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BN P enforces
hartal in Sylhet

SYLHET, Oct 15: The divi-
siopal. town remained under
shutdown for eight hours at the
call of oppesition BNP and its
outh front. The Bangladesh
atlonalist Party (BNP) and
Juba Dal enforced the hartal in
protest against conspiracy' for
power import, power tarifl hike
and frequent power fallure in
the area. Witnesses said shops
and offices in the town re-
mained closed during the hartal
that began at 6 am. There was

no report of violence. reporis
UNB. pe

Lebanese govt
resigns

BEIRUT, Oct 15: Lebanese
Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri
and his government resigned
today to make way for the for
mation of a new governmen
following recent parliamentary
elections. reports Re-uter

Suranjit elected in

Habiganj-2 JS seat

By Staff Cnrreapondént

Awami League candidate
Suranjit Sengupta was unoffi-
cially declared elected in the
parliamentary by-election in
Habiganj-2 constituency held
yesterday.

He 72,925 votes and
his nearest rival Sirajul Hos-
sain Khan of Jatlya PartFr
39.020 votes, according
ficial results ufallthe llﬁcm
tres announced by the Election
Commission late last t.

The two other c ates —

Tofazzal Hossain Chowdh of

Banﬁl adesh Samajtantrik Dal
(Mahbub) and ohammad
Sadek of Bangladesh Krishak
Sramik Mukti Andolon — se-
cured 776 and 237 votes respec-
tively. Both lost their security
money.

The BNP boycotted the polls
to press its demand for resigna-

tion of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohanmunad Abu Hena.
The by-election was held be-
cause of the death ol AL lepisla-
tor Sharifuddin Ahmed.
Meanwhile. Sirajul Hossain
Khan has alleged massive rig-

ging of votes by the ruling party.

while Suranjit Sengupta
claimed that the elections were
free and fair.

The Chief Election Commis-
sioner said that there was no
violence, rigging or any sort of
irregularities in the by-elec-
tions. "We have received no
complaint, neither written nor
verbal, from any of the candi-
dates,” he told The Daily Star
late last night.

He also said that the mem-
bers of Electoral Enquiry
Committee had visited quite a
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I: ,Cultivltinnkuf winter vegetables have begun.

BNP warns at City rally

unless CEC steps down

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP will resist holding of
any election in the future unless
Chiel Election Comunissioner
(CEC) Mohammad Abu Hena re-
signs and identity cards are is-

sued to the voters, Secreta
General of the party Abdu
Mannan Bhuiyan. MP, told a

public rally in the city yester-
day

The city unit of BNP organ-
ised the rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club demanding
resignation of the CEC and is-
suance of voters' ID cards and
protesting. what It said, terror-
ism, killings, arrests. rigging in
the recent by-polls and sell-out
of national sovereignty

The BNF leader announced
that his party would hold
demonstrations and rallies and
bring out processions at all the

., thanas in the next one month to

press home their demands.

Referring to BNP's boycott uf
Habigan L.’.’. by-polls. held ye
terday, Mannan Bhuilyan nld
De:pue our boycott, we did not
obstruct anybody from contest-
ing It. But we'll not allow any-
hody to hold any election in t
future if our demands are not
met.”

Reiterating his party's alle-
pﬁlinn ol rigging in elections.

e BNP Secretary General said

e Hage 12 Col
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‘By Staff Correspondent

With days getting shorter

and nights longer, the winter is
setting in silently.

The humidity in the air fell
signilicantly since the last
IIFEIV{‘ rainfall earlier this

The weather is now very
pleasant — neither too hot nor
loo cold.

its now only a matter of
weeks whrn‘!I eople will be seen
in warm clothes while the guest
birds would start visiting
Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, favourite winter
vegetables have already started
arriving in the city markets.
lomatoes and spinach, beans
and carrots and many other
vegetables are now avallable in
many markets although they
are ]u'ynnr’l the reach of 1the
common e due to Lthelr exor-

See Page 12 Col B

- could return to normal

Corruption cases
against two
more ex-BNP

ministers soon

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
tion has completed preliminary
investigation to [file cases
against two former ministers of

the BNP ment and some
officials for misuse of power
and fraudulence, reports UNB.

Competent sources said the
Bureau on the basis of prima
Jacie evidence will sue former
Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Miah and i-
culture Minister Major Gen
(Rtd) Majed-ul-Hagq.

Barrister Rafiq as a lawyer
had applied for a goverrfment
plot in 1988 and got a 8-katha
plot at Sector 9 (Road-1) in Ut-
tara Model town in 1991.

The sources said within two
days of getting the allotment.
the former minister again ap-
Elied for another plot showing

name as Mohammad
Rafiqul Islam Miah.

He allchdI}r concealed his
ministerial job and the prefix
of his name 'Barrister’. In the
application. he mentioned his:

See Page 12 col 5

Important decisions
to reform jail
admin today

The government is going to
take some important decisions
to reform the jail administra-
tion of the country in its long-
term bid to improve law and
order, reports UEB

"Development of country's
overall law-and-order is related
to jails where a convict passes
his time," said a Home Ministry
official last night.

He said a convicted person

life
through proper treatment in a
ail, he also has a proba-

ility of becoming more notori-
ous if in prison.

"So the government is em-
phasising making the jails into
;_ﬁclmi?iatim centres,” he gaid,

or this some important deci-
sions are ted to be fi-
nalised at the annual confer-
ence of jail authorities in the
city today.

Home Minister Major (Retd)
Rafiqul Islam will inaugurate
the annual top-level meeting of
the jail officials in the confer-
ence room of the ministry at 9

110

Rajshahi College
students observe
strike, gherao

principal’s office

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Oct 15: The
Chhatra Adhikar Bastabayen
Committee has enforce
strike at Rajshahi Government
College to realise its 8-point
demand.

Several hundred students of
the Cﬂ"(.‘.ﬁf also gheraoed the of-
fice of the principal today to
press home their demands.

They also staged a sit-in for
more than one hour. Official
work of the college remained
suspended during the demon-
stration. The students later
submitted a memorandum to
:hr principal Prof Golam Rab
ani

The demands include hnme-

Sec Page 12 Col 8
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The high-powered coordina-
tion committee in its first meet-
ing yesterday chalked out a
package programme for speed-
ing up removal of city garbages,
easing out traffic jam and clear-
ing waterlogging, reports UNB.
The city-cleaning task will
be carried out with concerted ef-
forts of the City Corporation,
government, semi-government
and autonomous agencies.
LGRD Minister Zillur Rah-
man, who is convenor of the
committee, presided over the
meeting held at the LGRD and
Cooperatives Ministry.
Inaugurating the meeting,
Zillur hman said Dhaka,
being the capital of the country,
is the centre of commercial and
economic activities of the na-
tion. It is because of this reason.
the requirement of physical in-
frastructure as well as other re-
C‘lillemEﬂtE are increasing with
e corresponding increase of
pulation of the city
he urgency of such re-

the

Minister Sheikh
Hasina vesterday said the
Khulna City would gradually be
developed as the second com-
mercial city of the country, re-
port agencies.

"Our government has taken
up massive development
schemes. including the con-
struction of Rupsha Bridge with
provision for railway tracks,
supply of pure drinking water,
airport development, setting l.1|?.

rt processing zones, insta
lation of a 210 megawatt power
generation station to boost eco-
nomic activities of this impor-
tant divisional headquarters,’
she added.

Addressing the Mayor and
the commissioners of Khulna
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HSC results
under 4 boards

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The results of the Higher
Secondary Certificate (H ex-
aminations under four of the
five education boards will be
Fuhlishcd tomorrow at 4 pm
rom the respective examina-
tion «centres, officials said yes-
terday.

The four boards are, Dhaka.

Chittagon
sore,
Board will be published later,
said the Controller of Ex-
aminations of Dhaka Board.
This year the HSC examina-
tions were held based on the
same set of questions for the

first time under all five educa-
tion boards.

Thakur on fresh

remand

Star Report

Taheruddin Thakur. a for-
mer minister of state, was
taken on a fresh remand for
another three days yesterday,
according to police sources.

Earlier, Thakur was taken
on remand for 12 days in two
terms after his arrﬂsl on Octo-
ber 3, from a house in Nakhal-
para in the city.

Besides, the CID was also in-
terrogating tank operator Os-
man and Naik Md Yunus in this
connection. Osman., who was
arrested from Chandina,
Comilla on October 12. was

See Page 12 Col 3

CI Sheet Case

Mirza Azam MP,
others acquitted

of charges

JAMALPUR, Oct 15: Ruli
party MP, Mirza Azam an
seven others accused of Cl Sheet
misappropriation were acquit-
ted by a court here today. re-
ports LINB.

Court sources said the Reliefl
Ministry had allocalted 22.5

See Page 12 col 5
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“Shortfall in gas supply

hampers generation
of power: Petrobangla

By Staff Correspondent

Power generation in ditler
ent plants of the countlry is be
ing seriously hainpered due 10 a
daily shortfall ol gas supply
caused by poor transmission
capacity of the existing gas net-
work. according Lo Petrobangla

The short supply of gas is se-
vere in Lthe Chiltagong region
due to the poor transmission
capacity of Bakhrabad pipeline
which is nol connected to the
national grid. said a Petro
bangla press release yesterday

The press release also re-
vealed that a number of power
plants could not either get ade-
quate gas supply or utilise it for
lechnical reasons, resulting in
a short fall of 235 million cubic
feet of gas daily. The country is
currently facing a load shed
ding of 200 MW 10 300 MW

clally

Il also revealed that the pro-
duction capacity of Bakhrabad
and reni gasfields is alarin-
ingly decreasing while the pro-
portion of water with the ex-
tracted gas has alarmingly gone
up. Therefore, preduction ﬂF
from these helds had to be :ias
creased to avert severe damage
to the gas reservoirs. the press
release said.

A separate grid system ex-
clusively feeds gas produced by
these two fields to Chittagong.

Since the gas supply has de-

clined. power generation at the
210 MW Rauzan has been sus-
pended. If the authorities now

supply gas to the Rauzan plamt,
then production of feriilser at

‘the KAFCO and CUFL would de-

Sov Page 12 Col |

Hectic campaign: FBCCI
election tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Campaigning for the FBCC]
elections mounted yesterda
with the two presidential an
other candidates spending a

| hectic day to woo the voters.

The election to form a 32-
member executive committee —
16 from chamber bodies and
another 16 [rn:;n the associa-
tion grou the apex trade
body of ﬂu country is going to
he held tomorrow.

The prospective candidates
carried out extensive ca
:tho among the business lradcrl
have gathered in the city to

elect the president. vice presi-
dent and 30 executive body
members

Colourful posters, leaflets
and pamphlets were distributed
a1ud pasted on city's walls and a
very large presence of volers
was seen at the offices of FBCCI

residential candidates Latifur
E.ahman and Yousuf Abdullah
Harun.
Country's 56 chambers have
been classified into two cate-

es considering their num-
Lra the total. 15
are cnnﬂdrrrd as class ‘A
chambers and rests as B
Chambers under ca A has
6 votes each while B has 4 votes
in the FBCCI polls.

According to conventon, the

See Page 12 col 6

FLLT \NO) DEP

MH 196 | 2205

e results of the Rajshahi .

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE WINTER SCHEDULE
| OF MALAYSIA AIRLINES

THRICEA WEEK

EFFECTIVE 29 OCTOBER 1996 TO 30 MARCH 1997

WE ARE THE ONLY AIRLING OPERATING STATE OF THE
ART A-330 AIRCRAFT FROM DHAKA.

WINTER $CHEDULE

FRON]

A R [()

DAC

MH 197 | 0055

ALL TIMES ARE LOCAL TIME

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRES PLEASE FEEL FREE
TO CONTACT YOUR FRAVEL AGENT OR US

NGLADESH
ion Systems Limited

aHMULIP

i
1

FAX :

(] Shahjalal Avic

SONARGAON HOTEL
TEL: 8156113 813112 912312(

0880 KUL

GSA IN B

l. .I -i k -

DAYS

WED FRI SUN

THU SAT MON

DHAKA BANGLADESH
9123121 811641- 5 EXTN. 4268
880-2-810185/813829 GPO BOX NO : 3589

- ——_—— S ——————— e — =



