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A Taliban reliznous militia truck carries Russian made surface Lo air massil

irom kabul s

International Airport to safer location in Kabul yesterday The airport was rocketted
Monday morning by the ex-government troops positioned 20 Kilometres north of Kabul.

Ceasefire fails to take Elace

Heavy fighting near Kabul

KABUL. Oct 21: Hea
ing raged north of Kabu mda}
between the Taliban militia
and forces loyal to the ousted
Afghan government. despite
ceasefire proposals. agencies
quoting witnesses said.

Forces loyal to the [ormer
government's top commander,
Ahmad Shah Masood, appeared
to be trying to cut a I;ﬂ]lbatl
force off from the Afghan capi-
tal, just north of the city, resi-
dents said.

Though the warring parties
said today they were ready to
accept a Pakistani-brokered
ceasefire, both sides set condi-
tions to any agreement and
were slill locked in battle.

On the ground, the two sides
continued to fight for territo
on the plains north of Kabul.
with the Taliban saying they
had pushed forces of the ousted
Rabbani government out of the
village of Kalakan. 25 km north
of Kabul.

However, witnesses put the
fighting five kilometres to the
south, about where it was on
Sunday.

"We are ready for the en-
forcement of a ceasefire. It de-
pends on the readiness of the

r fight-

other side. and our condition
for a ceasefire i1s an exchange ol
risoners. paving the way for
urther talks," said Amir Khan
Mutagi. Information Minister
of the Taliban. which holds
Kabul. ]

The ceasefire had been due to
begin at midday (0730 GMT).

But a spokesman for Ahmad
Shah Masood. whose Tajik
forces hold territory to within
half an hour's drive of the capi-
tal, said ceaselire negotiations
itr the northern city of Mazar-i-
Sharil had failed,

“They (faction leaders) have
nol agreed on a ceasefire.” Ma
sood's spokesman Dr Abdullah
told reporters in Jabal os-Siraj.
"They (Taliban militia) are still
bombing, so the ceasefire that
was proposed has notl taken
place.”

Abdullah said
planes drnrpt‘d bombs on
Qarabagh village today, Reulers
correspondent Chris Bird re-

orted from Jabal os-Siraj. 70
m north of Kabul.

Reporters heard anti-air-
cralt fire as Masood's forces
opened up on jets but there was
no word on casualties.

two Taliban

— AFP/UNB photo

Al least rockets
slommed into T E combined
nnlitary and civilian airpor
on the northern edge of Kabul

Meanwhile. the mediation
moves by Pak Interior Minister
Naserullah Babar — whose gov-
ernment denies :har%cs by the
ousted government ol president
Rabbani that it supports the
Taliban — appeared 1o over-
shadow peace eflorts by UN spe-
cial envoy Norbert Holl.

Holl, who launched a fresh
peace initiative at a news con-
lerence in Kabul today, wamed
in an apparent reference to
Pakistan no single country
¢ould, bring peace Ilo
Alghanistan.

“People may think in Kabul
it is more important to follow
the advice of other negotiators
but in the long run help for re-
construction will only come
from the international com-
munity.” he said after talks
with Taliban representatives.

The Organisation of Islamic
Conference also entered the

peacemaking arena by propos-
ing an OIC-monitored truce and
a conlerence in Saudi Arabia of
the warring groups.

AB Bank: Nominations
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Another candidate {rom the

ublic quota. Humayun Kabir,
Eas withdrawn his nomina-
tion, the sources added.

According (o the sources,
Salman. Kashem and Igbal had
applied to the BB for
rescheduling of their loans in
September this year. The mat-
ter is still awaiting the central
bank's approval after the Board
of the AB bank processed their
applications. Meanwhile. the
central bank has asked for
some further information from
the AB bank, a BB official said.

As per banking law, default-
ers are barred from holding di-
rectorships of any bank.

Salman, Igbal and Kashem.
who are also directors of Bex-
imco Investment Co Ltd, had
given baoth corpurale atd per-
sonal guarantees for loans of
about Tk 170 crore in 1993
taken for different companies
during 1988-89 and had the
loans rescheduled. But they had
again defaulted, the sources
said.

Water issue
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Bangladesh, merely saying 'we
ncetf lot of water.’

Quoting expert opinion and
data, he told a questioner that
as such the quantum of the
Ganges water at Farakka re-
mains same or more as it was in
1977.

Under the 1977 agreement,
Bangladesh received 34,500
causes of water during the most
lean period. The agreement also
contained a guarantee clause
providing 80 per cent of the
available water of the Ganges to
Bangladesh during the lean pe-
riod.

Asked if Bangladesh would
propose the revival of the 1977
aFrﬁ:mcnt. the minister did not
glve any straight answer but
said that it would depend on
India's political will. "What we
can say is that our expectation
is much more."

In reply to a question about
talks with West Bengal Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu and his
planned visit to Dhaka early
next month, Razzak said Jyoli
Basu is very sympathetic to
solve this problem and about
discussing the issue with the
centre to arrive at a solution.

‘I‘he Water Resources Minis-

again made it clear that the

n%ol' the Ganges water is

not linked with any other con-
ditions.

——

In 1995. the BB in its initia-
live to crack down on the loan
defaulters had issued letter to
the AB bank asking it to collect
unpaid loans from directors.

Accordingly. the bank asked
Salman. Ilgbal and Kashem to
repay the loans within two
months. But they resigned in
September 1995 before the
deadline ended.

Later the loans were
rescheduled in 1995 with a
payment period of upte 2004
which was later extended to
2012. But they again defaulted
after making some repayments
and before the June 12 parlia-
mentary election, they had
again applied for reschedulin
as the election rules shpulate«f
that defaulters must have to re-
pay 10 per cent of their loans to
contest the elections.

But they did not have to
make the 10 per cent payment
as the guarantors of loans were
not covered by the law.

Dhakeshwari
Mandir to be made
central temple

State Minister for Works Af-
saruddin Ahmed yesterday an-
nounced to develop Dhakesh-
wari Mandir as the central
temple of the country, reports
BSS.

He said this while visiting
puja mandop at the temple.

The state minister assured (o
taking measures for develop-
ment of the temple complex.

On arrival, the state minis-
ter was received by Major Gen-

eral (retd) CR Datta. Bir Uttam,

Prafulla Kumar - Hawladar,
Chittaranjan Sarkar., Dr Nim
Chandra Bhaumik, Advocate
Subrata Chowdhury and Ba-
sudeb Dhar.

Businessman
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from a shop in the market and
whisked away by a group of at
least six people, said police
quoting witnesses. The rela-
tives, however, claimed that he
was kidnap

ped at gun point.
The Gulshan Police claimed

‘o have recovered one "Rockey”

Jeep yesterday tv:nlng report-
edly used in kidnapping ﬁl:;'?lil'
Police said no FIR was regis-
tered with the thana till writing
this report late last night.
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names out of the remainin

Govt won’t change
law to alter
Islamic way of

life: Speaker

Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad Humayun Rashid
Choudhury has said the gov-
ernment would not change ly
law or provision which may a
ter the Islamic way of life. re-
ports UNB.

The Speaker now on a visit
to Saudi Arabia to perform Um-
rah told this while he was ac-

corded a reception by the
Bangladesh communit in
Makkah-Al-Mukarrama on

Saturday night.

In his weicome address, Hu-
mayun Rashid Choudhury
highlighted various pro-
grammes and projects under-
taken by the present govern-
nr.-nt for the welfare of the peo-
ple.

Power plant
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ond level of the solicited bid-
ding — technical evaluation —
“more competitive.” sources
concerned said.

The consultant early this
month recommended four more
15
companies bul added that if the
BPDB wanted to have more
names in the short list, it would
have to revise the criterion for
pre-qualification document.

Of the four new companies
one was disqualified in the first
evaluation. Therefore, BPDB
brushed aside its name.

BPDB did not want to revise
the criterion rather it for-
warded its recommendation to
the Energy Ministry to add the
names of three of the four com-
panies to the short last as well
as the names of other compa-
nies which were "equivalent” to
these three companies in their
qualification.

Sensing a possible impasse
in this regard, the Energy Min-
istry, however, ruled out addi-
tion of any name to the short
list, saying that the standards
for pre-qualification could
be compromised, mini }r
sources said.

The ministry also said that
participation of five companies
at the technical evaluation
level was enough for a competi-
tive environment, the source
pointed out.

"We believe parﬂclpatjnn of
20 companies at the pre-quali-
fication level was very signifi-
cani.” an official remarked.

Dhaka city
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ment and the le.

; nlrt mc;:!ium and leng-
erm plans will be implemented
to extend civic mmltjh to the
citymen with the joint efforts of
the LGRD Ministry and the City
Corporation, he informed the
function.

NEW DELHI. Oct 21:

Defence Minister Igor Hadh:mﬂv

arrives in India today for a
three-day visit that is expected
to revitdlise a relationship dis-
rupted by the
Soviet Unijon. reports

l allies for most of the Cold War
years, are expected to sign a deal
for the sale of 40 sophisticated
fighter jets to the Indian Air
Force, Trust of India news
agency ed. India desper-
alely s the new Sukhoi-30

fighters to modernise and aging

fleet.

Rodionov. on his first for-
eign tour since he was a
by President Boris Yeltsin in
July, is scheduled to meet

senjor military officials in New

Delhi tomorrow and Wednes

ﬁi.lﬂﬂﬁ these talks. he is ex-
pected to discuss the possible

sale of Russian ships. including

an aircraft carrier, self-pro-
pelled artillery guns and other
military hardware. Press Trust

and defence industry sources
said. speaking on condition of
anonymity.

India pursued a nonaligned

licy during the Cold War, cul
livating friends among capital-
ists and communists. In the
chaos that followed the collapse

One beaten to

death in Barguna

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Oct 21: One person
was beaten to death allegedly by
his rivals at Uttar Karuna vil-
lage under Bet thana of Bar-
guna district today.

Police and wiltnesses said.
Abdul Aziz. 35, came out of his
house at around 4 pm at the call
of some villagers who later took
him to the house of one Sek-
enidar Ali. There, Lhe villagers
heat Abdul Aziz mercilessly as a
result of which he died

case
wWas Iﬂed ufl thana. Po-
lice later arrr:at Ayezuddin
and Gendu Mia.

DMCH Enquiry

out of contact!

Do you want to get any in-
lormation from the enquiry de-
partment of the Dhaka Medical
Col Hospital? It is quite im-

for you. reports UNB.

ainst |8 persons

The telephone set of the

DMCH enquiry department is
defunct for about a month.

When contacted, officials
concerned said they do not
know when the phone line will
be restored. or her it will be
restored at all.

| LGC team visits

India, Nepal

this month
By Staff Correspondent

Some members of the Local
Government Commission will
visit India and Nepal soon to
see the patterns ol local gov-
ernment in the two coun-
tries. LGC sources told The
Daily Star last night.

e delegation, headed by
LGC chairman Rahmat Ali MP,
will leave the coun sometime
in the last week of this month,
sources added.

The delegation will see the
composition, Powcrs and func-
tions of the local government
bodies in the two countries. the
chairman said.

The B-member Commission

is scheduled to a report
on a four-tier local government
system for the f:uun by the
first week of December this
year.

The commission is also

studying opinions and sugges-
tions o diffcrcnl sections of

people. expﬂ'ls and professional

ups in the country about the
possible structure, functions
and powers of the local
government system.

Two die in
Patuakhali

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 21: Two per-
sons died in separate incidents
in Kalapara thana of Patu-
akhali district today.

One Dulal, 20, allegedly
committed suicide by insecti-
cide at Khajuria village. He was
rushed to hospital where doc-
lors declared him dead.

A family feud was reportedly
the cause of the suicide,

In another incident, one Ab-
dur Rashid, 26, died after
falling from a tree at Chaka-
maia village.

Porttolios
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cultural alfairs. religious af-
fairs, housing an ublic
works. jute and textile, labour

and manpower, land and in-
formation are being run by the
state ministers.

According to the notifica-
tion the ministers with this
additional charges are : Fi-
nance Minister SAMS Kibria —
Planning Ministry, Education
Minister ASHK Sadeque — Es-
tablishment Ministry and Pub-
lic Service Commission Secre-
tariat: Water Resources Minis-
ter Abdur Razzak — Civil Avia-
tion and Tourism Ministry;
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed — offices of
the President and the Prime
Minister and Cabinet Division;
Power and Energy Minister Nu-
ruddin Khan — Defence Min-
inl? Armed Forces Division

Special Affairs Division
and Food, Agriculture, Disaster
Man t and Relief Minis-
ter Begum Matia Choudhury —
Environment and Forest Min-

istry.

The Baily Star

1Russ:anmn:ustermIndxa|
torevltahsetles

of the Soviet bloc, the country

break 13 ol the

India and Russia, nillilarjr

ted

found su there less able
to cope with demand.
India sought other suppliers

in the West to overcome an

acute short of military spare
parts, but Western eguipment
proved andcqn‘m-'l Was
not compatible with Russian L
systems. Fighter aircraft were |
cannibali o keep squadrons
battle-worthy.

Almost all the Indian army's
lery were either
1ed in the former

tanks and artil
made or
Soviet Union. The air force has

French and British fighter jets,
but depends on a huge fleet of

MiG fighters and Antonov and
llyushin transporters and Mi-
series helicopters.

Fire at 2 cosmetic

shops in city
By Staff Correspondent

Two cosmetic shops at Chan-
kbazar caught fire at around
9:15 pm yesterday. said police
and fire brigade sources

The fire that originated from

an electric short circuit was
brought under control by the
fire fighters. said fire service
men

Docs in Rajshahi
continue strike

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Oct 21: Doctors
in Rajshahi district observed a
sirike for the second day today

rolesting the assault on Dr
galutul’ Mahmud. They did
not attend patients in govern
ment and private hospitals and
clinics. The emergency cases
were, however, attended to.

Dr Taimur AK Mahmud, As-
stt. Professor of Medicine ol
Rajshahi Medical College Hos
pital was assaulted by some
extortionists when he refused
to give them money

Police today arrested two
youths — Shahid Hossain Bulu
and Shafiqul Islam in connec-
tion with the incident.

The Police Commissioner of
Rajshahi, Aminul Islam. today
met the leaders of the striking
doctors and requesied them to
call off the strike. But the doc-
tors said they would not with-

drew their programme unless
the persons responsible for the
incident were arrested.

Protest in NY

Ravi Shanker for

withdrawal of

charges against
MF Hussain

NEW YORK. Oct 21: Sitar
maestro Pandit Ravi Shanker
was among more than 30 Indian
intellectuals and artists in a
demonstration here demanded
withdrawal of obscenity
charges against renowned
Eaintcr MF Hussain initiated

y the Maharashtra Govern-

s PTI.
rnteamru st y con-
d:mn what they called vi-
cious communal campaign

nst Hussain and a deliber-
ately distorted interpretation of
his works.

They also asked the Gujarat
government to take legal action
against the Bajr Dal hood-
lums who des the artist's
work in Ahmedabad.

The Indian government,
they said, must clearly con-
demn that act and declare that
the forces who are charging up
communal passions for politi-
cal ends would not be tolerated.

The art world denies that
right of any group or individual
to dictate what we create, they
added.

The demonstration held in
Grey Art Gallery of the Univer-
sity of New York was also at-
tended by Ustad Ashish Khan,
Deepti Naval, Madhu Jallrey
and Zia Jaffery.

mcntre

Suicide
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a pipe in the kitchen of the
house.

Yunus Ali was on leave from
his job and was alone in the
house du the incident.

His wife and daughter had
just left Dhaka for village home
in Kathalputa thana under
Meherpur district.

Siddiqur Rahman son of the
victim had gone to Baksibazar
education board office.

According to his statement
to the police Siddique said that
when he returned to his house
he found all doors and windows
shut. He broke into the house
and saw his father hanging, po-
lice said.

According to his statement
his father was suffering from
mental disease since long.

Police recovered the body
and sent it to Mitford Hospital
morgue for autopsy. An unnatu-
ral case was filed with the Sabu-
jbagh thana.

n another incident a failed
HSC examinee allegedly com-
mitted suicide at her resident at
South Mugdapara yesterday
evening.

The victim, Rupali, 16,
daughter of one Abdur Rashid,
resident of the house who

hailed form Tangail district. |

committed suicide by
from the ceilin

pm, Sabujba
said.

Sahjahan Ali, the owner of
the house, informed the police
that his tenants daughter had
committed suicide.

Police found her hanging
from the ceiling fan and recov-
ered the body.

A UD case was filed with the

by hangi
fan at about

thana police

Sabu thana in this reﬂlrd
The LWII sent to DMCH
morgue autopsy.
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6 killed, 20 hurt
in road mishap

NARSINGDI. Oct 21 Six peo
ple,

when a bus plunged into a road
sicle ditch at Patildoha in Be

labe thana on Dhaka-Sylhet |

highway today. re

The victims. who died on the
spot. could not be identified
immediately. The bodies were
brought to Narsingdi Sadar
Hospital morgue

Police and witnesses said
that the accident occurred at
about 3 30 as the Bhairab
bound bus from Dhaka fell into
the ditch after its driver lost
control over its steering.

The injured passengers were

rts LINB

inchading a woman. were |
killed and 20 others injured |

— e r———

o

rushed to Narsingdi Sadar
Hospital and Bhairab health
complex

Police seized the bus but its |
driver fled the scene A case was
liledd with Belabo police

BSS adds A road mishap in
Manikganj claimed one person
last night

Yasin All, 20 of Saturia
Manikganj. received serionus in
jury at Saturia Bazar when he
was hit by a speedly minibus lasi
F"'L"f'Tlll'lH_

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
he succunbed to his injury al
dead ol nght

B | . - b
Crackers seized
" -
in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Oct 21 Detex
tive police recovered over 1000
crackers and Indian made
chocolate bombs after raiding
several places in the city today
Earlier. Chittagong Metro
lmlltan podice banned the exp

nston of firecrackers around
puja mondaps here

Guyjral postpones
Lanka visit

COLOMBO, Oct 21: India's
External Affairs Minister In-
der Kumar Gujral has indeli
nitely posiponed a schedule
visit to Sri Lanka due to a sud
den illness the Foreign Min-
lsl?r here said today, reports

Gujral was to have co-
chaired the third session of the
Inde-5Sri Lanka Joint Commis-
sion during a throe day visit
fram Thursday.

Dhaka to join ESCAP
confce in Delhi

Bv Mizan Al

The two-dav ministerial
conference on infrastructure
development in Asia and the
Parific that begins in New Dethi
on COctober 28 will consider and
adopt reports in this regard. ac-
rording to official sources

The conference. organised by
the Economic and Social
(ormumission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP] is expected to
be attenderd by representatives
frorn 20 countries of the region,
the sonirces added

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain Manju is
scheduled t o | = ad the

Bangladesh delegation

The conference will consider
and adopt reports on Transpori
amnd Communications Decade

for Asia and FPacific the New
Delht Action Plan on Infras
tructure Development in Asia
vl the Pacific and infrastruc
tnire  policy planning the
SOUTOES sai]

Besides issues on public and
private sector parinerships in
infrastructure development
measures lor ellicient move
ment of international trans
port infrastructure jor poverty
alleviation. human develop
inent and protection ol envi

Schoolboy Russel
still untraced

Police rcould not trace
whereabouts of school boy Rus-
sl even after five davs of his

abduction, reports LN
Russel, son of one Abdul
Barek. was picked up from

Tongl area on October 16. His
family filed a GD with Tongi
thana the following day and a
rase on Sunday

The family members of Rus

sel alleged that the kidnappers
were (lemanding Tk 2{}.[)&5”*
Fillisor

Drivers clash

From Page |
brought the situation under
control at around 1115 am.

Four of the injured were
taken to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

A case was registered with
the Koiwali thana accustng

some |4 persons, said

ronment will also be consid-
ered, the sources added.

The f;peﬁmg session will be
addressed also by the Executive
Secretary of ESCAP and the
F;Tesrd;rn];ﬁicmur Vice-Presi-
dent of the Asian Development
Bank. the sources added.

The ministers and heads of
delegations will deliver policy
statement on infrastructure de-
velopment in their respective
countries, highlighting initia-
tives in this regard.

The UN organisations and
other intergovernmental bodies
will make statements on their

policies and initiatives. the
sources saicd

JN Varsity
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lege Hospital (DMCH) morgue.

Quoting hospital sources,
LUNB DMCH correspondent re-
;;-nrtf-tl tha! the dead had bullet
wounds on his forehead.

Family sources said Jewel
leil the house on Sunday
evening and did not return. His
uncle received an anonymous
phone yesterday evening that
Jewel was admitted to Utsarga
climic

Receiving the phone call, he
rushed to the clinic but he was
informed about the death of an
unidentified youth. Later, Jew-
el's uncle identified him at the
DMCH morgue.

Ramna police registered a
case in connection with the un-
natural death

Khaleda

From Page 1
instead of multilateral diplo-
macy which. she said, was fol-
lowed by her government dur-
ing its live- i‘:ﬂ' lenure.

Begum Zia alleged that the
government was inclined to
give nuppurl to In-cha instead of
Japan. to become
nent member of tht g ty
Council.

buddin Ahmed. '{m”m’ o~
ha in
was also addressed by former
Ambassador Mir Nasir Uddin.
Aihar Uddin, Masudur Rahman,

nﬂ'lur Rashid, Abul Kashem
lhnnglr Alamn Biswas.
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