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Sunderland's Danus: Kub:ckl (L) and Mlddlashmugh s Ravanelli fight for the ball dunng
their English Premier league encounter at Roker Park, Sunderland on Oct 14. The game
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Inter to stand by Ince

MILAN, Oct 15:
Inter Milan are to
appeal against a
suspension
Ea Ince aﬂtr t.hlr:
der was arnt off at the weekend
alter being subjected to racist
abuse. reports .

The trouble started on Sat-
urday night when Piacenza de-
fender Gianpietro Piovani went
over to Ince and shouted racial
abuse at the Englishman as

waited for a corner kick.
responded by touching

Pigvani lightly on the shoulder
and his opponent. who has
since admitted faking injury,
dropped to the . Ince was » |
immediately given his march-
ing orders.

Under league

Irlﬂ meet on Wﬂ:ﬁl'msduy
to apply the relevant sanc-
tions — a one or two-day ban.
Clubs are then free to appeal
that verdict before the disci-
plinary committee on Frida
An Inter spokesman to the

news on Monday: "Our
lawyers are now preparing an
appeal - to the disciplinary
th!ﬂt;tme M*m Mt 2

" Club " president” Huh%"fmu
Moratti hﬂpCI rice’'s casé will
not even get that far.

"I m about his mﬂinﬂ
the Gazzetta de

;lSp;!-l 1 hnpc that he will be
ed by sporting judictnr}r I

hope then- Irill be an amnesty
for an offense which was never
committed.”

Inter face playing their

for

toughest match so far this sea-
son next weekend, against Eu-
ropean champions Juventus.
‘mllmut thf mﬂl'l wh-:‘: has I:u:—

Al Bl daigs

PAUL INCE
come the linchpin of their mid-
field.
Ince, who was subjected to
racial abuses from the crowd
against Cremonese last season.

was furious at Saturday night's
incidents.

"I'm sorty for myself because
I won't play against Juventus,”
said the former Manchester
United star.

“I'm sorry for the team. be-
cause they had to play a big part
of the match with 10 men and
I'm also sorry for the referee. He
did what he did only because
Viovani made it up.

"l didn't do anything wrong.
and I'm really angry with Pio-
vani, because first he insulted
me and afterwards he made a
real scene.

"I don't want to say what he
said to me, but after | went near
him., I just touched him on the
shoulder and he threw himself
on the ground.

"The linesman told him to
get up and not cause a scene. The
referee didn't see an "ﬁ:md
sent me off. It's unbe i

Piovani: who claimed that
Ince had earlier sworn at him
in English, admitted making
racist remarks and feigning
injury.

"It's true | insulted Ince be-
B 1 fhe nett.of benction thes
t's reaction

1ull-1 for asecond.,

"It's
times that a foreign player
would call me Italian shit," he
told the Gazzetta dello Sport.

As for the plaﬂ acting. he
told Tutto Sport: "He gave me a
flick of his hand, and at that
moment | had decided whether
to give him one back or throw
myselfl to the ground. [ chose the
second solution.”

Ajax's days as also-rans
#d

AMSTERDAM
Oct 15 (Reuter). An
exuberant blend
of talent. youth
and intelligence

- promidsed to usher
i an orange future” but Ajax
Amsterd.un, who strutted the
Europei stage for two glorious
seasoiis. have lost their shine

The 1995 World and Euro-
pean champions. dethroned by
Juventus last season only in a
penaity shoot-out, have splut-
tered and wheezed and already
look out of the reckoning for
ma titles.

pped apart by the Bosman

ruling on freedom of movement
for out-of-contract plavers and
uncomifortable in a 21st century
palace of a stadium. the Dutch
champions are in danger ol

shipping back a0t
COFMNOINE T~

Tha Litlosarpliy e
s inchined b H1jUurres

and transler have laken their
toll. while some mutier darkly
about the move to a towering
multi-million guilder stadium

The impressive arena_ built
to house the cream of Eu
soccer, is currently playing host
to mid-table mediocrity

The pitch is worn and ham-
Fel‘li Ajax's fluid style. while

lament the absence of his-
tory and air of invincibility
which the club had in their old
cramped headquarters at De
Meer.

After a miserable pre-season
Ajax have failed to fire in the
demestic c The games
into the chmpmnship they
are sixth in the First Division.
Sandwiched between Roda JC
Kerkrade and Vitesse Arnhem
with just 16 points.
l"ltAEl -0 away win at Auxerre in
t ureopean Cup Champions'
Lﬂt:m;pnm raﬂedw that

x's dismal early ue form

was misleading.

But defeat at home to
Grasshopper Zurich in the sec-
ond encounter means they have

no tee of a place in the
last eight of Eurupc': premier
club

More have
scored 10 Icagu: gnals And

that, observers say, is the crux
of their malaise

The Ajax machine continues
lo create chances. though not
quite as fluently as in the past
two seasons. but it has lost the
killer touch in front of goal.

Patrick Kluivert is sidelined
with a knee injury
which will keep him out until
November. Nigerian fellow
striker Nwankwo Kanu. whose
career is now threatened by a

heart detid | has gone Lo taly —

and the goals have dried up
M.t theamars, who  on
sung 1s mw ol the best wingers
in Europe, is a shadow of the
fluuaff player he was belore a
knee injury forced him into a
I““E lay -ofl
inn Jari Litmanen, scorer
of 19 European Cup goals has
carried injuries and lost confi
dence. while midfield motor
Edgar Davids was given away Lo
AC Milan in the close season
one of four stalwarts sacrificed
to the Bosman eflect
Replacements. such as Dutch

internationals Richard
Witschge and Peler Hoeksira
Argentine lvan Gabrich i
Brarzils Marvoowe beae boase il
oo darerer b by s
R B e O T

i Lhis werkerid s expecied Lo
b il bor most of the rest of the
SEASOLL

Nigerian Tyjani Babangida
signed from Roda JC o replace
Spain-bound Finidi Geurge. has
looked ill at ease in the rarefied
atmosphere of the Ajax camp
One glaring miss againsi
Grassl T seemed Lo sum up
his early contribution

Skipper Danny Blind. 35
nears the end of a distinguished
career and around him. the de
fence has had to adjust te the
loss of Michael Reimger an-
other who left for [taly s
Serie A '

Blind said last week he was
having a groin operation and
would miss up to three month
up. Dutch national physiother-

apist Frist Kessel has called [or
a simaller First Division to al
low players to recover and train
properly between matches

Weve gone beyond whal
rlayrn should have to endure,
e sald  “"Look at Ajax They
have a sensible policy (on rest
ing injured players) but there is
a risk attached It costs points ”

Dick van CGangelen of the
Dutch daily Algemeen Daghlad
says the number of Injuries is
Lthe key to Ajax s decline

"They are lorced to change
the team every week, so they
never get used (o playing the
sysietu they want to play like
they did last year when with
their eves closed everybody
Kiwew whial to do

o b Loais van Gaal. archi
et Lol Ajax s inost recent tn
winphs saud last week he would
leave Lthe club at the end ol the
SE AN )

Van Gaal took over as coach
Irom Leo Beenhakker in
September 1991 and led the club
1o three Dutch titles, the Euro
pean Cup and UEFA Cup as well
as assorted Dutch, Super and
other cups

The Dutch media said Johan
Cruvff was emerging as
favourile (o Lake over as coach
Lexl sedson 4l the club he
guuded. as a player. Lo three Eu:
ropean Cup triumphs in the
early 1970s.

Cruyff. coach at Ajax from
1985m to 1988, was sacked
Barcelona earlier this year af-
ter eight years in charge of the
Spanish club.

t#m:mlnr}

Afridi earns
Test cap

KARACHI, Oct 15:; Pakistan
Tuesday announced their team
for the first Test against visit-
ing Zimbabwe. taking in
Shahid Afridi who recently

smashed the world record for

fastest one-day international
century, reports AFP.

The team will be t:aptnin:d
by ace fast bowler Wasim

ram. The Test starts at
Sheikhupura in Punjab
province on Thursday.

Prolific batsman Inzama-
mul Haq's not included due to

injury.

" SQUAD
Wasim Akram (captain),
Aamir Sohail, Saeed war,
Shadad Kabir, ljaz Ahmad,

Salim Malik, Azam  Khan,
u{'uln Khan (wicketkeeper),
aqar Younis, Saqlain Mush-

taq, Shahid Nazeer and Shahid
Afridi.

Téndulkar

upbeat

HYDERABAD, Oct 15: Indian
skipper Sachin Tendulkar to-
day expressed confidence of
winning the inaugural match of
the Titan triangular cricket se-
ries against South Africa to be
}}l%d here on October 17, reports

Tendulkar, who arrived with
the Indian squad this morning,
looked positive after the
thumping seven-wicket victo
against Australia in the one-o
cricket Test in Delhi, and said
"We have come here to win."

To a 3 ery on whether Mon-
gia would open the Innmgs the

young akig per said don't
think s0,” but did not divulg:
any further details.

A trial by

TV camera!

GLASGOW, Oct 15: The all-
seeing eye of the television
camera cost Falkirk captain
Albert Craig a further two-
match suspension in Scottish
footballs' first trial-by-televi-
sion case, reports Reuter,

Craig had been called in
front of the disciplin com-
mittee of the Scottish Football
Association followi an inci-
dent involving Partick Thistle's
Gareth Evans when the clubs
met in

Both had been sent off but
Craig reached after Evans and a
further incident. captured by
the TV cameras but not wit-
nessed by any of the match 4ffi-
cials, took place in the tunnel
leading to the dressing rooms.

Cra was automatically
su for two for two
red cards and Evans for one
game for one red card.

But the SFA imposed an ex-
lra two-game ban after watch-
ing video pictures of the inci-
dent and Craig will now miss
the league matches st St

““%““" Tter T Hed & o
hearing

In nrmth:r case. Celtic man-
ager Tommy Burns was fined
3.000 pounds (4,700 dollars) by
the SFA for adopting an ngFrca
sive attitude towards referee
Stuart Dougal after Celtic's 1-1
draw with Kilmarnock last
April.

Kiwis call in
Young

WILLINGTON. Oct 15: Vet-
eran opening balsman Bryan
‘r’uunﬁ was Tuesday confirimed
to replace injured Blair Pocock
on the New Zealand cricket
team to visit Sharjah and Pak-
Istan from next month, reports
AP

Young had been on standby
for fellow opener Pocock since
the squad was named on Sept.
22 and was added to the squad
when It became clear Pocock
would nol recover in time from
surgery on his right shoulder

Young. 31, is slarting his
14th first class season and has
played in 18 Tests, scoring 1025
runs al 30 05 and 47 one-day
internationals

Hocock Is Lthe second player
lo withdraw from the tour
Medium-pacer Chris Pringle
pulled out last week with an
ankle injury and was replaced
by all rounder Justin Vaughan

Fast bowler Danny Morri-
son. who Is recovering fron a
groin operation, will undergo
two fitness Tests later this
week

WC qualifier

"~ September 16 whic

¥ SOCCER SIDELINES

LONDON, Oct 15 (Agencies):
Aston Villa goalkeeper Mark

Bosnich was c
conduct the English FA on
Monday lollowing his Nazi
salute to Tottenham supporters
during Saturday's mier

lﬁﬁ game.

e Australian could also
face criminal charges as police
continued investigations in to
the second-half incident which
incensed Tottenham fans,
many of whom are Jewish .

An FA spokesman said:

"Mark Bosnich has been
charged with misconduct fol-
lowing a widely publicised 1n-

with mis-

cident duri last Saturday’
match with Tottenham. An
disciplinary commission will

consider the case in the near fu-
ture.

"The FA have also had sev-
eral contacts today with policy
and we understand their inves-
tigation into an alleged public
order offence will continue.
When it is completed. a report
will be sent to the crown prose-
cution service.”

Bosnich has publicly apolo-
Fiscd for his gesture, made after

ans had baited him over an in-
cident 18 months ago when he
knocked Tottenham's striker at
the time, German Juergen
Klinsmann, unconscious in a
rash challenge.

In another case, Arsenal
striker lan Wright was charged
with the same Football Associ-
ation over alleged remarks
made about Sheflield Wednes-
day manager David Pleat.

Wright was reported in some
newspapers to have called Pleat
a 'pervert’' in the aftermath of
the Arsenal-Sheffield Wednes-
day game at Highbury on
the Gun-
ners won 4-1.

He has been ordered to attend

an FA di:ri[:tlnary commission
on a date Lo

arranged.
BANKING ON
BALLOT

The Professional Foot-
ballers' Association (PFA) said
Monday they will announce the
result of their ballot on
strike action by players in En-
%:nh Divisions ., Two and

ree at the weekend.

Ballot forms have to be in by
Wednesday and if the vote is in
favour of a mass walk-out,
chairmen of league clubs will be
given seven days notice.

The strike, which would be
the first of its kind in the game
would then come into effect by
November 1.

The PFA's dispute is with the
football league over what they
consider is a fair share ol the

TV mnnci. IN
A STEW

Middlesbrough manager
Bryan Robson and Southamp-
ton boss Graeme Souness were
hit by fines on Monday after
being found guilty of miscon-
-:Iut:t by the Football Associa-
tion (FA).

It follows the FA's endorse-
ment of a plea by Premier
league referees for man s to
observe a 30-minute "cooling

fI" period before confronti
match officials at the end o
matches.

Robson was fined 1.500
pounds (about 2,250 dollars),
severely censured and warned
to his future conduct over re-
marks made to referee Michael

after the match with Not-

ti m Forest on August 24.
uness has been fined 750
unds and warned about his
uture conduct as the result of
remarks made to Riley after the
match at Leicester on August 21.
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Canada beat
Cuba

EDMONTON. Alberta, Oct 15
Canada beat Cuba 2-0 (halftime
1-0) in the second leg of a Con-
cacal World Cup soccer qualifier
al Commonwealth Stadium on
Sunday . Reuter.

Scorers: Paul Peschisolido
(16th minute). Nick Dasovic
(79th)

Actum from yester:l-]l encounter of the juvenile kabaddi tournament between Shahid

Nahi High School and Haidar Ali High School at the Dhaka Stadium.

- Star photo

Aussies begin well

1 KUALA LUMPUR,
@ | Oct 15: Top seeds
% Australia took
_ the first step
< lowards retaining
their women's te-
am squash title in Kuala
Lumpur on Monday with a 3-0
pool victory over fifth seeds
Germany, reports AFP.
Michelle Martin. surpris-
ingly beaten by teammate Liz

Irving in the World quar-
ter linals last Friday had a
fragile start against Germany's
Sabine Schoene, winning the
first 9-5 before settling 9-1. 9-1.

The German wasted (oo
many points to be any threat al-
though Martin looked vulnera-
ble initially.

Second string Liz Irving,

Korean coach
for English”

shuttlers

LONDON. Oct 15: English
badminton pulled off a major
coup on Monday with the an-
nouncement that one of the

world's top doubles players,
Park Joo- of South Korea.

" is to coach the country's top

players from January 1997, re-
poris Reuter.

Park. a big name in the
sport. has an initial contract
which will take him up to the
Svdney Olympics in

The South Korean will uperrd
the majority of his time work-
ing on rnurt with the country's
Olympic Playrn under the di-
rection of Steve Baddeley. the
badminton Association of
England's director of elite play.

Baddeley said on Monday:
“To secure the services of the
world's greatest doubles player
will be ol undoubted benefit to
our top players. His level of ex-
pertise and experience and in
sight into winning major com-
petitions is unique and could
make the diflerence between a
fourth place and a gold medal in
Sydney ”

Steffi leads
earnings list

ST PETERSBURG. Florida.

Oct 15 (Reuter). Leading money
winners in womern's tennis as

issued by the WTA Tour on
Monday (in dollars)

I Stefll Graf (Ger) 2. 127 206
2 Sanchez Vicaro (Spa)l | 444 444
3 Moni.ca Seles (US) | Obb 749
4 Conchita Martinez (Spal 762 101
5 J Novoina (Cae) b4x R52
6 M Hingis (Swi) 641 751
7 L Davenport (US) 602 By
A 1 Majoli (Cru) 1. 530
9. A HulxT Ger) 4896 060
10 M Joe Fermandez (US) 412 606
11 K Date (Jap) 184 181
12. H-8ukova (Cae) 377. 076
15 M McGrath (US) JE1. 718
14 L Netland (Lat) 351.783
15 G Fernandez (US) 343 144
16 1 Spirlea (Romj M2 259
17 N Zvereva (Bel) 326 280
tﬂ A Coetzer (SA) fﬂh 37]-3

20 K Habsudova [Slo)

ATP Tour’s tq:b
money-makers

MONACO, Oct 15: (Reuter):

Leading prize-money winners
issued the ATP Tour on
Monday (in dollars):

1. Kafelnikov 1.863.713
2. Sampras 1.754.922
3. Muster 1.516.166
4. Ivanisevic 1.415.555
5. Chang (US) 1.379916
6. Krajicek 1.185511
T #u.ol 1.045.660
B. oodbridge 942 738
9.  Woodforde 90 1.082
10. Ferreira R92.340
11. Becker R40 B27
12. J Hlasek RO7 128
13. Rosset HO6 989
4. Costa 747 .256
15. Rios 725 248
16. Haarhuis 725.108
17. Martin 715 186
I8. Stich G641 945
19. Siemerink G27.476
20. Black 625612

1#1‘\ Fa N .

stumbled and twisted an ankle
to the consternation of the
Australian bench but recovered

ng the second to 4-9
tnwin]g-'m

With Carnl Owens havin
won convincingly at thir
string that gave Australia a 3-0
win.

England, second seeds and
title holders from 1985 to 1990,
were dominant against E
with only new cap Lin
Charman dropping a game
England however had suffered
their first upset before the
event with the last minute
withdrawal of Sue Wright. She
suffered a back injury and was
replaced by Fiona Geaves.

Thirds seeds New Zealand
defeated sixth seeds Nether-
lands 3-0 alt the world
number 14 Leilani Marsh
struggied to establish consis-

et gl e Dt

lhird slri
. who are att
ln,g to rtmw: up from cightccnth
tion. were |-1 with Italy be-
ore Julie Dom-Jensen at
Sonia Pasteris of Italy 9-0, 9-5,
9-1to wuﬁﬂarﬂai-l win.
Pool A: m..lstralia bt Ger-
ﬁny 3-0. South Africa bt USA
Pool B: England bt Egypt 3-
0. New Zealand bt Netherlands
3-0.
5 Poel C: Finland bt Ireland 3-

Pool D: France bt Japan 3-0.
Scotland bt Hong Kong 3-0.

Pool E: Spain bt Brazil 2-1,
Denmark bt Italy 2-1.
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