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Roadblocks to Suu

Kyi's house lifted

A blockade on the road to
dissident leader Aung San Suu
Kyi's home was lifted Monday
for the first time since October
12, AP s from Yangon.

The roadblocks first were set
up on Sept 27 lo nt Suu
Kyi's National ue for
Democracy from hu din
party congress at her home.
country s military government
charged that the meeting was
planned to cause trouble

11 army officers
jailed in France

Eleven French army officers
and a former offlicer were given
jail terms in Pau. France Mon-
day for embezzling militar
property over five years up t
1994. AFP reports [rom France.

Jean-Pierre Dupire, 53, a re-
tired officer considered the or-
ganiser of the racket. was sen-
tenced to 30 months in jail. in-
cluding a vear suspended. and
fined 250,000 francs (50,000
dollars). Eleven accomplies, all
serving officers [rom a number
of regiments in southern
France, were jailed for three
months and fined between
5.000 and 60,000 francs.

Algerian forces

kall 5 militants
Algerian security forces

killed five I[slamic undamen-
talists and seized about 100
homemade bombs at Megtaa
Kheira between Kolea and Zer-
alda west of Algiers, El Watan
Daily reported yesterday, AFP
says {rom Algiers.

Monday's operation fol-
lowed several bomb attacks by
suspected Muslim extremists in
the region since the middle of
the year. in which more than 40
people have died and almost
200 others were injured.

A Myanmar military dele-
gation led by deputy comman-
der-in-chief of the defence ser-
vices General Maung Aye left
Yangon yesterday for Beijing to
begin its 10-day goodwill visit
to China, J(mhua reports from
Yangon.

Invited by vice chairman of
the Central Military Commis-
sion of China General Zhang
Wannian. General Maung Aye's
entourage include chief-of-staff
of the army Lieutenant-General
Tin Oo, commander-in-chief of
the navy vice-admiral Tin Aye
and commander-in-chiefl of the
air lorces Llﬂutenant Generai

Tin Ngwe. by g

| Flods cliii 88
" in Thailand

Floods have killed at least
B8 people across Thailand and
caused damage estimated at 88
million US dollars, according
to the Thai interior ministry,
Xinhua reports from Bangkok.

About 3.3 million people in
72 of the country's 76 provinces
have been affected by floods
since June and the situation
will become worse with rains
expected in the country in the
next few days. Flood waters
have approached the outer dis-
tricts of Bangkok in recent days
and flooded the banks of the
Chao Phraya River which runs
through the capital.

Flood death toll
rises to 13 In

Indonesia

The number of deaths from
three days of flooding in the In-
donesia province of Central
Java has risen to 13 people. a
report said while local sources
said yesterday that the water
has already subsided, AFP re-
ports from Jakarta.

The Suara Karya daily re-
ported that eight people died in
the province's capital of Se-
marang. some 400 kilometres
east of Jakarta, over the week-
end when several houses col-
lapsed under heavy floods.
Seven more were injured ac-
cording to the daily, reporting
from the disaster site.

Nat’l Conference
denies killing of
party activists

SRINAGAR, India, Oct 22:
Kashmir's new ruling party, the
National Conference, c?emed on
Monday that Muslim separatist
guerillas attacked a party
worker's house and said a blast
which killed at least five people
was part of an army attack on
militants hiding there, reports
Reuter

Accounts of the incident

from the party, the army and
local news agencies contra-
dicted each other on many
points.
"They are trying to put blame
on the arm an army
spokesman told Reuters in the
state capital of Srin " We
strongly deny their allegations
that army has blasted the
house."

The explosion was at the
Anantnag district home of Ab-
dul Rashid Nadaf, a worker for
the anti-separatist National
Conference which won last
month's election in Muslim
majority Jammu and Kashmir
state and has installed its
leader, Farooq Abdullah, as
chief minister. |

A police spokesman said
there were two blasts whlr:h

mmn%tuf nd,iarmd

the United News of India, quot-
ing official sources, reported a

blast and said seven r:l+
atives of the politiclan were
killed in an attack by suspected
separatist rebels.

International

UNSC 1ntends to adopt resolution calling for truce

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 199

Taliban rule out power-sharing deal
with ousted Afghan govt

KABUL. Oct 22 : The Taliban
fundamentalist militia today
ruled ouwt any power-sharing
deal with the ousted Afghan
governument and vowed Lo erad-
icate its forces. reports AFP.

The stand reported by the
Taliban-run Radio Sharial
came one day after the Islamic
militia's leadership said it
would agree to an uncondi-
tional ceasefire Lo halt fighting
with advancing ex-government
troops north ol the capital

e acting head ol the mili
tia's Ruling Council in Kabul
Mullah Mohammed Hassan
told the UN's special envoy to
Afghanistan there could be no
political deal with the ex-
regime, Radio Shariat said.

"We will not make a joint
ﬁm*ernmrnt with those who

ave destroyed this countr
Over 1he past four and a half
years,” Hassan reportedly told
UN special ambassador Norbert
Holl.

"State power is nol booty and
is an asset of the people and we

Kabul on

until
Alghan territory is under their
control,”
ing top Taliban Commander
Maulawi Jalaluddin Hagani.

wﬂlnut-hmtlmththmm

have proven to be the enemies

of the people.” Hassan said
during a meeting with Holl here

Monday.

President Burhanuddin
Rabbani and his mil Czar
Ahmad Shah Masood fled

27
The Islamic warriors then

quickly captured two provinces
north of capi
lose key ground alter
launched a guerilla war two

weeks :
Butﬁnpltt seeing their ad-

vance
Afghanistan halted,
iban has vowed to fight on until
it wipes out Masood's forces,
Radio Shariat said.

tal. but be

0
asood

northern
the Tal-

into

"We will continue our Jihad
not even an inch of

the station said quot-

"We will save the whole

country from the evil of the
bandits,” Hagani said.

came a day after

Ruﬂu ariat, the new name

for the official Radio Kabul,

said the Taliban were prepared

lu t to the death if necessary

end Kabul from Masood's
Iurm.

Meanwhile, ex-
forces battled the Taliban mili-
tia just 12 kilometres (7.5
miles) north of Kabul today at
the final pass leading to the
capital, witnesses said.

The former government
forces of Ahmed Shah Masood
fired rockets and tank cannons
at Taliban forces defending the
Khay Kana Pass and heights
above the pass. according to an
AFP correspondent at the scene.

“We have orders to advance
and take the pass.” ex-govern-
memnt Commander Sabir said.

The salvos drew sporadic ar
tillery fire from lhe Taliban,
who mounted their defences on
the old road., one of two main
northern routes out of Kabul,

ust two kilometres (one mile)
the pass, he added.

overnment

Sabir said Masood's forces
controlled the heights east of
the ﬁam and the plains to the
noerth. He said the two sides
were separated by less than a
kilometre (halfl a mile).

He also said the former gov-
ernment troops have taken the
village of Karez-i-Mir, just 10
kilometres (six miles) from
Kabul, site ol a battle Monday
night. Independent confirma-
tion was not immediately
available.

Three buses carrrtng ::wﬂ
ians came under shell fire early
today and two pe * WETe Seri-
ously injured when one of the
buses was struck. said Mah-
moud Kahdjon. a doctor at the
Red Cross Hospital in Husserin
Kot, several kilometres (miles)
behind the front.

Reuter adds from United Na-
tions: The UN Security Council
intends to adopt a resolution on
Tuesday calling for a ceasefire
and peolitical negotiations in
Alghanistan where the radical
Islamic Taliban has captured

the capital, Kabul.

But stﬂl in dispute in the
document, drafted by Russia,
are objections to the Taliban's
discrimination against women
and girls who have been denied
schooling and work.

China believes human rights
concerns are not the province of

the Security Council and
is sensitive to possible criti-
cism of Islamic practices.
diplomats said Conseguently
Russia may have to en the
la ON WOITeT.
resolution. careful not
to take sides in the conflict.
says the main responsibility
for finding a political selution
to the conflict, lies with the
Afghan parties.

The document calls for
states to refrain from interfer-
ing in Afghanistan's internal
affairs and stop su
and ammunition in coun-
try's civil war. But it does not
impose an arms embarge as
Pakistan had wanted, with
members saying this would be

Newl}r elecb&d Nlcaragunn Presldent Arnoldo Aleman (L) is congratulated by former US
president Jimmy Carter (L) Monday as Costa Rica's former president Oscar Arias (C) looks
on, at Aleman's house in the neighbourhood of EL Cruzero in Managua, Nicaragua.
According to the Supreme Electoral Council fifth report, conservative Arnoldo Aleman led
Sandinista Daniel Ortega by 417,642 votes to 338,367 with 45.97 per cent of the votes

tallied.

— AFP/UNB photo

NEW DELHI, Oct 22: The In
dian opposition criticised the

government today over the
country's fatlure to win a UN
Security Counetl seat, reports
AFP

“The issue was nol properly
managed. said Hrilhn::prl,al
Sharma, spokesman for the
Hindu Nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (Indian People's
Party), after Japan beat India to
the nonpermanent seat by 142
voles to 40 at the United Na-
tions in New York on Monday.

“The mobilisation which In
dia should have done was miss-
ing.” he said. "The government
should analyse the causes of
defeat. It shows we have no
friends.”

‘It is a matter for serious
consideration for the Indian
governmment because it reflects
adversely on our foreign rela-
Lions."

India's UN Ambassador

nearly impossible to enforce.

It requests Secretary-Gen-
eral Boutros Boutros-Ghali and
UN re tatives to © ate
with interested states and or-
ganisations such as the Organi-
sation of the Islamic Confer-
ence o promote a political dia-
ogue,

Pakistan has offered to ne-
gotiate a ceasefire. overshadow-
ing. at least temporarily

In a news conference in
Kabul on Monday. Holl. in an
apparent reference to Pakistan.
warned that no single country

could bring peace to
Afghanistan.
"People may thing in Kabul

it is more important to follow
the advice of other negotiators
but in the run help for re-
construction will only come
from the international com-
munity.” he said after talks
with Taliban representatives.
The Organisation of Islamic
Conference also proposed a
truce and a conference in Saudi
Arabia of the warring groups.

Prakash Shah expressed sur-
prise and thmppcrlntnmlt at the
result noting that even
Japanese diplomats had ex-
pected the battle between the
Asian rivals to run te two
rounds

Shah told AFP in New York
that he had received encour-
agement from many states who
had apparently switched alle
giance at the last minute in the
secrel ballot.

But the BJP official and a
spokesman for the Congress (1)
Party denied the defeat was
linked to India's refusal Lo sign

the nuclear Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) in the
face of utrong international

sLIrE.

Vitah Gadgil of the Congress
which props up the coalition
government of Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda, argued the de-
leatdnhnuld not be over—drama-
lised.

Indian opposition slams govt
for failure to win UNSC seat

"We will continue our ctlnrm
o get a Security Council seat.
the spokesman said “India de-
serves to be on the Council con
sidlering its size. population ev
ervthing.”

India's centre-left govern-
ment offered no reaction on
Monday s UN vote. External Al
lairs Minister Inder Kumar Gu-
jral is in hospital, while For-

ign Secretary Salman Haider
refused to comment.

The UN Security Council has
15 members. Japan will be one
of 10 rotating members while
Britain, China. France, Russia
and the United States hold veto
power as permanent members
of the Council.

Meam. hile, Japan's success-
ful campaign for a non-perma-
nent seat on the UN Security
Council will not affect its rela-
tions with India, Ja For-
eign Minister Yukihike lkeda
said today.

Tigers attack police post,
kill 16 cops, 3 guards

COLOMBO., ;Sri
22 Tamﬂ Tiger rtlg?haf!rmg

overran a police post-ih north-
central Sri Lanka early Tues-
day, killing 13 policemen and
three paramilitary guards, rmil-
tla? officials said, reports AP.

our policemen and two
paramilitary guards were also
injured in the attack in which
the rebels fired rockets and ma-
chine guns at the post at Pal-
livagodella wvillage in the
Polonnaruwa district. said the
officials, who asked not to be
named.

The rebels torched a small
building that made up the post
in the remote village about 180
kilometres (112 miles) north-
east of Colombo, the capital, be-
fore returning to the jungle.

"Reinforcements were
rushed to the location from
nearbly—'l police post and together
with the army engaged the flee-
ing terrorists ... police confirm
that terrorists have suffered

heavy casualties.” said Major D,
Ranawake, a military
spokesman. in a statement. '

The rebels are fighting for a
separate homeland for minor-
ity Tamils, claiming they are
discriminated against by the
:na{'urily Sinhalese, who con-
trol the government and the
military. More than 46,000
people have been killed in the
13-year war.

AFP adds, the se tist Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) ambushed the police on
a routine patrol at Pal-
livagodella, the sources said
adding that there were no im-
mediate reports of rebel casual-
lies.

The attack came two days al-
ter security forces carried out
an air and sea assault on a key
Tigers base at the north-eastern
region of Chundikkulam leav-
ing nine sailors and four gueril-
las dead.

'Syria ready for war
if Israel refuses

T'EI.. AVIV, t 22: Syria is
ready for war a[..,ainsl Israel if
the hardline government of
Benjamin Netanyahu refuses to
Eiw 11’8}}1»? Golan Heights, an Is-
raeli station quoted a "very
senior” Syrian government of-
ficial as saying, reports AP.

The official told visiting
journalists in Damascus Satur-
day that the United States has
promised Syria to pressure [s-
rael on the issue after next
month's US election. Channel 2
TV said,

Israeli journalist Eldad
Beck, who in an unusual gesture
was allowed to visit Damascus
with French President Jacques
Chirac, quoted the official on
Monday as saying Syria does
not want war but is ready for it,
and that war would cause heavy
casualties on both sides.

The official called on Ne-
lany&hu v accept unwritten

Ive u

xlnderstandings reached with

Golan'

his dovish predecessors, which
allegedly included a timetable
for a Golan withdrawal.

Edward Dderejlan, a former
US ambassador to both Israel
and Syria, told The Associated
Press that in talks with Syrian
officials last week he found
they "are not eager to choose a
military option” and they
stressed Syria has mad: "a
strategic decision for peace.’

Djerejian met Syrian Presi-
dent Hafez Assad on October 15
and then transmitted a message
lo Israel that Syria is interested
in renewing the talks.

On Sunday, Channel 2 re-
ported that Netanyahu had
lransmitted a message to Syria
promising to "take into account
that ideas were raised and cer-
tain understandings were
reached during the term of the
previous government.”

'Iraq fails to clear
up doubts about

its N-arms'

Rolf Ekeus
York today

armament envo
headed back to )
after saying lraq had failed to
clear up doubts t how many
ballistic missiles and other
banned weapons it retains, re-
ports AFP.

Ekeus, Chairman of the UN
Special Commission (UNSCOM)
on di Iraq, left the UN-
SCOM rear base in Bahrain at
dawn today after making a brief
stopover following a three-day
visit to Iraq UN officials said.

"We have not cleared up any
more issued than what has been
reported in our October |1 re-

ort to the Security Council,”

keus told reporters in Baghdad
at the end of a three-day visit to
Iraq.
Irag has still not accounted
for between six and 16 long
range ballistic missiles like the
Scuds fired on Israel and Saudi
Arabia during the 1991 Gulf
War, Ekeus added. "Our ambi-
tion now is to narrow the num-

Ekeus said that during his
talks with Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Tareq Aziz and other offi-
cials "we have narrowed our
disagreement” on how to tackle
outstanding issues.

Ekeus who was a ed
by ballistic missile specialist
[kita Smindovich of Russia and
other experts said he had re-
ceived no new documents from
Iraq on his latest trip which he
described as generally "positive”
and 'useful.’

The former Swedish diplo-
mat travels to Baghdad every
two months to test a pledge Iraq
gave in June to grant unre-
stricted access to suspect sites
in return for UN guarantees
against violating its
sovereign lf

Before leaving for New York
Ekeus said Thursday he was not
optimistic about his trip but
arged Baghdad to demonstrate
political will to end the con-
cealment of weapons of mass
destruction from UN monitors.

He also reiterated Thursday
that UNSCOM continued to
have concerns about Iraq's bio-
logical and chemical weapons
capabilit}r

MANAMA. Oct 22° UN dis-

PLO-Israel blame each other
for impasse in Hebron talks

JERUSALEM, Oct 22: Deep-
ening a sense of crisis in lsraell
Palestinian peace talks,
Palestinian negotiators unex-
prctcdl{ walked out of talks in
Jerusalem Monday night, re-
ports AP.

The walkout came hours af-
ter US mediator Dennis Ross
announced that he was return-

to Washington. Israelis and

alestinians blamed each other

l'ur an impasse after two weeks
of talks.

It was not clear when the
Palestinians intended to return
to the negotiating table. Moshe
Fogel. a spokesman for Israel's
government. told the Associ-
ated Press that "in principle”
the negotiations would con-
tinue Tuesday. He said the
Palestinians seemed angry. "but
we believe these are delaying
tactics."”

The latest round ol talks be-

gan in response to a plea [rom
President Clinton following a
week of wviolence in which
Falestinian police and Israeli
soldiers opened fire on one an-
other, I\:ilf.c 79 people. At a
summit in Washington. Clinton
persuaded the two sides to nego-
tiate non-stop wuntil they
reached agreement.

But since then, the Pales-
tiniansq have walked out of
talks several times to consult
with Arafat, each time return-
ing to the table. It was unclear
whether Monday's returning to
the table. It was unclear
whether Monday's walkout was
more serious.

Ross said there had been
progress in the latest -ourd —
just not enough. Israel, on the
other hand, claimed that only
details remained unresolved
and accused Palestinians of
stalling. The Palestinians said

both l’ll!l't: overestimating the

pr

e Lalku continued after
Ross announced his dcpm'turr
But Palestinian m:sﬂuamra ‘gol
up and walked out” from a ses-
sion dlscussing security in the
West Bank town of Hebron afte:
Israeli troops pull out,

A Palestinian official said
on condition of anonymity that
the chief Palestinian negotia-
tor, Saeb Erekat, went to the
nearby autonomous West Bank
city of Bethlehem to report to
Yasser Arafat on the new dis-
agreements.

Fogel said Lhe Palestinians
walked out after the Israelis re-
fused to renegotiate aspects of
the agreement that had been
werk~d out in recent negotia-
lions. A separate committee
working on civilian aspects of
the new Hebron arrangement
was still meeting. he sa

Palestinian women with children pass by an Israeli paratrooper manning a position in the
centre of the West Bank town of Hebron, Monday. Palestinians in West Bank city of
Hebron will have to wait even longer as the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations on Hebron
has got into a halt with unsolved differences that has made US mediator Dennis Ross,
giving up after 16 days in the area and going back to Washington.

— AFP/UNB photo

New US immigration bill to cut influx of zllegal aliens

WASHINGTON, Oct 22: The
new immigratmn bill signed b
President Clinton September 35
attempts to reduce the influx of

illegal aliens but stops short of

significant changes on legal
immigration, reports USIS.

When President Clinton
signed the immigration reform
bill on September 30 he said,
"This bill includes landmark
immigration reform legislation
that reinforces the efforts we
have made over the last three
years to combat illegal immi-
gration,"

Republicans and’Democrats
generally praised the bill,

which was passed with conces-
sions from th sides as mem-
bers of ss sought

of legislation before agjourn‘
ment for national elections.
Under Democratic pressure,
Republicans removed a provi-
sion that would have deported

legal immigrants who used
specified public benefits for
more than 12 months in their
first seven years in the United
States. Also eliminated was a

rovision that would have

arred both al and ille
immigrants with AIDS from
federally financed treatment
programmes,

d Republicans removed a
rovision that would have al-
owed states to deny public
schooling to children who are
in the country illegally.

However, there was little
disagreement over items in the
bill that focused on clamping
down on illegal immigration.

The bill, aimed at stre:jg'lh-
ening the Border Patrol
the 3,200-kilometre frnntil:r
with Mexico, adds 5,000 new
Border Patrol officers and 1,500
support personnel over the next
five years. It also authorises

$12 million for improved

uipment and technology. An-
other provision calls for a 22-
kilometre border fence south of
San Diego. That fence alone is
projected to cost more than the
allotted $12 million.

In addition, the legislation
gives the attorney general right
to waive environmental protec-
tion laws for border control
construction, a measure that
drew angry protests from ecol-
ogists,

The legislation adds 600 new
Immigration and Naturalisa-
tion (INS) investigators
to handle cases involving crim-
inal ';Ii..lll:inzi ﬂsitur:i who over-
stay r visas, and em rs
who hire illqn] i -%l?:c

Critics say the bill weakens
anti-discrimination provisions
protecting legal workers and
deletes. enhanced penalties

against employers who hire il-
legal immigrants.

Other provisions in the le
islation raise criminal p:-n%
ties to up to 15 years for docu-
ment fraud and up to 10 years
for smugglin ple across the
border. A criminal penalty will
also be imposed on anvyone
making a false claim for citi-
zenship.

Republicans also compro
mised by scaling back proposed
income requirements for the
sponsors of legal immigrants.
Instead of haﬂng to earn twice
the amoun' o! the es.ablisliea

overty level, sponsors will

1ave to earn only 25 per cent
more than the poverty rate or
find a cosponsor who accepts
joint liability for the immi-
grant.

The toughest provisions of
the bill streamline deportation
proceedings. It also stipulates

that asylum seekers with falsi-
fied or borrowed documents can
be detained at the border and
denied asylum unless they can
show a "credible fear” of perse-
cution if they returned to their
point ol origin.

The bill. with some excep-
tions, sets a one-year time limit
for apPlying for political asy-
lum after entering the United
States.

The legislation provides for
100 per cent reimbursement by
the federal ment to hos-
pitals that provide emergenc
medical services to illega
aliens and reimburses states for
incarceratic.a of illegal ahiens.

Eighteen months after the
effective date of the law, all
border ¢ cards must con-
tain a biometric identifier and
be machine readable. In three
yvears, no one will be admitted
without such a card.

Any alien who is convicted
of a crime of domestic violence,
a crime of stalking. or a crime
of child abuse, child neglect or
child abandonment will now be
deported.

The immigration bill is the
culmination of a two-year ef-
fort. Last spring, an unusual al-
liance of high-technology com
panies, grass-roois immigrants
groups, civil liberties organisa-
tions and conservative think:
tanks fought the effort to curb
legal immigration. saying such
moves would keep families
apart and bar new en-
trepreneurial talent.

Although the immigration
bill includes some of the tough
est measur.s (aken in decades
against illegal immigration. it
does far less to discourage legal
immigration than was origi-

nally proposed.

e —]

Gandhi's hand
written papers

likely to fetch
$1.2m

LONDON, Oct 22: Handwrit-
ten papers belon to Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Wa first
Foat -colonial leader, have sur-

ed after nearly 50 years, re-
pﬂrta AP.

pers. which have lan-
E',uishedpa

til now in a cupboard
in Madras, India. are ed
.000-

to fetch between
200.000 pounds (900.000-1.2
million dollars) when they go
on sale in London on November
14

Phillips auctioneers said
Monday the documents were a
"major 20th archive.” and con-
tain 70 speeches, articles and
draft letters. They include the
prologue to Gandhi's last will
and testament.

It is difficult to over-em-
phasise the importance of
something so central to the
20th century. It is extraordi-

nary.” said Felix Pryor,
manuscripts consultant at
Phillips.

Gandhi led India's 350 mil-
lion people to independence
from Britain in 1947 and was
assassinated the following year
by a Hindu fanatic. The docu-
ments cover his last fast and
the days up to his death.

The drafts of speeches and
letiers from the last six months
of Gandhi's life were stored by
his secretary. V. Kalyanam

Phillips said that
Kalvanam, now in his 70s, will
not receive a penny from the
sale of the 70 documents. which
cover 450 pages in three
loosely-bound volumes. He will
give the proceeds to a Hindu
charitable foundation for the
construction of a tempie.

Russian minister
in Delhi to sign
defence accord

NEW DELHI. Oct 22: Russian
Defence Minister Igor Rodionov
arrived in New Delhi on Mon-
day on a three-day visit to sign
a defence cooperation ee-
ment including the supply of

wa nes to India. officials of
both countries said., reports
Reuter

The visit Is the first by a
Russian defence minister to In-
dia. which was a close ally of
the lormer Soviet Union.

Rodionov was expected to

defence deals on the supply
of 40 Sukhoi Su-30MK long-
range fighter bombers and

MSTA-S self-propelled how-
itzers, the Press st of India
said.

Rodionov will meet Indian
leaders, including Prime Minis-
ter H D Deve Gowda, Defence
Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav
and External Allairs Minister
K Gujral. He is also scheduled
meel the chiefs of India's
defence . forces, an Indian
defence ministry official said.

PT] said ts on the
training of Indian military per-
sonnel and a new service-to-
service exchar between the
armed forces of the two coun-
Iries were likely to be finalised.

As the former Soviet Union's
main non-communist ally, In-
dia was one of Moscow's biggest
arms clients.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin. visiting New Delhi in

1993, u?‘llfdatmatyremlﬁngi
ebt

thorn issue that had cur-
tail supplies of defence
equipment.

Yandarbiyev
hopetul of peace
in Chechnya

MOSCOW, Oct 22: Chech-
nya's rebel leader said Monday
he sees many remaining obsta-
cles to peace in his republic but
remains hopeful Russia will
live up to its commitments, re-
ports AP

Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev, in-
terviewed by Russia's NTV Inde-
pendent Television., voiced re-
gret that ousted Russian secu-
rity chief Alexander Lebed "was
not allowed to carry his job

through to the end.” .
- But he called shuf-
fles among top Moscow officials

"their internal affair” and ex-
pressed hope that lingering
problems — mainly the com-
plete withdrawal of Russian
— can be worked out.
ssian prime Minster Vik-
tor Chernomyrdin's signature
on joint documents” endangers
a certain confidence in the
peace process, the Interfax news
agency quoted the separatist
chief as saying. "As a self-re-
specting politician. he should
value his own signature.”
Chernomyrdin. meanwhile,
stressed that his government is
committed to the existing peace
deal in Chechnya as the coun-
try's Security Council held its
first meeting Monday with its
new secretary.

Wildfire destroys
12 houses in
Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, Oct 22: Wind-
whipped flames destroyed at
least 12 expensive homes and
damaged eight others in an ex-
clusive orange country com-
munity on Monday while fire-
fighters battled a 1.500-acre
(607 -hectare) wildfire north-
west of Los Angeles, reports
Reuter

California’'s noterious Santa
Ana mnds uatln.g up to 50
mph (80 E spread both
blazes quickly. ﬁ}rﬂng hun-
dreds of people to evacuate their
homes

The orange country blase in
a posh suburb near Tustin was
brought under control in about
three hours. but not before it
had wreaked havor in the

i lar

hbourhood of million-dol-
s,



