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Nepali parliament
okwnbﬂltoﬂat

up HR commission

KATHMANDU, Oct 12: The
Nepali Parliament ended its
session on Friday after approv-
ing legislation to set up a hu-
man rights commission, offi-
cials said, reports Reuter.

‘It is an important step to
redress cases of human rights
violation and raise general
awareness on human rights,
said Mahesh Acharya, a deputy
in the ruling Centre-Right
Coalition who moved the legis-
lation

Parliament officials said
both houses of parliament
Ealas&rd the rights bill and then

Birendra formally closed
the aessmn on schedule.

Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba. who heads a three
party Centre-Right Coalition

overnment, ran into criticism
om the communist opposition
for failing to combat corrup-
tion.

Plot to blow up
FBI complex:
5 arrested

WASHINGTON, Oct 12: The
FBI has arrested five members
of a West Virginia militia group
on charges they plotted to blow
up a FBI's national fingerprint
records complex in the state,
law enforcement sources said
Friday, reports AP.

The five members of the West
Virginia Mountaineer Militia
were in FBI custody in Clarks-
burg. The bureaunFlanned an
afternoori news conierence at a
nearby field office, said the
sources, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

In Huntington, West Vir-
ginia. a local television report

said Edward Moore was charged
in federal court with conspiracy

to manufacture explosive mate-
rials. FBI agents refused to say
whether Moore had a connec-
tion with the alleged plot.

ERIELY

Dissident charged
with conspiring
against Beijing

China has charged student

dissident Wang Dan with con-
spiring to subvert the govern-
ment and setting up a network
to help other dissidents, a hu-
man rights nu said, AFP re-
ports from lﬁg

The Beijing No. 1 Interme-

diate Court handed Wang Dan's
indictment to his family on
Friday, the New York-based
Human Rights in China said in
a faxed statement. Signed by the
Beijing produratorate, it
charges Wang Dan-— who has
already been detained without
charge for 17 months with four
offences the most serious being
conspiracy to subvert the gov-
ernment’ by criticising the Chi-
nese government in articles
published in newspapers and
agazines.

Wife of Japanese
PM criticises
Washington Post

The wife of Japan's Prime
Minister taro Hashimoto
cnu::ised thc Washington Post
Friday, she objected to
an artlcle ublished aftcr she
was intenﬂewcd by the newspa-
per earlier this week, AFP re-
ports from Kurashiki.

Speaking on the cam
trail in her husband's Eum:
prefecture of Okayama in west-
ern Japan., Kumiko Hashimoto
accused the newspaper of
falsely portraying her hus-
band’'s motivation for running

in the local electoral district
alone.

10 feared dead in

Estonia road mishap

At least 10 schoolchildren
were feared dead Friday after a
bus carrying the children home
from a sports competition col-
lided with a truck in eastern Es-
tonia, officials said, AP reports
from Tallinn.

The bus was hit in the side by
a timber-loaded Kamaz truck
driving at high speed on coun-
try road near the town of Jo-
geva, local government head
Ravio Vagi told the Baltic News
Service (BNS). The bus driver
and at least 10 children 10
to 16 were feared dead in the ac-
cident, according to Vagi.

Blast kills 6 in
Algeria

A home-made bomb planted
by suspected Islamic militants
exploded Friday at a busy mar-
ketplace in the Algerian coastal
town of Kolea killing six people,
including three children and
wounding 72, the security ser-
vices said, AFP reports from
Algiers.

Seven of those hurt in the at-
tack in the town 30 kilometres
(18 miles) from Algiers were
said to be in a serious condi-
tion, security services said. But
doctors said about a dozen ca-
sualties were on the critical list
and had to have limbs ampu-
tated, several children were
also among the wounded.

Brazilian singer
Russo dies

Singer Renato Russo, who
helped turn the rock band
Legiao Urbana into one of
Brazil's most pn lar grou
died Frida ung infec
his rec cnmpan said. He
was 36, AP reports from Rio De
Janeiro.

EMI-Odeon issued a state-
ment praising Russo's "bound-
less t and the beauty of his
works and interpretations,
which we had the p of
reco for eternity.” 4.5
million records sold, Degian
Urbana — Urban Legion — was
the most successful of a genera-
tion of local bands that

ted in the -plains c
1980s. i

ital of Brasilia in

US denies any rift with ROK
UN council to condemn

DPRK’s sub incursion

SEOUL, South Korea, Oct 12:
The UN Security Council has
unanimously ofn A reso-
lution to condemn North Korea
for a recent submarine inflitra-
tion of rival South Korea,
Washington's top Asia
said Slturda Al?m“

“We call upon n.

its cl:lurll: Ch.l.l'* II.I
attitude.” Assistant Secretary ol
State Winston Lord told a news
conference ﬂlpgmg up his
three-day visit here on the
ramifications of the intrusion.

The discovery of the com-
munist sub on the South's east
coast triggered shock and
strengthened fears that te
its worsening economic diffi-
culties, the North was still seek-
ing dangerous military con-
frontation on the divided Ko-

rtagnuin ‘Lﬂaﬁrcan troops

launched a massive manhunt
for 26 North Korean agents be-
lieved to have come ashore
from the sub found stranded
September 18. So far, 22 have
been killed or found dead.
South Korea believes the
submarine was on a spy mis-

sion, while the North says it
ran aground by accident after
developing engine trouble and
that its crew was forced to come
ashore,

The North vowed "thousand-
fold” retaliation for the
killings Wash and South
Korea call it a serious violation
of the armistice that eanded the
1950-53 Korean War.

“We have just successfull
reached Lt in New Y
with all the countries on the Se-
curity Council on a
statement which expressed se-
rious concern over the North

Reuter adds: Wuhiﬁn'l
Asia official today ed
any rift with South Korea over
how to respond to a North Ko-
rean submarine incursion, and
he warned Pyongyang to
“change its attitude” towards
Seoul
"There have been to rifts in
our alliance.” Winston Lord told
a news conference at the end of
a three-day visit to Seoul to dis-
play US support for one of its
closest Asian allies

France calls for an end to Afghan ﬁghtmg

Taliban deny rounding up

men to boost war-effort

KABUL. Oct 12: The Taliban
militia today reacted furiously
to reports it was rounding up
men to boost their war-effort
against the ex-Afghan govern-
ment. threatening to “punish”
those who spread the story. re-

AFP.

Kabul's police command
warmed in a statement broad-
cast on Taliban-controlled Ra-
dio Kabul that "those who
manufacture frightening ru-
mours” would face an unspeci-

fied nishment.
e Taliban's acti Minis-
ter for Information Culture

Amir Khan Muttagi also flatly
denied the reports that men
were being rounded up in
mosques markets and even In
their homes in Kabul and sur-
rounding areas to fight the
ousted regime.

Rumours that the Taliban
are rounding up local people
and the remnants of the previ-
ous regime and making them
fight for us or even making
them walk across minefields to
clear them is an outright lie.” he

said.
"The are voluntarily
defendi e Islamic state of

Afghan ltln and have
to be at its service, we
never compelled local
Ftl:ﬂk join us, he added.
uttagi said residents of
Kabul and its surrounding
provinces were fed up with the
now toppled government of ex-
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani and that they were volun-
tarily joining the Taliban mili-
tids.

Locals have told AFP that
friends had been dragged from
mosques and bazaars In the ci
by Taliban fighters and
into service north of the capital
where the militia is battling to
fend off commando-style at-
tacks launched by the ex-gov-
ernment’'s top commander,
Ahmad Shah Masood.

In addition, they claim that
some men-often Panjshiris,

members of the former ruling

elite here are being taken from
thér homes at night before be-
ing shipped to conflict spots

Taliban to advance over the
area towards their enemies

without suffering casualties
themselves

says. Dghting be-

Another reports
Murad Beg sa
tween the Tlllhln reli
militia and supporters n?o“

ousted Af government
forced the c of a

20 kilometres (12 miles) north

dw.mmtﬂq,

Reuter adds: France called
on Friday for an end to civil
anistan and the
creation of a coalition govern-

strife in Afgh

ment in Kabul.

"France renews its call for a
ceasefire and a di
of the need for national recon-
ciliation and the creation of a

government representative of
Foreign Mini l;t'?

al rties.” 4
sman Jacques Rum
hlrdt told reporters.

alogue in light

UNSC threatens to impose
trade, travel ban on UNITA

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 12
The UN Security Council on
Friday threatened to impose
trade and travel sanctions
against UNITA from next
month in a bid to step up pres-
Eul:: on the former Angolan
rebels to comply with peace ac-
cords, re rtnXF'P Ee

In a resuluttnn adopted
unanimously, the 15-member
Council said it was ready to
consider imposing trade sanc-
tions and travel restrictions
against the National Wnion for
the Total Independence of An-
gola unless the UN chief re-
Borted by November 20 that

NITA was comp ﬂ{l
The Council ¢ for uub

stantial and genuine pr
by UNITA on 12 specific mlli
tarjr and political steps.

UNITA is blamed for the de-
lays in implementing the 1994
Lusaka ce accords, provid-
ing for a joint military and na-

tional unity government which
put an end to two decades of

civil war in N'I%Dil.
The Council said that the

continuing delays on key mili-
tary and p-ulltlca] issues "are no
lunft able.”

called on UNITA notably
to complete the military inte-
gration programme, to allow
the extension of government
control throughout the country,
and to return its deputies to
Parliament.

AP adds: The Security Coun-
cil agreed unanimously Friday
to continue the UN peacekeep-
ing operation in Angola but
threatened to consider sanc-
tions against rebels if they keep
stalling on commitments to end
the 18- civil war.

The mandate for the 7,000-
member mission. the UN's
largest peacekeeping operation,
was extended until December
11.

Junta cordons off Suu Kyi's
house to prevent rally

YANGON, Myanmar, Oct ]12:
Police threw up road blocks
leading to the house of pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyt at midnight Friday in an
apparent move to stop lollowers
from galhtnng for her weekend
allz reports AP

ince her release from house
arrest last year, the Nobel Peace
Prize winner has delivered
speeches to supporters who

.Ealhcr in front of her lakeside

ome on Saturday and Sun-
days.

But Myanmar's ruling mili-
tary has blocked off University
Avenue, where her compound s
located, for three consecutive
weekends.

"We shall have meetings il
lhc p-encr)]f want meetings.” Suu

told reporters last Tuesday
en asked whether the rallies
would continue. "A few barri-

cades do not constitute obsta-
cles to democratisation,” she
said.

“In an interview with Asso-
clated Press television Friday
she said her political party was
also planning to hold a meeting
over the weekend. It was not
known whether it began Satur-
day

"We shall forge ahead We
will go on with our work In ac-
cordance with the pl‘ﬂtnll{' we
have made to the le of
Myanmar, and we hupt at all
right-minded pfﬂ‘ |El in the
world will stand us.” she
said.

Suu Kyi stressed that the ef-
forts of her party to bring
democracy to Myanmar were
legitimate and non-confronta-
tional.

The military, which selized
power eight years ago, has been

trying to corner Suu Kyl and her
National League for Democracy.
making sweeping arrests and
attacking the democracy
movement almost daily in the
state-controlled media

It escalated its campal
September 27, when riot pol
closed off University Avenue
for 11 days and arrested 573
persons

The blockade which pre-
vented the holding of a three-
day NLD conference, was lifted
last Tuesday bul reimposed
again around midnight Friday

Earlier report [rom London
says, an international organi-
sation promoting free s ti
accused Myanmar's milita
regime Friday ol systematical
cutting off the telephone of dis-
sident leader Aung San Suu Kyt
to prevent her from communi-

with the outside world.

Women police deployed in Colombo

Sporadic clashes claim
6 Tigers, 3 civilians

COLOMBO, Oct 12: Sporadic
clashes bctwe:n security fnm::u
and Tamil Tiger guerillas killed

at least six rebels and three - now

civilians, the military and lo-

+ cal residents said today, reports

AFP.

Police fought a gunbattle
with a group of rebels from the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) in the district of
Batticaloa on Friday, leaving
two rebels and thr:c civilians
dead. local residents said.

The Defence Ministry here
said that another civilian was
wounded in a similar con-
frontation in the ngﬁhhuuring
district of Ampara where three

ers were killed.

Another Tiger cadre was
shot dead In a separate con-
frontation in the para dis-
trict Friday, the ministry said.

'Dfliiir:ia sh said f:g; Tiger

erillas, who are or
igr";ld: ndence in the i':lnnﬁ'ld'u
northern and eastern regions,

‘have escalated their hit-and-

run attacks after losing their
final bastion to the military

last month.
Xinhua add: Armed Women
Police Constables (WPCs) are
aged in Colombo. the
capltal of Sri Lanka. to ensure
security.

President, PM of

Vanuatu abducted.,

released over
pay dispute
PORT VILA, Oct 12: The pres-
ident and acting
of Vanuatu were abducted and

held for several hours today by

LEN;][ soldiers in a pay dis-

: leader of the rebel sol-
diers said, reports AFP.

.They were later released and
the action was not a coup d'etat,
the rebel leader said.

President Jean Marie Leye
was abducted around 4:30 am
(1700 GMT) by Vanuatu mobile
force commandos and taken to
Malekula an island about 100
kilometres (60 miles) from the
capital.

prime minister 9

Ex-Filipina president receives Fulbright Prize
Corazon Aquino calls for

vigilance on Myanmar

WASHINGTON, Oct 12: For-
mer Philippines President
Corazon Aquino urged US offi-
cials and other international
leaders Friday to be prepared to
support democracy in Myan-
mar the way they backed her a
decade ago, reports AP.

The support of some US offi-
cials and members of Con
"needs to be mentioned now be-
cause of events in Myanmar,”
Mrs. Aquino said at a ceremony
at the State t award-

her the J. Willam Fulbri t
ze for International Unde
standing

In an interview, Mrs.
Aquino said she had tried sev-
eral times to visit Myanmar

sition leader Aung gan Suu

. but has not been allowed
into the neighbouring South-
east Asian country by its mili-

rulers.

arlier this week, the mili-
tary regime lifted a 12-day
blockade of Suu Kyi's house but
has left unclear whether it

would allow weekend ralljes
outside the residence.

Mrs. Aquino, in her s h,
chided former President Reagan
for sending a delegation to work
out a compromise, when she
was chall then President
Ferdinand Marcos' claim of vic-
tory in a hastily called 1985
presidential election, in which
she also claimed to be the win-
ner.

She described ‘s offer:
"I could have any position in
the Marcos government or
spend the rest of my days trying
to topple it in vain.

arcos fell two weeks later
under, massive public protests
and a mutiny by some of Mar-
cos' top mili leaders back-
ing Mrs. Aquino.

Mrs. Aquino cited "foreign
friends of freedom" such as
former Rep. Stephen Solarz of
New York and current Sen.
John Kerry of Massachusetts,
h-uth Democrats, and Republi-

Tel Aviv summons

=

]

envoy

PA security chief meets with
Israeli coalition partner

JERUSALEM, Oct 12: Trying
to soften Israeli government
positions, Yasser Arafat's secu-
rity chief met Friday with the
founder of the religious Shas
Party, a key partner in Ben-
jamin Netanyahu's ruling
coalition, reports AFP.

Friday's meeting, between
Gen Nasser Yousef and Rabbi
Ovadia Yosef. came only two
days after Arafat's deputy held
talks with a senior Shas legis-
lator in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Yosef has adopted
moderate positions on the Is-
rael-Palestinian peace talks. He
has said that preventing blood-
shed takes precedent over hold-
ing on to all of the biblical Land
of Israel, which would include
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The Rabbi is also one of the
leading proponents of forming
a broad coalition of Ne-
tanyahu's hardline Likud Party

the centre-left Labor Party,
now in the opposition, in hopes

of healing the deep divisions in

Israeli society over peace with
the Arabs.

Shas was part of [srael's
vious government for a ile,
and in principle supported the
autonomy eements between
Israel and the Palestinians.

Shas has 10 seats in the 120-
member parliament, and could
bring down Netanyahu's gov-
ernment should it decide to
leave the coalition. Netanyahu
for now has the backing of 65
legislators.

A senior Palestinian source
said this week that the Pales-
tinians were hopeful Shas could
exert pressure on Netanyahu

Yousef, the Palestinian
eral, told Israel's Channel
TV that he discussed the peace
process with the Rabbi in Fri-

day's meemg
Israel radio said the general

told Rabbi Yosef that Israel
should honor the peace accords.
The Rabbi, in turn, said Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat
shnuld soften his puhlic state-

ments.

On Thursday, Arafat had
suggested that new violence
could erupt in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip if the current
negotiations on a troop pull-
back in the West Bank town of
Hebron ended in failure.

Meanwhile, the Latin patri-
arch of Jerusalem asked Roman
Catholics around the world to
help pressure [srael into |
the crippling seven-mont
blockade of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

Another AP says, Is-
rael’'s foreign minister sum-
moned the Egyptian ambas-
sador Friday to complain about
attacks in the Egyptian media
on Israeli Prime ster.

Foreign Minister David Levy
called in the ambassador, Mo-
hammed Bassiouny. after the
Egyptian newspa A.I Dustour
ran a p hutnFraph uf Netanyahu
with a Hitler-style mustache
drawn on his upper lip and a
swastika on his forehead.

Israeli and Palestinian Peace Now activists march in Bethlehem Friday, while the same day
Israeli tanks are pulling out from the area near the roadblock in Bethlehem where they
have been located since shortly after the riots in the end of September. Negotiations are
set to continue next week between Israel and the Palestinians on how to implement the
agreed on interim accords. Israel will lift today the closure on Palestinian areas and permit

more workers from Gaza and the West Bank to enter Israel.

— AFP/UNB photo

US President Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary visit the
AIDS Quilt on the Mall in Washington DC, Friday. The
AIDS Memorial Quilt is made out of 40,000 panels,

covering the equivalent of- 24

memorialise AIDS victims.

football fields, to
— AFP/UNB photo

Bid to focus attention
on AIDS epidemic

WASHINGTON: When it was first displayed in the nation's
capital in 1987, the AIDS quilt was about a city block long,

reports AP,

With eight more years of deaths from the epidemic,

the

colourful patchwork of cloth pieces remembering individual

victims now stretches nearl
Monument to the foot of the Capitol.

Washi

a mile (kilometre) from the

Even so, the full quilt — on display this weekend for the first

time in four
Americans

ars — comimemorates only about 11 per cent of
o have died from AIDS

“l have several friends who will be laid out in the panels,”

said Joe Wassam, a Takoma Park,
quilt down on the grassy mall.

t the
with them."

The quilt,
38,000 panels,

the names of more than 70,000

is the centerpiece of dozens of weekend events

Maryland, volunteer helping
“This is a way of being

people on

lpnnnnred by ncv:ral groups, d:u.igm:d to again focus attention

on the
Fri tn'llln
Hillary Rodham Clinfon

en they

sident Clinton and his wife
strolled. sometimes hand

in hand, through sections of 'the sun-dappled quilt late Friday

afternoon.

*"This means a lot to us.”
cried another.

someone shouted. "We love you,”

Another volunteer thanked Clinton for being the first
president to visit the quilt. When it was here in the late 1980s
and early 1990s, either President Reagan or President Bush

Signs of life in 2nd
Mars' meteorite

NEW YORK: A NASA scientist has discovered what may be
signs of life in a second meteorite from Mars, CBS News

were in office.

reported, says AP,

Johnson Space Centre rcacarch:r David S. McKay told "The

CBS Evening

News" on Friday that he s

spotted “pnnsiblc cell

structures, in at least one D'lhtl" meteorite.”

M::Kay.
ﬂmt

utl'u.-.r NASA scientists and university researchers
st that chemical micr

ic and organic

gnlden -colored bits of a meteorite suggest there
must have Lccn microscopic and organic tests of tiny golden-

colored bits of a meteorite su
microscopic life on Mars some 3
of life was found in a rock lﬁoluna of years

The newest

%gcat there must have been

billion years

roamgcr than the first, McKay said. noting that "Most of the

fetime of Mars is in this range between the two meteorites.”
Scientists said the meteorite used to make the initial
discovery is thought to have formed on Mars 4.5 billion years
a time when the solar system was forming. It was blasted

out of the

planet by some massive collision 16 million years ago

_andthullandedmanﬁmarcticiccﬂeldlﬂ{]{m :cfo
Thin slices of the rock, say the researchers, revealed organic

molecules called polycyc

lic aromatic hyd

rocarbons.

But after the August revelation, other scientists said the
initial ‘rnﬁwrta of signs of life in the meteorites demanded

additional study.

Child with
two brains!

BEIJING: A child with two brains is living in

in the northern

Chinese province of Lianninﬁ according to a report received

Saturday in Beijing, r
The child, identifi
Chaoyang ci
needed no
Evening news said.
After a year of the boy slee
night, his weary parents took

in July 1995 and appeared normal
eep, the October 10 edition of the official Xinmin

only by his surname, Yu, was bomn in

except that he

ing of a maximum of one hour a
m to hospital for a check up.

Baffled doctors found normal result for all standard tests
and then discovered the child had two brains, the newspaper

claimed.

"It is quite understandable that he needs very little sleep,

said a doctor who was not identified.
"One of his brains is active while the other one rests,” he

said.

Ex-guerilla turned diplomat becomes co-recipient of Nobel Peace Prize

UNDATED., Oct 12: Jose
Ramos-Horta, co-recipient of
the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize,
travels the world from his base
in Australia acting as the voice
of the East Timorese ind
dence movement, %

In his ture
tvmed jacket, Ramos- Hnrta ap-

equally at home In the

l:nmpan of UN diplomats, hu-

ts activists or students

uf his on diplomacy at the
Universi

of Hew Euuth Wales,
runs in his family.
Ramos-Horta is the son of a

Timorese mother a Por-
father who was
to Timor for in a re-
volt against dictator Antonio
Salazar.
Ramos-Horta his

litical career in the early 1970s
as a guerilla for the leftist

Movement for the Independence

ult: east Timor, one of a number
of groups fighting Portuguese
colonial ru]:%:l:xdn:ganh nth%r
After Portugal pulled out in
I!BTE_ Ramos- urlpa served as
orelf;n minister of the govern-
that rules briefly before
Indonesian invaded.

He fled into exile in Aus-
tralia, where he has taught

journalism and a course in

diplomacy for pro-indepen-
dence Timorese activists.

Since leaving his homeland,
Ramos-Horta has distanced
himself from the leaders of the
armed resistance, although he
said Friday that jailed guerilla
commanded himself from the
leaders of the armed resistance,
although he sald Friday that

!l"l!ﬂ guerilla commander

a Gusmao should have
shared the Nobel.

A speaker of polished En-

glish, Ramos-Horta travels fre-
quently, meeting activists as
well as foreign ministers in
Sweden, Ireland, the Nether-
lands, Thailand, the Philip-
pines, Japan and other coun-
tries.

In October, 1994, he met In-
donesian Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas at the United Nations in
New York for the first formal
talks between leaders of the two
sides. He complained that In-
donesia refused all proposals to
withdraw its soldiers or to sta-
tion a UN representative in East
Timor.

The same year, he received
the "International Activist of
the year" award from the
Gleitsman Foundation of the
United States, which honored
South African President Nelson
Mandela the previous year.

Mgt recently, Ramos-Horta

has been promoting a peace
plan that would m-::ludr: a five-
to ten-year period of self-rule
for East Timor, followed by a
vote on whether to become in-
dependent.

In a speech in April to
Britain's Royal Institute of In-
ternational Affairs, he warned
the Indonesian government
that by refusing to com ise,
it was risking the stability of
the rest of its multi-ethnic na-
tion.

The Indonesian
also is fighting independence
movements in its section of
New Guinea and on the north-

of the island of Sumatra.

e preservations of the
territorial Integrity of a coun-
try can be ac only if those
in power are sensitive to the ba-
sic demands and rations of
the many indigenous peoples

overnment

Bishop Carlos Fill
Belo has kept East

sentment agai
rule from

lence while prunlnfe;lmlklrtl re-
lentlessly for a sett

fluence over the
Elthullr: territo

rﬂ
ey m“'““"m‘ ioodofobucafoalin’
soi

childhood

and nationalities,” Ramos-
Horta said.
"Brute force might silence

and keep dormant the dreams
and aspirations of a people, but
the anger simmering for

decades will inevitably resur-
face and break up

Meanwhile, for 13 years,
Ximenes

Re-
nst Indonesian
exploding into vio-

As church leader, Belo's in-

Roman
: uvtrv
. Its ?

vim not ju:t u -l

Belo's ither. a

schoolteacher. died when he

was 2. As a boy. he worked the
fields, tended water buffalo and
educated himself. He trained as
a priest in Lisbon while East
Timor was still a Portuguese
colony, and went on to get a
PhD in Rome.

People who know him inti-
mately say the 48-year-old
cleric is an intelligent, inde-
pendent-minded man with
sharp sense of humour and a
fondness for the music of the
Bealles,

He speaks Portuguese. En-
ish, Spanish, Indonesian, the
ast morese dialect Tetun

and German.

"H: could be the CEO of a ma-

y a prime minister,
l!l“l"h.ll is — a bishop.” inter-
national affairs analyst Mnold
Cohen, who is writing a
pl'lyl:lfmﬂ said in a teleph
interview from Washington.

o |

Vote counting 1n
NZ begins

WELLINGTON, Oct 12: Vote

munun%bc% an today after vot-
osed at 7 pm (0600

GMT} in New Zealand's first
proportional representation
general election. re s AFP.

Polls indicat the first
mixed member proportional
representation ballot would

roduce a cliffhanger result
tween a centre-ri l'fpwrn- -
ment led by the ruli ational
Party and a centre-left combi-
nation led by the Labour Party.

Partial results were .
around 9 pm (0800 GMT] but it
may be days before it becomes
clear whoe will be in a position
to form a govermnment.

Earlier Reuter says, voters
rushed to polls in New Zealand
today in t was forecast to be
a knife-edge contest.



