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Rorant Fertility Decline r cent of adult females in
in angladesh are now literate,

As can be seen from the
Table, fertility in Bangladesh

A Caring Society is N

eeded to Spread 2-Child Family Norm

and if high drop-out rates of
over 40 per cent continue, it

has been declining since the ood Aminul Islam would take a time to im-
1960s. The decline ac- by Mahm . wnrenoant mece hossikil rove the female literacy rate.
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tion. When | asked them how

47.40 and 45.90 respectively in

nancies as a definite disadvan-

demand for family plannin

and redistributive policies

current population growth rate

Education : Since the 1980s,

adopting and enforcing other

many children each of them 495 . c4rding to BBE Statis-  tage. services pushing up the use of when the official family plan- - of Kerala is 1.23 (based on crude  Bangladesh has taken initia-  M€asures. which will give job
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strict family size displayed by
these young parenis coming

more liberated and enjoy a
freedom of movement which
was unthinkable a decade ago.

pressure and consequent readi-
ness of married couples to limit
family size, the increasing mo-

to 70 cent and sus-
tained at that level for reaching

55.1 per cent peo
ate in 1961 and 60.4 per
1971 compared to 24.0 per cent

cent in

Population Data, Office of the
Registrar General and Census

ng it compulsory
for all 6-10-year-old children.
In order to encourage female

cultural labour. In the banking
sector, reforms will be neces-
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of fertility reduction through
contra . It seems, their
instinct for survival influenced

ried women including unedu-
cated women, singly or jointly,

often decide on contraception
and. therefore, number of chil-

ceptive services, account for the
steady. indeed accelerated, de-
cline in fertility in Bangladesh.

and Family Welfare, Dhaka).
Kerala experience : We may

discuss the possibilities of rea-
ching the a dcmugra‘phic

rate in Kerala was 66 cent in
1981 compared to 25 in India.
The improvement in literacy
level was faster in Kerala than

gramme, Zachariah says that
the programme impact would
have been much smaller and

of-school children and illiter-
ate juveniles and adults had
been started.

As a result of these efiorts,

Bangladesh has yet to go a
long way to reach the replace-

ment level of fertility and sta-
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Child Development and Learning

unders
and skills required for the 21st

of the knowledge

“1 liked that adults gave im-
rtance to children and were

pants her wish to study further
and to become a doctor.

date a growing student popula-
tidn. as well as the urgent need
to meet the educatio needs of
hard-to-reach children, such as
those in tribal communities
and the disabled. In addition.
millions of working children
are growing up without the ba-

conomic conditions in today's
Bangladesh are not conducive
to rapid fertility decline as will
be evident from the following.

. Health : Considering the
motivational wvalue of child
survival and mother's health

education which, of late, is re-
ceiving lot of attention. But in-
spite of improvements of wom-
en's status in the society remain
quite low. They are paid lower

for the same work and of-
ten fall victims to domestic tor-
tures and violence. This un-

tion for all’. In other words ev-
erybody should be able to see a
more secure future,

The policy reforms would
have a better chance to succeed
if the government follows the
basic principles of rule of law,

Ministry of Education, and century, and to explore alterna- so friendly to us.” said Manjila Participants examined both sic knowledge and skills neces- for couples wanting to kc:g dermines their role as wife and decentralised Administration
UNICEF resulted in a common  tive systems to accelerate child  Begum. age 10. who lives in a  the rtunities and needs for g,y (0 develop their J:nolential- their family size small MC mother. and constitutes an ob-  with strengthened local bodies,
plan and vision for the future, development and to improve sweepers colony in Dhaka. "I  child development and learning Observations made by par- | has been integrated with the stacle to raising planned fam- and transparency and effi-
says a release. the quality of primary educa- feel very proud to have been in Bangladesh. Current chal- = gjcipants were revealing. espe- | family planning programme ily. Laws relating to registra-  ciency in transacting official

At g:.:]n.mg ceremony on here.” She shared with partici- lenges include increasing pres- those of children. For ex- | since 1976. MC ces are tion of marriage and minimum  business. For establishing rule

11 October. Joint Secretary of
Primary and Mass Education
and C of the Steering
Committee for the Conference,
Mr Sadiqul Hoque, stated, "As
the Government is formulating
a new education policy. this

tion in Bangladesh.
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ample. children hoped that cor-
al punishment would end in
all schools. Policy makers saw
other areas where more action
could be taken. such as increas-
ingg community interest:

uggestions to improve the

provided in the rural areas at
the thana health complex and
union family welfare clinics.
These services remain partly
unutilised due to a combination
of circumstances like distance
from the clinics/health com-

age at marriage are not strictly

enforced to the disadvantage of
WOINer.

Redistributive and welfare

: As stated earlier. a

eepening instinct of survival

has been mainly responsible

of law and ensuring trans-
parency in administration, it is
essential to appoint an om-
budsman for which there has
been a persistent demand.

The recent accelerated de-
cline in fertility in Bangladesh

Cornderence will help us um- situalion covered a wice spec plex coupled with r trans- for generating a high de d 1
mensely, bccauac;#_# trum, starting from prc-r:alal port ties, i nce about for contraception among G- g:ﬂ:{::?wﬂkﬁeﬂ;ﬁﬁﬂ?
all the possible py have care and plannéd ancies. ' | the availability of services, ab- les mclading peon oouples. ast 61 é'pépulh;ﬁﬂﬁ' problem

been discussed.

Educators, polity-makers,
development partners, parents
and — for the first time in such
a meeting — children, spent
three dng‘ in intense lo-
ration, brainstorming, and
planning to seek a common
ﬁunﬂ from which to move

together. Represent
different social sectors an
coming from all regions of the
country, they formed a micro-
cosm of the society at large.
constructed joint histo-
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Many concrete proposals were
made, including promoting
“lively, joyful and participatory
learning through teacher train-
ing in multiple ways of learn-
ing”. and "setting up a resource
centre at schools as an infor-
mation base for the commu-
nity.

Barmana Bhowmick, age 11.
from Rajshahi. thought that
having computers. televisions.
and educational programmes
on TV was important because
‘everything in the world today

| sence of efficiént referral sys-

tem for women with obstetrical
complications, insufficient
supply of medicine and other
provisions including water and
electricity, staffing problems,
general backwardness of large
segment of population who are
illiterate superstitious, dis-
criminatory treatment towards
poor clients.

Due mainly to inadequacies
of MCH services the current in-
fant morality rate per thousand
live births has not come down

is welgomqg trend has to be
nurtured by protecting the pgor
and the powerless against so-
cial injustice and economic in-
security. In a pre-dominantly
agrarian society as in Bangla-
desh. access to land determines
a family's survival and secu-
rity. But unfortunately landle-
ssness is on the increase in
Bangladesh. In a recently-held
workshop in Dhaka "Approval
of ILO Convention for the Farm
Labourers in the Perspective of
Socio-economic Condition of

the country is facing today. Ac-
cording to the official C{;m:- ec-
tion (Achievements and Chal-
lenges, Bangladesh Family
Panning Programme, published
by the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, April 1994),
even if the total fertility rate
could be brought down to re-
placement level of 2.2 births per
women by 2005, population
would continue to grow for the
next 60 years and stablilise at
211 million by the year 2056.

With a 10-year delay in reach-
ries, drew a a mapof F A =@ 444 WYL R AL PR is about computers. and | like | appreciably in Bangladesh and  Bangladesh and Formulation of
the mvumun:; of child devel- them.” is-estimated at 78 (83 in rural Laws on That Basis", it was rev- ltll'lljé this ll”tlgucedw;'el;télit}' Iev;:].
opment and . acted out e The meeting, formally | areas). one of the highest in the  ealed that landlessness which population would grow o

tify alternative learning oppor-
tunities: create cross-sectoral

Manzila Akhter, a 10-year-old girl-child of Class 3, from
School (Dhaka), actively partcipating in the Future Search Conference.

opened on 12 October by Mr

HK Sadique. Minister of Ed-
ucation, Primary and Mass Ed-
ucation and Science & Technol-
ogy. was held at the Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel. A follow-up

gaih-rrlgﬁ is planned to be held
in 1996,

|

world. According to the World
Bank (Bangladesh : An Agenda
For Action, 1996). it is six times
higher than in Sri Lanka and
one-third higher than in India.
The chances of child survival is
adversely affected by mother's
death and morbidity. The cur-

ntertainment Guide

was 8 cent in 1947 rose to 34
per cent in 1972, and presently
it is 68.8 per cent.

Need for a Caring Society

Both education specially fe-
male education and health spe-
cially MCH are important de-

250 million in 2081 before it
stabilises.

The writer. a retired Addi-
tional Secretary to the Gou-
ernment, served as Director,
Bangladesh Family Planning
Board in the early 1970s.
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