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Forces loyal Io_Masood retake Bagram ai_r bas_e_

US calls for national govt in Kabul

WASHINGTON, Oct 16: The
United States has called for a
national government 11
Afghanistan. representing all

the ethnic and religious groups.
and r nition and implemen-

tation ol the rights of women.
reports FTIL.

US policy in these terms was
expressed by Assistant Secre
tary of State lor South Asia
Robin Raphel in an interview
on Asia s Worldnet.

Raphel stated that the US
wholeheartedly supports the
view that no one group can run
the government of Afghanistan
We believe. said Raphel. that
whatever government structure
is set up, it has to be representa-
tive of all the ethnic and reli-
gious ETOUups inside
Afghanistan.

She also called for an end to
all putside support to any grouj

in Alghanistan and recognisaed
the UUN's role

Raphel stressed that the US
does nol support any individual
or any gmup in Alghanistan
She said that there has been
misunderstanding over the US
dialogue with various Afghan
groups

We have worked over the lasi
three or four years to develo
and maintain contacts with dﬁ
the different groups, and that
has included the Taliban We
lrave had a dialogue with them

and we will continue to have a
dialogue with them. she re
marked.

Al the same time she said we
will also continue to talk with
Masood's group. with Dostum
Al so on, because we believe
that it is important that there
be a negotiated settlement Ev
eryvone would have to partig

S ujh

New cabinet formed in Kuwait:

Kuwait's Crown Prince and Prime Minister, Sheikh Saad al
Abdullah al-Sabah. announced a new 14 member cabinet on
Tuesday with new defence interior and oil ministers, AFF
reports from Kuwait City.

The new cabinet includes many previous appointees and
consists of four Members of Parliament (MPs) and 10 other
people. The selection of the new cabinet. which comes after
elections to the 50-seat National Assembly, left the foreign
affairs. finance and information portfolios unchanged. They
were held by members of the ruling family.

25 kg heroin seized in India:

Indian customs officials and border guards seized 25 kg (55 Ib)
of heroin in a search near the Pakistani border, the Press Trust
of India (PTI) said on Tuesday, Reuter reports from New Delhi.

It said customs authorities and the border security force
seized the heroin valued at an international street price of
around 250 million rupees (7.0 million} on Sunday crurmg a
search at Abdullah village near the Pakistani border close to
Jammu, winter capital of the state of Jammu and Kashmir.

Road mishap claims 13 in Java:

A train rammed into a bus at a railway crossing in Central
Java, leaving 13 people dead, reports said yesterday, AFP
reports from Jakarta.

The train serving the route between Surabaya in East Java
and Purworkerto in Central Java hit a bus at an unguarded
crossing in Karanganyar district on Tuesday, the Kompas daily
said. Thirteen bus passengers were killed in the accident while
10 others sustained serious injuries.

Brazil opens AIDS hotline: 1.

overnment is taking calls on a new AIDS hotline — and
elding protests about an explicit AIDS prevention manual
handed out in public schools. AP reports from Brasilia.

The iree. 24-hour phone service is an attempt to break the
taboo that still surrounds the disease in Brazil. one of the world
leaders in AIDS. According ta United Nation figures, Brazil has

wre’ than 425,000 cases. "Many people are reluctant to ask
about AIDS.," said Health Hinisttr ~Adib Jatene. wh

inaugurated the hotline on Tuesday. "Our goal is to effer in-
formation and solidarity.”

pute n that negotiation. That
liias been our approach.

We believe thal there is no
solution te Alghanistan to be
found on the battlefield. There
needs to be negotiation, she
added.

Calling for an end to all for-
eign support to various
it Afghanistan. she saild there
are outside governments who
have been involved with all the
different factions in
Afghanistan and we have con-
stantly urged them bilaterally

and in conjunction with the
anntual resolution at the UN

On the guestion of 'ak-
istan s support 1o Taliban she
said it has been saul that Pak-
istan has supported the Tal-

iban | think there s no doubt
Lt some amount of support
has comne to the Taliban but it is
equally true that support has

representing all groups

come for all the groups she
said.

Despite the dramatic events
in the last few days in
Afghanistan. she said, US in-
terests have been and remain
the same, we believe very
strongly that the unity and ter-
ritorial integrity of
Afghanistan must be :

Concerning recent Taliban
actions in Kabul, she said we
have been very disturbed by
early action on the part of the
Taliban authorities in Kabul
The brutal execution of the So-
viel-era president, Najibullah.
and the very strict proclama-
tions on women — this has been
shocking .

Expressing regret over the
harsh flundamentalist rules she
said we believe very stronglv in
A policy of no reprisals against
other groups and that the

women must be free to work and
g0 to school.

Noting that international
relief agencies working in
Afghanistan need hf‘han
women working for tgem-
Raphel said if the Taliban au-
thorities in Kabul want the in-
lernational community to sup-
port them and to help recon-
struct Afghanistan, t%t}r will
need to adjust these policies

AFP adds: Former Afghan
government forces have recap-
tured the key military air base
of Bagram from the Taliban
militia, an AFP correspondent
who witnessed the fighting re-

ported today.
Hundreds of well armed
fighters, loyal to former defence

minister med Shah Masood

enitered the northern end of the

rt;uw in the early hours of Tues-
av
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Protest against
education policy,
150 held in Lahore

ISLAMABAD Mt 16 A po-
lice « rackdown m the Pakistan
city ol Lahore netted more than

150 students protesting against
the government s education -

icy and unrest occurred else-
where as well. police and offi-
cials said today. reports AFP
Some 5.000 people protest-
ing against a government deci-
sion to privatise education in-
stitutions in the Punjab
province attacked ice sta-

tions and also set about a
dozen government vehicles. of-
ficials said.

Scores of were injured

in Lahore. the second largest
city. when police tried o break
up a demonstration Tueﬁy l:z
Islammi Jamiat Tuleba | :
youth-wing of the country's
main tion fundamental-
ist party. the Jamaat-i-Islami.
witnesses said.

Officials said around 150
demonstrators were taken into
custody while the LJT said more
than 200 youths had been ar-
restior|

Students protesis over the
tuition increases also occurred
in other cities in the province.

eru pose for photographers during a photo session at the Miss International beauty pageant contest in a Tokyo hotel
on Tuesday. 51 contestants will be trying for the 1996 Miss International in the final October 27, — AFP/UNB photo

Pope John Paul II (L) embraces anl.:.l.kiﬁ.s.l-es Italian Pro-

siniiakd

fessor Francesco Crucitti (R), the surgeon who operated
him, as the Pontiff leaves the "Agostino Gemelli"
hospital in Rome, Tuesday. Pope John Pual II has been
hospitalised Rome ten days ago for medical checks and an

appendix removal.

— AFP/UNB photo

Somali faction leaders sign
ceasefire agreement

NAIROBI Oct 16: Three lead
ing Somali faction leaders
signed a ceasefire agreement
Tuesday that could bring an end
to six vears ol civil war that
have laid waste to the African
nation. a faction official said,
reports AP.

“The cease-fire will begin at
midnight October 17 and all
sides will continue their nego-
tiations” said Mohammed H.
Addo, deputy chairman of the
United Somali Congress, the
party of Ali Mahdi Mohamed,
who controls the northern half
quMngadishu. the Somali capi-
tal.

The agreement mediated by
the Kenyan government. was
reached after shuttle negotia-
tions in at least three Nairobi
hotels. The leaders had been

talking for about a week.

The agreement was si by
Hussein Aideed. son ol the late
Gen. Mohamed Farrah Aideed.
his fathers' former ally Osman
Hassan Ali. known as Atto, and
Ali Mahdi Mohamed.

Aideed and Atto have been
fighting for control of south
Mogadishu.

The ment calls for the
dismantling of blockades
within Mogadishu. which have

‘divided the city into sectors.

and roadblocks into the city
[rom main roads leading out
into the country. It was not
clear when the blockades would
be taken down.

Aideed succeeded his father,
Gen. Mohamed Farrah Aideed.
August 4 as head of the most
powerful Somali faction. The

elder Aideed died after a fight
wilh Atto's lorces.

Since he assumed power, the
younger Aideed has been giving
mixed signals on peace with Ali
Mahdi and Atto. The son's as-
sumpltlion to power., however,
seems to have led to a greater
willingness to negotiate.

A power struggle among ri-
val faction and clan leaders has
carved the country of 8 million
people into a collection of fief-
doms with no central govern-
ment. More than 350,000 So-
malis have died from the fight-
ing and famine.

Violence is commonplace in
Mogadishu. Last week, at least
sevenn people were killed and
more than 20 wounded in fight-
ing that apparently erupted as
Aideed was flying to Nairobi.

| 14 Tamil refugees

Lebed defends peace plan at
closed-door Duma hearings

MOSCOW. Oct 16: Russia's
national security chiefl Alexan-
der Lebed went to parliament on
Tuesday to defend his Chechen
peace deal and told lawmakers
there was no chance of a mili-
tary victory in the breakaway
republic, reports AP.

At a closed-door hearing,
demanded by Lebed following
harsh criticism of the peace
plan by lawmakers earlier this
month, the former general said
conflicts such as Chechnya
must be resolved quickly or
they will drag on for years,

"5Such conflicts are either re-
solved in 42 hours or are fought
for 48 years,"” he said, according
to legislators present at the

session.

He later told the newspaper
Trud that he was unfairly
grilled by lawmakers. "It unex-
pectedly came clear that few
people are satisfied with the es-
tablishment of peace in Chech-
nya."

He said the lawmakers asked
him "insidious questions,” such
as whether he had a conscience
or how many faces he had.

As part of the August deal
brokered by Lebed, Russia
agreed to withdraw its troops,
and the issue of Chechnya's sta-
tus was put off for five years.
Politicians in Moscow later
criticized the deal; Interior
Minister Anatoly Kulikov said

it amounted to “high treason.”

Prior to the hearing, Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin ordered his
top officials. including Prime
Minister Viktor Cher-
nomyrdin, to stop public bick-
ering over Chechnya,

"In this light. Yeltsin ordered
Chernomyrdin, Lebed and
Kulikov to work out an agreed

sition before today's Duma

earing on Chechnya, which
the did.” presidential
EED esman Sergei Yastrzhemb-
y told a news briefing.

Reporters were barred from
the four-hour session. Lebed ar-
rived through a back door and
left without comment.

killed in Boat .
capsize

COLOMBO, Oct 16: Fourteen
[}meople were drowned when a

at crowded with Tamil civil-
ians fleeing the fighting be-
tween government troops and
separatist rebels capsized oll
northwesternn Sri Lanka. oulli-
cials said Wodnesday. report
AP

Eight children. including
one 10-month-old baby and a 1-
year-old. were among the dead.
said military officials . who
asked not to be named. Four
women were also killed.

They were among 110 people

Ty . T

on board the small fishin
trawler when it capsize
shortly before dusk on Monday

just after it set off from Mannar
island.

Survivors were rescued by
other accompanying boats
wliich were also carrying
refugees, said the officials. The
hoats returned to the island.
230 kilometres (140 miles)
north of the capital. Colombo.

Jackson ordered

to appear in
Indian court

BOMBAY, OcL 16: Pop super-
star Michael Jackson, set to
perform for the first time in
India. has been ordered to ap-
pear in court here, officials said
today, reports AFP.

Jackson, currently on a
world tour, has been told to ap-
pear on October 29 — on the eve
of the first to two concerts he is
due to in this western city —
in connection with a row be-
tween two firms over the pro-
motional use of his name.

"We have not yet served the
summeons to Jackson. It will be
done through the United States
consulate here,” lawyer Mukesh
Vashi for the Surlux Business
Group told AFP,

|
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Laterborns are more likely
to be rebels

CAMBRIDGE. Massachusetts: Charles Darwin was one. So
were Nicholas Copernicus, Benjamin Franklin and Bill Gates.
They all were “laterborns™ — that is. they had at least one older
sl And they all were revolutionaries. reports AP.

In . laterborns are up to 15 times more likely than first-
borns to resist authority and break new ground. says Frank J.
Sulloway. a research scholar at the Massachusetts Institute of

being released this week, Sul-

ity or class.
He spent 26 years studying the lives — and birth orders — of
6.566 historical to reach his conclusions.

3 ‘EﬂlﬂdthmﬂﬂlldEHIat be-
come the most revolutionary thinker in the 19th century? he

said.
Darwin. the first to ch the belief that God created the
world with his of evolution. was the fifth of six children.

Most of his opponents were firstborns.

Sulloway used Darwin's survival of the fittest theory to illus-
trate how siblings develop such different personalities. In order
to co e for scare family resources like parental love. he
uyth . Children learn to carve out a niche to get out of childhood
alive.

Firstborns are more likely to identify with their parents.
power and authority. Sullowav savs. They tend to be more as-
seTi Ve, rh:_l'nmrm! Mf‘i(f"“ MM 1S

Firstborns inclunde Franklin D Roosevelt. Winston
Churchill and Joseph Stalin. Hillary Clinton. Oprah Winirey
and OJ Simpson prosecutor Marcia Clark.

o - -
Qiqi recovers from liver
WUHAN: The world's only adopted Yanotze dolphin has re-
cnv:rre:r I'rumriim }EI.L::IH and diabetes, according to re-
searchers at the Wu Research Institute of .
kg ute of Hydrobiology. re
The dolphin, named ., Was ed by the research insti-
tute in January of 1980. It fell ill in April for the second time in
nearly 17 years.
For months, several experts from the research institute gave
up their spare time to mw'ulﬂe.
8 in Japan. the United tes, and Hong Kong, Taiwan.
and elsewhere in China also offered 8. vi :
for the treatment of 's ililnesses. N §inaom

The now-healthy n leads a normal life at the research
institute, located in central China's Hubei Province.

Thieves steal world's only
stegosaurus footprints

PERTH: The world's only known set of slegosaurus foot-

nis — left by the dinosaur some 130 million years ago — have
n stolen from aboriginal land north of Broome in Western

Australia, AP.

According to a for the Kimberley Land Coun-
cil. the theft of the dinosaur prints were discovered on
a \isit to the sacred site late last week.

Power tools were apparently used to remove the footprints
I’rnu'l_nl::rﬂ rock.

' ts have great spiritual significance for our peo-
% h Roe. the custodian of the sacred site, said Tuesday.

e ur whoever has taken them to immediately return the

fossils to the site.

Suu Kyi holding meetings
amid military blockade
outside her home

BANGKOK, Oct 16: Myanmar
opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and officials of her Na-
tional League for Democracy
(NLD) have holding regular
meetings despite a military
blockade outside her home,
sources said today. reports AFP.

Aung San Suu Kyi held a se-
ries of meetings this week with
members of the NLD Central
Executive Committee to map
out strategies in response to a
recent crackdown against the
nl:lpﬂsitinn, ayY n-based an-
alyst said by El:?mc.

Military authorities rein-
stalled a barricade manned by
armed riol police at the ap-
proaches to Aung San Suu Kyi's
suburban home Saturday in an
effort to stop a meeting of some
300 NLD supporters from tak-

ing Eam.
to San Suu 's
house has bcﬂu;:f reﬂrictedxﬂtu

even close aides but she has
been able to leave her com-
pound, allowing her to held
party meetings elsewhere in
Yangon, the analyst said.

Analysts in Y said the
meetings of the Central
Executive Committee were

aimed at showing the main op-
position party could still func-

ton despite the elforts of the
authorities to shut it down.
"Basically the is the
., saild one diplomat.
"This is one of the few things
they can do — hold their meet-

Details of the subjects of the
meetings were not immediately
available.

Death toll in d_eﬂguc fever rises to 160

Delhi court orders quick
eradication of disease

MNEW DELHIL Oct 16: As the
death toll in the dengue lever
outbreak rose to 160. a New
Delhi court directed authorities
to intensify efforts to eradicate
the disease-carrying mosquito,
officials said Wednesday, re-
ports AP

About 3,000 people have
come down with the fever in the
last two months. Many others
are being treated at private hos-
pitals. Four persons died Tues-
day night. raising the death
toll. Details from many hospi-
tals were not immediately
available,

For several days now. the
governinent has urged the 10
million residents of New Delhi

Lo drain water lrom air coolers,
flower vases and Lo clear stag-
nant pools where mosquitoes
breed. It also advised them to
wear clothes that cover arms
and legs.

Local officials have asked
the army to give them six trucks
to carry insecticide spraying
equipment. The Times of India
newspaper said.

Poor sanitation. ineffective
mosquito control and urban de-
cay had contributed to the
spread of the disease this year,
said V. Ramalingswami, a for-
mer chief of the Indian Council
ol Medical Research, the gov-
ernment's medical advisory
body.

Afghan women still use lipstick in

MAZAR-E-SHARIF,
Afghanistan, Oc¢t 16: It is as
colourless as the Central Asian
desert it borders. Its economy
trembles like the electricity in
its shops and homes. Yet Maz-
ar-e-Sharif is one of Afgh-
anistan's most attractive cities
— and a place where Afghan
women can walk about freely,
reports AP,

With Kabul in ruins and in
the hands of militant Taliban
h:ualims. the remote northern
city aspires to be Afghanistan's
ntlt;:cr capital.

Mazar-e-Sharif is the head-
quarters of Gen. Rashid Dos-
tum, the warlord who rules
northern Afghanistan and is
key to the national struggle for

gggtr. Compared with bul,
kilometres (190 miles)
I“:]ay. it is a bastion of liberal-

*'f‘hc Taliban have told

T'aliban free towns

women in the Af]
stay home, an
schools for girls.

In Mazar-e-Sharif, the
streets and bazaars are crowded
with women.

Many of them still observe
Afghanistan's Islamic tradition
? wearing a burga covering
them from their feet up to the
mesh screen across their eyes.

But not everywhere. At Balk
University, young women shed
their burgas when they enter
the gates, revealing fashionable
but modest dress, shoes with
raised heels and faces liberally
made up with lipstick, rouge
and mascara.

The different style of Mazar-
e-Sharif has nothing to do with
prnam}r. Aid workers say
this . like everywhere else
in war-ravaged Afghanistan
has no institutions that reall
work. Unemployment is hig

an capital to
have closed

and the local currency is virtu-
ally worthless.

Still, the city of 2 million
shows none of the physical
scars of the civil war that re-
dueed Kabul to heaps. Social
customs, such as allowin
women to study, recall Kabu
before the Taliban takeover.

Dostum's forces, mostly
Uzbeks from the mountains,
arouse fear and suspicion
among the mostly Tajik resi-
dents. Armed soldiers are ev-
erywhere, but the sound of gun-
fire is rare.

Life in the city — and its few
paved streets — radiate from the
:Frawllﬁ %ﬁnvtlled shrine of

azrat Al (R), the son-in-law of
the Prophet Mohammed (SM).

Taliban leaders say their
rules regarding women, includ-
ing forbidding foreign women
to drive cars, are in keeping
with the tenets of Islam. Other

Afghans argue that Islam de-
mands that women be educated
and given more freedom.

At Balkh University, 35 per
cent of the 6,000 students are
women, who study alongside
men, said university director
Ehsatullah Hameed.

"Education for men and
women is the same." he said.

The Taliban's control of
Kabul — as well as two-thirds of
the entire country — has unset-
tled many women here.

Belquis Hakimi, an engi-
neering student, was ready to
guit school, saying she would
never be able to work in the
hostile environment outside
Mazar-e-Sharif.

Since t;]l;e Taliban militia
captured ca on -
h-cgti'?. Dostum wfa
linchpin of the various forces

fighting that religious army.

'"US doing less to protect youngsters
from hunger'

WASHINGTON, Oct 16: Child
verty is greater in the United
tates than in other leading in-
dustrial countries and the gov-
ernment does less to protect
youngsters from hunger, says a
survey by Bread for the World
Institute, reports AP,
Twenty-two per cent of
Americans under age 18 live in
poverty and about 13 million —
more than one in four — under
age 12 are hungry or at risk of
hu . it said.

e institute's seventh an-
nual report on world hunger be-
ing issued Wednesday includes
scathing criticism of current
cuts in public assistance to the
poor to reform the US welfare
system and reduce dependence
on government.

| industrialised countries
are scaling back social pro-

ams but "the United States
as higher rates of childhood
hunger and has cut back more
drastically than any other in-

dustrial nation on programmes
that help children,” it said.

"Despite widespread skepti-
cism and criticism, govern-
ments have crucial roles to play
in reducing hunger and poverty"
by encouraging people to sup-

themselves while ensuring
that basic needs are met for
those who cannot secure their
own livelihoods,” said the 130-
page study titled "What Gov-
ernments Can Do."

It was Jmhlished by the non-
profit. in ndent institute in
cosponsorship with the Bread
for the World movement of
Christians against hunger and
three dozen other humanitar-
lan groups, major charities and
religious denominations.

e coalition has been
ressing political candidates
or commitments to eradicate

childhood hunger and will pub-
licize their n:mﬂ:l before the
November 5 election,

Most programs of the US

safely net constructed against
poverty since the Great -
sion have been successful and
must not be dismantled. the re-
port says.

Accusing many reformers of
exaggerating welfare abuses, the
report denounces “"those re-
sponsible for structuring the
economy so that people are
squeezed out and communities
devastated in pursuit of greater
profits for a few . . . "

Allowi the homeless to
wander freeze in the streets
and leaving children to go hun-
gry is a betrayal of "Jesus and
every other major religious fig-
ure,” it says.

The report draws f{rom
statistics gathered in Luxem-
bourg showing 22 per cent of
American youngsters under |8
living in poverty. Other indus-
trial countries and percentages
listed included: Canada and
Australia 14 per cent. Ireland
12, lsrael 11, Britain and Italy

10, Germany and France 7,
Netherlands 6. Norway 5. Bel-
ium and Luxembourg 4;
tzerland. Denmark, Sweden
and Finland all 3 per cent.

It concludes that a child liv-
ing in a wealthy US family is on
aver better off financially
than the typical wealthy child
in any other country but "the
average child in a low-income
US family is worse off than the

average child in 15 other
industrial countries.”
Swedish government eflorts

are rnmbgradumﬂl mdt d'uklm
cen
S % mmmﬁa at the bottom
of t list of industrial coun-
tries, with 15 per cent. After
Sweden come Denmark with 81
cent, Belgium and Finland
5. France 72 Luxembourg and
Britain 67. Norway 62. Ireland
60. Netherlands 57, lsrael 54,
Switzerland 40, Canada 389,
Australia 30, Germany 22, laly
17



