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Dead Weight
A worse case of the proverbial Augean stable
than the reported Taka 400 crore debt of the
different government and autonomous bodies to
the Bangladesh Telegraph and Telephone Board
(BTTB) since 1971 will not be easily found. The
huge burden of arrear the lone government agency
of its kind is reeling under, was disclosed recently
by the BTTB Chairman in a meeting with the
representatives of the defaulters. The report also
contained that the initiative to make light of this
massive weight of backlogged bills has resulted in
60 odd cases and only Taka 42 lakh has been
recovered. In Chittagong alone, outstanding bills

to the tune of Taka 78 crore are lying with different
organisations.

It looks like the legal measures that BTTB and
other backlog-blighted government bodies have
either adopted or considering to adopt are not
making much headway in the realisation or
recovery of the unpaid charges. The figures
divulged by the BTTB chief is an eye-opener to an
aspect of our economic reality which needs to be
taken on more effectively and seriously.

Default culture as a major stymying source of
economic growth has come to be publicised for
quite some time now. Repeated warnings have been
issued from the executive acme and some actions
are underway to blacklist the defaulters but not
enough has been thought of or done to recover the
money. The same concern which looms large in the
case of money laundering institutions appears to
have relevance in the government agencies
providing utility services, too. For decades, the
state has come to be robbed of huge amount of
revenue and the latest revelation from the BTTB
comes as the umpteenth confirmation of the
observation. Corruption among not a few officials
and employees of the BTTB and other similar
institutions seems to be the most dynamic catalyst
of this debt culture. Whoever is responsible some
methodology has to be derived to recover the huge
amount of revenue lying in waste now.

Last Nail in HSC Debacle

The results of the Rajshahi Board HSC exams
have perfectly fitted into the pattern set by the
other four boards. In fact, Rajshahi has proven
stingier than all but Jessore. Meanwhile analyses
have been coming out in the press of the
phenomenally poor showing. Most of the reasons
found have hit the mark. This academic debacle
has not come to harm any who go to colleges where
the teaching is good. The victims have all been
students in the rural areas and of colleges of
indifferent academic performance. English has
been the nemesis of most failed students, thanks
again to teaching. That the suggestion
did not work this time, is again a gift of the
teachers who had made all students dependent on
suggestions. All the findings lead to the conclusion
that bad teaching is the culprit and the examinees
the victim.

Apart from who can easily be set aside as bad
teachers, incompetent and uncaring of their
obligations, there are eompelling reasons
contributing to bad teaching. One is crowding. It is
a very common experience for both students and
teachers that more than a hundred pupils cram
into a lecture room to hear a teacher whose voice
doesn't reach past the fourth or fifth row.

The newspapers have pointed out that this year
- there will be many seats going vacant even in the
universities, owing to the miserably poor HSC
turn-out. This observation, undoubtedly supported
by indisputable figures, however, leaves a very
important question wide open. What is the
determining factor of the number of seats in a
college? What is a seat? It is not really an
arrangement for mere sitting. It should signify a
provision for students to sufficiently relate to a
teacher. Or simply, a seat is derived from the
teacher-student ratio.

What is the acceptable teacher-student ratio in
‘our colleges and universities? Have the
advertised seats of the various institutions been
ever checked against a nationally arrived at
teacher-student norm. The basis of seat is missing.

This is a crying problem at the HSC level
although not so much at the higher ones. Crowding
should be cut down at intermediate colleges to give
the students a fairer deal their money's value to

put it bluntly.

A Happy Bijoya

The Puja celebrates the triumph of light over
darkness, of good over evil, of life over death. The
gods vanquish the demons and the instrument of
that victory is a female deity — Durga or the mis-
tress of a fortress. Durga, or simply Devi elsewhere
in the subcontinent, still holds all her weapons
and rides her lion and the demons, in the act of be-
ing slain, prostrate at her feet only as demons can.
Fearsomely. But this martial tableau is not what
the peoples of the eastern subcontinent hold in the
heart of Devi Durga. First, she is not so much the
roaring warrior as she is a paragon beauty, to the
utmost capacity of the sculptor. And then she is a
daughter come home for a very short naiyor from
her husband's household on Mound Kailasa. And
she is at once a mother and daughter to all. Not an
iota of the warrior is left in the imagining of this

most beloved deity.

This metamorphosis signifies a definite shift of
the Puja from a religious ritual to a regularly secu-
| lar festival. The festival aspect has grown with
time to attempt to involve the whole of a multi-re-
| ligion society. From religious rigidities the Puja

has travelled to an all-embracing liberalness of

culture.

Originating in a legend, the Puja has come to be a
throbbing living thing. On the day of the conclu-
sion of the Puja festivities we wish our readers and

patrons a Happy Bijoya.
———
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Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed as Presiden

HE recent opinion
m th!n{ first ht.uﬂ:)!ﬂ
ys the AL govern-
blished by
Watch, throws up certain
interesting findings in the
context of Bangladesh political
architecture. Positive reaction
of 4] per cent of those in-
terviewed for the ormance
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in contrast with only 20
per cent to the rule of Be-
gum Zia of BNP is re-
assuring. In the overall consid-
eration of the governance, the
opinion poll could help the gov-
ernment In moving forward
with greater vibrancy and dy-
namism. Conventional nion
Sampling or Sondage in the US

and Eur is con-
fined tﬂﬂlﬂy Dlr:d 1200
respecti might as well
wonder if the number of sub-
jects interviewed by DW 10,000-
plus, reported in this case —
seems to be more than the con-
ventional gallop polls would
permit
in any future such venture,

however, DW ml'ght as well add
the questions ol division of as-
scis with Pakistan as well as
the return of the Pakistanis
still camped in Bangladesh.
This would perhaps off
the sponsor's questions on
Transit issue and possible im-
port of power from India. The
same poll also shows that 70

‘r cent citizens consider

angabandhu as Father of the
Nation and 77 per cent people
would like the perpetrators of
August 15, lﬁ?g);nd November
3. 1975 to be brought to book
Majority of those interviewed
think that AL government. has
not politicised the administra-
tion. Fifty-two per cent people
opined that government law-
makers are performi satis-
factorily in the Parliament
whereas 60 per cent expressed
dissatisfaction over the per-
formance of the BNP law-mak-
ers

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed

took the oath of office as presi-

ment,

(ood News for Democracy

m
Hm,hhmtnMMMMhnmdMMﬂM He seems
in the role-model of virtue as adumbrated the French philosopher Montesquieu. s

dent on October 9. This is his
second stint — the first one be-
uH caretaker president in
1 91

His ass of the high-
est office of the state is impor-
tant for more than one reason
First, he is not a party si-
dent; m,muamgfmun-
questionable honesty and in-
tegrity. He seems to fit in the
role-model of virtue as adum-
brated the French philosopher

Montesquieu.

A motivated writ not with-
standing. the Su Court in
its landmark ju ent re-
cently made it a utely clear

that his election was both legal
and constitutional. As acting
president we understand from
the administrative grape vine,
he opposed Begum s move to
a);:Pomt a retired Brigadier as
DG Anti-Corruption. He report-
edly wrote a long note arguin

why the person concerne

shouldn't be made head of such
a sensitlve organisation. The
former PM. within hours of her
assuming charge. appointed the
very same person to the post

) Poua:l the act President.
Trn s was Lhe Ilmuﬂﬂltsi of his

unexceptionable moral stand-
ing. Within days of his second
tenure; President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has approved the Rules
of Business, so vital in usheri

the government onto the path o
re-establishing true parliamen
taH system of government
Walter Begehol. perhaps better
than anyone else expounded
the spirit ol the parliamentary
form of government. While the
Cabinet bears collective re-
lﬁ»onnlhiluy_ the members of
the cabinet are all equal The
prime minister as the chief ex-
ecullve. is the Primus Enter-

prise (first equals). Ac-
countability and transparency
emerge as the mascot of the
system.

It is in the above context that
President Biswas went against
the spirit of the parliamentary
form of government by not
;grung and the Rules

Business handed to him by
the former Cabinet Secretary
His inability to s has noth-
ing to do with his having been a
member of the 'peace commit-
tee on nomination by the BNP.
Omne had expected that he would
have risen above his party: he
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ENCHIRIDION

Wahiur Rabhman

was the President of the Repub-
lie. Unfortunately by tampering
with the speech given to him by
the government for addressing
the inaugural session of the
FParliament. he again took a
position against this spirit. It
was very unfortunate that a
columnist of The Daily Star on
October 17 tried to divert the
attention ol the conscientious
readers by suggesting that the
head of the government did not
show the President courtesy by
not paying him a visit to tTtll‘
out the differences regarding
the inaugural address of the
current Parllament. It was rid

herring at worst and a bizarre
suggestion at best. Contrary to
what the columnist implied. in
no country of the world. includ

ing the United Kingdom, the

head of state would i
hhfhcrlddrmmmmm

mu'nm:mt. As a matter of fact,
government has shown

more and considera-
tion to the lormer President
than the

the father of the nation, couild
not ask for any further consid-

eration. This is the —
the ple of the %‘u‘;
of t War of Liberation. The
Parliament represents a people

m-

which became a sover
tiom in 1971 after a War

of Liberation. Three million
freedom fighters sacrificed
their lives at the call of -
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man to liberate their country.
There was no room for -
tion to make a deal. The
minister established the pri-
mary of the head of state a la
protocolalre by briefing him
twice on her visits to Saudi
Arabia and then to China Her
predecessor never. considered it
necessary

It is alright for the facile
lfmlullltn to not only forget
history. but distort history, to
sult expede on short-term
interest. Who t remember
the act of rehabilitation of the
collabdralors in Bangladesh? [t
was president Zia who not only
inserted the Indemnity Bill in

the sacred body of the constitu-

tion of Bangladesh, in-
the 1!::1;1ru:lm':rthmﬁl:.r of

dhu: he allowed

Gheolam Azam to come to

Bangladesh on a Pakistani
E-pcrl.lndlﬂumduﬂu'ntn
rehabilitated in the body

politic of the country. These in-
and others

many whose anti-
Bangladesh activities the na-
tion can not forget. Banga-
bandhu never gave amnesty to
mthzmmmnm specific
C of
. like murders, rapes
bunthgundloutmg

N—:hﬂm in
thing that m;‘ig in tge
name of Be nationhood.
That is how they murdered the
intellectuals in the very last
of our War of Liberation in
a fit of desperation.
This is our i his-
tory — history of the sh of
a nation. Don't we remem

that the hero of the World War-]

and the collaboration of the

victory government Marshall
Petain

life In life sentence? To even
suggest by implication to blame
Bangabandhu for the rehabili-
tation of the collaborators in
Bangladesh is invidious and
offensive

The same column's underly-
ing intent regarding the dis-

missal of general Nasim is less

than correct. My column of

June 4 e demonstrates
that in the charade of
Presidential from May
18-20. there a tale, and

llglhl 80. The Daily Star
E o!l-hy 22 rebuts any sug-
gestion that the President’'s ac-

in the I:I‘_ld -
setting Al-Badr
gllﬁng the

spent the last of his

Freedom Fighters?
in the events of 1 H
15 officers had to Freedom

. "SALUS
POPULI SUPREMA EST LEX —
the welfare of the is the
ultimate law.” But as u-
tional Head only. |

HE end of the

session of Parliament is

certainly a landmark
tor the United Front govern-
ment as it has given it a fresh
lease of life. A government
composed of totally diverse
elements and mﬂspnrted by a
party which it had fought in the
general elections, could not
possibly be in a comfortable
position. In the protracted bud-
get session where issues of na-
tional concern normally comes
up, while it is widely known
that on quite a number of such
issues the components of the
United Front themselves have
serious differences.

The fact that se-
rious differences within the
United Front, its government
has been able to survive is a
measure of the prevailing de-
termination among all these
parties and also the Congress,
to keep the BJP out of power. It
is this single thread — the anti-
communal stand — that has
enabled the _[%rtscnl government
to survive, ere are very seri-
ous differences between the Fi-
nance Minister and the Left
parties as also the Left-Centre
elements within the Janata
Dal. but despite such differ-
ences they have chosen to stay
together lest the BJP might slip
back to power in the event of
their falling apart. There have
been occasional tensions
within this anti-BJP coalition,

"United” They Stand Despite Differences!

the Paswans, and Deve Gowda looks after his own following from Karnataka.

Nikhil Chakravartty writes from New Delhi

(hwofthemnspicmwmh:moftheplmntunitedfmnt;ﬂutmum:—mpanyﬂmthem
loyalties have emerged stronger. If Mulayam Singh looks after the Yadavs, Ram Vilas looks after

but they could not spill into a
crisis mainly because of the
feeling that the public in gen-
eral would not like the United
Front to be thrown out of power.

However, this feeling ma
not be enduring and one wou
not be s sed if some or any
of the United Front partners
chose to break away and join
hands with the . Alterna-
tjv:IJv. the Congress might get
tired of supporting the United
Front and there might break
out some serious differences be-
tween the Congress and some
parties of the United Front,
which may end up by the
Congress withdrawing its sup-
port to the Deve Gowda govern-
ment. It 1s true that Prime Min-
ister Deve Gowda himself had
been going out of his way to
curry favour of then Congress

resident Narasimha ao.
me of the United Front mem-
bers had even raised objections
against the Prime Ministers
close entente with the Congress
president.

Deve Gowda's individualist
functioning has contributed to
misunderstanding within the

United Front His widely publi

cised meeting with Bal ack

eray came as a shock for most
af the United Front, and his
stibsequent explanation that he
had gone to condole the demise
of his (Bal Thackeray's] wife
and son, hardly cut any ice. The
whole episode was so bizarre
that it seemed the Prime Minis-
ter was literall

ride, thanks ly to his man
Friday Minister Ibrahim who
had arr it. Other issues of

difference within the United
Front have cropped up. For in-
stance, the Prime Minister's
announcement in his August
15 speech from the Red Fort,
ﬂrumising to set up Uttarak-

and has been widely wel-
comed. but it has annoyed CPI-
M. who find that this has al-
ready bestirred the leaders of
Gorkhaland asking for a sepa-
rate state. It is doubtful if the
generous concessions to foreign
investors that the Prime Minis-
ter has announced in a recent
CII function would get the ap-
proval of the Left parties. Even
the question of the Prime Min-
ister choosing to stand for Ra-
jya Sabha instead of Lok Sabha

taken for a .

has already been publicly eriti-
cised by CPl leadership.

What has emerged in the
first 100 days of the United
Front government is lack of
coordination and cohesion
among the different parties
constituting the present gov-
ernment. At the ning it
was said that the coordination

would be achieved thr the
Steering Committee ol  the
United t. But that seems to

have been a very tenuous exer-
cise because, for one t , the
Steering Committee does not
meet regularly. After the eu-
horic first week, there is very
ittle evidence of the Steering
Committee havi been really
engaged in the act of steering
the United Front vessels.

The functioning of the
United Front in Parliament
has been meore in the nature of
Ediﬁdual er:tﬂfl;;ern

eir own portiolios as private
enterprise. How much of what
Mr Chidambaram is doing in
the Finance Ministry is known
to his ministerial colleagues.
Mr Gujral has been the
External Affairs fairly success-

S —— —
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Sir, The public opinion poll
conducted by Democracy Watch
and reported in The Daily Star
(October 15) is laudable and a
step in the right direction. How-
ever, | have three observations
to offer to improve the statisti-
cal rigour and validity of the
polls.

First, the data reflected a
city-based population (nine ma-
jor cities). Thus, the opinions of
the rural population (a major
segment) were not reflec in
the polls. Perhaps. a better
stratification of the sample will
provide mare nationally repre-
sentative results a strati-
fication will also allow poll-
sters to examine response pat-
terns within the sub-samples.

Second, the sample size
(10,406 respondents) seemed
quite unnecessary. While large
samples reduce sampling er-
rors, they can contribute to var-
lous non-sampling errors (too
many interviewers imposing
their own biases, data process-
ing errors. non-response errors,
etc). It is instructive to note that
a sample size of only 2000 from
a crcpulatinn of 250 million wa
adequate in predicting the mm?-
gin by which an American pres-
ident would win the elections.
Hence, depending on the desired
precision and confidence, sam-

le size can be statistically de-
ermined that will reduce non-
sampling errors introduced by
over-sampling.

Third, the method of select-
ing the respondents reflects
some bias.
study shows 7 per cent were not
literate, 3 per cent had primary
education, and 80 cent were
HSC or above in educational at-
tainments. This does not seem
to reflect a representative sam-

. This bias can be alleviated

the use of probability
sam techniques.

I would encourage Democ-

racy Watch to continue conduct-

ing more polls to reflect the
people’'s hopes, aspirations and

ﬁﬂonn. It is a valuable ser-
provided to the nation.
Saad Andaleeb

iting Associate Professor of

Marketing; -

IndeEtndcnt

University,

or example, DW's .

Sir, The crown and glory of
BTV's agricultural programme
is Mati-O-Manush and the
heart and soul of this lucid, ed-
ucative and also entertaining
telecast is Shaikh Siraj. But to
our great surprise and shock he
has disappeared from the scene
all on a sudden. Where is
Shaikh Siraj, why has he been
debarred(?) from the popular
programme?

haikh Siraj's exclusion
from the Mati-o-Manush pro-
gramme tells upon the prestige
and image of BTV and also
raises, in some minds, question
about the much talked about
BTV's autonomy.

We demand a clarification
from the Ministry of Informa-
tion and call upon the authori-
ties concerned to ensure that
Shaikh Siraj comes back in
Mati-O-Manush.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Sharing of water

Sir, Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad while addressing
the 51st session of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York told
that 'B esh had resumed
bilateral discussion with India
to resolve the vexed problem of
water sharing amicably in an
atmosphere of mutual confi-
dence and trust. He also drew
the attention of international
forum by sa "Our outstand-
ing problem with India over the
sharing of water of the Ganges
river is not unknown to them."
Emphasis on adequate water
for ulture, irrigation, fish-
eries, river traffic and for
maintainingg ecological and
environmen balance. (The
Daily Star dt. 9:10.96).

Being a full-fledged cabinet
member our Forei Minister
recently met West | Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu and dis-
cussed with him the necessity of
water. West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter felt the necessity of 'little
‘more' water for Bangladesh.
Further discussion with Indian
government will be held later
on in this d. However, the
problem is likely to be solved

before the next dry season as
assured by the government.

The statement of our Foreign
Minister to UN General Assem-
bly implies that our govern-
ment is unable to convince In-
dia about the gravity of the sit-
uation and failed to establish
the right to due share of water.
Question arises if India is inter-
ested to give water to
Bangladesh as stated by the
government earlier, then what
is the necessity to draw the at-
tention of international forum
to this outstanding problem
with India. When the matter is

oing to be settled amicably on
the basis of 'good will', 'political
will' and good intention then
drawing the attention of inter-
national forum will be mean-
ingless. Foreign Minister's
statement to UN indicates that
India is not interested to give
water to Bangladesh. Let there
be some light on i:.

A M Kais Chowdhury
Masdhair Gorsthan Road

Narayanganj

The Taliban tale

Sir, The Taliban, a funda-
mentalist faction of Afghan-
istan, has captured bul.
Immediately upon this, it has
executed Mr. Najibullah, the
former president. He was a
secular and communist leader.
This was his offence. The
Taliban did not follow any law
while having him — violating
all norms, they have killed this
former president. ,

Well, morning shows the
day. This incident is enough to
speculate what this 'force’ will

o. They ordered the women to
stay home. The UN has con-
demned this killing which
can't avoid its responsibility.
While evacuating its officials,
the UN should have taken
Najibullah with them. The UN
will possibly make efforts to
bring peace in the country. But
will any real peace be achieved?
The Taliban has another fac-
tion. They will not let them
work smoothly. So how the UN
works in this situation is a
matter of concern. :

Sohel Ahamed
Dhaka Medical College
Dhaka

The greatest tragedy
of life?

Sir, The news item, pub-
lished in The Daily Star dated
8.10.96 under the headline
‘Mayor Hanif terms it the great-
est tragedy of life' has caught
my attention.

Bravo, Mr Hanif — the
Mayor of DCC for telling the
truth and showing the co
of expressing his pain regarding
non-cooperation of his own
party government. Despite be-
ing one of the party's stalwarts
he has shown the guts to be
honest and speak the truth.

Mr. Hanif became mayor of
DCC by giving assurance to the
footpath hawkers and small
roaming traders that, if voted to
mayor, he would not evict the
hawker from footpath. He also
promised to rehabilifate them
soon in appropriate places. All
the hawﬁers and footpath
traders cast their vote for him
and made him the mayor. One
can remember it well that just
before the election, his rival
candidate (his predecessor) had
a programme to evict the hawk-
ers and footpath traders to re-
gain civic facilities of roads and
road sides of DMC. So, Mr Han-
ifs commitment to the hawkers
and footpath traders gave him
an edge on his opponent candi-
date.

But the irony is, the present
mayor himself has been com-
pelled recently to clear up the
road and sides by evicting
these footpath traders for the

Sometimes back the mayor
blamed the previous govern-
ment for not co-operating with
him because he te the

then ition . Now he
& blaciing hie Gn &

his own part -
ernment! The mayor m

aware of that there t exist
some evils may be in his own
panguftl]m who are turmoil-
ing good intentions.

By mnfeuingum the truth and -

expressing pain and greatest
tragedy of his life the mayor
has created a commendable
record.

Nur Hossain
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x| The Political Fertiliser
' A Zabr

' or the

,t_w cannot be sepa-

fully: his cr

been the CTBT, and then his
trip to Bangladesh has opened
possibilities of

up new

sirengtheni
bours. But
long inni

ister and he was a
Foreign Minister in
Cabinet. If he had on his own
consulted colleag
leaders in the Oppesition, that

ties with neigh-
ujral th

ihhnmmﬂhilmm..
sive

discipline of the United Front,
The lack of cohesion in the
United Front ment was
openly demonstrated on the
last day of the Budget session
when the official motion allo-
cating thirty per cent of seats in

Lok Sabha and other bodies to

women could not be be-
cause of total confusion
United Front members them-
selves.

It may be argued that a
united front rnment can
hardly be expected to function
as unitedly as a one-party gov-
ernment. But a united front
government needs at least a
semblance of unitz. it cannot
survive only on the negative

diet of ku;ﬁng its adversary

party out of power. One of the
conspicuous weaknesses of the

present united front is that cut-
ting across lines, the caste
loyalties have emerged
stronger. If Mulayam Singh
looks after the Yadavs, Ram
Vilas looks after the Paswans,
and Deve Gowda looks after his

It was ,ﬁre:‘fr‘bshing to read
about the Imitiative taken by
the new President suggesting a
moratorium on active, WI:H;
basis student politics on
campus. Coming from the
President this advice ought to
be counsidered seriously by the
political leaders, in national
interest. Mere mud-slinging
cam won't do, as we have
seen. e witch-hunting is a
temporary relief, because the
root has not been pulled out.
Withdraw the supply of ti-
cal fertiliser. and the tical
gardeners who water this infa-
mous soil.

We see the sad spectacle of
the whole country being divided
into two political camps, start-
ing with the bureaucracy and
the University administration.
Even the teachers are not im-
mune from it. The trade unions
are not faring better; and hin-
dering deregulation and pri-
vatisation moves. Strengthen
the party and weaken the coun-
try? That is the choice before
the nation today.

The majority of the voters
are too poor to take part as po-
litical workers. as they have
fewer economic options. The
standard of politics has to rise,

itical leaders may be
by the masses (Ershad
1?- ht:umhfuunded by the e
of the movement against .
m?mvmrﬁnt may come nndud+
., as the public mi is
fickle: they have suffered much;
and are wiser to the follies of
the political games.
 political exploitation of
the naive voters by the sly
politicians has to end. other-

| wise we may forget the double-

talk about the so-called seven’
per cent growth rate. Politics

has had a
S as a Central min-
rominent

P Singh's

ues and even

own followd
It is this frn‘

from Karnataka.

agmented mentali
that goes mevtrybaz
of a unit front outfit. The
Common Minimum Pro-
gramme by which the present
government is supposed to

swear, is itself a broad
success has document: It can h be the
ide-book for a t

government.
sides election manifestoes,
l.:;t:l dc;umentl are not ad-
to by most .
What is rmu:led.m::mm“unﬁad
under of the

rare ties of vision and ac-

::;m hments. Prime Minis-
Gowda is yet to

sign of such qualities. gy

—Mandira

The author is an Editor of
Mainstream. :

rated. The relevant parties
should have the guts to talk
about the damage done to the
s economy during the
18-month political agitation
B e St
political justification given

for the movement is not
enough, because it is one-sided.
All the voters are not politi-
cians. This h:t'l_pm'lnnt point is
conveniently forgotten by the
politicians of all colours and

i

shades. The political verdict is
not the final verdict, philo-
sophically speaking. Life- is
more than politics.

The President has also
hinted about the fundamental
right of student politics. Let us
hope a section of the tical
leaders will not, , CcTe-
ate an attitude confrontation,
as was done during the
of the preceding president.
When a sound is ques-
icordedm thelﬂ : wins, as

in history. It is a ques-
tion of time (and suffering).

A trend is creep-
m in — political murders or

. It has started at the
low of |:i-|::slitl«:::’!‘= leader-
ﬂ: and m t h::’ﬁlﬁ
m“p' of mlmuy evil: first

t this - .
the int clashes; then
stray killing of the opponents.
The next stage is factions
within the p. followed by
internal :

Arms and the Man — the so-
lution starts there are too many
illegal arms in too many
hands. The siwatiun is powen-
tially dlngermuﬂ. If the all the
triggers start firing
short span of time, will

ect whom? There is a more
mdamental gquestion.
what is the in continuing
to live? “um“?




