request-
ing anenymity said yesterday
that no such lormal an-
nouncement has reached their
club. The press is also in the
dark regarding the formal an
nouncement

As in previous years, lwelve
Premier and ten First Division
outfits, split into six groups will
feature in the round robin first
phase from where six top fin-
ishers will qualify for the final
round

The first round will be
played at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium and at the re
mote City Club ground in Mir
pur '

Although the flixture ol the
newlv-christened Damal
Memorial tourney which was
earlier called Damal Summer
tournament. is yet to be li-
nalised, it is expected that nei
ther the defending champions
Mohammedans nor their arch

Fhe

Sports Reporter

rivitls Abalhiani Krira Chakra,
will leature in the inaugural
niatch to be held at the Dhan-
inondi Cricket Stadium.

It was also learnt that the
City Club ground where Mo
hammedans usually feature in
the first round matches. will be
fit for play from November 1.

The six-team final round.
three each in two groups, will be
held at the Dhaka Stadium

However, the novelty this
year is that BCCB, the govern-
ing body of local cricket, has
named a strong 56-member
committee to run the Dhaka
cricket instead of them directly
involving with the domestic
Imeets.

Tanvir Haider. general sec-
retary of the CCDM, however,
said that, although the BCCB
has appointed them to run the
show things will remain as be-
fore. including the by-laws

Mahmud-al Farid. the Addi
tional 1G of Police, has been
named the chairman of the
committee. But. he skipped the
first meeting yesterday In his
absence. Aliul Islam. one of the
three vice-presidents of the
committee, presided over the
meel altended by 38 members.

Hur],ni."-iu ly Mo -
hammedans and Abahani did
not send their representatives
to the first meeting 1 did not see
any representative from both
Abaham amdd Mohanunedans in

the meeting said Tanwvir
{aider who is also the addi

tional joint secretary of Mo-
hammedans.

It may be recalled that Mo-
hamimedans barred three of
their officials — Aminul Huq
Tanvir Haider and Khaled Has-
san — who were moved. in the
BCCB's new committee a few
months back. The three have
been conspicuous their ab-
sence from any BCCB meet
thereafter

An MSC official last night
expressed utter dismay at Tan-
vir Haider's role of double stan-
dards. It was Tanvir who initi-
ated the boycott, peppered by a
strongly-worded press release
from the ex-cricketer, and it
now seems he was the first of
the three to smoke BCCB's peace

pipe

Meanwhile, the CCDM have
finalised the grouping of the
first phase.

They are: Group A — Mo-
hammedan 5 ing Club, Vic
toria SC and Gopi Friends

Group B — Abahani Krira
Chakra. Gulshan Youth and
Bangladesh Boys.

Group C — Kalabagan Krira
Chakra. Surjo Tarun. City Club
and Dhaka Wanderes

Group D — Brothers Union.

Agrani Bank. Sadharan Biman
and Dhanmondi Club

Group E — GMCC. Lalmatia.
Eskaton Sahu‘] Sangha and
Azad Sporting Club

Group F — Bangladesh Bi-
man. Wart Club. Ajax SC and
Uttara Friends Club

A tennis enfant

ZURICH. Oct 22 (Reulter}
Martina Hingis may know how

: ! | to win but the 16-year-old Swiss
backwards in 4 hours 7 minutes |

has not yet learmt how to lose

Now the Women s Tennis As
sociation [WTA] is prepared 1o
make sure Hingis does alter she
indulged in racket throwing
tantrums at the European In-
door Championship which
ended here on Sunday.

In the last eight days, Hingis
has won her first career tour-
nament in Filderstadt and
reached the European Indoor
linal, rmzt'irmu:f 1er creden-
tiials as the undisputed rising
~tar of women's tennis — and its
most temperamental.

Al times in both tourna-
ments she displayed the steely
composure of a veteran and the
petulance of spoilt child.

In a tense semifinal against
Giermany's Anke Huber at the
European Indoors on Saturday.
Hingis slammed her rackel
onto the court more then a half-
(lozen ttmes, kicking it twice,

Like a patient t, ehair
umpire Mike Morrissey &ridured
the outbursts until he could

| ignore them no more, issuing a

warning for racket abuse late in
the match.

Similar displays followed as
she lost Sunday's final to Jana
Novetna, with a frustrated
Hingis arguing calls and
smashing the net.

Even though her on-court
tantrums are beginniig to occur
with alarming regularity. the

Pacers pacity
Sonics

BERLIN, Oct 22 Repgis Mil-
ler's heroics may have spoiled
Detlel Schrempf's homecoming
Friday in Berlin. but the Sonics’
forward still liked what he saw.
reports AP.

Miller poured in 37 points
and nailed a 3-pointer with 3
seconds left to lift Indiana past
Seattle in their first of twao
games on their Euro '96 tour.
Their other stop Is Sunday in
Seville, Spain.

Schrempl scored 14 points
for the Sonics and drew
tremendous cheers from a
crowed. of 10.500 that packed
the arena. in part. to see the
NBA's only German star.

Alterwards. the 11-year-vet-
eran said he noticed a big dif-
ference in German fans Irom
when he left his homeland as a
teenager to play for Centralia
High School in Washington, be-
fore advancing to a NBA career.

“"When 1 left. nobody really
knew anything about basket-
Ihall," said Schrempf, 33.

But that wasn't the case Fri-

day ntﬁlgt.

As Reggie Miller poured in 13
points down the stretch for the
Pacers to thwart a Sonics' rally,
some spectators began shouting
"Miller Time!" when one of his
live 3-pointers for the night
ripped the net.

Seattle guard Gary Payton's
turnaround jumper with 28 sec-
onds to play rolled out of the
rim, failing to snap a 95-95 tie,
but the German fans knew what
the Sonics had to do. "Defense!”
they roared in English.

Their cheers for their
adopted team, due to homeboy
Schrempf's presence, didn't af-
fect Miller. Despite Sonics'
(iuard Craig Ehlo's hand in his
face, he drained the gamewin-
ner from the corner.

But then the shoo uard
drew almost as loud of cheers
from the German fans as
Schrempf during the introduc-
tions.

"It was impressive to see the
applause and whistling. The
fans showed they know et-
ball and that level of knowledge
is témreaulng every year," Miller
sai

Despite sightseeing and
4 . bothgtenmu.

some disco visits by
Miller still had enough free
time to announce his all-time
trash-talking starting five.

Reggie Miller at the two,

Pippin at small forward,
Charles Barkley
you have to go back in time to

* wilt Chamberlain,” Miller said.

3 Payton at point m

-— and at center

WTA has been reluctant to pun
ish their protege

Faced with the eventual re-
Lirements of joint world num-
ber ones and often-injured
Stelti Gral and Monica Seles,
Lhe WTA has sized on Hingis as
Ltheir future star

[t is also clear the WTA
would like Hingis 10 be a role
model after enduring the public
relations nightmares that sur
rounded such teenage talents as
American Jennifer Caprian
who became involved in drug
abuse and had to leave the sport
temporarily

Cultivating that positive
wholesome image, however, has
become increasingly difficult
with Hingis regularly storming
around the court bouncing
rackets off the floor.

"Il it keeps on we would be
concerned but | think it s some-
thing we can deal with now.”
said Georgina Clark, the WTA

European operations director.
"We'll be t to,her and it

will certainly come up for dis-
cussion. e ' :

MARTINA HINGIS

"Sometimes players come up
lhrnurf_h the ranks not knowing
they developed bad habits.

"But when they get here they
have 1o be aware of public rela-
tions and what'd good for the
image of the game.

"We talk to them and explain
that they represent and reflect
woInen's tennis.

Hingis dismisses the out-
bursts as simply a means of
keeping her mind on the job.

"When | throw my racket it

terrible

helps me concentrate,” said
Hingis. “It's just the way | am.
It's better than to keep it inside

A volatile temperament ap
pears to be part of a Swiss Len
nis plaver's make u

Last January, 1992 (Hrmtlr .
wroke

champion Marc Rosset

his hand in a fit of temper when
he smashed it against a sign
while playing mixed doubles
with Hingis in the finals of the
Hopman Cup in Australia

Frazier, Raymond

roll on

QUEBEC CITY, Oct 22
Seeded Americans Amy Frazier
and Lisa Raymond posted
straight sets wins on Monday to
advance to the second round of
the Bell Challenge tennis tour-

nament, r rts Reuter.

The third-seeded Frazier
downed sh Fed Cup player
Virginia -Pascual 6-3. 6-

2, while fifth seed Raymeond
ousted Andren Glass of Ger-
many 6-3, 6-4.

Sixth-seeded Argentine Flo-
renica Labat had a tougher time
before taking her place in the
second round. Labat dropped
the first set before t corn-
trol for a 4-6.6-1, 6-4 win over
American qualifier Anglea Let-
tiere.

Canadian qualifier Jana Ne-
jedly gave the home crowd
sﬂmﬂhirelg to cheer about when
she pulled off the lone opening-
day ;ngset by bouncing eighth-
seeded American Lindsay Lee 6-
2, 6-3.

The 26th-ranked Frazier
said she felt right at home on
the fast indoor uniturf surface
at the club advantage against
the Spaniard whe was raised on
clay courts.

'l thought 1 played really
well because she's a good
player,” said Frazier after elim-
inating the 86th-ranked Ruano-
Pascual. "lf grew up on indoor
courts in Michigan so [ really
like the surface.”

Raymond. a quarter finalist
here last year, next faces her
close friend Debbie Graham.

who eased past Canadian Mau-
reen Drake 6-3, 6-2.
"Every time you step on the

court you put your friendship
aside.” said the 44th-ranked

Rayond said. “You're friends be-
fore and you're friends after.”

e e T e

World Ejﬂ:li ha

.- " Dlympin gold medalist

Jeannie Longo getting ready before a training ride in

Mexico City on Oct 21. She is reported

ly planning to

rewrite the one-hour distance record. — AFP/UNB photo

lmyhe

GUATEMALA CITY, Oct 22
A presidential commission
studying last week's soccer sta-
dium lrngarztin which 83 peo-
ple were suffocated and crushed
to death will make a report
later this week. government of-
ficials sald on Monday, reports
Reuter.

“We want to hear all the par-
ties and we believe that we'll be
able to turn in our report on
Thursda{_" Oscar erger,
Guatemala City mayor and a
member of the commission,
told reporters,

President Alvaro Arzu
charged the commission with
finding out what caused the dis-
aster and who was responsible.

Berger said the commission
spent Monday meeting with
soccer authorities who planned
and managed the World Cup
qualifying game between
Guatemala and Costa Rica on
Wednesday night to the Mateo
Flores Stadium

Half an hour before kick-off,
an unknown event in the over
crowd, standing -room-only ter-
races at one end of the stadium
triggered a human avalanche

undreds of people tumbled
on top of each other, resulting
in the worst stadium disaster in
World Cup history

The government has said a
fight in the stands set off the
tragic crush, but the local media
have pointed fingers at the sta-
dium s inadequate security and
rempant ticket forgery that led
to overcrowding in the 74 000
capacity stadium

Wembley BAF's
choice

LONDON, Oct 22: The British
Athletic Federation (BAF) said
onn Monday It wanted o see
Britain's proposed new na
tional stadium bullt at Wemb
ley rather than Manchester. re
ports Reuter

It is our ambition Lo stage
major world and European

| events and our international
| colleagues tell us London— aiil

111 particular Wembley with 11+
rich sporting history — would
have an outstanding chance 11
any bidding process.” BAF ex
eculive chairman Peter Radiord
said.

He said a revamped all-pur
pose stadium at Wembley, the
venue for England soccer inter-
nationals, would enhance 1he
BAF's planned bid for the 200 |
World Athletics Champi
onships as well as any future
Olympic bid by London.

‘It would be appropriate for
the major Olympic ugurt to
rekindle interest in an Olympic
Games in London in the open
ing decade of the next millen
nium,” said Radford.

A final decision on the site
of the p sed stadium is ex-
pected before the end of the
year, with London and Manch-
ester as the only two options.

Manchester. which saw its
bids for the 1996 and 2000
Olympic Games fail, says
Britain's sporting facilities
should be redistributed away
from the capital.

London claims it is the only
=ity in Britain capable of stag-
ing an event as big as the
Olympics.

Albert not
so lucky

LONDON, Oct 22: Manchester
United's French skipper Eric
Cantona was “lucky not to have
been sent off” during his team's
5-0 defeat at Newcastle United
Newcastle's Belgian defender
Philippe Albert said on Mon
day. reports Reuter.

Albert. who scored a superb
goal lo complete the rout. said
on Monday he told Cantona:
"You know you should have
been sent off.”

A fierce argument just after
half-time at St James' Park was
followed by Cantona being
booked for pushing Albert out
of the way, as he was when the
pair clashed during August's
Charity Shield match at Wemb-
ley.

Albert later led protests alter
Cantona's late tackle floored
Peter Beardsley, saying: "If he is
honest he will that he was
really lucky to stay on the field.

"He seemed to be upset with
all the things going on around
him, especially in the second
half.

"I had the same sort of feel-
in%s when we were being beaten
4-0 by Manchester United at
Wemble. The difference was
that we didn't start trying to
kick ple.

"We worked very hard, be-
cause if you don't win the 50-50
halls you don't have a chance.”

Cantona has not been dis-
missed since returning to the
game a year ago after his eight-
month ban imposed following
the infamous occasion in Jan-
uary last year when he was sent
off playing against Crystal
Palace — and then attacked an
abusive fan on the way to the
dressing room.

Swimmer banned

LAUSANNE., Switzerland.
Oct 22: Mexico's Perla Ramirez
has become the first syn-
chonised swimmer to be sus-

for doping, reports AP,

She was positively tested at
the French n championshi
in March for a stimulant call
chlortalidone which she says
she took to help her with period
problems.

Gunner Werner. secretary of
the world swimming organisa-
tion FINA. said she was sus-

pended for two years by the
Mexican Swimming Federa-
tion. the ban being backdated to
March 15.

"l have never heard of a drug
case in synchonised swimming
before.” Werner said. "But
the explanation she gave
is correct.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1996

Salfud_din Lovelu (R), who handed a stunning defeat to his more illustrious opponent IM
Neeroje Kumar Mishra of India, pondering next move during a 10th round match of the
13th Beximco QM Hossain International Masters' chess tournament at the NSC

conference room vyesterday

Scenario unchanged

The situation at
the top of the Bex
imeo 13th M Ho
asain Internatio
nal Masters chess
championship re
i vined unchanged when In
tv 1 national Master (IM) Ziaur
H.ohman scored his #sighth win
ler mmaintain his solo lead on
completion of the tenth round
At the NSO conference room
vesterday

Zia. who Is cruising com
fortably in his bid to claim the
prestigious title lor the se~i 0110
tirne. his matden triumph was
i 1992 defeated young Enamasl
Hossaln Razib on Tuesday lo
consolidate his position col
lecting highest eight and a hall

nts, tow points clear from
ils nearesit rivals In the
crowded second slot

. The national champion
who 1s in fine fettle. will play
against his Indian counterpart
IM Vishal Shareen today. A win
for Zia may well and truly de
cide the outcome of the 13-
round Swiss League meet in his
favour.

Trailing the table-leader are

Sports Reporter

four IMs including his arch ri
val Reeclat-bin Sattar who is
sharing the second slot with
Pakistani IM Mahmood Lodhi.
indian IMs Verugeese Koshy
ard Niroje Kumar Mishra — all
having collected six and a half
points each

In this round Reefat defeated
compatriot Khandaker Kayes
Hasan, Koshy. who lost his way
conceding successive defeats
returned to lorm at the cost of
IM Vishal Shareen. one of the

Pabna soccer

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. Oct 22: Aflter a two
week break the Meril First Di
vision lootball tournament re
sumed today evening at the lo-
cal stadium with Pabna Shik-
slhiarthi Sports Institute beating
Agrani Shilpt Sangha 3-2 in the
lirst semifinal played on the
day

The second semifinal will be
played tomorrow which will be
contested between Kashinath-
pur Khelwar Kalyan Samity
and Mushtaqg Smriti Sangha.

— Star pheto

four Indians in the fray. Two
times champion Lodhi drew
with FIDE Master Jamilur
Rahman whose Old Indian De-
fences o be a water-
systemn for the jovial Pathan to
penetrate.

D1 the other hand IM
Mishra sullered a stuns de-
leat at the lunuls of an also 1.0,
Saifuddin Lovelu to fall lrom
grace.

Besides., the tenth round
which ushered in mixed fortune
for the Indians. saw IM Sud-
hakar Babu being held to a draw
by Enamul Hossain Razib, the
youngest player in the meet.
With this draw, both Sudhakar
and national sub-junior cham-
pion Rajib occupied the third
slot collecting six points each.

In the other billing of the
day Hasibul Hasan Hanif beat a
lowly-rated Rafiqul Islam, for
whom it was the ninth defeat in
the meet.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Rajib vs Hanif; Koshy vs
Sudhakar, Kayes vs Shareen:
Jamil vs Reefat; Lovelu vs
Lodhi; Zia vs Mishra; Rafique
vs Rakib.

Juergen

LONDON, Oct 22,
(iermany captain
Juergen Klins-
imann ended
weeks of specula-
liom. about his
' immediate future
wlhien he said on Monday he was
staying at Bayernmn Munich —
and had no plans to return to
England. reports Reuter.

Asked on BBC radio's Euro-
pean Football Show whether re-
turning to England was a real
Eossihilit}r, Klinsmann, voted

ngland's footballer-of-the-
year for his performances with
Tottenham in the 1994-95 sea-
son. gave an emphatic reply.

"No. not at the moment.” he
said. "In football you never
know — anything can happen,
[n the last few weeks there were
a couple of rumours going
around because | had a few
problems 1 didn't score for a
couple of weeks and immedi-
ately they start to criticise you.

‘But now lately 1 scpred
again. so suddenly everytling is
perfect again. For me it was
never a question ol leaving just
because [ didn't score a goal for
a lew weeks.”

He said he knew Tottenli.un
lans were disappointed when L
left London after only one vear.
but added: "I am also not the
kind of person who always
wants to leave a place after one
or two seasons.

"I know that ple were dis-
appointed when 1 left Totten-
ham, but I explained it lo the
people and 1 don't want to do
that again. I want people o leel
| stay for a long time, and that
is what [ am going to do in Mu-
nich.”

Asked if he could be tempted
to join a club like Manchester
United, he replied: "Big clubs
always tempt you in a certain
way, but I am playing in a very
big club.

"I would say Bayern Munich
is on the level of Manchester
United. AC Milan. Juventus or
Barcelona. so I am playing in

sticks to
e ol the best clubs in the
world — I am happy and proud
of 1. .

He also revealer] he was seri-
eusly unhappy '"with Bayéern
when someone in the' club

leaked details of his comtract to
the media recentlv

KLINSMANN
“There was also speculation

here (about my future) because
information was given to the

MADRID. Oct 22: A Spanish
First Division player sent off
for talking to the referee as if he
were calling a dog claims he was
only fooling around, reports
Rettcy.

"Given the situation, [ in-
vited the referee to take the
kick-off with me. It was a joke.”
said Logrones striker Manel
Martinez, whose side had just
conceded an eighth goal to
Barcelona.

But referee Brito Arceo was
far from amused.

In his official match report.
Arceo said Manel had spoken 1o
him "in a vulgar way and as if
he were talking to a dog... with
souncls emitted from the mouth.

‘I'm not prepared for them to
miake fun ol me.”

his gun

public. [rom the club, regarding
certain clauses in my contract,
for example that | can leave at
thie end of the season oir a free
transler. So immediately the

"1 told the «club | was
disappointed that contents of
my contract were leaked to the
media and | was very critical

with a few people here but now
it is in the past.”
Klinsmann who led Ger-

many to victory in Euro '"96 in

in June, has struggled
to find his form this season and
has scored only a handful of
goals.
His touch deserted him again
on Sunday when he missed a
number ol clear cutl chances in
Bayern's 0-0 draw with cham-
pions Borussia Dortmund.

Krajicek to
play in Kooyong
Classic

MELBOURNE. Oct 22: Wim-
bledon champion Richard Kra-
jicek will play in the Kooyong
Classic tennis tournament at
Kooyong here in January, or-
ganisers said today, reporis
AFP.

The big-serving Dutchman
will join world number one Pete
Sampras, two-time event win-
ner Michael Chang, Atlanta
Olympic gold medalist Andre
Agassi, French champion
Yevgeny Kafelnikov., Jim
Courier and Thomas Engvist in
the round robin event between
January 8-11.

Three Australians Jason
Stoltenberg, Pat Rafter and
Mark W orde will vie for the
eichth and final place in the
lield in the lead-up to next
year's opening Grand Slam
tournamnet. the Australian
Open. starting here on January
13.
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