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Snail's Pace

Beyond sounding a wee bit upbeat one cannot be

effusively self-congratulatory or celebrative
about the three percentage-point rise in the pace ol
ADP implementation in the first two months of
1996-97 over the last fiscal year's corresponding
level.

Reading the news of it, as circulated by BSS and
UNB, one relievingly finds that the achievement
has been seen as a "modest momentum” without
any trace of an attempted hype on it. This is where
overaccolade goes [or objective news-creeding
with a reflected glory shared by the news-makers
in a process of maturation that must go on to its
logical culmination — transparent governance
with equally transparent information dissemina-
tion.

Frankly though. our appetite for more informa-
tion remained somewhat unwhetted tor not cata-
loguing in the news item the directives the PM
reeled off to the ministries, divisions and execut-
ing agencies for 'expediting’ the ADP implementa-
tion. Essentially it is an extended downside of the
positive news that one must focus upon to place it
in the right perspective. We are not getting carried
away by the so-called momentum much as we ap-
preciate it as an outcome of an intense concentra-
tion on the priority projects because of two very co-
gent reasons : First. we are hanging our hat on to a
peg that is hardly anything to brag about; for, as
everyone knows, we had had almost three
successive years of notoriously low ADP
implementation rates. To have inched only 3
percentage points ahead of the poor specimen of a
bench-mark in the preceding financial year is
hardly anything to gloat over.

In the essence, the utilisation of only eight per
cent of the 12000-crore ADP allocation in the first
two months puts us at a self-evident disadvantage
for the remainder of the fiscal year with 92 per cent
to be implemented in the highly disproportionate
time-frame of only ten months. The ace in the
hole, however, is the higher foreign aid disburse-
ment rate pulsating through the ADP now. But it
hinges critically on keeping political peace.

Aricha Plunge

It is many vears that a bus has plunged into the
river with a full load of passengers and right from
a ferry. Accounts of the tragedy vary from news-
paper to newspaper but in essence these say there
was a problem at disembarkation which the man
at the steering could not overcome. Perhaps
because he was not the driver of the bus but only
the helper. The driver had gone down leaving his
post when he had to stop his bus making way for
vehicles embarking on ferry. Some reports say the

A thorough investigatinn must be mouhtél #nd’ |
the driver, helper and as many of the survivors as
may be got together must be interrogated to piece
together the full true story. And punishment
awarded to persons found guilty. A number of
problems may also come into the open during the
investigation about loading and unloading
situations at the Aricha Ghat. These may need to be
sorted out without delay and without fail.

There is season for eur insisting on such. Au-
tomobile accidents top the list of deaths due to un-
natural reason. And yet there is hardly any news of
punishment dealt out to persons responsible for
these. Why? Reason one, important people hardly
meet with such accidents. Two, the automobiles
laws provide for the lightest of penalties for even
those proven to have a hand in the accident. Al-
though these mishaps involve multiple death, the
questions of possible mechanical failure and un-
intentioned human error of judgement make the
losses of lives into mere deaths rather than
killings and murders. So, automobile, specially
bus mishap deaths have ceased to be taken
seriously by police. Very few people have ever been
punished against the hundreds of accidents that
occur and thousands that are killed and maimed.

So let's at least have the investigations and
know for sure how these happen. Bad roads,
overloading, overworked and undertrained drivers
having no professional ethics or obligations,
speeding and road-unworthy vehicles — none of
these are accidental things and these are what
accidents are made of. Each of these are eminently
amenable to improvement. Why do not we go for
these improvements?

Verdict of Fatigue

Japan's political batteries may not have been’
instantly re-charged by the inconclusive verdict of
the just-held polls but her voters have made cer-
tain points for the future guidance of the main-
stream political parties there.

The country's luckless run with coalition gov-
ernments, endorsed one time too many by the elec-
torate, is a sure sign of a profound and near-total
popular realisation that while the LDP could not be
trusted with absolute power, the untested political
parties should neither be gambled upon just as yet.
But the big lesson, of course, is directed towards the
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), led by prime min-
| ister Ryutaro Hashimoto who, through his failed
bid to emerge mandated with power must be sensi-
tised to the reality of the Japanese demanding a
fully reformed and revitalized LDP on the ashes of
its 1993 electoral debacle. But then the party's
stock of experience in running governments for
most of the post-war period has not been at a dis—
count either : it has emerged as the single larges
political party with 239 seats in the 500-seat Diet.
This reflects the -Japanese people's craving for po-
litical stability, an agenda being
of an organised party like the LDP which is set to

helper bus on back gear. God alone knows
Vi e . ¢cdot —as dues the han hirmisdF [
who got away before t

put into the hands |

lead a coalition government once again. The oppo-
sition New Frontier Party looks strong with 156
members in the lower house.

Note also the Japanese gyrations of disintcrcut
in contemporary politics limned on the record low

turn-out since the last War.

The Presidential

Suggestion

by M Arshad Ali

The election of Justice Shahabuddin on the initiative of the Leader of the House has
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HAT Shakespeare is not

of a single country and

particular age but of all
ages and climes has once in
received a renewed confir-
mation - in Bangladesh even
after long four hundred years of
his demise. Though the concept
of kingship has since
undergone numerous ch
both revolutionary and
evolutionary. over the cen-
turies, the pith and substance of
King Henry's soliloquy "Uneasy
lies thl.‘ head that wears a
crown' remains a tangible and
efficacious as it was yore With
the establishment and func-
tioning of the most successful
parliamentary democracy in
the United Kingdom, K the
sovereignty of the King hau
given way to the suprema
the Parliament. i e the cl;a
has been reduced to a Htu]ar
head of the state a position far
from the conception of Shake-
spearean England. This does
not, however, mean that the
King has been divested of all

wers and functions, and that

1¢ has no actual influence in
the governance

In fact. the services the
monarch renders are highly
significant and the influences
he exerts upon the course of
public affairs assume consider-
able importance Apart from
enjoying the formal rights like
being the sole repository of all
executive powers during the
briet interval between the res-
ignation of one Prime Minister
and the assumption of another
thus maintaining the continu-
ity of the government, the King
possesses three rights — the
right to be consulted, the right
to warm and the right to encour-
age.

A wise and sagacious King
who is serious enough to exer-
cise these three informal rights
ol advice, warning and encour-
agement and who holds strong
views regarding the affairs of
the country may exert tremen-
dous influence upon the policy
of the Cabinet.

The King is the symbeol of na-
tional unity and solidarity. He
is the only man who never
lands himself in party strife
and always works imgﬂ5 .71.113..F
devoid of any bias and
fear or favour. He is the ju

Q Ep al the game of poli-
51] = i:;z accordance
wilh the ndles. It is in the

of things that a‘wise non-
partisan rm ity assumes
the role o ace-maker when
occasion su ds. Elevated

above strifes of party politics,
having no axe of his own to
grind, no personal ambition to
achieve, he is in a position to
take a dispassionate view of
national issues and form a
disinterested judgement
thereof. It is in this way that he

Sir. The Dhahran blast in
the American mili base was
blamed on some still untraced
surely fundamental group
fe One God faith. And a fat
tantalising reward of five mil-
lion USD has been announced
by the two governments, the
Royal Saudi government leas-
ing the base and the USA using
the base. Who would be the
lucky winner 1 do not know, but
| am sure it was none else than
the Jewish state of Israel who
did it with the US President's
concurrence and knowledge. 1
do not have the proof because
international killers do not
leave proofs of misdeeds but my
conviction is not less than one
hundred per cent.

Two instant goals are aimed
at; to absolve Israeli Prime
Minister Natayanhu of his bel-
licose anti-Muslim talks and
adore him against the decreed
fundamentalists and secondly,
create a hitting ground for Mr
Clinton to brighten up his re-
election margin.

The clenched fists avowing
hard retaliation against the
hypothetical blowers vowed by
Mr Clinton and his Defence
Secretary, in a land not their
own show how worried they are
for a quick-score. Hardly one
day passed, there were loud
roars of punishing Iran for the
deed, even before any spot in-
spection was conducted. A
scapegoat was to be found
quickly and the goat must be
capped and bearded, better if
can be discovered from Iran,
Irag and Libya. Even Syria
would not be unwelcome. Then
ever-ready US missiles can seek
choice targets that will in-
stantly Mr Clinton's score

points securedly l}:ﬁh
Israeli Prime Minister's US
visit in its wake and US Presi-
dent's hand-in-hand swin
clamouring a mouthful o
unswerving unitedness coupled
with an exhibited ovation in
the US Congress given to the
nical Jewish leader prove
that Dhahran blast did have
well calculated objectives. It
may be noted that the fuel truck
said to have caused the blast
was taken too close to the army
barracks and w were is-
sued only seconds ore the
Iﬁrﬂ The US base could not
ve been so um:%v #ﬂuﬂ
In the
Churchill needed to sink one
American £‘uleng=r ship to
the USA to his rescue. The

to if has

her immense credit.

fulfils his role as a mediator in
national politics and renders a
veoman's service Lo the country

he reigns but does not govern '

His is thus a device that
forges national consensus on
issues that are of vital impor-
tance to the interest of the na-
tion. It is the exercise of these

ts that makes him an as-
siduous observer of the state of
affairs causing his head to be
deprived of easeful rest and
peaceful sleep as King Henry IV
suffered from. Much. however,
depends on the personality of
the King

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed should posses
similar rights and hold similar
influences as being the consti-
tutional head of a parllamen-
tary democrac lhat
Bangladesh like the KIIE is.
to our proud privilege,
habuddin is a man of rare pe
sonality and sagacity and of in-
comparable knowledge and
wisdom which are demanded of
the constitutional head of a
democratic polity as enumer-
aled above in case of the En-
glish King

The election of Jus-
tice Shahabuddin on the initia-
tive of the Leader of the House
has bestowed unique achieve-
ment on her government on
many counts and the leader of
the opposition acquiescing to it
has gained her immense credit.
A man of acclaimed adminis-
trative acumen, in his earliest
career as a distinguished civil
official, he rose to the l
office of the judiciary o
country in which cnﬂl cit
pronounced the epoc uijng
verdict by setting aside the con-
stitutional amendment du
the rule of President Ershad
The head of li}c first tml?khti

rnment B.nﬂfdﬂ .
as to his credit the unique
achievement of holding the
first ever free, neutral and im-
par'}:'al parliamentary election
in the country. mﬂ)l this

laurel he nt;{ n]?ﬂ? dﬁ
more feather to h:: cap hul IH
unprecedented example that
enthused the nation to evolve
for itself a permanent mecha-
nism for neutral and impartial
parliamentary elections in-
CcO a in the constitution
the provision of caretaker gov-
:ru:nmt P8 % e daee

|
“A" man ﬂm "stigmatised
wlﬂ'n an iota of partisanship. el-
evated far above the t]r per-
sonal motives of self-interest,
given to dispassionate studies
of men and manners. devoted to
making disinterested jud I’:—
ment and pronouncing t
voice of reason throughout HIF
it is quite possible for President
Justice Shahabuddin to act as .
symbol of national unity and
stability. It is he who can act as

Sha

tential
Tonkin,

muscle for destroying
antagonists, in Gulfl o
in Beirut, in Kuwait and now in
Dhahran. There is a third man

expecting to gain from these
Churchillean bluffs of Ameri-
can . the Catholic Pope

He visualises a Christian hrat;
land and the American Israelis
are his Cross comrades.

Mohd. Ehyis
120. Lok Vihar Bodells

Vikaspuri, Newe Delhi-110018
India ,

Save public roads
Sir. Dhaka is perhaps the
only metropolitan city in the
world having miles-long of
upcn-al;ngar es for buses,
trucks rickshaws on the
ublic roads. With problems
ike traffic jams and rehabili-
tation of hawkers and vendors
remaining unsolved for indefi-
nite period it appears that the
day is not far the of
Dhaka would be required to
travel from one place to another
only on foot and the use of
public vehicles would serve no

any more.

ere is total anarchy and
no law and order on the public
roads. We wonder why our gov-
ernment spends crore of taka
on construction, r r, recar-
and maintenance of pub-
roads when it fails to hon-
our, protect and ensure freedom
of movement of the ple of
Dhaka as per Article of the
Constitution of the People's Re-

public of h?
We .WE that Dhaka
Citg Corporation is not rightl

efficiently performing its
duties and res bilities. We
also feel that Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Police has been rendering
its services to a handful of pub-
lic leaders, ministers bu-
reaucrats and not the members
of the pubilic.

5 It is ?;tt:r late %mnm
e would request the &
Cnmnu:;lgntr ufcnhmcwti]:
Mayor haka Ci
tion and the Dhakutyﬂcm
tan Police Cumminimer to
seek immediate aid and
assi from our Prime Min-
ister, Home Minister and Min-
ister for Local Government and

Rural Develo t to halp

eliminate

lems of t m.lmon

Dhaka etropolitan C:Itj'

which is going to be a megac

in the““ nmt and to

save e
‘ MPI

told lulu'lnp.

O H Kabir
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a mediator between

polzltlcal pnrth on is-
and forge consensus om

tht,m To this end he has

marched forward in the right

direction by offering Fateha a

the mazar of the bundhu
first and then at that of Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman on the same
day. He has called upon the
litical parties to sink their -
ferences and work unitedly on
the basis of consensus in major
national issues.

A man of his stature adorn-
ing Pres of the country,
he cannot but be concerned over
issues that involves the interest
of the nation. This concern of
his found expression when the
other day he the solu-
unn of the intractable problem

clm s violence that has

the campus putting the
educaunnal arena al jeopardy
and the entire nation at that. In
putting forward the suggestion
of a temporary moratorium on
so-called student politics which
has mostly degenerated into
terrorism and violence at the
manipulation of interested
quarters, the President has ex-
ercised his three rights of ad-
vice, warning and encourage-
ment simultaneously. His pro-
found anxiety over campus ter-
rorism s a warming as (o the
alarming dimension of the
oblem which broeoks no delay
or its solution.

He advises as to
the modus operandi of the solu-
tion that a broad-based consen-
sus nmunﬁ the major political

ssociate themselves

rom their respective student
wtngl should be arrived at. He
encourages political leaders of
the country to brin ntn %llj"
their collective wi
a solution to the lﬂn thlt
has been eating
tals of the ILIHIJI'I in lhll’ the
budding geniuses of the country

l.':ut in 1h¢ pri
their life in the very lap of their
alma mater where thcy are sent
o equip themselves with tools
of decent life in stead of being
armed with weapons of grisl
death as they are done to snatc
away the lives of their com-
rades-in-knowledge. This is
why in stead of misint
the s which is to
be so se of past hlpmlvtm? in
tﬁll regud hut thc t::cepﬂnn
this,

rpore emhclll.hnmul than d!r-
scriptien, our leaders may de-
cide the issue on the ﬂnur of
Parliament — the proper forum
lor mooting national issues —
Lo arrive at an agreeable deci-
sion in the best interest of the
nation.

writer is Inspector of
University of

Falleges (Offg).
Dhhake.

Let Battle Commence

Neville Stack writes from London

Rrﬂmuum:hr:;‘mry, Mﬁmnmmymmmm
base. Social policies parties are focused on creating, or re-creating, One
Nation. But the wounds of anxiety, iﬂ:ﬂcuﬁty,negatquuﬂy,

family breakdown and

and debilitating

anm:ﬂm!behmledbym

S in all the best battles.

the shots in

Britain's election cam-
paign were fired with precise
aim and intent. But soon
the verbal bullets were {lying
wildly in all directions.
inflicting collateral damage on
friends as well as foes.

No wonder, when the contest
is between the Untested and the
Untrusted.

Both the ng Conser-
vatives and the wannabes of
Labour are, in effect. coalitions
of disparate and sometimes
conflicting schisms To keep
the peace. prime minister John
Major is ng a balanc-
ing act of his late father,
the celebrated American serio-
comic tightrope walker

With tactical skill and a con-
fusing mix of boldness and
timidity, Mr major is holding
his party together, albeit at the
price of conceding some of hjs
nicer instincts. But with a
jority down to  three and
falling. he is preparing to fight
for his political life.

He and opposition leader
Tony Blair used to be quite
Iriendly. but the affable Blair
ﬁrin is becoming more tigerish

y the day. while Mr major's
appears a trifle wan

In order to pacify his right-
wingers, Mr Ha{nr fired a
broadside against the European
Union and some of its institu-
tions, to the dismay of those in
his own cabinet as well as the
back benches who see enthusi-
asm for Europe as the only

ractical hope for the future
fowever, regardless of what the
other member-states may do.
the European trumpets remain
unblown on this side of the
Channel

Seeing all this as merely
crude populism, Mr Blair and
those of his cohorts who can
understand what he is getting
at, redouble their efforts to con-
vince the votes that “stake-
holding,” a form of neo-cor
ratism that has been around for
decades, is the way to reunite
and, more importantly, re-en-
thuse the nation. All this, and
Europe too.

as for Mr Blair, his laser-
like concentration on winning

the 1997 general election,
which is increasingly likely to
be in autumn, is distr

his own dissenters and dissi-
dents who lurk beyond the
beam awaiting their moment.
The Manichean mirror-i

of the Tory Right, they also op-

u[ﬂpt ut thau! it is
ggo! m.rﬂ" But'the’
polls shﬂw that is a non-

18sue as lar as I'.ht British public
is concerned: they are bored
with all the platitudes and have
almost as many misgivi
about foreign politicians as
they have about their own.

e inexperience of office is

a weakness for the Blair gov-

of his front bench he was sti
at school when Mrs Thatcher

Icrnmcnt -in-waiting (like man

swep! in 16 years agol. and the
governing party is profoundly

distrusted according to the
polls
Much of the present huffing

and puffing is merely skirmish
ing in No Man's Land. basically
Me too attempts to hold the
centre ground

The roming big issue for
both sides is the structural
c hange which Mr Blair is de
termined to impose on the
British system And to which
Mr Major is Iimplacably op
[ e

I{ (when?) Labour get in
ront and-branch reforms will

lollow in swift succession. A
bill of rights. freedom of infor
mation legislation, returning of
the powers of the government
appointed guangos [quasi-
non Envrrnmenm! organisa-
tions| to elected local bodies

un-bundling the United King-
dom by giving Scotland and
Wales their own tax-raising
rarllamrnt!_ diseniranchising
iereditary legislators in the
house of Jords. the revising
chamber

And, a prospect the Torles
view with dismay, a referendum
on proportional representa-
tion, cementing a centre-left al
liance with the Liberal
Democrats. For that could
mean the end of the confronta-
tional politics which has al-
ways given the governance of
Britain the long-term stability
of a seesaw.

In a first-past-the-post elec-
toral system where, due to tiny
swings in marginal seats, the
government elected is usually
inflicted upon the majority who
did not vote for it; Mrs Thatcher
had only 47 per cent of the total
vole, yet she ruled the country
as il her mandate was absolute
and Mr Major manages with an
even smaller percentage.

The elections in Ma
pected to be a melt-

tnwn ha.ll Tm

right tﬂ
catch thc public w

cism with all politicians, thcy
will see this referendum as a
move to escaping from the
straitjacket and moving to a
consensual system. We are con-

are ex-
own for

®

ISHUoUD3] My L

for
a member of the

fident
change.”

they will wote

Labour hierarchy told me "We
think 1t could keep the Tories
out jor a generation

‘This is an election pledge
and the party will split if we
dori t keep our word. Anyway,
The Lib chs won { cnrry: n?n
hoard without it

And. of course, the grim is-
sue of sconomics overshadows
all. =ven at this early stage

Both leaders are attracted by
the Asia-Pacific model, but they
also realise that the separate
secrets of success, which are
sometimes contradictory. can-
not be grafted holus-bolus on to
a country that has taken a
thousand years to evolve its
OwWTL. unigue. style

Much of what the leadership
of both parties has learned in
Asia — particularly in much-
admired Ejinga]];mrf — will figure
largely in both election mani-
festos. Strategies for education,
social security, longterm in-
vesiment, and a paternalistic
concern for family values are
being drafted in both camps as |
wTite

Britain is continuing its re-
covery, but from a ully Lmlr
industrial and moral base, So
cial policies of both parties are
fncuatd on creating, or re-creat-

. One Nation. But the wounds
0 anxiﬂ}r. insecurity, negative
equity, family breakdown and
degrading and debilitating un-
employment will not be healed
by slogans.

Yet Britain is still a haven
for liberal principles, un-cor-
rupt government, and economic
liberalism. "Otherwise, why do
s0 many foreign investors beat
a path to our shores?” com-
mented a To grandee, "We
have many blessings and we
should be counting them more

loudly.

e have to remember that
Bntﬂnhlditlmm-
cle a hundred years ago, when
we were inven machines
and tec that influenced
the world. we are still do-
ing it.

"We need to turn the tide, but

not pull the plug.”

To Make Dhaka Roads Worthy of

Smooth Communication
Showkat Hossain

The traffic system and the
roads of Bangladesh with their
present status cannot be com-

ared with any of the Third

orld countries. While the
other countries, specially of
Southeast Asia having identi-
cal socio-economic problems,
are improving their condition,
we in our country are watching
deteriorating situation, We
must not forget that only erec-
tion of tall buildings in the
cities will ever crown us with
the status of a planned city.
Unless we can im our city
communications by making the
roads worthy of easy movement
and the traffic systern more ef-
fective and law abiding, the city
of Dhaka can never attain the
status of a real city in truest
sense of the term.

Lot of writings have been
published and we know numer-
Ous s on the issue. But
the first and foremost thing
which needs to be assured is
strict implementation and ob-
servance of traffic rules. I am
sure everybody will agree with
me that we can never t our
illiterate mass depending on
rickshaw and auto-rickshaw
driving to be law abiding citi-
zen. On the con . they have

the feeling of viola law
to get anygadvantage :‘:Igmm
democracy means freedom to

manoeuvre anythi ere
and in any dtrectl}gn is is
due to their i ce and lack

of education. So, from them
spontaneous respect to traffic
rules can never be expected. But
the question remains, how to
make them abiding? Here we
can take the example of neigh
bouring countries where
llhn::ntl t'ulr_ vidlations tht
machine or implementation
of the llnri are so and ef-
fective that one can never dare
to violate laws and rules.
First we have to ensure that
the 1l'.lfl]:.tll:rm:l"ttinfﬂd ni':l‘:tlrmrjr
much more dedica
tive. In order to do that trn!ﬂc

ts and police are to be
rrmm?edmvm'y and

E put mmtﬂ e

countable to the au
ity concerned. Cases of
of duties and corru
the implementation ma-
roads should be

dealt in such a manner that
such offences are not repeated. |
[eel, if the traffic police and
sergeants sincerely desire lu
introduce a healthy traffic s
temns on the roads, they can ]t
by their dedicated service and
brushing aside from their mind
the issue of personal or collec-
tive gains. Because, what is seen
on the roads as one passes
through Dhaka Cantt? Auto-
rickshaw drivers or rickshaw-
pullers have the tendency of vi-
olating traffic rules. But the
same people are so much law
abiding and gentle while plying
inside the Cantt roads that they
never dared cross the yellow
line on the middle, overtake
each other unnecessarily and
never dared cross the border
line in front of a traffic signal.

Let me now turn to the crux
of the traffic problem in Dhaka.
The entire road communication
of Dhaka city is seriously ham-
pered due to frequent traffic
jams. The reason of the traffic
am can be identified as fol-
OWS:

Over-populated metropolis
has a tremendous effect on the
traffic. In absence of free foot-
paths in many roads, the
pedestrians usually move ac-
cording to their will to walk or
cross any road. Where there are
footpaths, they also follow the
same tice as they are igno-
rant about the system to use the
city roads. They are even reluc-
tant to cross roads on zebra
crossing and find it easier to
cross roads from any direction
anywhere. Authorities are seen
erecting barricades on the di-
viders in many roads to stop
this practice. But this exercise
may go futile if sufficient num-
ber of overbridges or under-
passes are not constructed for
the trians. And these will
have to be free from hawkers
and 8. We have to bear in
mind that we are making all
plans for an uneducated teem-
ing millions.

We have about ten different
LK pes of vehicles plying all

rough the da_-,r and night and
on all the cit ese ve-
hicles are ufaiﬂﬂ‘etﬂ speeds. A
road having movement of ve-
hicles having such different
speeds are bound to create traf-

lic hazards all the time. This
f[actor should be taken into
consideration with great im-
portance. Movement of trucks
can be restricted during day
time from 6 am to 6 pm and ply-
ing of rickshaw may be re-
stricted on all important and

busy roads.

Whatever police force we
have to deal '% the situation
are not sufficient enough.
Moreover, the traffic police and
sergeants are also not ade-
quately trained and educated to
perform their duties effectively.
Apart from that they induilge in
mrruptjon while on duty, mak-
implementation of laws and
ineffective. All the drivers
nf buses, trucks, minibuses,
auto-rickshaws, rickshaws,
push carts and those of cars not
driven by the owners are uned-
ucated. do not even have
the basic knowledge of traffic
rules and regulations like how
to park a vehicle, where to
how to overtake and how to
abide by the traffic signals.
Movements of vehicles releas-

ing smoke on the roads are a
common phenomenon for

which the BRTA can be held re-

sponsible for issuing fitness
certificates for these vehicles.
These vehicles are never
checked or intercepted by the
traffic sergeants or police. On
the contrary, for minor prob-
lems, genuine owners
are harassed. Because they do
not pay any regular toll to the
traffic police and sergeants.

Nnbudy knows the number of
these unregistered auto-rick-
shaws and rickshaws. There
may be millions. But the ques-

tion remains: how these unreg-

istered vehicles can ply on the
roads? Don't we have any au-
thority to take care of this prob-
lem?

We have a common scene in
the city where we find construc-
tion materials are piled up and
kept on the roadside creating
problem for smooth tral"ﬁr
movement. Cutting and repai l I:
ing of roads by lﬁencltu ike

city co ration,
WKSA. tas Gas eic., mtl:me
throughout the

year dur'ln
peak rs. The problems i
causes for movement of vehi-

cles including severe traffic
jams are well-known to the city
dwellers. Sometimes these re-
sult in fatal road accidents.
There is hardly any planned
parking areas for wehicles
which results in the parking of
:'l;lﬁl:#. auto-rickshaws, ﬂ::i
aws and tempo anywhere
at any point they like. All these
problems are due to the absence
of a well designed city planning.

There is any city in
Southeast Asia which can af-
ford to maintain the hazardous
vehicle — "rickshaw” — for cen-
turies together. Many
of India, Pakistan. China,
Thailand have ﬁlhth'lwn rir.'k

uhawu and l:&llmd

thqr hid to make m
plans and programmes this.
But the fact remains, they re-

ally felt it necessary to with-
draw this slow-moving and

risky vehicle because of in-
creasing demand of faster ve-
hicles to save time, traffic jam
and life. If we look at Calcutta,
we find they have al a
different type of rickshaw,
pulled by man involving more
risks. But these rickshaws are
never allowed to ply on the
main roads. Their movement is
confined only within the lanes
and bye lanes. We also had the
meter in auto-rickshaws before
1971. Unfortunately, after be-
ing independent some wvested
quarters removed this meter
system and it was never seen.

Nobody knows whether me-

ter system will be

in the coming days or not. If so,

who is going to that coura-

mm to make this re-
o at is needed now is to

draw up a plan to rick-

shaw in phlnu with adequate

number of buses connecting
each and every part of the new
Dhaka nn.d pu
uonal auto-rickshaws with me-
ters. All the rickshaw-pullers
having valid licence may be
tr and allotted the auto-
rickshaws.




