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US President William Jel-
ferson Clinton has congraty-
lated Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed on his assumption of of-
inf g fUIr he

a message of greetings. the
US President his sin-
cere desire to continue streng-
thening the ties of friendship
and trust between the two
nations into the next century.

“You have my very best wishes
as you embark upon your new

. lities.” President Bill
Clinton said to Justice Shahab-
uddin, who was sworn In as
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Easy sail for Japan over India
in Security Council election

UNITED NATIONS. Oct 21]:
Japan today obtained a non-
permanent UN Security Council
seat, beating off strong competi-
tion from India by winning an
overwhelming vote of confi-
dence by the international

community, report AFFP, Reuter.:

The UN General Assembly
voted in a secret ballot among
seven countries for five rotating
Council seats which are to be
taken up oh January 1 for a
two- term.

Kenya and Sweden were also
elected today:.

But voting to fill two other
Council Seats was inconclusive
and further balloting was
needed. Costa Rica appeared
certain to obtain one of them.

Japan, which had expected

to take its fight with India for
ann Asian seat into a second
round. won outright in the first
round with a total 142 voles.
India only obtained 40 votes.

Japan is pressing for a per-
manent Security Council seat
with veto power, which could be
decided in the course of UN re-
form.

Japanese Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto, in a speech
to the General Assembly last
month, stressed that Japan
‘with the endorsement of many
countries is prepared to dis-
charge its responsibilities as a
permanent member of the Se-
curity Council.

He also noted that Japan
would uphold "its basic philos-

ophy of the non-resort to the
nse of force prohibited by its
Constitution.”

Hashimoto pledged that as a
non-permanent member. Japan
"will continue to make every ef-
fort so that it can play an active
role on the Security Council.”

The UN Security Council has
a total 10 rotating and five
permanent seats.

The outgoing rotating mem-
bers are Botswana., Germany,
Honduras, Indonesia and Italy.

Japan, whose envoy to the
United Nations Hisashi Owada
is the father of Japan's future
CIMPpress, crowrn princess
Masako, has served on the
Council as a non-permanent
member seven times in the past.

Diplomats said that India

Election for AB Bank directors

Nominations of seven
candidates cancelled

Star Reports

The nominations of seven
candidates for election to four
vacant posts of directors of
Arab-Bangladesh (AB) Bank
have been cancelled following
scrutiny by the election
commission of the bank.

ing to sources concerned.

The nominations of six of
them including three from Bex-
imco Group — Salman F Rah-
man, Igbal Ahmed and MA
Kashem — have been canceled
for not providing consent let-
ters with their nomination pa-

Another candidate's nomi-
nation was cancelled for his
holding an office of profit as
advice to the bank, the sources

said.
The election is scheduled for
October 24 at the Annual Gen-

Vice Principal of
Siddheswari
College allegedly
cominits suicide
By Staff Correspondent

"'n.'uf'-prinupai of the Sid

' dheswari Degree College M

Yunus Ali allegedly committed
r{uiclch at hl.ht - ald!;ast
ajl int y yesterday.

JS:::j Thana police said
Siddiqur man. son of Yunus
All, informed them that his {a-
ther had committed suicide by
hanging himself from a pipe in
his house at 48/1 East Hargira.

Police rushed to the house
and found Yunus hanging lron

See Page 12 col 5
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eral Meeting |[AGM) of the bank.
There are now three vacant
posts from the quota ol spon-
sors, and one from the quota of
general ublic. Eight
candidates had filed nomi-
nations for the election.

Salman F Rahman, Igbal
Ahmed and MA Kashem are
former directors of AB Bank
and they had resigned  from
their sis after Bangladesh
Bank (BB) found that they had
huge defaulting loans.

ut they had again applied
for directorship of the bank
from the quota of sponsors de-
spite their being bank loan de-
laulters, according to the
sources.

The board of the bank con-
sists of 12 members — three
Irom the public. eight from the
sponsors and one from the gov-
ernment.

Currently, the five sponsor
directors are Morshed Khan,
Azgar Karim, Mahmudur Rah-
mian. Ramzul Siraj. and Firoze

Ahmed. However, Mahmudur .

Rahman. who is also the MDD ol
Bexlmco Engineering Lid. . has
submitted his nomipation in
the public quota dileng four
Frmt! from the sponsor direc
ors open lor election, the
sources pointed out.

Beximco Truu neminated
Salman, Igbal and Kashem for
the election. banking sources
said.

But another director,
Ramzul Siraj has also nomi-
nated four contestants making
it a straight fight between the
nominees of Beximco group and
those backed by Siru
Sew e 12 Col |

President on October 9. reports |

Dﬁrnﬁtndwot:e
body on Kalpana

The duration of inquiry
conunission to investigate the
abduction of Kalpana Chakma
of Rangamati hill district has
been extended upto December 6
The probe body is requested o

submit ts report Lo Home Min-

istry with recommendation
within the stipulated time said
a PID handoul yesterday. re

ports UNB.

M annan acting
AL president

Awami League Presidium
member Abdul Mannan MP
will act as its Presideni in ab-
sence of the party Chief. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina whao
last night left for USA to attend

the General Assembly of the
United Nations. reports UNB.

BJM D advisory

AL programmes for

— -iliasad

may have been punished by
colleagues al. the United Na-
tions for attempting to block a
global nucleir test-ban treaty,
which was adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly in September.

However, Asian sources sug-
gested that Tokyo used "yen
diplomacy" to buy votes with
promises of economic coopera-
tion and threats of aid cut-offs.

They cited Japan’'s invita-
tion of .African UN representa-
tives to Tokyo in August for an
all-expeznses paid conference on
develojpment.

Thexy also alleged that Japan
promised to help pay UN dues
lor almost 10 countries unable

lo vote at the General Assembly
beczuse of their arrears.
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Additional portfolios for
SOMe Senior ministers

By Nazmul Ashraf

The ministries and divi-
sions. for which no ministers
were appointed earlier have
heen placed under some senior
('abinet members in addition to
I heir present responsibilities,
Cabinet Division sources said.

Until now. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina was holding the
charge of' five ministries and
five divisions.

The ministers concerned
will discharge their additional
responsibilities during the sec-
oticdd session of the seventh
Jatiya Sangsad. scheduled to
start ol November 1, said a no-
tilication circulated by the Cab-
inet Division on Saturday.

Besides, the state ministers

who are in charge of ministries
have been made responsible for
all parliament-related busi-
nesses of their ministries in-
cluding answering questions in
the House, it said.

There had been speculations
of a reshuffle in the Cabinet or
its expansion.

There were no ministers lor
the ministries of planning, es-
tablishment. civil aviation and
tourism, defence, environment
anc forest resources.

Besides, the ministries of
law. justice and parliamentary
affairs, social welfare. women
and children affairs. fisheries
and livestock. youth and sports,

See Page 12 Col 4

PM leaves for
New York

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, leading a high-powered
Bangladesh delegation, left
Dhaka last night for the United
States on a 10-day official visit
there, reports BSS.

She will address the United
Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) session on October 24.
She will also address three in-
vestment seminars and hold
over 20 meetings with individ-
uals and on investment
and business matters.
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Meghnaghat power plant

Tender in Jan for pvt
sector participation

By Sharier Khan

The government is likely to
float a tender for the proposed
300MW  Meghnaghat power
plant in January for private

sector participation. satd a
highly placed source in the En-
ergy Ministry.

Prior to that. the pgovern-
ment will finalise negotiations
with the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), which will par-
tially finance the 310 millior
US dollar Meghnaghat Plant
and the 9th Power Project.

A meeting with the ADB is
scheduled for November 6 to 8
in Manila where details of the
9th Power Project and Megh-
naghat Plant would be discussed
and then a credit agreeme nt
would be signed. the source

| said.

Businessman
kidnapped
In City
By Staff Correspondent
jir Karim. Son of

-

was
from the Gujshan
market under the Gulshan
thana in the city at around 2 pm

e ’ .*"‘__

| yesterday. according to police
and relatives of the business

1 | man.
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A twig

flashes the danger to oncoming traffic at the entry

of the Secretanat link Rond from Topkhana Road near
Jatiya Press Club after the semer top caved-in recently

Nov 3, Victory Day

By Staff Correspondent

An emergency mee of the
Awamil League Central orking
Committee (ALCWC) last night
chalked out detailed ro
grammes for observance of ‘jail
killing day on Nevember 3 and
formed a sub-commitiee (o
drawup elaborale programmes
to celebrate on December 16 the
Silver Jubilee of the nation's
victory in the Liberation War
neeting sources said

AL President and Frime

Minister Sheikh Hasina
. chaired the meeting hours be
lore she was due w0 leave Dhaka

committee formed

An 11-member advisor
commitiee of the Bangiacitsz
Jatiyatabadi Muktijodda Dal
(BJMD) has been formed Col
(retd) Oli Ahmed. chief adviser
of the BJMD, announced the
names of the commitiee mem-
bers yesterday. The members
included Lt Gen (retd) Mir
Shawkat Ali. BU. Parliament
Members Lt Col (retd] Akbar
Hossain, BP, Sadek Hossain M
Shahjahan Meah. M Abdul Hai
Rezaul Karim, Almagir Kabir
Mashiur Rahman. Prof Abdul-
lah. Zafar Ahmed and Rafiqul
Islam Bakul said a press re-
lease, reports UNB.

Rasul new District

Judge of Dhaka

By Staff Correspondent
and suff: m'ﬂ'rmnmswnt
has been a nted District

of ; to of-
ficial sources. The strict
Judge of Dhaka ; also the ex-
officio president the BCS ju-
dicial association. *

— i i

for the United States 1o address
the UN General Assembly ses-
sion

'he ALCWC meeting beg.n
at 9 pm at the Ganabhaban and
continued for over an hour the
sources said

During Hasina s stay in the
USA. AL presidium member
Abdul Mannan MP will act as
party president, said a party
press release

The AL sub-commitiee for

the silver jubtlee celebrations is
headed by Presidium member
Amir Hussain Amu

The progranunes for the jail
killing day’ include hotsting ol
the National Flag at hall mast
and black flag atop al Banga
bandhu Bhaban party central
office and other offices

throughout the country and

wedlig ol black badges at 6 am
on November 3 placing ol
wreaths at the portrail of
Bangabandhu at 8 am. offeris

of fateha . milad mahfil anc
monazal alt the graves of na

tional leaders and martyrs ol
the August |15 at 8:30 am

Besides, Sheikh Hasina will
chair a discussion on the day at
3 pm at the Engineers Institu
tion in the city

The ALCWC meeting also
discussed in detail fertiliser
stock position and supply It
siressed proper distribution ol
lertiliser so that peasants get it
timely

Mayor

— Star photo

Amir is also a close relative
ol Morshed Khan. the: former
Special envoy of former Prime

| Minister Beguimm Kha''eda Zia.
| according to source

Amir Karim. owher ol a
furniture shop was called out

Sec Page 12 Col 2

ADB would provide between
50 and 60 million dollars for
the Meghnaghat Plant and
Bangladesh Power Develop-
ment Board (BFDB)10 million
dollars. The remaining fund
would be arranged through eq-
uity participation by the pri-
vate sector for which interna-
tional tenders would be floated.

"We are' receiving a lot of

ueries for capital subscription
or the power project and some
of the com es concerned are
very reliable and credible.” one
source said.

Earlier, 20 private compa-
nies applied for pre-qualifica-
tion for developing a 300 MW to
450) MW gas fired combined cy-
cle power project on a 'BOOT
basis in June last.

A consultant firm for the
Meghnaghat Project . K & M En-
gineering and Consulting Cor-
I:H)ralinn of USA . had short-
isted five companies out of the
20 and sent a report to BPDB in
August.

The five companies were:

ﬂ-mm Hndia -

lernational [(UK):
Corporation [Japan) and Sithe
Energies (USA); AES Trans-
power Private Ltd (Singapore)
and Black & Veatch (USA): and
Genting Sanyen SDN BHD
(Malaysia].

The BPDB on September 16
asked the K & M Engineering
and Consultant Corporation to
add more companies to the
short list by re-evaluating the
qualification statemients of the
20 companies to make the sec-

See Page 12 (ol 3

40 new garbage trucks procured

A world-class Dhaka

city by Mar next’

Capital Dhak s will be trans
lormed into a world-class beau
tiful city by next March through
radical changes in Its physical
inlrastructural flacilities. re
ports LINH

The government plan was
announced bw Deputy Leader ol
Parliamnent and LGRD and Co
operatives Minister Zillur
Rahman at a function at Na
garbhaban (Cilty Corporation
Building) yesterday

Al the lunction the minister
handed over 40 garbage trucks
o the City Corporation and
other murnii Jp.':llulr.-: ol the
country to keep the cities and
towns clear

Dhaka Cny Corporation
Mohammad Hanif
presided over the function. also
addressed by Stlate Minister lor
LGRD and Cooperalives Syed

| Abul Hossain

The minister said high-level
commillees have been formed
to ensure jam and dusl-free
cities and to solve the problem
of walerlogging in the capital
and cities and towns of the

Durga Puja
concludes

The Durga Puja, the greatest
religious festival of the Bengali
Hindus. coneluded yesterday
with the observance of
Dashami in all the pwja man-
dops in the metropolis as eise-
where in the country. reporis
BSS.

This year the Nabami and
‘Dashami’ fell the same day yes-
terday when thousands of peo-
ple. mostly the devotees, were
lound crowding the mandops
offering 'Bihith Puja.’

Ramkrishna Mission held
the immersion of the Protima
[image) last night. Most of the
protimas ., however, will be
immersed later or today, it is
learnt.

Meanwhile, thy members of
the Hindu cofgmunity will
bring out Bijcg_r ocession in
Dhaka today from Dhakeswari
Mandir

Dhaka City Mayor Moham-
mad Hanif conveyed greeti
to the members of the Hin
community on the occasion of
the Bijoya.

e
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Devotees
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The cominitiees have started
working. he said and hoped that
it would be possible to beautify
Ihe capital with the concerted
eflorts of government. semi
government and aulonomous
SErvice organisations

Zillur Rahman said the de
mand ol utility service had in
creased manifold for the in
{1 asihig pressure ol peoplie
headiniy lowards the lowns

The pressures ol the popula
Lion increased on the towns as
Lhie previous government latled
lo remove poverty and create
jixbas 10 the rural areas. he told
the functon

‘For the negligence and
misinanagement of the previous
government the problems of
traffic-jam, garbagepiling and
wateriogging have com
pounded.” he said

Mavor Mohammad Hanif
sald the Dhaka City Corpora
hon would continue its allout
effort to build 4 beautiful city
with the coordiitated efforts of

See Page 12 Col 3
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at a mandap in the city on the concluding day of the Durga Puja yes
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Kha_leda tells expatriates iﬁ_KSA

‘Water-sharing problem

a political conspiracy

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliamen!t Beijum I‘!hﬂirch: Zia
threatened a [ough movement
in case the ruling Awami League
iries to ‘sell o it country's inde

Prn{lrnrr arpad sovereignty to
ulfill its copmmitment to ‘its

mentors, re ports LINB

She salcf to protect national
interest. bger party would be
conpelled to launch such agita
fron programines as couid lorce
Ihe gover nment Lo step down

Begu m Za sounded the note
ol warn ing while speaking at a
receptioon accorded to her by the
expatriate Bangladeshis in

Saudi capital Rivadh on Sun
flay ¢vening according to a
mess.age recetved in the city yes
terd ay

‘she said the BNP never had
shoown lust for power Its
nMeatlo 18 10 serve the country
at wl its people it cid not take
Any programme that could be
Farmiul to the country consid
cring the suffering of the peo
pie

The BNP chairperson alleged
the Awamj League was now
busy fulfilling its pre-election

pledges to its  masters, lorge!
timg about the commitinents
given to countrymer.

This is why the ruling party
15 showing much interest aboul
giving India transit facilities
and importing eleciricity from
that country,” she said. "We'll
not allow any country tose our
lerritorial land or water or sky
for military purpose.” the op-
position leader told the gather-
ing

Referring to the Ganpges wa
ter-sharing problem. she said:
1t is a political conspiracy to
victimise the lower-riparian
shareholders like Bangladesh.
She reiterated the demand for
the legitimate share ol Ganges
waler

Mentioning the teachings ol
Islam: "Patriotism 1s the com
I)unenl of Imaan. she said Is
am teaches us lo love mother
land. So everybody should try
to protect its integrity and in

ndence at any cost,

Begum Zia accused the gov
ernment of giving moreé impor
tance to “bilateral diplomacy

See Page 12 Col 8
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Razzak tells OCAB members
Water 1ssue may be

resolved at summit

The crucial issue of sharing
the Ganges waler is expected to
be resolved at a summit between
the Prime Ministers of India
and Bangladesh before the next

. dry season beginning January,

the Water Resources Minister
yesterday, reports UNB.

“It needs political will and
political decision to find out a
solution of this outstanding
problem.” Abdur Razzak told a
Erﬂm conference of the Dhaka

ased overseas correspondents
at the National Press Club in
the afternoon.

Razzak is leavi for New
Delhi on October 28 for a 3-day
visit to discuss the Ganges with
his Indian counterpart.

"We need a permanent solu
tion of this problem to ensure
water lor our Irrigation and

fisheries for removing salinity
and maintaining ecological
balance ' the minister said.

Referring to Indian External
Affairs Minister 1K Gujral's
September visit to Dhaka and
his remarks for a political will
to resolve the problém. Razzak
said it now appears that both
the sides f[eel that the issue
should be resolved at the sum
mit between the two prime min
isters.

Pointing to the ministerial
and expert level meetings be
iween the two counltries. he
said. “We are just preparing the

nd to reach an agreement
fore the next dry season .’

Replying to a question Raz
zak did not spell out the exact
requirement of water for

See Page 12 Col |
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PM sick: Cabinet

meet not held
By Staff Correspondent

The weekly Cabinet meetin
which was scheduled to be hel
vesterday did not take place be-
ciause Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was indisposed, Cabinet
sources said.

According to a minister, the

| Prime Minister has been suffer-

ing [rom viral fever.

JN University
student gunned
down in city

A student of Jagannath Ui
versity was gunned down in the
city early vesterday. police and
hospital sources said. reports
LINB.

[1e was identilied as Zahidur
Rahman Jewel, 22, son of one
Bazlur Rahman.

Police said three youths in a
microbus brought him to a
clinic at Siddeswari Circular
Road at about 5 am.

But the attending doctors of
Litsarga Nursing Home declared
him dead. The three youths fled
the scene with the microbus
when Jewel was declared dead.

The «doctors informed
Ramna police and they sent the
body to the Dhaka Medical Col- .
See Page 12 Col 8

old smuggling case

Showcause on

owners, captain
of QC Teal

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 21: The
('ustoms authorilies today
served showceause notices on the
owners and the captain of the
vessel QC Teal in connection
with a gold smuggling case.
I'hev have been asked to explain
within 15 days why the ship
would not be seized for carrving
sinuggled gold

The ship. owned by BNP. MP.
Salauddin Quader Chowdhur
and Dbusinessman Salman ]g
oaliman, is now being detained
at the Chittagong Port follow-
ing recovery of 3200 tlolas of
smuggled gold trom it recently.

Meanwhile, port police said,

investigation was on and none

else wias arrested 1in connection
with the gold smuggling case
Earlier. 8 persons were ar-
rested and sent to jail after in-
Lerrogation by police.

12 hurt as bus,
tempo drivers
clash 1n city
By Staft Correspondent

Al least a dozen people. in-
ehadhng a Dhaka Universily
student, were mjured and sev-
vriu] vehicles damaged in a
clash belween tempo and bus
drivers at Fulbaria in the city
vesterday., according to police
and witnesses

The clash started at around
1045 am when the bus drivers
ol the Dhaka:Gazipur route re-
portedly caplured the tempo
stainl at Fulbana

Duripg the clash that lasted
nearl 'g:-‘lll an hour. at least 12
persaps were injured and sev-
erah@ehicles damaged in Gulis-
ﬂ': Azzmpur. Palashi and

tali areas, witnesses said.
ice rushed to the spot and
v Poape 1200l 7

Body tfound on
DU campus

By Staft Correspondent

Police recovered the body of
an unidentified voung man
from the premises of the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts in Dhaka Uni-
versity vesterday immorning

According to Rammna police,
the body was lyving behind the
Ceramit Bhaban ol the insti-
fule

he victim's hands, legs and
mouth were tied with black
cloths Hesides deep injuries in
his throat, there were five stab
wounds in the body

The identity ol the victim,
avedd about 25 was not known

The body was sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal morgue lor autopsy,

An unnatural death case
wans filed with Ramna Thana.
None was arrested yvesterday.



