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Meaning Business

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has peered at the
pole star for the benefit of our entrepreneurs. Since
the exporters here are far from hitching their wag
ons to that star, which their counterparts else-
where are doing, the PM took the opportunity of
the export trophy awards ceremony on Sunday to
urge them to think and act globally. The frame-
work is right in front of them to put their grist to
the mill of competitive international trading in
the post-GATT era. It is the survival of the fittest
perspective with the preferential umbrellas gradu-

ally folding up.
For all we know, we have dithered on the ad-

justment imperatives, and to be sure, nobody is
ploughing a lonely furrow here. We are all in it —
the government, the industry and trade circles and
the economists and planners requiring to make a
concerted bid for catching up with the new global

trading practices.
In short, there has to be an enabling environ-

ment for our export trade. It is all very good that
more EPZs are on the cards and that a World Trade

Centre is scheduled to be set up by the next year but
it is a far greater input of policy and administra-
tive backing that we are looking forward to. The
desired policy and administrative supports include
improved law and order, containment of rent-
seeking, brake on unwanted bureaucratic regula-
tions, speedy disposal of fiscal incentives and a
steady supply of power.

Noteworthily though, we have heard of the gov-
ernment’'s resolute intent to break the monopoly-
hold of vested interests dinked to any political
party whatsoever. This neutral and business-
friendly angle of the administration is welcome
but its test will be in the pudding. The government
stands committed by repeated public pronounce-
ments to accord equal opportunities to all. In keep-
ing economic peace, the opposition BNP seems
pledge-bound judging by the cautious attitude
lately expressed by its leader Begum Zia to political
agitation.

There is one more point we cannot help making
about export enthusiasm. We wax eloquent in de-
manding from countries we have trade deficits
with to import more of our goods little realising
that if they flooded us with export orders we would
not be able to meet them with our stagnating range

of products. So let's produce more and diversify to
mean business.

President’s Suggestion

President Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed may
have stirred the hornet's nest by suggesting a tem-
porary moratorium on student politics but there is
no mistaking his sincere and profound anxiety
over campus terrorism, in which he undoubtedly
takes the whole nation with him. With a character-
istie flair he says students have no 'fundamental
right' to do politics; instead they must feel averse to
bel‘g%lused as pawns in the game of power politics.

en a man of his sagacity puts forward a rem-
edy for an intractable national problem he auto-
matically creates an impact with it. That's why it
should evoke a well-considered response from all
concerned, based on an objective analysis of what
he has said. His suggestion has three elements :
first, it is a temporary suspension of student poli-
tics he seeks; secondly, it is the 'so-called student

politics' which bred campus violence that he, like
the rest of the people, is loathe to and wants a
moratorium upon; and thirdly, he is leaving it to
the determination and judgment of the political
and intellectual leaders of the country. In other
words, he wants collective wisdom to be brought to
bear upon the question in best national interest.

As for the modus operandi of a likely solution
the President spoke of a broad-based agreement be-
tween the main political parties to delink them-
selves from their respective student wings.

Student politics may not be a matter of 'funda-
mental right' but it evidently has been a tradi-
tional, historical and moral right of the student
community. By this kind of student politics we
mean taking interest in national politics and hav-
ing views on issues of national importance as edu-
cated and conscious citizens of the country with
voting rights to exercise. Quite true, -line stu-
dent politics has connoted violent armed bids for
territorial supremacy over the campus with an in-
ner psychic blend of students’ assertive group be-
havioural patterns. If this doesn't get the oxygen of
support from the political parties it is bound to die
its natural death.

Student politics is linked to elections to the
DUCSU, and to those of the residential halls and
various college unions. Its suspension would mean
a suspension of these elections unless we settle for
selection.

At any rate, a moratorium is certainly due on
armed politics on the campus.

Engulfing Fear

A World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) of-
ficial recently made a frightening revelation. Al-
most the whole of Antarctica lies exposed to sun's
dangerous ultra-violet ray. The ozone layer in 90
per cent of the skyeﬁ canopy over the icy continent
of southern hemisphere is gone — just eaten away
by the CFC and other ozone-hostile gases emitted
unremittingly by the comfort-loving, careless, un-
cumprnnusm% people on the earth.

Ozone depletion is a fairly old discovery up in
the street of nature's retaliation in the face of un-
abated onslaught of man's scientific advancement.
Every time an observation or a revelation is made
on the spotting of newer patches of ozonelessness
in the sky in some corner of the world, the fear of
the scriptural doomsday looms a little larger. We
know the world has moved an inch more towards a
future that is enveloped in fear. It is not a case of
what religions have to say about the consequence
of this sin-doused world of fallen people but a sure
case of global warming and opening of the pando-
ra's box as far as ecological catastrophe is con-
cerned.

The ansion of the ozone hole over Antarctica
means absorption of heat, more melting of the
muw—ca&a. and an increase in the sea-levels
around the world. It looks like the answer to the
question about the design of this world's eventual

struction in one of Robert Frost's poems is writ-

| I ten in the sky, in the ozoneless areas of the infinite

W

void.
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K Gujral, the foreign

Star in February, 1994, while
visiting Bangladesh as :{pﬂvnlt
" a

citizen, remarked, be
India can give some water, but it
can also expect some con-
cessions in return.” According
to his interviewer he is also
reported to have hinted "that
India may be mn’;c flexible in
accommodating l.l:fﬂdclh'l
water needs {f Dhaka made
more trade concessions and
allowed transit facilities and
also the use of the Chit

" During his last visit to

adesh, the distinguished
foreign minister did not ask for
any quid-pro-quo, although, in
his interview with The
Star (Star, September 2, |
he repeated his earlier thesis.
Be that as it may, time seems to
be most propitious now for a
settlement the thorny issue
ol water-sharing. It is so,
because there is a non-Congress
Fmrtrnmtnt in New Delhi
Gujral's interview with The
Star, February 2. 1994) in

the first place. And secondly,
Indians have not dissimulated
their satisfaction that Awami
League has come to r in
Bangladesh. Even t con-
summate Indian High
Commissioner here in a recent
intérview (The Independent,
July 26, 1996) expressed his
"confidence” that a water-
sharing agreement could be
achieved 'now”. That there is a
flurry of activities in regard to
sett] the long. almost in-
tractable conflict, is obvious.
The problem is now m ex-
amined in all its 5
reportedly by expert, commit-
tees. It is worthwhile at this
point, perhaps. to discuss the
issues relati t& :.ttr-lha:-
ing, although a already
been said or written about it.

The most obvious issue is

Water-sh

ister of India, in an inter-
view given to The

aring Again: The Issues

Should we go for a permanent Ganges water-sharing treaty with India, or should it be a long-term or
a short-term arrangement for apportioning the water are questions which are also very
' relevant in water-sharing talks.

other issues like augmentation.
for instance, be left out of the
purview of discussion at this
moment. And, more rtant
from India's point of view,
whether the water-sharing be
discussed in conjunction with
transit, opening up of Chit-
tagong port facilities for the
Indian states in the NE and

perhaps trade.

We may note that we are
claiming a share of water of the
international rivers as a matter
of right of a riparian. It is
amazing therefore to see how
matters completely unrelated to
:lratlcr. mmb:tﬁ'l;mch is h:
acility t a, can
put in the same portfolio. As re-
ﬁu::dthc ;::thtr issues as are

n with water-sharing it-
self, there is a al feeling
most of t who have
been lollowing the trend of wa-
ter- between India
and Bangladesh, that the
Ganges water-sharing be
delinked from other issue.
There are two compelling rea-
sons for such a view. One, ev-
erybody is aware how tortuous
and protracted a course of dis-
cussion on any single issue
mentioned above can be. And
two, tu an indis-
criminately heavy withdrawal
of water at or upstream of
Farakka the economy of the
G -dependent area (GDA) of
south-western Bangladesh,
which sustains 40m . has
suffered incalculable loss and
any delay in getting water for
them will throw millions of
people to the status of a desti-
tute. The matter therefore calls
for an immediate solution.

of sharing river-water it is al-
ways better that all the co-ri-
ﬁﬂi’ﬂl sign a common treaty.

is guarantees its continua-
tion even if two of them some-
times do not agree on certain
matters. In the case of the

Ganges, Nepal's inclusion is

necessary because as early as in
1974 the prime ministers of
Bangladesh and India noted

that the available water was not

te to meet the demands
of both the countries. Hence
comes the of a .
tation. This makes ‘s in-
clusion all the more imperative.

However, since the of the
earlier memorandum of
understandi (MoU) in 1988
the be Farakka has
shrunk to a mere trickle, due to
heavy withdrawal upstream. A
solution of the matter therefore
brooks no delay. Nepal's -
ipation in the UIW bilateral
talks, however desirable, may
retard the ess of negotia-

tion. Therefore it may be con-
venient at this moment to opt

furnhilntcrn]a%ccnmimt e
model of the 1977 one.

Should we go for a a-
nent Ganges water-sharing
treaty with India, or should it
be a long-term or a short-term
arrangement for apportionin
the water are tions urhh:ﬁ
are also relevant in water-
sharing talks. A permanent wa-
ter-sharing treaty, most desir-
able, t it is, is not a feasi-
ble proposition at this hour as
because Nepal. whose partici-
pation is a must for any aug-

mentation of the current vol-
ume of water, is now being left

mum use of available water
cannot be materialised uniless

we know that certain

uf“tﬂ'iﬂhelm
considerable h of time. We
feel therefore the agree-
ment to be should have a

for aug-
mentation which will be the
basis for a permanent water
treaty between the three coun-
tries later. The matter should
better be discussed threadbare
and as widely as possible with
the experts ol Lthe country before
a firm tion is taken.

While the term of the agree-
ment is important, the seasonal
duration is no less. Very often
‘lean season, dry season or
fair weather season’ are impre-

ll].kn:l-I:bwt. In the 1977
t the apportionment
mwal specifically men-
tioned for each lD-dag period
from 1st of January to 31st
each year. More data are avail-
able now Tlmh sumE;t ”l-‘.]::
sug;xlcmcnt water in
G is there right from
November. if not earlier. It
would be in the fitness of things
therefore If the seasonal dura-
tion of the sharing spreads over
a 7-month period from |st
November to 31st May each
year.

The most vexed question
naturally centres round the
quantum of water for
each Because, on one side the
“pie” to be divided is small

and on the other there is
mistrust on both sides. To make
matters worse, we find that ten-

recognise perhaps is that a river
is a agent And major
c evenits are
et I Tl
of years. It is terous to
think therefore that the total
volume of water of the

would have been reduced in a
few year's time, there
may be fluctuation from one
hmmpuh:r;nuﬁﬂ;i: :
abrupt earth-
guakes or landslides. for exam-
ple. may interfere with the flow
of a river. These are not known
to have occurred. In any case
unofficial reports that
no reduction of dry season flow
has taken lace in the
Gm-mﬂ":thﬂm.

as certain quarters,
it ¢ hﬂT‘EI:LEK‘I due only to
more withdrawal of water
upstream. Such human inter-

ference should be taken care of

by the Indian government.
Bangladesh not meddle
itsell in a2 matter between the

Central and the State govern-
ments of India attempt a
that. however well-meaning,

will land us unnecessarily in a
gquagmire.

It may be of interest to reca-
pitulate here how the tum
of water to be released to
Bangladesh down Farakka as
incorporated In the 1977
agreement was determined.
First. the flow at Farakka was
averaged out from agreed
recor data for 25 years (1948
to 1973). Seventy-five per cent
of this flow was taken as the de-
pendable flow. Based on this,
the amount was divided be-
tween Bangladesh and India

more or less on a of
60 to 40 Thu:%w:m

Meanwhile the need since
1977 has increased. Also, envi-
ronmentalist recommend that
a river should always have
some amount of flow to keep it

and Gorai, the most important
distributary gets its offtake
closed in January and it wont
be long before it becomes a dead

a conflict between the two par
ties. India did t third-
party arbitration in case of

Shall we conclude by saying
that the Ganges water-sharing
}s&ufh haummb-:cn discussed at
ength in this country h
because it has been. as !Frmm:
pain in our neck, for the last 45
years” We must remember how-
ever that the dry season flow of
the Brahmaputra is four times
more than (67 per cent) that of
the Ganges(16 per cent). It is ex-
tremely important therefore to
closely examine all the relevant
issues of the Ganges sh be-
cause there will be a ar-
gument to duplicate it in the
case of the river later. If
we lose here one unit, the
loss in the other case will be 4
times as much. We must re-
member that in all interna-
tional dealings éach country

whether the G water-shar- out of the bilateral L. dentious propaganda is being ves its national interest the
ing be delinked from other Hence delinking, On the other hand. lll "ﬂ'm carried m::tr lE is regard For taken as the dependable flow tg;pu'rmt priority .
issues. This means whether to A second issue is whether we  agreement does not allow us to example, such phrases as for the from Jan 1 to
begin with only the Ganges should go for a bilateral agree- our development projects "ground reality”. "available wa- 10. This was divided between The writer is a Vice-
sharing be discussed leaving out  ment on Ganges water-sharing related to water. The projected ter” and the like are in circula- Bangladesh and India as 58500 Chancellor of the University o
the other 53 shared rivers with  or whether Nepal should also be Ganges Barrage scheme or for tion and seem to be taking on. cusec for B and 40000 Dhaka and a former ambas-
India. Secondly. whether all included as a party. In the case  that matter any plan for opti- What many people do not for India. e dependable sador to Senegal
A Bit ab he P with Apologi
it about the Press, wit pologies
ODAY | have decided to “The press has a duty to say something courageous and true.” — Joseph Pulitzer an issue. right or wrong. and the
tread on a subject that o given [reedom, in such cases,
gives me bread and at are not used judiciously or re-

the same time sensitive from
many angles. Bul some readers
of this column pointed out that
there was much to write about
the press in Bangladesh. |
finally decided to go for it when
1 was shocked to hear/read
comments made against a
section of the newspapers by
former president Abdur
Rahman Biswas. a general ap-

al for "objective” reporting gy

rime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and complaints by main o -
sition leader Khaleda Zia that
the press was 'uniriendly” to-
wards her party. Thus. all | can
say for now — Bon Courage!

It was by chance | was at the
Bangabhaban presidential
Falace on October 7 trying to
ind out exactly how the in-
vestiture programme of the
much-loved new  President
Shahabuddin Ahmed would be
held and decided to stay on once
| learned Mr Biswas would be
delivering his last official
speech soon. "Some" journalists
were invited.

Mr Biswas used the oppor-
tunity to defend the charges
brought against him during his
term in office and promised to
speak out once out of Bangab-
haban. The two most important
comments were about the mili-
tary and the cFress- The press
was very kind to the ex-Presi-
dent. Both. by my senses,
should have got priority in
newspapers. The Ingilab put the
press part way down, while oth-
ers thought best to avoid it. |
quote him and leave the judge-
ment to the readers.

"Despite a lot of criticism |
kept quiet, because [ wanted to
organise general elections so
that the Uttarpara (military)
could not enter.” Without nam-
ing anyone, he said there had

Sometimes truth hurts. Sometimes reports are slanted. Sometimes we forget to balance the stories by writing
the opinion of people concerned in the report. Although, it is often not easy to reach the people in question, but I

WI#MW&mEﬁthmﬂpn version.

been a group which did not want
him to com his full term as
it was "against institutionalis-
ing democracy in the country.”
And "l do not know what they
(some newspapers) are. humans
or Satans, ma EVeIl WOrse —
Iblis?” he said ref to "un-
founded” reparts about his fam-

ily.

The |:lr:mier during a meet-
ing with editors of national
dailies and news agencies ap-
pealed for "objective” reporting,
while Begum }ia was now work-
ing to publish two BNP-spon-
sored newspapers, besides the
existing Dinkal daily. after
charging the press was not
‘iriendly” towards her party.

Why Mr Biswas had such
harsh words for journalists.
even though personally I feel he
could have saved that for some
other occasion. Why do Sheikh
Hasina and Ecggum Zia apgcar
unhappy too with the press”

Sometimes trut hurts.
Sometimes reports are slanted.
Sometimes we forget to balance
the stories by writing the opin-
ion ol pec:ﬁh- concerned in Lhe
report, Although. it is often not
easy to reach the people in ques-
tion, but I believe if it hurts or
maligns someone, it is best to
wait for a version.

The Dhaka Reporters’ Unity
(DRU) recently organised a
workshop on “Reporting
Ethics and Practices.” A very
welcome topic. but I would like
to ask why such an organisa-
tion for unity? Are the re-
ggrters disunited and if so why?

e workshop could have ad-
dressed these questions. The

workshop concluded that
“healthy growth of journalism
is adversely affected in the
country by frequent violations
of professional code of ethics by
media professionals.” also
underlined the need for putting
an end to “yellow” journalism
(BSS report).

Except for one ﬂnlmnil?'
teacher, the rest were journal-
the |

ists. They admitted
widespread existence of yellow
journalism. We should now ask
why some ol our colleagues are
not honouring the ethics.
Frankly lot of good words are
preached. but are not practised,

~ We must also ask what the
foreign press is reporting.
Again, by my observations,
problems exist there, too, on the
same lines, specially suppres-
sion of news by way of IEPII—)EEI‘I'
sorship in some cases.

. The reporter concesmed feels
;E the report WUH his
olftical idol arnd he®Woids that
or drops the whole matter,

:musc the editbrstare thou-

sand miles away and are un-
aware about daily details on
what is happening here. When
colleagues visit to cover some
major dml?m:ntn here, they
are briefed by some re-

IN FOOL'S PARADISE?
by Nadeem Qadir

specially those which have po-
litical angles. Sometimes even
by those who preach!

 The division of the press
emerged clearly soon after the
return of democracy in 1991 on
partisan lines and not over any
major national issue. With it
came self-censorship on the
same lines.

At the DRU workshop Mr
Syed Kamaluddin of the Far
Eastern Economic Review said,
"Those who work in newspapers
thaf support their politics. tend
to overdo it." I would like to add
that by my observation the
practice also exists in journals
considered independent, al-
though not frequently, depend-
ing on the reporter and also
who edits the copy.

porters/editors along their
Eart lines. "Sometimes these
riefs sounded like the words of
a party activist.”" commented on
a visiting journalist recently.
Some newspapers oilten
quote a foreign radio if the re-
ort [avours their views on
ngladeshi issues. The service
turns into a "Bible" suitably and
cursed when not. More impor-
tantly, are we not confident of
whal we are reporting our-
selves? Politicians speak great
words about journalists, but
they too quote f radio or
newspaper reports suitably. I
think these ne apers take
away the credibility of their
own reporters by ing for-
eign radio about a domestic is-
SLIC.
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Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

address.
An appeal to PSC

Sir, | have gt?nt through a re-
cently published report in a
vernacular daily that Bangla-
desh Public Service Commi-
ssion (PSC) is contemplating to
change the existing BCS
Examinations system. A new
decision is going to be made
over the optional subjects
which is expected to be intro-
duced.

It is assumed that the candi-
dates from sclence discipline
always cut a good figure in the
optional subjects than the can-
didates of others. In the wake of
such a discrimination, PSC is
planning to define some sub-
jects as all the candidates irre-
spective of their disciplines can
be benefited.

It has also been stated in
that report that acco to the
existing system the candidates
of technical degree holder
(Agriculture. Engineering,
M enjoy both technical
cadre and administrative jobs.
As a rcuulthtﬁ t:andig:;ea of
Arts degree holder are riving
of their requisite jobs. So, keep-
htlf this matter under consider-
ation PSC will engage some ex-
peris to find out an immediate
solution to the matter.

_ My question is that as there
' is no special educational course
for Magistrate, ASP or for other
strative jobs and since

the PSC is duty-bound to em-
loy the fittest persons of the
public. Then, why the candi-
dates of technical degree holder
will not be allowed to apply to
those administrative posts.
Sometimes PSC advertises
without allotting any post for

. cadre service or allots such a

few posts which are not ade-
quate compared to the number
of candidates. In that case what
will happen for the candidates
who deserve technical cadre
service?
I therefore, would like to re-
uest PSC authority to intro-
31.11:: such an effective and com-
prehensive method, as all BCS
candidates irrespective of their
academic disciplines can avail

equal opportunity of having the
posits of administrative cadre.
Md Mustafizur Rahman

4/6, Pallabi. Mirpur

Dhaka-1221

Studying at
Jahangirnagar
Sir, The Jahangirnagar
University is the first and lone
residential university in our
country. It is foun in 1970
and started functioning with
four departments in 1972.
Meanwhile, 25 years have

passed. At present about 4,500
students are studying in 20 de-

partments under three faculties
and one institute. For those

students, there are nine halls of

resident of which four are for
fernale students,

Because of the "residential”
characteristic of the university,
it is not sible for the author-
ity to allow more students for
limited accommodation in the
halls. Every year about 40,000
students ap E for the admis-

i

sion test an s number is in-
creasing every year. Among
these, only students are to

be admitted, though nearly
1500 students are possible to be
thought here because of the uni-
versity has a large number of
teachers.

If possible, the university
authority should admit more
students to give them the .
tunity to obtain higher educa-
tion gcyund its residential fa-
cilities.

I urge upon the authority to
take immediate steps to meet
the above-mentioned concep-
tion.

Md Aminul Islam
Department of English
Ja irnagar University

FMDA

Sir, It is heartening to know
through a recent news item in
all the dailies of Dhaka that an
organisation called "Founda-
tion for Moral Development
Approach (FMDA)" has been
established under government
registration at Dhaka (B a-
desh) with a view to pro
the causes to ensure real peace
and justice for mankind all
over the world.

The o tive of the FMDA is
to combat and curb all the cru-
cial problems of the contempo-

e e ——

Biases are a part of human
nature and the press cannot be
Al exc n, but it has to keep
in mind that it does not affect
lactual side of the report. An ag-
grieved [riend said of his supe-
rior "once the BSS was like a

Bible to him... it ign't now. | am

confused ~is really diffi-
cull ’wnrk such situa-
tial 3 B _

1"dlso fail to wfrigerstand
what is meant by "meeting of
samomana” or like-minded
journalists. In recent days
newspapers reported about such
meetings by political leaders.
But those of us not considered to
be in the category were deprived
from doing our haaic]ﬂ_‘hl— col-
lecting information. s also
encourages partisan journal-

ism.

opponents bring out
the harsh reality along with
some questions, pointedly
made to embarrass leaders
without news value. Yet, | be-
lieve a seasoned politician
should have the courage to face
all that, however annoying or
unworthy of being a news.

At the DRU workshop, Ka-
maluddin Bhai said, "Million
of people make up their mind
on current issues on the
basis of the news they read or
hear. The freedom to write what
they chose fit is. of course, a
part of fundamental right of a
newsman. but at the same time,
he has to use that freedom -
ciously and responsibly. Free-

dom does not mean a licence.

Evaluation of his statement:

yellow journalism is aimed at
creating public opinion about

e ——— — e ——

rarv world like AIDS, poverty,
violation of human ts, en-
vironment pollution, oppres-
sion on women, terrorism. drug
abuses, smo etc., through
an unified and package-deal
approach of universal moral
development programme
which will certainly create
moral awareness and public
opinion against all immeoral
activities contributing to the
severely hazardous problems of
human bei today.

We feel proud {hat such an
organisation has emerged from
‘our' B adesh. We congratu-
late Prof. Dr. Abu Obaidul
Haque and Mahmuda Faizun-
nesa, Founder President and
General Secretary of the FMDA
for establishing such a noble
and humanitarian or sa-
tion in the greater welfare of
mankind. We wish success of
FMDA to save the human be-
ings from its certain annihila-
tion Cﬂu“‘“i“"mlh the conse-
quences of human immoral ac-
tivities.

Nishat Parvin

3rd Yr. (Hons). Department of
Sociology,

Dhaka University.

Unutilised land of tea

Sir, Most of us do not know
what is happening in the lacs of
acre of hilly land that com-

ses the tea gardens of

vision. Generally, Tea d
and Land Ad m the

overnment are su to
th after the Putﬂlutlun
of hilly lands out to the
foreign and national compa-
nies. It is known that most of
the tea gardens in the het
Division hardly utilise 50 per

most tragi
our country.

In.!mlllhorltinn with the polit-
ie

dirty political support, the po-

thll::m and T&:a Board n:.l?y Land
ministration gener -
form bm‘:ntzﬁfbymﬂ! mpt?le
return su t tea gar-

I if i

am sure survey is
done by honest upright of-
ﬂci:l:?the truth will come out
and it will be found that the
most of the tea have left
more than 50 per cent of the
land leased out to them, as fal-
low land. But is it justified on
the part of the government to
keep the fallow land as gar-
dens?

Government should adopt a
policy to lease out the
unu lands of tea gardens
to the nttw entre in-
ten 0 rubber planta-
umdl{mlg this unutilised lands.
We should keep in mind that
rubber plantation is much more
beneficial to the entrepreneurs
as well as to the nation than tea

antation rubber has imunense
polentialities. Government

should lease the unutilised

lands of tea gardens to the new
urs. The unutilised

f“andi should be dcttcll:;lhonly
through proper s on-
est uwﬂi have to

s who
overcome the malpractice of

t rich lease holders of
government lands.

Abdul Kasem

Kunarpara. Sylhet

Student violence in
Bangladesh

Sir, Student violence, is the

¢ human misery in
form

parties. and in order to gain

S ————————
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sponsibly.

Of licence, who is there to
check the wrongs? Recently The
Financial Express newspaper

ublished an article by Dutch

rolessor Gerard A M van den
Heuval There was not much

ood words about the

angladesh press and he high-
lighted that seven English
dailies reported on the same
day about a soccer violence, but
gave seven different figures
about the number of in-
jured in the incident.

He asked "What is true?
Whom to believe?" Because the
t]!‘%re varied between six and

When there is a major storm,
such discrepancies in figures
are prominent in some foreign
press reports with "..... number
ol fishermen missing and
feared dead” the easiest go.

The Bangladesh press
achieved great feats by the
might of their pen for decades,
like the independence war. the
1990 mocracy campaign
and issues relating to election.
Why can't we work to unite

— after all it does
not to any party or any
individual, it is our mother-

land. The task now should be to
help President Shahabuddin in
his task to end the political di-
vide and reach a consensus on
major national issues.

I am quoting a line
from an editorial of The
Star published on October 13,
1992 : "As for us in the media,
let us never forget reliability
and authenticity are our prin-
cipal safeguards.”

The writer is the Special
Correspondent with Agence
France-Press (AFP). Dhaka
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litical parties instigate the stu-
dent to them and
they (students) indulge them-
selves in arson, looting burning
public and government vehicles
and properties etc. The recent
occurrence of student brutality
in Dhaka and Bogra are the
most humiliating setbacks of
the Awami League government
in its two-month-long rule in
the country. The st t com-
munity is the asset and they are
our future. 1 therefore, appeal to
the politicians to refrain them-
selves from using students for
this cheap political gain.

In western developed coun-
tries, their coun remain
to the activities exclusively to
their own benefit such as stu-
dents' welfare. They never in-
dulge in politics of their coun-

try.
r}f“_ the government sincerely
wants to win co-operation of
the mass then it should
immediately ban the student
litical wings such lidul;;
hhatra League support
the Awami e . the Chhatra
Dal supperted by the BNP and
the Chhatra Shibir supported
by the Jamaat-e-Islam and en-
courage them to devote them-
selves to students’ welfare and
their own studies. To attain this

F)al.the ment should go
or a tion, if necessary. to

this . The peace-loving
public will delinitely welcoine
such an action. But a small sec-
tion of the e. who wants

cheap political gain by using

students may . but in the

opposec
Io"ﬁ run, they will also realise
the of the action.
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