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Seize the Scope
The just-concluded seminar on Eastern Hi-
malayan Water and Environment in Delhi com-
rising a medley of experts from India, Nepal and
adesh left behind a few observations redolent
of optimism regarding our prolonged exacerbation
with India over the share of the Ganges water. It
urged to press home the advantage that seems to be
there following almost the simultaneous changes
in political leaderships of the concerned countries.
If not anything of magical proportions, the
changes were expected to bring along relatively less
prejudiced and more sincere attitudes at the gov-
ernment level to a rankling problem which these
duly have as the discussions at the expert and min-

isterial levels suggest.

One of the suggestions emanating from the sem-
inar was a permanent accord between India and
Bangladesh. The rationale behind the prescription
for solving the problem once and for all is easily
understandable in that the contract ensuring mu-
tual benefit from the use of a common river's water
remains free from the political vicissitudes and
the conditions for peaceful coexistence and envi-
ronmental safety are also enriched enabling
avoidance of any snag that political myopia may
place on the way. The signing of many MOUs and
their eventual ineffectuality lend strong support to
the concept of a treaty visualising Ganges as a river
of friendship rather than a river of discord.

Indo-Bangladesh acrimony and the resultant
stalemate over the water-sharing issue are more
an outcome of political prejudices and egotism
than any insurmountable geopolitical barriers.
Now that signs are propitious for a breakthrough,
the opportunity must be seized with both hands.
Opinion leaders outside the government in both
the countries are of seminal significance because
inter-country negotiations are often tardy and
formal. The non-government brain-storming ar-
rangements are not only feeding sources of new in-
sights and angles for the governments but also
promoting essential elements like trust and
transparency in the whole process.

Matter of Will

The sword of democles has always looked like
hanging over the archetypically hardened loan de-
faulters but never quite falling on them as such.
Whether the proposed bankruptcy law, which is
fast approaching enactment during the winter ses-
sion of the Jatiya Sangsad, will make a difference
in the scene is an open question. This has already

| provoked voluble reactions hardly the .type sug-

gesting though that the nail is going to be hit in the
right place — its head.

We are no fashionable cynics given to any tem-
perament for premature expression of a disap-
pointment over something which is yet to see the
light of the day, farless tried out. But we do regard
this law largely as a declaratory instrument
rather than a penal one. Those to be termed
'bankrupt’ will not be entitled to any fresh loan —

that's all. The question is how demanding the law
is going to be abnut the loans already contracted

and not obviously repaid which is why the stamp
of bankruptcy on a loanee?

The draft law looks devoid of a thrust on that
score, even allowing for the provision of
bankruptcy courts which are to "try to realise the
overdue loan from the defaulter by liquidating his
fixed assets and seizing the liquid cash.”

The 'bankruptcy courts' will be Rin Adalat rein-
carnates if they fail to stringently apply the rules
contained in the proposed law. One practical im-
pediment to the application of the existing laws
against the defaulters has been the defrauding on
the value of assets shown as collateral to the
loans. The siphoning off has also been massive.
Only a political will determined and resolute in
making the defaulters recompense for their acts of

economic irresponsibility can ensure the de-
sired effect of the new law.

Under the draft law, a loanee will be deemed a
defaulter if he had not repaid an installment
within a month of the repayment date scheduled
for him or her. The time-lag so far allowed has
been long six months. So, the list of defaulters on
the government dossiers may lengthen in conse-
quence of the new law.

A strongly willed %{wemment coupled with a
powerful and dynamic comrpittee system in the
parliament seems to be the only answer to any fur-
ther proliferation of default culture.

Still Cosmetic

The news is that 50 BRTC-assembled luxury
buses — with ten of them in the air-conditioned
category — are going to be operated in the city by
the private sector. This is stated to be the first
heralding phase of improved commutation ar-
rangements within the metropolitan limits which
ironically had stayed frozen in a primitive groove
evoking sighs over the otherwise shiny and
modernised coaches on inter-district routes.

While we are no doubt appreciative of the project
to increase the strength of the transport fleet it is
difficult, however, to go alo ﬂ% with the sponsors'
view that it will ease the traffic jam. Other things

the same — namely, the presence of
undiminished numbers of fast and slow-moving
vehicles — any addition to the total strength of
transports is only likely to exacerbate the traffic

congestion.

Instead of using such logic or settling for
virtual palliatives what we need to go for with far-
sighted resolve is a mass transportation system
comprising trolley buses and circular railway

the city’'s orbit. This will have the added
advantage of dispersing some of the city's popula-
tion on the outskirts thereby easing the pressure
on amenities in the metropolis.

Bangladesh's Gold Mine and the Agro-Industrial Development

OVERTY seems to have
become the real gold mine

of Ba desh since it has
en regul fetching about $2
billion a year in the form of
rants and soft loans from the
or countries. It has gone on
for the last quarter of a century
without making any significant
dent into the life of the
stricken people . of cou-
rse, a couple of million of
hardcore poor who have been
largely served by Grameen
Bank and other . There is
no doubt that by far the lar
amount of this vast amount of
aid has benefited the upper-and
the middile class while a
fraction of it has filtered
thr h to the real and de-erv
of lhc cnu
Huw lt has -
known to lhe makr:rl.
the donors an ﬂthcr outside
observers and analysts. While
the poor have earned it In ex-
change of their hard labour
(food for work etc) the upper
and the middle-class people
have got it by using their
and influence The result, as all
the published indices show. has
been that the number of
below the poverty line has been
increasing rather than decreas-
ing over the years. on the one
hand, and the external debt
burden of the country has been
F,mng up inexorably reachi
evel of two-thirds of the GDP,
on the other.

Further, it has also led to
widespread corruption in its
distribution process which has
almost become a permanent
behavioural trait of these
classes ol people. However,
while the normal expectation
was that in course of the
twenty-five years of aid flow the
country would. at least. be out of
the poverty trap by way of
achieving higher growth rate
and full employment of able-
bodied workforce, in reality it
has now got into a double tra
of poverty and external debt.
wonder, the important minis-
ters of the government now
seem to be busy in appealing to
the donors for the redemption
of the Third World countries’
debts.

No Easy Way Out
Whether the donors will
immediately be able to redeem
the third world's debt burden
depends on their own tax-pay-
ers representatives in their
own parliaments. Somebody

will have to bear the burden.
However, until it is redeemed
unilaterally the donors. let
there be no mistake that the tax
I:n vers of the debtor couniries
ike Bangladesh will have 1o re-

ORMER Prime Minister
and now Leader of the

Epoeltmn Begum Kha-
leda Zia has recently raised a
very pertinent question. She

could not see eye to eye with the
Government s decision to send
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad to meet West Bengal Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu in Calcutta
on an urgent mission. In her
objection, she had presented a
simplistic equation that would
naturally bring the Indian
Foreign Minister | K Gujral at
Ear with his counterpart in
angladesh. Any other Central
Minister in New Delhi would
have also met the normal
protocol. That was what Begum
Zia wanted to indicate,
Ordinarily. the conjecture of
the Leader of the Opposition
would get the nodding approval
of all and sundry. But. tllzmr: is
yet something more beyond the
cut line which she perhaps
would ill-afford to see.
Mr Azad's dash to Calcutta
immediately after his return
from China could be treated
with compassion in considera-
tion ol the overall national in-
‘terest that necessitated such an
unusual departure. Obviously, it
was on the burning issue of the
sharing of the Ganges' water
where the state of West Bengal
has a most legitimate say. And
notwithstanding the positional
status of the veteran Chief
Minister of West Bengal, his
personal stature in the policy
decisions of the Indian Gov-
ernment can never be under-es-
timated. Mr Jyoti Basu has been
practically enjoying a unique
position in the political arena
of India for long. Even though
he does not occupy a seat in the
Central Government the latter
attaches high priority and im-
portance to Jyoti Basu in run-

only. This happens due to di-
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among the people, specially those who wielded power of one kind or another, an attitude of making easy money
by any means, legal or illegal, rather than that of adopting drastic policy reform to promote incentives to
invest money in the country and do hard work which are the only sources
of efficiency and growth in the economy.

pay the debts with accumulated
interests. Further, the debtor
has to suffer the indignity of
ha to beg for the re-

rt earnings in-
creases rapidly or the govern-
ment's the private sector's
expenditures are cut signifi-

the grnwln rate of external
payment burdcn cannot be met
at the same time when increas-
ing domestic expenditure for
rapid growth has become al-
most mandatory to the new
government in fulfilling its
election pledges. Therefore,
there is no easy way out of the
double-trap that the country
has now gotten into. Hard and

un lar decisions will have
0 taken by the government
to get out of it

Critics may use harsh words
against the country's policy
makers because those past poli-
cies have inculca.ed among the
people, specially those who
wielded power ol one kind or
another, an atti .ude of maki

Ny means,
ﬂumﬁ ::Irlhln that of
adopting drastic policy reform
to promote incentives to invest
money in the country and do
hard work which are the on
sources of and
in the economy. Work-ethics
has largely been destr and
illegal activities have ome
the norm of the day One conse-
quence of this is that Mafla ac-
tivities have ad to the nook
and corner ol the society and
individuals cannot live in
and nfe anywhere in the
Stheea by ﬂ.:mgth:mm sy

t

gal power of the hwngrﬂﬂrct
ment agencies and the judicial
punishment system. However,
coming back to the issues of
economics, effi has to be
restored in the use of scarce re-
sources in the t ad-
ministration. public sector
trade and industries. private
sector trade and industries as
well as in agriculture and ser-
vice sectors. How to cut the fat
out and streamline all these
sectors has been in my
earlier articles in these

Shift to Development
Emphasis

To make an effective repeti-
tion, there is a need for revers-
ing the strategy of development
from urban-centre based indus-
trialisation to rural-based

lndultﬂn]illtlﬂn so that
price system itself

mcrntﬂ lncmtim to move
actors of production like
labour and capital back to rural
areas where land and labour are
available in relative abundance
and costs of production of both

agricultural and non- 1-
tural outputs are much less
than what they are in the urban

industrial centres. This policy
is needed to cheaply produce
outputs for both export and do-
mestic markets as well as to

a major
break through in these fields.
But there are some bottlenecks

achieve high growth rate and
poverty alleviation. Tradi-
tional . monetary and ex-
nditure allocation policies
ave to be to achieve
these objectives. This is a tall
order for which this is not the
right forum. But in the mean-
time some obstacles to the de-
velopment of iculture and
o-related industries will be
ssed below.

Obstacles to Agricultural
and Agro-Industrial

Development

It is a disgrace [or
Bangladesh that it to im-
port from India products like

tatoes, onions, garlic, gi rflgcr

omaloes, eggs, suga it
juice, ketch-ups, and clttle:l::
on a large sc "In the decades
of Im and 1960s, most of the
tural used to be

rted from this coun to

. The trend seems to have

been reversed these days since
their agriculture has ome
more efficient than that of

Banfladuh Further, although
m tionally this was the main

producing country, these
days the import of ;rgwd:md

trative Incoherence and Infras-
tructure.

Feed: For the d!'vtlﬁl'ln'lt of
poultry, livestock and fishery

industries, there is the need for
balanced feed. the domestic
supply of which is utterly inad-
equate to meet its demand. The
imported feed is highly expen-
sive and its price has gone up
lhl ly during the last year or
most about 1500 medium-
and large-scale [lrm-
are about to be ¢
shortage of feed supply. Thﬂ"t
are about half a dozen feed in-
dustries which are suffering
from the short supply of the
most important inputs like
wheat or maize, soya ., and
rice polish etc. all of which are

also demanded for human con-
sumption as well. What is
worse, Bangladesh does not
produce sufficient amount of
maize domestically although
there is suitable land
available in the northern dis-
tricts. There was a Canadian-
funded project to
which lasted for t12 }"EIII
but, like many other projects in

this country, once the fund was
exhausted the project did not
become self-supporting. Fur-
ther, whatever small amounts

some
of

to

ble

] :

all

and

ve to high
mccrlmwﬂnbg’c:ttm Some
took advan of this

ty. but some of ani-
:m-l.ll died because of lack nf
m pe Itu'r.l

e.g.. seed industry, il not

nised as industry in the m
ing sector. Furthtf high inter-
est rates (about 13- 14 per cent).
bribes,
a and

management
puts, technical processes, per-
sonnel t, and mar-

keting have not crept into this
sector yet. The main bottleneck
seems to be the availability of

trained manpower of the type of

, machine operators,

rers, tool makers, on the

The Illusive Ganges

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

Thcltw*mktyhbeﬁcedbyﬂnn‘hdﬂhuthmbﬁnhwnfwm&rmmﬂnaﬂdymﬂr
navigation of the Calcutta port. The separable quantum of water for Bangladesh after their own
necessily is met, may not be at all adequate.

-

ning the affairs of the govern-
ment. cularly, on national
issues. In fact, Rajib Gandhi or
for that matter. his illustrious
mother. the Iron Lady of India
Mrs Indira Gandhi also did
never hesitate to have prior
consultations with the octo
narian Chief Minister of West
Bengal on almost all matters of
national importance. They
would never have considered
Mr Basu's political thinking a
a stumbling bloc in seeking his
advices. This has been practi-
cally a lcga-:{ur rather, a prac-
tice since the days of Pundit
Jawahar Lal H:hru the first
Prime Minister of independent
India.

From the realistic point of
view also. the objective of ob-
taining a rational dispensation
of the Ganges' water would be
inconsequential if West Bengal
is not treated as a relevant
party to the issue. No emotional
bickering from any quarter
here would ever change the real-
ity of the situation. It must not
be forgotten that Calcutta port
and its navigation is very much
dependent upon the flow of the
Ganges' water. Naturally, it will
be an act of stupidity to think
that irrespective of their re-

uirement we must get our
share.

It is understood from the
available technical data that
during the lean period the water
level of the Ganges at the Cal-
cutta port own to an in-
significant flow of 35000 cusecs
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Imported newsprint

Sir, This refers to your re-
cent notice informing the read-
ers of the use of imported
newsprint and hence the in-
crease in price. | do not mind
the price-hike but would like to
lmuw i) If our paper mills are
in a position to produce the
same t of newsprint, and if
so at what cost? ii) a sensi-
ble daily like 'The Daily Star’ is
patronising the import of
newsprint?

Farzana Ishrat
Lakshmipur
) Khulna Newsprint Mills
cannot produce the same type of
newb rint. i) Since we cannot
qb uantity we require, we
uy from open market.

— Editor
Alma Mater

Sir, Well, here | am again,
to fight my lone bat-
tle the big bad world,

through the es of the on
fri | lumm left — ﬂ?e

'
%tﬂ' haﬂn% attended the
best schools, 1 felt that my
daughtelr: too should have

ess — disre the
fact that with a rmn%.ﬁrfjtl::giﬁun

fee, one can pay for a post-grad-

- - — -— — - =

version of the waters to atleast
two more states of India geo-
graphically located at the upper
catchments. Therefore, and the
practical situation being taken
into prime consideration, our
full requirement of water can-
not be met. However, the
oodwill, the Government of

est Bengal may condescend to
part with an equitable quantum
of the waters purely on human
grounds. In this, the proposed
technical experts' committee of
the two countries may be ex-
pected to come up with a rea-
sonably tangible solution of the
problem permanently as al-
ready 'agreed between the two
Foreign Ministers sitting in
Dhaka.

The salient feature of the re-
cently concluded ap% arently
intimate discussion between
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad and his Indian counter-
part Mr | K Guijral ma‘y be traced
in the observation of the latter
during his pre-departure Press
Conference in Dhaka. Mr Gu-
jral had categorically stated
that there was no point in re-
maining tied to thinking and
stubbornness of the past. In-
stead, he foresaw, the new Gov-
ernments of the two countries
were capable of forging new di-
mension leading to a perma-
nent solution of the issue once
for all.

From the foregoing it shall
be clear that the West Bengal
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu has
been, undoubt . a most vital

factor in the Indian politics.
More so, when the state of West
Bengal has been inextricably
connected with the issue of the
Ganges' water. So, it would be
pointless to harp on the e
syndrome deterring the
progress so far achieved to-
wards solving the problem
permanently. We can scarcely
imagine the stand of Begum Zia
in such practical situation if
she was in power today. One can
recall, stilﬁnin utt:r dismay,
that during her time. she forgot
altogether to raise the issue
when she met the then Premier
PV Narasimha Rao in New
Delhi. She takes pride in claim-
ing that it was she and she
alone who brought the Farraka
issue in the UN eral Assem-
bly in her (futile) bid to inter-
nationalize it to the embar-
rassment of the erstwhile In-
dian government. Her forget-
fulness in the bi-partite meet-
ing with Mr Rao; subsequently,
was a veritable hoax in as much
as that it was rather a deliber-
ate and pre-meditated overture.
She knew it fully well that the
Indian Prime Minister. despite
his tacit willingness to solve
the problem earlier, would have
cold-shouldered her if she
raised it. Still then her blunt
reply to a question from the
Press feigning forgetfulness,
seemed to be yet another un-

palatable trick to hoodwink the
p-mph at large

It was a table folly that

would never behove any Head of
the Government at nny point nf
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Everything seemed fine, un-
til the school decides to extend
into 'Senior Section' with a few
highly 'Phoren’ trained teach-
ers — and over 30 cent of the
students 'FLUNK'! That may
sound — but, when a
student's attendance is almost
100 per cent (with 7 to 8 hours of
school): attends extra classes in
school and does her assign-
ments; | feel betrayed.

Parents trust a school to
their children the proper
cation (without of course en-
quiring about the qualification,
caliber, or ex ence of the
teachers): and not to be told af-

ler 12 years in the same school,
that their child is "of average
capability”, "much below
Level requirenmnt“. “Is wnlting
her time.” and many such ad-
verse and insinua remarks.,
That too would have toler-
able if the teachers felt the least
bit responsible for a child's
failure, perhaps a little 'sorry’
too, (it's too much to expect —
being ashamed).

Now that 8 out of 26 students
have been asked to t the
;,rear (not cons t this

ha news' was to them
on the day t registered for a

‘field trip' to Chittagong!); they

ry well be asked to leave
the school (in order to uphold
the school's reputation’) — and

may ve

that perhaps may be the best

thing the m:hnni id for them in
12 years.
Munirul Haque
House : 367, : 28
DOHS (New), Dhaka
Finest

Sir, Mr Aziz-ul Haq deserves
sincere thanks from your read-
ers for throwing a timely ‘spot-
light' on the career of one of our

ustrious sons, alas now dead!,
Justice Mohammad Ibrahim
(The Daily Star 13.10.96). | had
the opportunity, lunﬂ)r ., in
1956. to hear Justice t
the Curzon Hall where erstwhile
Pakistan's education minister
Mr Basanta Kumar Das was the
chief guest at an informal
reception arran by the then
Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
Unlﬂ:rlil}r It was my first
assignment for PID
nnd because of the thrill | could
not resist my temptation to
uote Justice Ibrahim who
bed B K Das (of Sylhet) -

one of the "finest gentlemen” of

our country.

Mr Aziz-ul Haq has rightly
observed that Justice Ibrahim
was a "man of integrity — clean

in thoughts, words and deeds”
as well as "a man of few words
but very effective uh&r:uentmg
his H'.‘r.n: in a nu My as-
sessment of Justice Ibrahim,
whom | saw from a distance for
a long time, is that he, too, was
one of the “finest gentlemen”
who had a dream that our peo-
ph: will one day inculcate the
spirit of the "human values of
co-existence, cooperation and
mutual respect” as has been
aptly recalled by the writer.

Abdul Kader
Bashabo, Dhaka

A shame to police
force

Sir. We are alarmed by the
growing incidents of crime
committed by sonnel
and resent it. at hnpr

a Chowdhury in
golh:t custudy at Raozan in
is unbelievable. It is
ust er a horror story, where a
uman being suddenly turns
into a devil.

Crimes committed by po-
licemen are hundred times
more deplorable than r:rlmu
committed by mnunnn

because m tn

protect
any situation. Iftht prmmm

time. And now she is finding
fault with the decision of the
present Government to dispatch
Abdus Samad Azad to Calcutta
instead of New Delhi.

Barring the inevitable de-

parture in the usual tocol,
there could not be bad
about it to be cri . After all,

it was the national interest that
was on the top of everything to
:gé\:d the ruﬂl.]:l of protocol.

to it, the towering per-
sonality of the man Azad met in
Calcutta in the course of a shut-
tle diplomacy, could be ade-
quate to i the hypothetical
smallness of our Foreign Min-
ister.

Parallel to the scenario
above, one is apt to of the
BNP Ch the In-
dian Foreign Minister | K Gu-
ral called on her. She could not

ide her own failure on the
Ganges water issue to the Indian
diplomat and was il;ll her usual
bluntness sta that nothing
less than B-E{Itill]ngum of water
would be table to her. In
this, and in the back of her
mind, a sort of complacency
that she was indeed a binding
factor in the solution of the
problem, was more than overtly
expressed. The Indian F
Minister was visibly embar-
rassed by her observations. She
could herself in
a diplomatic manner without
taking to an obtrusive path.

It may however, be argued
that the issue of water sharing

rﬁ mainly a central subject,
the aloguc with the prwlnﬁn‘l

paper works, delay in
t of

one hand, and veterinary doc-
tors and assistants on the
other

Administrative

Incoher-

redtapilm and file sh
whh':h leads to waste :fmﬂme
. Further. the gov-

ernment not have clearly
delineated cattle development
and

policy, breedi H
milk ruducﬂmn!nlﬂo i

ted prndlul:ctum. -
tegra t and
output pricing and mmm
system. When Mafia
take away cattle or stop La
milk su van for ransom the

gnrw:mmt like police

Iry‘ru.su‘ttnn What is most
crucial for both and
agro-based industries across
the country is infrastructure.
Availability of road and water
transport, telecommunica-
tions. cold storage and graim
silos facilities are the most vi-

tal elements in the development
of these sectors.

Conchading Observations
has been caught
in a double : and ex-
tcmﬂ]f have 58 mnde-h
out o traps, Bangl

has to accelerate its rate of ex-
port growth, investment, pro-
ductive em t of ¢
labour and land which will au-
tomatically alleviate poverty.
For this to ha . develop-
ment activities have to be
shifted from urban centres to
the rural areas where land and
labour are available in relative
abundance. This will

an opportu to produce on a
vast-scale Itural and
non-agricultural outputs at
cheaper costs than in the urban-
centred industrial areas which
will boost exports as well as
domestic production, employ-
ment, income and consum-
ption. But there are some

uhlta:lutntJHdﬂdapluﬂltnl
the latter at its t

g:obhmnnf qrufiud
eed. bank loans,

services and infrastructural fa-
cilities. On top of these, there is
also the administrative inco-
herence. The sho-
uld address itself to these

problems at the earliest

tuni flr.'ﬂltltl':lrl.lﬁl.ll
rou dcvdoprrmntufﬂum
omy so as to get out the double

trap that the country has gotten
into.

Chief Minister can hardly

any positive result. In um
context, the Government deci-
sion to send Abdus Samad Azad
to Calcutta can be

Still then, there is no scope to
underestimate the involvement
of West Bengal and even other

Indian states lying on the
tributaries of the m

chances of reaping

through such an approach are
thou remote and unpre-
di . there could be no harm

in talking to Mr Basu which
would eventually remove much
of the hurdles in the settlement
of the issue with the Indian
Government.
The stark reality to be faced
is the scanty dis-
bﬂn?fn%h water in the
river for navigation of
the a]cutta port. Tht
quantum of water for
Bangladesh after their own ne-
cessity is met, may not be at all
adequate. In that event, the
g Il of the new Govern-
ment of India shall be of no
. We shall be back
to square one. but it must
ment the necessi
for alternatives wi
phical boundaries to oflset
the malevolent impact of Far-
raka barrage.

Concurrently, there shall
have to be renewed endeavours
lo persuade the Indian Govern-
ment to re-allocate the Ganges
water to the states in the u
catchments so that the
downwards may be bigger in
volume to feed West Bengal and

adesh on a reasonable

basis. We can only hope
for the best out of the present

grime. uncertain situation. It is
of no use to be emotionally
overcharged since it will lead us

nowhere.
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hcmmc abusers then to whnm
ple will turn to? It must had
nightmarish to the vie-
tims, and will forever remain
SO.

Those four policemen who
are guilty of an unspeakable
crime must be given lary
punishment so that others
never dare think of doing any-
thing out of the way.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

" Birds seized at ZIA

Sir., This refers to a news
item in your issue of 6th Octo-
ber 1996. It is simply
comprehension of mi;
society to imagine the tra.;lt:
death of half of 5000 seized
birds, mostly Munias at the zoo.

These figures are indeed a .I.ﬂ
to the nation which
protect the wild life of the
country. Since they were local
birds, why were they taken to
the zoo instead of them
free in their natural habitat?
There has been no news cov-
erage on this wild life smug-
ghng at Zia International Air-
port and as such we are not
amnftlmfnenfthem ~
However, since the

jed at the Dhaka Zoo, one

tends to suspect if the birds died
at all or were they again smug-
out. It is indeed a surprise

at the zoo authorities are
keeping quiet about the issue
have not given any state-
ment. We would like to know

why the birds died*and what
Ercv:ntln measures were

. We would also like to

know the fate of the remaining
birds.

| appeal to the Members of

the Parliament, m love na-
ture, for the following

ﬂlnmmtt 'lhtllﬂ.ll‘ll‘ﬂ
ders, if any, to

lllk and disclose the names of
the sm
against

and action taken

b) Rch:ue the remaini

birds in their natural habita
and

well-

to release ensure their
ing.
c) Issue instructions to thl
not to hand over
local birds to the zoo but
immediate release of

the birds in their natural habi-
tat.

| appeal to the societies

tecting wild life to come -
ward and save the remaining
birds at the Zoo.

L A Ahmed



