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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina seeing the progress of construction work of the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge at Bhuapur in Tangail yesterday.

PM: Complete work on JMB

From Papge |

ready been allocated to the
railway authorities.

Earlier, Muyeed Chowdhury
informed the Primme Minister
that the overall actual physical
progress of the project was 55
per cent against a planned tar-
get of 69 per cent. Considering
the size and complexities of the
project. the progress achieved is
satisfactory, he said. However,
he added that steps were being
taken to expedite the work in
order to complete the project

Chowdhury told the Prime
Minister that the bridge would
ultimately be capable of carry-
ing a dual carriage road with
provision for traffic and break-
down lane in each direction, a
sifigle tract metre gauge rail-
track, a 230-kv electrical power
line, a high pressure natural gas
pipeline, and telecommunica-
tion cables.

Chowdhury said that the
bridge, one of the biggest in the
world, would have a life s of
100 years. Possible cyclone and
storms during this period are
taken into consideration as
well as anti-earthquake devicées
will be used so that the bridge
can withstand any such natural
calamities or disasters.

Besides, under the massive
river training work, necessary
protective work has been under-
taken at Bhuapur hard-point,
on the eastern bank of Jamuna,
upstream of the bridge, to main-
tain a ‘strong point',on the
bank, he added.

The Primne Minister was also
apprised of other aspects of the
project including construction
of approach roads on both east
and west banks, action plans on
environment management and
resettlements.

Elaborating on the plans,
Chowdhury informed the Prime
Minister that under the reset-
tlement plan, the affected peo-
ple of the project area would be
provided transfer grant, house
construction aids, grant to
cover 50 per cent premium and
one-time cash grant for share

Khaleda
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sonal assistant Mosaddeqg Ali
Falu and former Bangladesh
ambassador to Saudi Arabia
and BNP leader Mir Nasirud-
din, sources close to the BNP
chief said.

Begum Zia is likely to returmn
home on October 22 or 23.

During her stay in Saudi
Arabia, the opposition leader is
scheduled to meet the Saudi

. She will also meet leaders

of her party's units in that
country, BNP sources said. +

croppers and day labourers.

Besides, the authorities
would also give stamp duty if
any alfected persons purchase
lands. Under the Tk 24-crore
environmental protection plan,
programmes have been taken
up to study the apprehension of
extinction of some of the
species ol wildlife and aquatic
habitat and destruction of fish-
eries resources, he said.

The 4.8 bridge would be con-
siructed with the main objec-
tive to establish a strategic link
between the eastern and western
portion ol Bangladesh, in-

tegrate the country by generat-
ing multifacted benefits tor the
people and promote better inter-
regional trade. economic and
social development.

The Prime Minister was
later taken to different points
of the Jamuna river associated
with the project by a motor
launch and appri her of the
technologies and strategies,
being lollowed in the construc-
tion of such a gigantic project.

The Prime Minister also
visited the pile driving and pre-
cast deck units where work was
going on round the clock.

Three killed 1n
Moulvibazar
road accident

MOULVIBAZAR, Oct 12:
Three persons including a cou-
ple were killed when a minibus
and an auto-rickshaw collided
head-on at Giasnagar Bazar on
Dhaka-Sylhet Highway today.

Auto-rickshaw driver Gias
Uddin, 65, and a passenger Ab-
dul Bari, 42, died on the spot.
Moulvibazar thana police said.
Bari's wife was admitted to Os-
mani Medical Cﬂllﬁlge Hospital
in Sylhet in critical condition.
She succumbed to her injuries
this evening.

Gias Uddin hailed from
Sadhuhati village and Abdul
Bari from Kachua village under
Sadar thana, police said.

ROK navy ship
leaves Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Oct 12: The
visiting frigates and a training
ship ol Republic of Korea Navy
left Chittagong today ending
their four-day goodwill visit to
Bangladesh. reports BSS.

Commanded by Rear Admi-
ral Oh Seung-Yull, the Korean
Navy Flotilla had a comple-
ment of 74 officers. 165 cadets
and 401 sailors.
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Bus strike 1n
Dhaka-N"ganj
route

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 12: Bus
communication between Dha-
ka and Narayanganj came lo a
standstill as bus and minibus
owners and workers in the
route went on an indefinite
strike from nine this morning.

They went on strike pro-
testing relocation of Dhaka-
Narayanganj bus terminal
from Glisten to a place near the
Joi Kali Mandir in Dhaka city
and ch £ the route via Ka-
malapur through Motijheel, ac-
cording sources in the Bus-
Minibus Owners' Association.

The sources also alleged that
two bus conductors were al-
legedly beaten up by a traffic
sergeant at Moujheel in Dhaka

this morning when the bus
made an unscheduled halt
there

Heroin worth
Tk 1.25 cr seized

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 12: Police
scized heroin worth about Tk
1.25 crore and a pipegun lrom a
furniture shop at Ramdha
Bazar under Beanibazar thana
this afternoon and arrested one
person from the spot.

Police said on getting secret
informations, they raided
‘Samrat Furniture' at about 7
pm today, thC{l seized a packet
containing eroin and a
pipﬁun from there.

e arrested person was
identified as Abdus Salam of
village Ujandhaki in Beani-
bazar thana.

A printed label containing
"Double tiger 100x100 number-
one heroine made in Thailand.”
was found pasted on the packet,
police said.

A case was filed in this con-
nection.

Khulna city AL,
BCL clash

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 12: Two more
ggrsuns were injured in a clash
tween two rival groups here

tnd_?_i,;.
e supporters of the city AL
vice president Ibne Zaman and
former city Chhatra League
resident Ashraf Hassain were
ocked in a two hour fierce
clash near Bangabashi High
School at Khalishpur.
According to police, the two
qu s have been fighting since
ast Tuesday in which at least
six persons have so far been in-
jured.

Miss World

From Page 1

On Friday, Kiran Bedi, Indi-
a's first woman police officet
and Magsaysay award winner,
joined the anti-pageant chorus.

"The show is an insult to
women," she said in B ore.
[ will never attend such obscene
beauty competitions. Stripping
women in the rome of beauty
should stop. | cannot stand
seeing such obscene display.”

She urged the le of Ban-
galore to boycott the show.

Arcot, however, said the
protestors were "only interest
Emllli’ﬂ and did not t the
people at large. The surveys we
and (some] newspapers have
done have shown most people
su the event.

ewspapers are not seeing
this in perspective, he said.
"The protests are not doing a
great deal of good and will have
an adverse impact overseas.

"India is on test and people
want to know if we are capable
of putting up a show like this,
he said

Arcot, however, said the or-
sers were more than satis-
ed with the security arrange-
ments. The contestants are se-
cure all iy
The Miss World contest was
held in London from 1951 until
1989 before it moved to Sun
City in South Africa,

n 1994 Indian model Aish-
warya Rai won the Miss World
title while her compatriot
Sushmita Sen was crowned

Miss Universe.
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Hasina tells party workers

Launch fresh movement
for economic freedom

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the Awami League workers to
launch a fresh movement to
drive out y and illiteracy
and to build a happy and pros-

mu: ‘Sonar Bangla'. reports

"Through a movement, we've
established people's right to
vote. Now we've to launch an-
other movement to ensure peo-
ple's right to food.” she told a
special meeting of the City
Awami e at the Interma-
tional Conference Centre in the
evening.

The prime minister said now
the ruling Awami League have
to restart the movement for
economic freedom of the people
to complete the unfinished task
of Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man.

Bangabandhu was brutally
killed the anti-liberation
forces he had started the
work fu;{ thl: e:mnuEic m -

tion of the people, s :
E:lluw it is the duty of the sol
diers of Ba bandhu to com-
plete his unfinished task, the
task to flower smile on the faces
of the suffering and exploited
millions.”

Referring to the trial of the
killers of Bangabandhu. his son
Russel and all other members of
the Bangabandhu's family will
be held on this soil

People wants the trial of the
killers as that killing consti-
tutes, a clear violation of hu-
man rights, said Hasina.

Alluding to the fishing net
that wrapped 'Basanti. the
Awami League president said
the conspirators had spread the
net of the mischievous design to
kill Bangabandhu and throw
Bangladesh to the depth of
degradation and backwardness

Castigating those who were

Mob attacks fire
fighters 1n
N’ganj : 50 hurt

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Oct 12: AL
least 50 people, including four
fire fighters, were injured when
a mob attacked fire lighters and
police resorted to lathi charge
to bring the situation under
control at a market that was
gutted in a fire here last night.

Fire brigade sources said,
angry people beat four fire
fighters. damaged a fire thling
vehicle and threw some of their
equipment into a nearby ditch.
Loca ple alleged that the
fire ters were late in start-
ing the fire fighting operation.

Witnesses said, police lathi
:hanl as the mob attacked the
fire tighters for the delay and
for ru out of water. But,
fire fighters claimed that it was
not possible for them to act
k]
speedily due to unplanned

“structures built there at Ukil-

para leaving no room for free
and easy movement of the fire
brigade vehicles.

e injured were, however,

released after first aid.
Bcgmmnﬁ‘ at 9:45 yester-
day. fire fighters tmﬂvcr five
hours to extinguish the blaze
that burnt some 500 shops at
the hosiery market at Ukilpara
in the town. Fire brigade

sources suspected that the fire

might have originated from an
electric iron.

Accordi to records, the
hosiery market at Ukilpara ex-
plfrinltnl:tcd three bi Era;h over
the last one year. Fire ters
said un structures made
of and tin and non-avail-
ability of space needed for vehi-
cles hampered their ation.

President of Baxﬁlladcsh
Hosiery Association, aj Ab
dur Rashid in a statement today
demanded of the government to
rehabilitate the shopowners
immediately and provide them

with a compensation package.

behind that "conspiracy”, she

noted with anguish that
Bangabandhu had been killed
and ti's fate could not be

ch . On the contrary. thou-
sands of Basantis were born
during the rule of those con-

spirators.

The anti-liberation forces
did for the people, they
remained sy in protecting

their own interésts, said the
Prime Minister, adding that the

ruling ﬂ?w:ml e is thic

party the people and will

work for ameliorating the suf-
of the peopie.

said all workers of the

would have to work to the

of their ability to fulfill the

hopes and aspiration of the
ﬁrplc. “We've nothing to a

ourselves. We must st by

the people and serve them

whole-heartedly "

“"Party workers are the main
force behind implementation of
the programmes to eradicate il-
literacy and poverty, she said
reiterating her government's
pledge to remove
within next ten years.

City Awami League president

and Dhaka city mayor Mo-
hammad Hanil presided over
the meeting.

AL leader lodges
case against 6

fertiliser dealers

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Oct 12 An Awami
League leader was filed a case
against six fertiliser dealers ol
Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
tries C ation (BCIC) and a
retail -EIE: for allegedly creat-
ing artificial fertilizer crisis In
Harguna district.

cording to police, Golam
Mostafa, labour secretary of
Barguna district Awami League
has lield a case against Selim
Mirdha, Narayan Das, Kanchan
Ali, Saha Alam. Majnu, Sunil
Masler and Aziz.

Most of them are now ab-
sconding to avoid arrest, police
said

Meanwhile, JCD workers
and supporters brought out a
procession in Barguna town to-
day dcma.udmﬂhrt ular supply
of fertiliser Lo the {armers

Rape of woman
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Meanwhile, the victim,
Sima were taken to the forensic

artment at Chittagong Med-
ical College Hospital for test
this moming. But Sima refused
to undergo test by male doctor
and as a result, a medical board
including female doctors was
formed to complete the test to-
morrow, sources concerned
said.

The four police personnel
including a sub-inspector were

put under suspension lollowing
incident that sparked 1! <cii=i-
tioin here.
Bangabazar
From Page |

tail market of clothes experi-
enced two devastating fires ear-
lier.

All 2100 markets in the clus-
ter of Gulistan., Adarsha, Ma-
hanagari and Bangabazar
hawkers markets were bumt to
ashes during the devastating
fire of November 27 last ;

The second fire incident on
the night of January 29 at
Bangabazar destroyed at least
120 shops of the market, barely
two weeﬂi after its reconstruc-
tion.

The first fire, according to
reports, caused a loss of Tk 200
crore, said an official.

Electric short circuit. ac-
cording to the inquiry commit-
tee reports, was the main cause
of the earlier fire incidents in
the market.

illiteracy
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Tk 4 lakh snatched
from tea garden

manager
CHITTAGONG, Oct 12:
Snatchers took away Tk four

lakh from a tea garden n:u\f
in Karbalartila area wunder
Fatikchhari thana today. re-

ports UNB.
Police and witnesses said a
llnl:: of seven miscreants
the jeep c the
man of Euirum Tea
Garden and snatched the money

at ];','L_:‘l—;u:int_
¢ manager was carrying

the money from Bibirhat
branch of Janata Bank for pay-
ing salaries of the tea garden
employees. '

A case was filed with local
police but none was arrested.

Alleged dacoit
beaten to death

PANCHAGAR. Oct 12: An al-
leged dacoit was beaten to death
by the will s of Zalazali vil-
lage under Atwari thana of the
district last night, reports BSS

The villagers caught red-
handed one ol the dacoits while
they were attempting to cormmit
decoity there. They beatl the da

coit causing his Instantaneous
death

A case has been lodged with
the local thana in this regard

Ozone hole
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blocks most of the sun's ultra-
violet rays which can have ad-
verse effects on people and an-
imals. Its steady depletion,
thought to be caused by man-
made chemicals, Is closely
monitored each S ber and
October by the ;

Ozone loss is most easily
measured in the Antarctic
spring season when cold tem-
peratures combine with the
sun's rays to create the condi-
tions for maximum ozone de-
pletion.

In the atmospheric layer be-
tween 17 kilometres (10.6
miles) to 22 kilometres (13.7
miles), WMO n found "com-
plete annihilation,” Bojkov

said .
Water talks
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water issue.

He said: "We have already re-
sumed bilateral discussion
with India to resolve the vexed
problem of water sharing ami-
cably and equitably.

Azad also rejected the idea of
involving any third country
like Bhutan at this stage to re-
solve the Ganges issue.

The Foreign Minister said
Bangladesh's bilateral issues
with neighbouring countries,
including India, could be re-
solved by political goodwill and
good intention.

Samad Azad said in his
statement he has informed the
General Assembly of Bangla-
desh's outstanding issue with
India over the sharing of the
Ganges water and that the two
countries were holding bi-
lateral discussions in an atmo-
sphere of confidence and trust
to resolve this problem.

Another report adds: Pak-
istan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto will meet ladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in Rome next month.

Both the prime ministers
will be in the Italian capital in
connection with the FAO World
Summit. Foreign Minister Ab-
dus Samad Azad told reporters.

From Page 1

also we want to see what condi-
tions they wish to tag.” he told
the cmﬂeﬂ press conlerence at
the Finance Ministry.

The minister, however,
hoped that the country would
not need any support as the for-
eign exchange reserve is in-
creasing due to ri rt in-
come and remittance which
rose by 15 per cent to 337 mil-
lion US dollars in July-
September period.

"We anticipate that the forex
reserve will reach 2.3 billion
US dollar mark at the end of the
fiscal,” the minister said. He in-
formed that country's foreign
exch reserve had been at
the 1 of 1.99 billion dollars
for last few months.

Finance Secre Dr Akbar
Ali Khan, who had accompa-
nied the minister in the trip,
told newsmen the country needs
an ent with I if it
wants to withdrew the rest of
currency restrictions in
medium and long term.

“There is ng to panic,”
the official said, addhtlhg that
currency restriction on the cur-
rent account need to be with-
drawn to net significant
amount of foreign private capi-
tal inflow.

Bangladesh completed an

ESAF amme with a loan
f m&"ﬂnm SDR (Special

(4]
Dra Rights), equivalent to
450 dnlllr:lin 1993. It
was under a Structural Adjust-
ment Facility (SAF) programme
1986.
s time, the country will
receive 345 million SDR,
equivalent to rm.glly 600 mil-

lion US dollars, lurpclrl.lnl
balance-of-payment situation,
if the EASF n ation com-

Terming his visit fruitful,
the Finance Minister said dur-
ing his meeting with World

Bank President James Wolfen-
sohn he had been assured of all
cooperation from the Bank
group for the continued devel-
opment of B adesh.

The World Bank president
will visit Bangladesh next
February or March and discuss
with the Prime Minister and
the Finance Minister expedit-
ing the disbursement of aid now
in the pipeline, he said.

Kibria said Wolfensohn wel-
comed the democratic transi-
tion in Bangladesh and hoped
that the new government which
came to power with full public
su would be able to ensure
economic stability and growth.

The minister said the Bank
chief appreciated government's
'serious’ commitment for re-
form and assured that the
donor agency would provide
allout support to the govern-
ment for successful implemen-
tation of the reforms.

Referring to the si of an
agreement in Washington on
micro-credit project for the ru-
ral areas, he said the World
Bank would provide the country
with 104 million US dollars
under the 3

The fund, equivalent to
about Tk 400 crore, will come in
addition to the resources al-
ready allocated through the
current budget for the small
credit and poverty-alleviation

pruﬂ'nmnmn.
bria said he also had suc-
cessful discussion with the Ex-

ecutive Vice-president of Inter-

national Finance ation
(IFC), a World Bank for
private-sector development,
which had neglected Bangla-
desh for 5

The IFC, he said, has agreed

to increase portfolio invest-

ment in Bangladesh, upgrade its
office in Dhaka, pr assis-

tance for private-sector devel-
opment, participate in the

Talks with IMF soon: Kibrial

lanned investors forum in
haka and provide technical
services.

Referring to the Common-
wealth and the World Bank-
IMF meetings, the minister said
he had stressed continued flow
of official development assis-
tance and considering socio-
economic reality of a country
while aid conditions.

Replying to a question on re-
cent restriction imposed by the
central bank on term loans,
Kibria said he supported the
move as the commercial banks
are not supposed to provide
long-term industrial credit.

The minister, however, said
the banks had been asked to
provide small loans in a liberal
way. The commercial banks
B B s o

ca n
b5 s0 that risks are !ha.roim

He informed that the Cabi-
net would consider a I:umln:ruge
‘tey act on Monday which will
later place in Parliament. When
enacted, he said, it will allow
legal action against the loan
defaulters.

Replying to another ques-
tion on recent dismissal of
adesh Bank Deputy Gov-
ernor Mahbubur Rahman Kh-
an, the minister said an en-
committee would submit

its report by this month on the

matter,
To a quéry about the rise in
inflation rate, he put it to 4 per
per cent in

cent, up from 3.

J

h Bank Governor
Khorshed Alam, Banking Divi-
sion Secretary Shah Abdul
Hannan, Economic Relations
Division Secretary Dr Mashiur
Rahman and National Board of
Revenue Chairman Dr Sadaat
Hussain were present at the

press

+

ALCWC : BNP conspiracy
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Shamsul Hugq and Prof Fazlul
| T

Dhaka Division: Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury MP lcads
the team Other members are:
Salauddin Yusuf MP, Obaidul
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin. Be-
ﬂ_.;.m vy Rahman, Rahmat Ali

. Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim
MP. Siddiqur Rouf Khan.
Advocate Shahara Khatun, Ma-
tiur Rahman Talukdar. Reaz-
uddin Ahmed Razu MP. Imam
Uddin Ahemd., Nurul Fazal

Bulbul. Al Kumkum. and
Nurul Majid :
Svylhet Division: Tofael

Abhernd MP will Jead the team.
Other members are Dewan
Farid Gazi, Suranjit Sengupta.
Abdul Kader Si ui MP. Az-
izur Rahman. Abdul Matin
Khasru MP. Nurul Islam Nalid
MP. Akhtaruzzaman MP. Sul-
tan Mohammad Monsur Ah-
med MF

Barisal Division: Abdur
Razzak MP will head the team
Other members are  Dr Mo-
hammad Selim MP AHSK

SAPTA

From Page |

criticised foreign minister Ab-
dus Samad Asad for his offl-
(1al consultation on the issue
with Jyoti Basu. the Chief Min-
ister of West Bengal

Through this. the dignity of
the country has been down-
graded to a provincial status. he

"~ DSE
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“Its a direct result of gov-
ernment intervention in the
operation of a self-regulatory
body which was not desired in a
free market economy,” said Im-
tiaz Hossain, Chairman of the
DSE.

He said a number of in-
vestors rush to sell their
shares as the government
warned them about a possible
"disaster” in the capital market.

According to him, twe things
caused " ic" among the in-
vestors and the fall in share
market. One is government's

about speculation and
the other is "re-imposition of
circuit breaker.” he pointed out.

He. however, said that the
market would "regain soon” be-
cause the demand for shares
still persists. "But the
might be slower than s

owever, some DSE mem-
bers said the decline in the
share market was "natural” as
it had been surging for last few
months.

"It is natural that the market
would go for some corrections
after its s growth for few
weeks,” said Mian Abdur
DRBSE.hid‘ a senior member of the

"Otherwise the market would
have gone down more.” he said
appreciating the government's
initiative. .

"Circuit breaker” system on
share trading was re-imposed at
the DSE yesterday on the advice
of the Securities and Exch
Commission (SEC) to "save
share market from a massive
disaster.”

Under the system the price of
any company's share is not al-

lowed to be rise or fall by more
than 10 per cent compared to
the ous day’s closing rate.

the SEC issued a no-
tification on Wednesday warn-
mpi the investors ol possible
risk in trading of securities on
rumours or without v ng
the economic fundamentals of
companies.”

Sadigue MP. Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah MP, Abul Hossain
MP., KM Jahangir MP and
Mukul Bose.

Khulna Division: The team
will be headed by Amir Hossain
Amu. Other members are:
Shamsur Rahman Khan Shah-
jahan. m Chowd-
Lur}' MP, Advocate Yunus Ali,
Mirza Sultan Raza and Rashed
Mosharaf MP.

Rajshahi Division: Me-
hammad Abdul Jalil will lead
the team. Other members are:
Prof Abu Sayeed MP, HN
Ashigur Rahman MP. Advocate
Abdur Rahim. Advocate Gaziul
Huq. Dr SA Kadri, Abed Ali Ab-
dul Mannan, Hossain,
Abdur Rouf Chowdhu MP.
Satish Chandra MP. Mah
Rahman Manna. Fulu Sarkar
and Mizanur Rahman Manu
MFP

Aug 15 killing

Naik Yunus taken

on fresh remand

Lance Naik (Retd) Moham-
mad Yunus, arrested in connec-
tion with the killing of Banga-
bandhu. was taken on another 4
days police remand for the sec-
ond time yesterday. reports
LINB.

Earlier, Yunus, a securit

guard of Bangabandhu Shei
Mujibur Rahman, was taken on

four days' remand soon after
his arrest on October 7.

He was produced before the
Chiel Metropolitan Magis-
trate's Court after the first gu.r
day remand.

PIO’s son
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hit him with sticks and also
stabbed several times. The
friends of Munna, however,

managed to unhurt.

He was ru to Suhra-
wardy Hospital in critical
condition where doc-

tors declared him dead. Later.
the body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue.

Police said it was to
previous enmity and they ar-
rested

severl members

of "Joseph p" in connection
with the

The were identified

as Bashar, Bﬁ.l Selim. Shaw-
kat, N’Hm.' u and Moham-
mad Ali.
Munna was buried at
Martyred Intellectuals Grave-
ard after namaj-e-janaza at

alyanpur Jame Masjid after

Asr prayers Y.

I—E; q wani will be held
at house number 2/1 of road
number 10 at pur after
Asr prayers on October 15.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina expressed deep shock at
the death of the Principal In-
e s R

€ or

the Pﬂ}'iﬂ and
sympathies to the bereaved
familag

B (Information) Associa-
tion also the death of
the son of i member M
Makbul Ahmed. It also de-
manded exemplary punishment

to the killers.

Vickrey
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‘No. no, don't worry. I'm per-
fectly OK.™

Findlay described V as
an "absent-minded professor
type” who used to park several
blocks from Columbia and
roller-skate to work. The -
ous. heavy-set man never
his enthusiasm for his ideas.
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