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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visiting different sectors of the Shilpacharyva Zainul Folk
Art and Craft Museum at Sonargaon after inaugurating it vesterday

M: Cultural heritage

From Pape |
crescendo.” she added.

"We want to revive the lost
glory and fame of folk art and
culture.” said the Prime Minis-
ter seeking cooperation from
all for the preservation and
flourishing of our cultural her-

it it

a%ghf:' government is deter-
mined to ﬁrnterrt. nurture and
flourish the democratic envi-
ronment and unique cultural
heritage of the country, Hasina
said.

The Prime Minister hoped
that the projects of the founda-
tion folk art museum, craft vil-
lage and the miniature of

Bangladesh — would help en-
rich the nation's cultural her-
itage,

She said the government
would take some new policies
and measures towards preser-
vation, protection. exhibition
and restoration of craft works
by removing previous setbacks

The foundation was estab-
lished at Sonargaon, about 25
kilometre from the capital, on

Three killed 1n
road accident

Two persons were Killed
yesterday in two separate road
accidents, reports B5S.

Shajahan 18, son of one Wa-
hab Padina of Lalbagh. died on
the spot when his autorickshaw
was nit by a speedy truck. He
was learning how to drive an
autoriskshaw in early yester-
day at Purana Paltan in front of
the police box.

His body was sent to the
Dhaxka Medical College Hospi-
tal morgue.

In another incident, a minor
boy. Nadim Khan, 4. son of one
Bashiruddin Khan of village
Dhanpur, Kaliganj. was killed
when the autorickshaw on
which he and his father were
travelling overturned yesterday
morning at Shibpur, Narsingdi.

The boy was going to his
aunt's house with his father.

He was taken to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital im-
mediately where he succumbed
to his injury at night.

Our Brahmanbaria Corre-
spondent adds: A businessman
was killed and another seri-
ously injured as the motorbike
they were riding collided head-
on with a local bus at Gugod un-
der Sarail thana on the Brah-
manbaria-Sylhet highway at
around 9:30 am yesterday.

According to police,
Mukhtar Hossain, 25, and his
friend, Abu Sufian, were head-
ing towards their village home

Khamarbari under Sadar thana
when the collision took place.
Mukhtar Hossain, the driver of
the bike, died instantly while
Abu Sufian, the co-rider sus-
tained serious hgugl and was
admitted to the Brahmanbaria
Sadar Hospital in a critical
condition.

Female students
have done better
than males

Female students have done a
bit better than males in the
Higher Secondary Certificate
Examination of Rajshahi
Board this year, rcgarts NB.

A total of 41,047 female stu-
dents ed at the examina-
tion of whom 9,944 came out
successful. Their percentage of
pass is 24.23,

On the other hand, a total of
79,662 male students appeared
at the examinations of whom
18,385 came out successful. The
pumtnﬁnc:]pnu is 23.08.

Ten e candidates were

laced in the combined merit

150 bighas of land to create folk
environment, folk village and
miniature Bangladesh

In 1975, with the patronage
ol Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, the Foundation was set up
in an old house at Panamnagar.
Later, it was shifted and ex
panded to a new dimension.

Recalling the contribution of
Zainul Abedin. Hasina said the
Shilpacharya could realise that
the beauty of this country exists
in its villages

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Obatdul Qader, at:t'm%
Cultural Secretary Anisu
Haque Chowdhury and Director
of the Foundation Bazlur Rah-
man Bhuiyan also spoke on the
occasion

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the Museum building and
went round to see the collec-
Lions.

She also enjoyed the demon-
stration of folk marriage, gaye
holud, pitha utshab, rice husk-
ing and other folk festivals pre
sented by the children of
Shambhupura school.

Ivan Rybkin new

Kremlin security
chief

MOSCOW, Oct 19 Former
Russian parliament speaker
Ivan Rybkin was named today
as secretary of the powerful
Kremlin Security Council and
chief negotiator in Chechnya. a
Kremlin spokesman said, re-
ports AFP.

Both positions were for-
merly held by Alexander Lebed
who was sacked by President
Boris Yeltsin for insubordina-
tion on Thursday.

Yeltsin, in a rest home out-
side Moscow waiting for heart
surgery. met with Rybkin after
naming him, the Kremlin said.

The Security Council advises
the president of Russia's top na-
tional security matters, includ-
ing the conflict in Chechnya. As
Chechnya troubleshooter,
Lebed had sweeping ers and
negotiated a peace deal ending
the 21-month war in August.

Rybkin, who turns 50 on
Sunday, was speaker of the

lower house of parliament, the
state Duma, until the December

1995 legislative elections. He
remains a deputy in the Duma.

Hasib against

student politics

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Oct 19: Hasibur
Rahman secured first position
in the merit list of combined
Science Group in the Higher
Secondary Certificate examina-
tion of 1996 under the Rajshahi
Education Board.

A student of Rajshahi Gov-
ernment College, Hasib wants
to become a computer engineer.
He secured 913 marks with let-
ters in Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry and Statistics.

In an interview this evening

¢« al his residence, Hasib ex-

pressed deep satisfaction for his

result and conveyed gratitude to

his parents and teachers for
their guidance and coopera-
tions.

He said students should not
be involved in politics as their
main duty is to study.

Hasib studied for five to six
hours daily. He had private tu-
tors.

His favourite writer is Hu-
mayun Ahmed. He got national
awards in set speech and de-

bates.

Hasibur Rahman is the third
among four brothers. He has no

of Science , nine in the  sister. His father Shamsur Rah-
combined list of Human- man is a teacher of the Physics
ities group and eight in that of Department of Rajshahi Go-
Commerce group. vernment College.
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PM visits city
puja mandaps

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday that her
government believed in non-
communal politics and urged
all in the couniry to practise
their res ive religions enjoy
ing full liberty, reports BSS

“You all have equal rights to
practise your respective rell
fions with due dignity and hon-
our and there will be none to 1n-
terfere in it.” she said unequiv-
ocally while addressing a large
number of devotees at the
Dhakeswart Mandir puja man-
dap here.

"La kum dinukum waliadin”,
the Prime Minister recited this
holy verse from the Suratul
Kaferun of the Holy Qura'an and
said Islam has guaranteed in-
dependence of religions.

Earlier on her arrival. she
was received cordially by Major
(General (released] C R Dutta. K B
Roy Chowdhury., Chittaranjan
Sarkey Subrata Chowdhury,
Swapan Kumar Saha and other
leaders of Mahanagar Sharba-
janin Puja Udjapon Comimnittee
and adesh Puja Udjapon
Parishad.

Mayor of Dhaka Muhammad
Hanif, Mufazzal Hussain
Chowdhury Maya, MP, Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury. MP. Mo-
hammad Selim. MP and leaders
of Dhaka city Awami League ac-
companied the Prime Minister
during her visit.

She also visited Ramkr-
ishna Mission puja mandap
where she was received by the
mission s Addhakhyva Swami
Akkhrananda and other reli-
gious leaders.

The Prime Minister spent
sometime with the Swami and
talked cordially to the devolees
there,

Conveying her greetings to
the devotees on the occasion of
the Durga Puja. the greatest re-
ligious festival of the Hindu
community. Sheikh Hasina re-
called that the Muslim, Hindus,
Buddhists. Christians and oth-
ers had participated in the War
of Liberation at the.call of Fa-
ther of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to
achieve Independence.

Prodipto wants
to study

Computer Science

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 19; Prodipto
Promitheus Mitra wants to
study Computer Science, he
said.

He stood second in the com-
bined merit list in Science
Group in the Higher Secondary
Certificate examination of 1996
under Rajshahi Education
Board.

He secured 905 marks with
distinctions in Mathematics,
Physics, Chemistry and Statis-
tics. He secured fifth position in
the Secondary School Certifi-
cate examination. He was a stu-
dent of Rajshahi Government
College.

Promitheus studied for
eight-hours everyday, he said
adding that he got inspiration
from his parents and teachers.

His fathers Dr Pritee Kumar
Mitra is a teacher of Institute of
Bangladesh Studies of Rajshahi
University. He is the eldest of
two children of his parents.

Rajshahi Board

From Page |

with letters in two subjects.

Nahid Sultana of Joypurhat
Government College secured the
first position in the female
merit list of Commerce anJup
securing 732 marks and dis-
tinction in one subject.

Of the examinees, 79,662
were male and 41,047 female
and the percentage of pass is
23.08 and 24.23 ;

The percentage of pass is
47 .90 in Science Agriculture
and Home Economics grou
26.74 in Commerce group an
17.43 in Humanities, Islamic
Studies and Music p.

Meanwhile,

Ahmed at B%hhahan yester-
day, reports :

By Staff Correspondent

The newly elected President
of the Federation of desh
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustries (FBCCI) Yussuf Abdul-
lah Harun. has said he will
make all possible efforts to
boost the country’'s exports

“I will try to enhance ex-

ris.” he said while talking to

he Daily Star yesterday
“There is no alternative but to
increase rts for the devel-
opment of the economy.”

“There are impediments to
the growth of export oriented
industries which should be ad-
dressed properly. Many things
are yet to be done. The world
has i‘;rcnnlr quite competitive

Harun Is likely to take
charge of the FBCC] on Wednes-
day at its Annual General Meet -
ing

Harun said he will take ini-
tiatives (o encourage setting up
of industries at district |evel
with the collaboration of local
« hambers Economic activities
should be encouraged at district
level to boost the rural econ
omy. he said

Harun emphasised develop-
ment! of infrastructure to at
iract more foreign investment
Sectors like power generation.

Govt firm to check
cross-border
smuggling: PM

Prime Minister Shelkh
Hasina yesterday said her gov
ernment was determined to
check all crimes and irregulari
lies Including cross-border
smuggling in the grealer inter-
est of the country, rs BSS

"We have already directed
the administration to take ap-
propriate measures against
smuggling and other such activ-
ities,” she sald while hearing
reports on cross-border smug
%ling from leaders of Cox's

azar district Awami League at
the International Conference
Centre in the city

They said salt from Myan
mar into Bangladesh and fer-
tiliser from Bangladesh 1o

Myanmar were now bein

smuggled through the Bay o
Bengal. They urged the Prime
Minister to take immediate
measures against it and the
Prime Minister asked them to
investigate it locally and sub-
mit a report within seven days
to her. "We will take action
against it.” she also said.

Referring to organisational
maltters related to the Awami
League at the local levels,
Sheikh Hasina said that cen-
tral leaders were divided into
six teams to deal with it in six
divisions.

She said these six teamns will
look into district. thana and
union level party organisations
and solve problems. if any.

Party leaders from other dis-
tricts also informed the Prime
Minister of various matters
which she said would be re-
solved in due time.

Besides., a number of indi-
viduals including women came
to the Prime Minister with re-
spective problems and she as-
sured them of solving those
gradually.

telecommunication,
should be

integrate Bani
with the developed
the new president of the
countrys apex trade body
observed.

He said the FBCCI would put

ial emphasis on re-evalua

tion of the sick industries for
their rehabilitation. The FBCCI
leader feit that the state owned
enterprises should be “released”
from the government owner
ship soon. y should the gov-
ernment be in business?” he
posed the question. Harun also
put emphasis political stability
in the country for take-off of
the economy. He also felt the
necessity to amend some of the
factory laws and labour laws
for industrialisation
labour productivity

Noapara police
camp loot: One

more arrested
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 19 Police
lastnight arrested an alleged
terrorist Md Ramjan Al In
connection with the looting of
rifles from Noapara police
camp under Raozan thana last
month

Acting on a tip off. police
raided a city community centre
and picked up Ramzan from a
W'I"l'll.'tlﬂﬂ ceremony

transport
further to

'S economy
economies,

and

Rickshawpullers
£0 on rampage
in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

HBARISAL, Oct 19 A rick
shawpuller was killed and two
passengers were injured seri
ously when a speeding bus hit
the rickshaw at Dapdapla on
Barisal-Patuakhall road today

Police and witnesses said
that the rickshawpuller Mota
har Mallik, 32, died on the spot
as a Patuakhali-bound bus
from Barisal rammed his rick
shaw near Dapdapia gas turbine
power station at around 11 am.

The injured passengers were
sent to the Sher-e-Bangla Medi-
cal College Hospital.

The death ol rickshawpuller
sparked off violent protest.
Rickshaw workers union
brought out a procession de-
manding immediate arrest of
the persons responsible. Th
also damaged some buses u;r

Kidnapped girl
rescued : 3 held

SIRAJGANJ. O¢l 19 Police
rescued a kidnapped school girl
and arrested three young men
in this connection from
Alokadia in Kamarkhand
thana of the district today, re-
ports UNB.

The arrested were identified
as Liton Sheikh, 24, Ashraf Ali
19, and Daibor, 21. Details of
their identities were not imme-
diately available.

Chairman of
Rajshahi Education Board Prof
Sher Mohammad submitted the

HSC Examination results to
President Justice Shahabuddin

Murtaza's killing: Benazir
feels unsafe

ISLAMABAD, Oct 19: Pak-
istani Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto was quoted today as say-
ing she did not feel safe after
what she called the political
murder of her estranged youn-
ger brother Murtaza Bhutto,
reports Reuter.

She told the Pakistani daily
The News she did not believe a
L)oli-:e report that Murtaza was

illed in crossfire between po-
lice and his guards on Septem-
ber 20, She said her government
sought British experts to help
find out what really happened.

"I don't know who is the
next.” Bhutto said. "I don't feel
safe any more. My husband and
my children are not safe.”

Bhutto called Murtaza's
killing a conspiracy against her
family, party and government
and said she was determined to
unearth it despite personal
risk.

"It seems that the Bhuttos
are meant to be killed,” she
said. referring to the execution
of her father Zulfikar Ali

Bhutto in 1979 after being de-
d as prime minister in a
977 army coup as well as the
1985 death of her youngest
brother Shahnawaz in his flat
in southern France in still un-
explained circumstances.

Apparently referring to crit-
ics who blamed her government
for Murtaza's killing, she said
she felt a situation had been
created similar to that in the
port city of Karachi where rival
ethnic groups afe accused of
killing each other's militants.

"I am a politician, an edu-
cated person, I know history,
and | feel there is more to this,"
she said.

Bhutto said although Mur-
taza had formed a rival politi-
cal group, she always thought
that if something happe to
her, le would turn to him to
carry forward his father's mis-
sion and dream of Pakistan
which is democratic, federal,
egalitarian and progressive.

"After his brutal death, | feel
absolutely isolated," she said.

Tk 400cr telephone bills
outstanding since 1971

CHITTAGONG, Oct 19: Gov-
ernmernit, semi-government and
autonomous organisations owe
Tk 400 crore to the Bangladesh
Telegraph and Telephone Board
( ) on account of telephone
bills accumulated from 1971 to
June 1996, r UNB.

This was disclosed by the
BTTB Chairman while ex-
changing views with represen-
tatives of the defaulter organi-
sations in the conference room
of Agrabad T&T Bhaban here

tnd;?'.

H Chowdhury said 60-65
cases had been filed against the
defaulters the period and
only Tk 42 lakh was realised in
30 cases which were settled in
the court.

He also informed that out-
standing bills to the tune of Tk
78 crores were | with differ-
ent organisations of Chit-
II?EEPHE of all the limitations
and problems, he said, the
BTTB is trying to improve its
services for the customers by

taking a massive plan for mod-
ernisation and privatization of
mobile telephones in the coun-
ot .

l-]IFTh»:: BTTB Chairman said
the government has a plan to
install three lakh more tele-
phones in the country by the
year 1999 at a cost of 3.000
crore.

With the implementation of
this project, all the districts of
the country would be brought
under digital system, he said.

A total of 49,000 digital con-
nections, both new and con-
verted, would be provided to
subscribers in Chittagong city
by December of this year.

Besides, setting up of a single
point service centre here for
improved services to the cus-
tomers is under the considera-

tion of tg%ﬁvu'nrrmt_
The Chairman said if

better services to the customers
can be ensured authorities may
increase the call-rate from next

year.

President okays
new Rules

of Business

By Staff Correspondent

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med approved the newly adop-
ted Rules of Business on Thurs-
day Bangabhaban sources said
yesterday

Under the new Rules the
ministers will work as official
heads of the ministries, while
the secretaries concerned will
discharge their responsibilities
as administrative heads

Former President Abdur
Rahman Biswas had refused to
sign the document Sources
close to Biswas said. the way the
file had been forwarded to him
for signature was inconsistent
with the wusual practice
Bangabhaban sources also con
firmed the incident

51.88pc pass
Diploma in
Com exams

The results of Diploma in
Commerce Examinations | 996
were published yesterday with a
pass rcenitage of 51 BR  re
ports LINH

A total of 4 121 students —
3179 male and 942 female —
appeared at the examination
held in July this year Of them.
2. 138 came out successiul

As many as 670 students se.
cured first division, | 457 sec-
ond division and 11 got third
division In four -uhirﬂl —
Bangla, Secretarial Science
English, Accoun and Multi-
lingual Secretarial Science.

Hasibur Rahman of Dina-
|pur Government Commercial

nstitute topped the merit list of

Bangla Secretarial Science se-
curing 881 marks with distinc-
tion in two su ‘18

Mahmudul Hasan of Dhaka
Government Commercial Insti-
tute stood first in the English
secretarial Science getting 957
marks with three letters.

Khandaker Muradur Rah
man of Jessore Government
Commercial Institute topped
the merit list of Accountin
group securing 972 marks w'ltﬁ
distinction in four subjects.

Mohammad Abdul Aziz of
NATRAMS, Bogra, secured first

g:m in the Muilti-lingual
al Science group secur-
ing 891 marks with five letters.

Ershad gets bail

From Page |

for Ershad are likely to try to
secure his bail in the Manzoor
murder case sometime early
next month.

The former president in-
lﬂrll:;lﬂd lat a \r!lllrla declared as a
sub-jail, near the Sangsad Bha-
ban, still faces 13 more cases.

Earlier he was granted bail
in four cases since.

Khandaker Mahbub Hossain
and Yusuf Hossain Humavun
yesterday appeared for Ershad
who was taken to the court near
Dhaka Central Jail under hi
security. Altaf Hossain, Public
Prosecutor represented the
state.

Two other accused in the
case. former works minister
Mostafa Jamal Haider and
former works secretary Abdur
Rauf, were earlier granted bail.

Show cause notice

From FPage 1

Police and Customs authori-
ties are keeping a close watch
on the unloaded cargo and has
decided to check those before
delivery, the sources said.

Meanwhile, port police for-
warded the "carrier” of the
smuggled gold, Jasim and crew
Delwar, to the court today on
expiry of their remand period.

Police said the two persons
confessed their involvement in
the gold sm by the same
shlggglnﬂi:rﬁ;ﬂnl.ng

o other suspects could be
arrested till today though police
raided some places the city po-

lice said adding "they have gone
into hiding."

So far, police arrested 8 per-
sons including 4 officials of Q C

Shipping Agency.
’FIE'E ship Q g Teal is owned

by BNP MP Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury and businessman
Salman F hman.

. A total of 3200 tolas of
smuggled gold worth over Tk
two crore were recovered from
the ship. The vessel was de-
tained after the gold haul.

President concerned

From Page |
Board of Governors &f North
South University. Dhaka.
The delegation, led by
founder president of the Uni-

versity Muslehuddin Ahmed,
called on President Ahmed at
Bangabhaban yesterday.

ey invited the President,

who is ex-officio chancellor of

the university, to the first con-

vocation ceremony of the pri-

vate varsity, to be held on De-

cember 18,

President Ahmed accepted
the invitation.

others, Secretary to

the President Muhammad

Enamul Huq, Military Secre-

tary Major-General Ruhul
Alam Chowdhury and Chair-
man of the of Governors

of the University MA Awal were
present on the occasion

Transport strike
observed in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Oct 19: Buses.
minibuses and microbuses re-
mained off the roads in the dis-
trict today due to a strike called
by the Transport owners and
workers associations in sup-

of the striking truckers of
yihet-Tamabil-J road.

The owners and workers of
trucks have been on strike since
Sunday last protesting illegal
toll collection at different
points of Jafflong-Tamabil
road. '

Meanwhile, a decision to
stop unauthorised toll collec-
tion immediately was taken at
a meeting held at the DC's of-
fice Representatives of Trans-
port owners and workers and
district administration offi-
clals attended the meeting. The
transport owners and workers
then decided to withdraw the
sirike.

Flash floods kill
29 1n India

NEW DELHI, Oct 19
rains and flash floods have

killed 29 le and paralysed
Jr in

normal I southern India,
news agencies reported today.
reports AFP

Ten of the victims died in the
coastal state of Tamil Nadu.
while 19 others died in neigh-

bourt Andhra Pradesh. the
United of India said.
Officials in the Andhra

Pradesh state capital Hyder-
abad said thuunr; of
maroconed and road and rail
links disrupted throughout the
province following a torrential
downpour

The woes of the have
been aggravated with at least
100 reservoirs breaching.” an
official said.

Army helicopters have been
deployed to drop food packets
and medicine to hundreds of
people who have taken shelter
on rgoftops, he said.

e Press Trust of India said
the downpour over the past
three days was caused a de-
pression in the Bay of gal,
and the weather office has pre-
dicted heavy rains in the area
for another three days.

Most of the dead were
washed away br overflowing

Fivérs, pplice

Many seats

From Page 1

sharp fall in the percentage of
pass this year.

They also suggested some
reforms in the ucation sys-
tem in the country.

The Controller of Comilla
Board suggested changes in the
examination system in HSC
and SSC.

Farooq Abdullah
From Page 1|

ence in Srinagar.

Kashmir's shadowy Al
Faran militants kidnapped five
men — a Norwegian, two
Britons, one American and a
German — in July last and
demanded the release of jailed
militant colleagues.

The kidnappers killed the
Norwegian, Hans Christian Os-
troe, after the Indian govern-
ment refused to accept the
group's demands. Militant
sources later said the remain-
ing four hostages — Britons
Paul Wells and Keith M an,
American Donald Hutchings
and German Dirk Hasert — had
been killed but the government
did not confirm this.

Abdullah, whose National
Conference Party won an abso-
lute majority in last month's
assembly elections, said he had
some idea of the location where
the hostages were believed to be
kept, but declined to give de-
tails.

PM: UNGA

From Page 1

The chief executives of sev-
eral multinationals including
the AIG Group and the Boeing
Industries are due to call on the
Bangladesh Prime Minister in
New York.

Leaders of the Bangladesh
caucus in the US Congress in-
cluding Congressman Bill
Richardson, former defence
secretary Dick Chenny and
former Congressmen Stephen
Solarz and n Johnson will

talso call on Sheikh Hasina.

*be

The Prime Minister is due to

interviewed bﬁ the
Newsweek, the US News &
World Report, VOA, Journal of
Commerce and The Boston
Globe,

On October 27, Hasina will
meet the Bangladesh commu-
nity in the US and will also be
guest at a dinner to be hosted at
the New York Hilton Hotel.

The Prime Minister will
leave for Boston on October 28
and attend a civic reception to
be accorded by the adesh
comimunity. e next day she
will address the Faeulty of the
Harvard University and would
be hosted a luncheon by the
President of the University.

Hasina is also due to visit
the JFK Memorial Library.
From Boston, she will drive to
the JFK International Airport
in New York for boarding a

lane to return to Dhaka on

‘tober 31. Both ways. the
Prime Minister is sc uled to
fly by the national carrier
Bangladesh Biman., which has
brief stopovers in New Deilhi
and Brussels.

Clinton maintains
20-pt lead
over Dole

WASHINGTON, Oct 19: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton maintained a
lead of more than 20 nis
over Republican rival Daole
in two Eﬂh taken w the
latest debate and released -
urday. reports AFP.

A Newsweek survey found
Clinton leading 52 to 29 per
cent over Dole, with Reform
Party candidate Ross Perot
favoured by eight cent.

A separate CHUBA tndg
poll Slacm Clinton's lead at
to 32 per cent. with eight
cent for Perot. e

The Newsweek survey also
found majority of people object
to campaign contributions
from big corporations and for-
eign donors, but that only 34
per cent believed Clinton's ac-
ceptance of funds from a
wealthy Indonesian family
were i

A total of 77 per cent said
they bhelieved contributions
from big companies, unions
and other interests buy toe
much influence in W ;
and 7] per cent objected to con-
tributions from weailth foreign

interests.

Both were taken after
Wednesday's tial de-
bate in San Diego. which ac-
cording to other surveys was
won by Clinton.

Despite Dole's drive to focus
on Clinton's ethics and charac-
ter, Newsweek found 48 per cent
of respondents said Clinton has
the better character to
;};:ﬂidtm to 36 per cent for

TOKYO, Oct 19: A
carthquake jolted Japan's
southernmost main island of
Kyushu to night, prompting of-
ficials to issue a tsunami warn-
!rr':u! g u:l-ﬁ the 7 :

e ag -magni-
tude tem hit at 11:44 pm
and shook the cities of .
zaki and Kagoshima. about
kilometers southwest of Tokyo,
reports AP.

A B Bank

From Page |
Finance Minister SAMS Kibria
v o s
Meanwhile, when contacted
a high official of the AB Bank
said the loanee, Haroon Fer-

duusitd had for finance
"providing a per cent mar-
gin" and the ect was sur-

veyed by both internal and ex-
ternal auditors.
The recommendation of the
survt‘r_{lurn was then placed be-
=

fore t commit-
tee which it. Later, it
was also in the Board
meeting of the bank and was

aubscqucntlg Pﬂl by the
B adesh :

¢ AB bank had paid the
loan amount in to the
BSRS, the official said, and
very recently the BSRS handed
over the company to the bank
for mortgaging, which is in the
process.

The official further said that
the Anti-Corruption Bureau
had been in ting the case
for the last two months and
that a number of officials of the
bank were questioned in this
connection.

Officials of the Bureau
met A Rahim Chowdh
aging Director and 1
ﬁ::l'! Vice-Chairman of the

at around noon yesterday,
the official said.

The case was filed with the
Motijheel thana in the after-
Nnoorn.

Correction
In the headline of our front-

page story on fall in percentage
of pass in HSC exams

on Saturday, ‘abolition of

e of "“‘{.h.;&" dmr £
m L]

g:'l.k'. The inadvertent mistake

is regretted.

Polls in Japan -
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and Japanese workers remain
far less productive overall than
Americans.

On the reform end, the prime
minister has pledged to cut the
number nggomnment min-
istries in to reduce Japan's
ballooning budget deficit and
eliminate government red tape
that many businesses say in-
hibits growth.

Just this week. an advisory
panel to Hashimoto recom-
mended abolishing rules re-
stricting the kinds of business
that banks, stockbrokers and
insurance companies can ex-
pand into.

That reform is stoutly op-
posed by the Finance Ministry

— a typical illustration of the
kind of battles Hashimoto
face if he is serious in his
promises to battle the powerful
unelected bureaucrats who
make most of Japan's
The three other
— the conservative New Fron-
tier Party. the new liberal-lean-
ing Democratic Party and the
Communist Party — all insist
they are the true reformers. New
Frontier has also proposed a
160 billion dirs tax cut.
But the battle of

a ars to have turmed voters

Polls predict turnout will
hit a new low, a bre the
record low of 67 per cent set in
the last election



