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Bangladesh

Foreign
Investment

and Internet

Latif Ehsan
latif@iuj.ac. jp
Japan

| just want to attract gov-
enunent attention to one cru-
cial point. The present govern-
ment seems to be determined to
attract foreign investment. We ,
the Bangladeshis living outside.
now find some rays of hopes. It
to me that the governm-
net is not utilizing Internet
properly. :

Government should estab-
lish homepages for Export
Proniotion Bureau, Board of
Investment. These organiza-
tions must have email connec-
tion so that foreigners can di-
rectly contact them. [ think
these should be done on priority
basis.

Bangladesh:

honourable Prime
comments that
investment

will be be economi-
cally booming -Tiger of Asia."
The reality is that in South east
Asian zone - Thailand,
Phillipines, Indonesia and
Malaysia already made
tremendous success in proving
themselves to attract billions of
foreign investment. And these
countries economy are day by
day getting bettter and better
e.g. Malaysian GDP for last
three years is above 8%. which
is unthinkable for our country.
If really the present gov-
ernment is committed to make
Bangladesh economically

propsperous they have need se-
rious overhauling in many ar-

eas including first and foremost
is the political practice. They
have to restore new political
order by restraining themseives
from casting political chaos

comments and ri-

Our
Minister
"Through

and obligue
. 58 . theey' have'to
tral the adminstration and law

enforcing agency. 3rdly, deregu-
late the investment and finan-
cial law in line with the creat-
ing conducive environment for
investment. Now the world is a
competitve one. If investors
find Vietnam, Malaysia more
worhty and favourable for in-
vestment then why will they to
go our country. So. time is run-
ning out. Still we have time to
make our country realy a eco-
nomic tiger. '

Bangladeshi

Workers
in Malaysia

Dr.Hossain Ishtiaq
polhossa@leonis. nus.sg
Singapore:
Bangladeshi workers in
Malaysia, have recently made
largets of criticism in that
country as one major source of
social ills. In recent weeks,
Malaysian newspapers have
carried articles on the simmer-
ing ati-foreign worker feelings
among locals. who blame them
lor sacial problems and crime.
Delegates at the UMNO also
latched on to the topic, feeling
aggrieved that many Malaysian
girls are marrying Indonesian
and Bangladeshi workers.

The Deputy Prime
Minister of Malaysia Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim revealed
statistics at the LUMNO meeting
clearly showing that there was
no basis to those sentiments
expressed in the Malaysian me-
dia . He presented the latest fig-
ures on armed robbery, rape
and other serious and violent
crime to dispel misconceptions
that the culprits were mainly
foreign workers.

Mourn News

Md. Rezaul Karim
ricarim@shakai. social.tsukuba

-ac,jp
Japan:

Recently, we have lost a
Bangladeshi
Monbusho(Japanese Govt.

Scholarship) Scholar here in
Japan. We all are very shocked
about the incident. The follow-
ing news contains details of the
sad incident.

We mourn over the death of
Azizul Hagq. a Monbusho

(Japanese Govt.. Ministry of
Educatioiwy scholar. Mr. Aziz,
Lecturer of Pharinacy Dept..
D.U. died last friday (Inna lil-
lahi...raje-un). He was lound
dead in his room of Kumamoto
Univ. Int'l hostel. It is believed
that he died of heart attack.

. Azizul Haq was born in
Sathia  Thana. Pabna:

B.Pharm. and M.Pharrik"

with fifst ¢lisé 21id 'in
both “ffofri Dhaka University
and joined as Lecturer in the
department in 1993. He was the
stuclent of F.H. Hall.

He arrived in Japan on
January of this year to study
Pharmaceutics. He was married
and a sweet girl born in the
country while he was here He
was waiting for Lhe arrival of
his wife and kid in Japan. May
Allah bless peace on Aziz (e-
part soul and his family to
withstand this heavy shock!
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Anmwar Ghazi

ghazi anwar@amat.com
USA:

It is heart-warming to know
that Bangladesh government
has recognized the path to de-
velopment is through market
biased economy. [ am not sure il
the leadership of the country
understands the problems that
deter foreign investment.
Having worked in the United
States for 17 years and in
Singapore for 5 years. my expe-
rience tells me that investors
ultimate goal is to make money.
They look for good infrastruc-
ture (power, telecommunica-
tion, transportation). a well ed-
ucated and disciplined work
force, good law and order situa-

tion, good academic environ-
ment that produces skilled la-
bor force in any country belore
they commit their dollars.

Cheap labor solely is not a cri-
teria without the above to at-
tract foreign investment.
Investors never go to a place
with a charitable mind.

it is very easy to point fin-
gers at former leaderships for
Bangladesh's ills. The current
leadership is no angel. Just
look back what path it followed
to come to power. The past two
year s country’'s economic de-
struction was no joke. Only a
magnanimous leadership who
transcend their personal goals
and agenda can be great leaders.
Look at Nelson

Mandela! He did not go after
people who put him away for 30
years. The battle between the
two Begums must stop. Bring ci-
vility if Bangladesh wants to be
another asian tiger. | wonder if
it will take an act of God to
bring senses.

Arthur Hossain
arthur@primex.com.hk

Hong Kong:

| would like to thank Mr
Ghazi Anwar for his comments,
he has just spoken my heart. |
am Jlike. other entrepreneurs
share similar

exactl iflea
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Bangiadesty To tell the fact yes,
I left Enﬂzh quite early in
search of education or else |’
could have been finished like
my sulfering younger in his
University in Bangladesh. | am
a political conscious person but
never involved directly as it is
meaningless for a student to
care rather than study. I have
finished my University and
making my career in overseas
as | can not afford to spoilt my
future. | think a successful en-
irepreneur could return to soci-

the

Bangladesh

Why Sould Investors
Come To Bangladesh

ety much more by creating more
job opportunity than being en-
gaged in dirty political business
and for a student before finish-
ing school it is the worst
nightmare. What could be ex-
pect from a leader without aca-
demic qualification in return to
society.

Like Mr Ghazi we are really
not interested about those
Begum's are always busy for
punishing each other term by
term. | myself with western
partners investing in many
other countries like China,
creating much opportunity for
hundreds people to work and
production. We are sincerely in-
terested to back our country
Bangladesh we love but one
condition we could not take any
risk for our investment. We do
not care who ever is governing
the country as long as stability.
security, infra-structure, com-
munication, port facility.
banking are there. We like any
other investors are very closely
waltching what is going on in
every part of the world looking
for opportunity it could be India

or Indonesia and Bangladesh
could 1x- a leading one.

I i totally agree with Mr
Ghazi that cheaper labor is not
the only factor for investment
for example what 1 will do with
cheaper labor if my f[actory
closed for several days owing to
this strike that strike! general
hartal, we are sick of it. China
is still under communist rule
but each day receives several
investors because investlors
mostly do not care much about

communist or democratic or-

hypocrites or dictator. as long
as security for investment re-
turn. production and environ-

[‘.ﬂ-h]‘.tfm ."'.f !i?‘ .

Bangladesh only could be
Better if there are lot of new in
vestment for massive infras-
tructure related to transporta-
tion. communication and above
all political stability. To win
investors heart it needs many
years proven record not in a day
or year but unfortunately our
leaders to goes to "Lanka bhe-
comes Raban’. So potential in-
veslors are running away to
Vietnam or China or India etc

| have educaled in several

countries and I never had any
opportunity to practice any
kind of political activity during
schooling days. Bangladesh au-
thorities should follow similar
conditions strictly, corruption
free civil service, strictdy con-
trol general political activity
(could learn from Singapore)
when majority people out of
food and basic clothing why
need politics for them. create
more jobs by overseas invest-
ment, reduce violent activity to
public property introducing
harsh punishment. (I saw dur-
ing my trip to Bangladesh in
1990 burning buses when in
Dhaka has few public old buses
available). Spend major share
of budget for education to teach
vast illiterate majority. Good
understanding with neighbors
like India which could be most
important partner for progress
like open united

Europe today. Since Gandhi
dynasty out of Indian power il
is the time to have better un-
derstanding and cooperation.
India is receiving good invest-
ment and GDP is growing
tremendously Bangladesh could
be also.

I like other overseas
Bangladeshis have a great hope
for Bangladesh we have a com-
mon language. race. cultural
harmony. religiously tolerant
with others. In past centuries
Europeans used to visit Bangle
for opportunity we could be
again at least not to be the low-
est position in all case, educa-
tion. income. population, crime
rate, political violence etc. We
could be identified as a coura-
geous nation not only fighting
against natural flimarr but we
are building a great nation with
hepe apd prosperity. | am sure
not_only many  successiul
Bangladeshis in overseas are
coming home also coming
along with foreign investors
like Overseas Indians are one ol
the largest group investing in
India now. May be it will not
arrive in my life however. |
hope next generation will have
4 second choice to returm home.
sweet home Bafigladesh.

Obaicd M. Chenvdhury
meaiil e netcom. com
USA:

| would like to convratulate

week. Letters should be titled and be no more than 100 words.

M/s Ghazi and Hossain for
their comments on the invest-
ment situation in Bangladesh.
Unfortunately, many of us have
a tendency to voice our support
to the ruling elite irrespective
of the merit of its policies and
actions. We have seen a number
of such write-ups/comments in
this website in the recent past.
The comments of M/s. Ghazi
and Hossain and perhaps of
many others which escaped my
notice, are a deviation and de-
void of any political or ideolog-
ical bias; it came out ol their

natural love for the mother
country--Bangladesh.
The poor country lost

enough valuable vears in fight-
ing over the leadership and
ideology, and in the process lost
many of its beloved leaders. The
fight continues between the two
honorable ladies. The former
PM though seems to be little
tired and toned-downed, per-
haps what with her incessant
fight with the tripartite opposi-
tion, especially during the clos-
ing months of her administra-
tion. and what with the kind of
witch-hunting, rightly or
wrongly. the current PM started
against her. The two ladies may
cite any reason for their respec-
live actions in 1994, 1995 and
until March 1996; the net result
was the people suffered im-
mensely and the country was on
brink of total economic col-
lapse.

One was adamantly hold-
ing on to power in the name of
‘constitutionality’. while the
other was bent upon unseating
the former taking a destructive
course in the name of
democracy’. I at times wonder if
the people, il not all of them,
really had the chance to exer-
cise their free franchise on June
12 and September 5, irrespec-
tive of all the high-sounding
words and arrangements in
free and fairness’. Otherwise.
how could the election results
be like this!

We all need some soul

starching with a view to chart-

ing-a befitting futare and dedi-
cating ourselves for the country
we love and for the generations
we care. Our leaders should ex-
iricate themselves from their

ghostly past and concentrate on |

the present. They would do well
by doing something for the poor
people, who suffered so much so
long. rather than wasting their
time and energy on controver-
sial and unproductive things of

Lhe past.
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Bangladesh

Eletricity Import

R. H. Zaki
zakifait.ac.th
Thailand:

The prposal for Eltricity
import [rom’ India is generating
quite a heated debate in
Bangladesh and it is under-
standable considering the geo-
politics of South Asia in gen-
eral, and AL-BNP rivalry on the
burning question of sole agency
of love & respect of the
sovereignty of our beloved
molherland.in particular.

In East Asia or Europe, the
phenomenon of any form of en-
ergy import fincluding electric-
ity) from any pari of the world
(including from neighbouring
countries) does not raise any
controversy (except from envi-
ronment-'ist for a-polilocal re-
seaons). If we import electricity
from India, our political inde-
pendence will not at any kind of
danger, but our energy depen-
dence shall increase. But one
must remember that we are al-
ready a net energy importing
country [(crude oil, diesel,
petrol,coal etc.), and there is
little or no realistic chance of
reduction ogf this dependency
unless we dicover huge oil in the
Bay of Bengal or in any other
part of BG.

The best solution of meeting
needs would be to invest in en-
ergy sector, heavily, by estab-
lishing new power plants, and
transmission & dirtibution
lines. We must not forget, in last
26 years of independence we
have not achieved the economic
power even to establish one big
power plant by ourself (we do
not have the money or techni-
cal knowhow].

It takes hundreds of mil-
lions of taka to establuish for
one power plant, not to speak
about transmission. distribu-
tion lines. At the same time we
have to take notice of one im-
portant aspect of our power
sector. System loss in BG is one

ol the highest in the world

lapproximately 40%]}. and non-
technical loss or pilferage ac-

counts for the major share of

this system loss And here lies
the most difficult - part.From

. without, hiteh: . 1

meter reader 1o sub-assistant
engineer to executive engineer
and up to the top of hierarchy,
everybody has a stake in it.And
it also heavily spills over to the
“corridors of power” in the fa-
mous (?) "Secretariat” in Abdul
(Ghani Road.Reduction of 1%
system loss would save about 20
million taka, so if we can reuce
system loss by 10% it would
save about 200 million which
can be used for more productive
and honest purpose.

It takes about 2-4 years to
complete a power sector project.
Just to meet the immediate re-
quirment, in addition to import
(or in place of import) we can
procure some electricity from
other local sources. All the fac-
tories under BCIC has self gen-
eration capacity, and they do
not import electricity from PDB
to run their factories.But they
an appreciable amount of ex-
cess power generation capacity
[approximately 100 MW) wheih
can be supplied on commercial
basis 1o PDB. subject to some
technical adjustments.

The sugar mills also have
power generation capacities,
which can also be used in off-
seasons to produce and sell
eletrcity to PDB. They use
bagasse as fuel. coal can be used
in off season. In addition, an
active Demand Side
Management needs to be formu-
lated jontly by PDB. DESA and
REB to improve efficiency of
electricty use by the consumers
(it is widely practiced in SE
Aisa. USA and EU). It will also
hielp to make people aware
wastages they make in their ev-
ery day life and subsequently
they would hecome more care-
ful It will help reduce peak load
which is the main concern of
power sector and resulting in

" oad shedding.The eradication

of load shedding.réduction of
peak load will help power utili-

ties to get rid ol the great
headache.

.. A good H‘?M?“}ﬂl}iﬂn. 0l-Jrac-
tical options employed together
will help our cowuhtty 40 run
i
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Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to

abroad are feeling and saying.
The Daily Star is not responsible for the opinions

— Editor. |
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