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President's

For a president to feel that the position he holds

is a symbol of national unity is very important.
President Shahabuddin Ahmed has every reason
to feel so and the confidence he can derive from the
fact should act in his favour when he takes any ini-
tiative to bridge the gap between the government
and the opposition in supreme national interest.
The president's position is almost entirely cere-
monial and few know this better than President
Shahabuddin. Yet when the man appeals for unity
of the government and the opposition and, on his
part, pledges to work to that end, we look forward

to a new chapter in our politics.
We all know that the president only said what he

meant. The meaning and substance of the speech
he delivered to a spontaneous gathering at Tungi-
para are not shrouded in any ambiguity. Note the
president has avoided consensus but used a
stronger word 'unity’ in its place. And where ex-
actly he would like the government and the opposi-
tion to forge such a unity? Not everywhere of
course, but on the core national issues. This is
quite realistic and without such an approach we as
a nation have everything to lose but nothing to
gain. The president has, as a first duty of his, re-
minded the politicians of this vital necessity.

The president has rightly pointed at the eco-
| nomic imperatives that should not needlessly be
put on the back burner because of political pro-
grammes of the respective parties. There are indeed
national issues on which an agreed position — ir-
respective of political and other allegiances — has
been overdue. Sectarian or partisan politics at the
expense of national interest has pushed the coun-
try backwards by several years. We do not believe
that political parties are unaware of this fact. The
problem is to cross the lines they have drawn for
themselves with a view to maintaining their re-
spective positions — no matter if those are proving
too conservative to hold on to.

The president's acceptability to both the gov-
ernment and the opposition, we believe, is beyond
doubt. He has given a proof of his neutrality by vis-
iting both Bangabandhu's and president Zia's
graves. The impartial healing touch he brings with
him should be put to its best use by our political
parties.

Merits Deliberation

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made it clear at
her party’'s central working committee meeting on
Friday that her government was taking steps to
link Bangladesh with the rest of the world through
the Asian Highway and Asian Railway. Normally
it would not have been a matter of controversy if
the opposition BNP had not been sensitive to the
issue of transit in general. But well, a delineation

bilateral 1sit is possible. s

The SAARC has done a good deal of ground-work
on the former and has had proposals as well on the
table for improving communication, transport
and transit facilities in the region. The SAARC Re-
port on "Transport Infrastructure and Transit Fa-
cilities in SAARC Region", dated July 1994 inter
alia stated that an Integrated Transit System (ITS)
has been proposed for SAARC. This is necessitated
by four factors: (a) land-locked countries needing
access; (b) constrained transport and transit being
examples of non-tariff barriers to international
trade; (c) increasing demand for transport created
by global and regional trade; and (d) underutilisa-
tion of the existing transport infrastructure and
facilities in the region. "The SAARC member-
countries would also designate the Asian highway
network in the region for SAARC transit-traffic
and a commensurate nétwork of national railways
for the same purpose,” the report added.

Let all the existing national, regional and mul-
tilateral studies on the subject be made public and
available for the sake of analysis, evaluation and
enlightened debate among the intelligentsia, re-
gardless of their political leanings, if any. If need
be, such studies should be further enriched. Need-
less to say, these should be followed by a full-scale
debate at the Jatiya Sangsad on infrastructural
linkages.

All these transparent, interactive and focused
discussions, as distinguished from the diatribes
against each other, are likely to facilitate the
emergence of a national consensus on the subject.
We are for taking the whole question out of an ac-
rimonious ambience and dealing with it in a
cooler clime of objectively made up of enlightened
national self-interest blended with a regional-
cum-global approach.

A Dilemma?

It is understood that authorities are in two
minds about the wholesale rehabilitation of all
those who had surrendered illegal arms by the due
date to qualify for amnesty. At the time of the dec-
laration of the amnesty pledge, the concern up-
permost in the mind of the home ministry was to
soak up all the illegal weapons in the country. In
the process, it apparently remained unfocused on
the possibility that some of the possessors of such
arms might have had track-records of other of-
fences. The amnesty offer covered illegal posses-
sion of weapons keeping mum over other crimes.

This is a belated realization on the part of the au-
thorities. |

As it is, the coun

trywide haul of arms caches
has been limited to barely 658 weapons along with

977 pieces of ammunition and 374 explosives, so
that it should be possible to separate the chaff from
the grain. In other words, those whose sole purpose
behind their surrender was to whitewash their
abominable records of culpable crimes can be set
apart from the rest who are genuinely striving to
turn over a new leaf. :

- By and large, it can be assumed that they have
opted for a return to normal life and should be en-
titled to one, except where they have to account for
any grave offences of which legal cognizance had
been taken earlier on. Generally speaking, they
need to be reformed and rehabilitated.

between intra- or inter-regional transit and purely"

Agro-processing Sector, Growth and Poverty Alleviation

NE recernt Warld Bank
study has shown that
over the last (wenty-five
vears or so some third world
counitries have made
impressive progress in some ol
their individual sectors. There
are eleven such success stories
like Bangladesh's garment,
India s diamond, Indonesia's
lywood. and Colombia's fresh
ower etc. which have made
significant break-throughs in
their respective economies. In
this list ol successes however,
Bangladesh's garment sector
comes at the top. It is indeed so
if one looks at its contribution
to the export earnings,
employment generation and the
development of the economy as
a4 whnﬂ* Garment industry in
Bangladesh. which is a hundred
per cent export-oriented
industry, now contributes about
52 per cent to the country’'s total
export earnings. provides
employment to about three-
uarters of a million work
orce, and has great potentiality
of promoting further in-
vestment, employment and in-
come through backward-link-
age industries like integrated
textiles. buttons and zippers etc.
However. no one could imagine
in 1975-76 that such an rx!:vlﬂ-
sion ol investment, empioy-
ment and income could take
place in this sector By 1979-80,
this new industry exported only
about S$1 million worth of
goods., but by 1995-96 it has
grown to over S2.5 billion
However, there were three
factors responsible for the phe-
nomenal growth of this new
sector. These are : (a) the avail
ability of the US quota; (b] the
favourable environment cre
ated by the government by way
of :xrmpmelﬁ customs duties on
the imported inputs by institut-
ing Special Bonded Warehouse
facilities, and (c) the pioneering
initiatives taken by the busi-
ness leaders of the Korea-
Bangladesh joint ventures The
latter came about when the Ko-
reans were (rying to exploit the

Agro-processing industries in Bangladesh are still at a very nascent stage, but have a great future.

Development of this sector serves all the national economic
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Bangladeshi export quota as
their own quota was exhausied.
However. when the initial suc-
cess of this pioneering group
was followed by a large influx of
new domestic entrepreneurs,
then investment, employment
and output of the sector grew
phenomenally which has made
the sector what it is like today.

Can the Garment

Example be Replicated
Elsewhere?

The surprising thing aboul
the break-through in the gar-
ment sector is that this sector
developed with all imported in-

ts except the Ehtaﬁ labour of

angladesh. Even that labour
had to be trained to do the
sewing and stitching job with
machines. Now  of course, after
about fifteen years of steady
growth of export activities in
this sector, entrepreneurs are
seizing the opportunities of de-
veloping local industries for
producing fabric, button, and
zipper etc. This is the historical

attern of development of

ackward-linked industries
The moot question. therefore. is
whether this example can be
replicated in other potential
sectors of activities where
Bangladesh has comparative
advantages. apart from cheap
labour. One feels sanguine that
such replications are coming
about in the areas of leather
products, [isheries, textiles,
computer software development
and agro-processing industries.
The first two sectors have al-
ready made some strides, the
third has a checkered history in
Bangladesh but has potentiali-
ties. the fourth is new but has a
future since it can exploit the
latent intelligence of the Ben-
galis, while the fifth, although

seems to be at an embryonic
stage now, has the greatest po-
tential of development

This last observation is
made on the basis of two types
of factors. In the first place
Bangladesh has the most fertile
soil producing varieties of
fruits and vegetables for do-
mestic consumption which
have high potentials for export
market. Al present, some fresh
fruits and vegetables are being
exported to London and Middle
East but in small gquantities
Fruits like pineapples and
mangoes, which are produced in

If fruits and vegetables can
be widely cultivated for export
market during the off-season,
then rural underemployment
and open unem t can be

eradicated easily A skillfully

developed scheme of dovetail-
ing the Frm:luctiun of rice,

wheat jute with expanded
scale of fruits and vegetable

production. coupled with the
programme of developing poul-
try. Hvestock and fishery. can
serve the national tives of
rural development. achieve-
ment of full employment.
poverty alleviation. export

; ‘ Kabir U Ahmad

abundance and a lot of which
get rotten every year. are the

g:‘lm: items to be exported after
InF processed and canned or
bottled. Similarly. there are

various kinds of vegetables like
mushrooms and beetroots etc
and salad items like tomatoes,
cucumbers and lemons etc

which can be grown in large
qgquantities, can be canned and
exported. The important thin

here is to note that the costs o
production of these (tems are
very low and these items have
demand all over the world. Sec-
ondly. in the production of
these items, land and labour
can be intensively utilised. in
some cases seasonally and, in
some other cases, all round the
year in controlled environ

mert
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growth and overall economic
development of the country
without much difficulty

How to Create a
Favourable
Environment?

The government can. as a
first step, eliminate all tariff
anomalies like hi rates of
duty on iInputs and low rates on
the finished output As far as
export-oriented agro- process-
ing industries. which have the
greatest potential of exports,
are concerned. there does not
seemn (o be much anomalies
now But there are some other
problems. In the first place,
these industries have to test out
their processed products (i e
canned and bottled) in the do

mesiic market first before they
can launch these ucts in
the world market. duties on
the inputs of these products,
which are sold domestically,
are very high. The duty rates are
on inputs like preserving
jars /bottles (22.5 per cent). tin
cans (30 per cent]). ctown ca
(7.5 per cent). lug caps (15 per
cent}. aluminium foil (45 per
cent duty and 30 cent sup-
Fk'rncntaljr duty] and flavours
30 per cent). Such high rates of
duties and supplementary du-
ties raise the costs of produc-
tion too high particularly when
one has to pav VAT on these
imported items These rates
should be lowered substantially
lo somewhere between 7.5 per
cent and 10 per cent to give the
newly emerging agro-process-
ing industries a chance to test
out their products in the do-
mestic market. They definitely
need a breathing spell. If in a
period of five years, let us say.
these industries do not begin to
export then these rates can be
raised. In the serond place. one
finds that there is a 45 cent
duty on the import of finished
goods |ike fruit juice in
cans/bottles. tomato ketchup
and citrus fruit juice etc But
when these are imported from
Bhutan there is a 50 per cent
reduction on duty (22 5 per
cent) This hurts the domestic
industnes producing for domes-
tic market with high duties as
meniioned above. There is a
need for considering the case of
domestic producers who are
struggling to be efficient and the
favoured treatment of
Bhutanese ucts is detri-
mental to the growth of these
industries. What is far worse is
the fact that Bhutan doesn't
produce the raw materials of
these finished products. They

import mangoes and citrus
fruits etc. from India. The
favoured treatment to Bhutan
on these items is helping indian
producers of raw materials and
hurting those of Bangladesh.

The new government should re-
One general point be

emphasized again. With the
drive towards trade liberalisa-
tion, tariffs on all outputs and
inputs should not be reduced in
one shot. If tariffs on inputs are
reduced . then the lo-
cal industries which are trying
to develop their products to
su to the domestic export
industries will be wiped out to
the detriment of the country's
industrialisation. A od of
five to six years be

te such industries for their
competitive survival. The sec-
ond point is that some chosen
sectors of exports should be
given a chance to develop
within reasonable tariff pro-
tection for some time. Just as
garment sector was a
number of facilities, mﬂ:ﬂ
tential export sectors aﬁ-u

should be similar facili-
ties for a reasonable period. As
has been before in an-

other article on this page, there
is no need for a wholesale re-
duction of tariffs at this stage.

Agro-processing industries
in Bangladesh are still at a very
nascent stage but have a
future Development of this sec-
tor serves all the national eco-
nomic objectives like rural de-
velopment. elimination of ru-
ral unem t and under-
employment. poverty allevia-
tion, export growth and full
employment in one stroke. The

overnment should create a
avourable environment to
omote this and the other re-
ted sectors like . live-
stock, fishery and diversified
crops to bring about a real
::hugc in the welfare of the
people as it has stated so many

times.

How Distant 1s TV’s Autonomy and Privatisation?

By M Shahiduzzaman

T O many ol us, perhaps a
much reformed and
informal image of the

BTV, was whalt was expected

soon after the change in

El:w:mment. But that was not
. The same old lethargy. ex-

cuses, inefficiency and an ap-

palling lack of creativity have

HT in. It seems to me that the

real problem lies in the internal

structure of BTV. People with
powerful vested interests
dominate the TV hierarchy,
whose years of habitual ul:n:d?lr-
ence leave them with no cre-
ative genius to innovate any-
thing new. Otherwise, there
should have been no problem to

. introduce extensive discussion

programimes befere and after
and in between the live telecast
of parliamentary proceedings.
Scholars from various disci-
plines like Political Science,
International Relations and re-
lated fields, as well as intellec-
tuals in diverse fields could
have participated in TV talk/
shows. You do not need a fully
rehearsed, recorded and formal
approach to have talk shows. It
is possible that TV producers
are still too nervous to allow
free and open discussions on
TV. Otherwise, if autonomy
makes any sense at all, why
should there be such hesitation
to invite people from a diverse
spectrum to offer comments,
rebuttal and lively discussions?
There is predominance of an
invisible hand of restraing
which disallows anything be-
yond sheer boredom in most of
the programmes where there is
such scope for educative reflec-
tion of public opinion. Recent
pronouncements that the ques-
tion of introducing the TV's au-
tonomy is a complex issue and
it has therefore needs to go
through a process of see -
verse opinion before formulat-
ing and applying the autonomy,
is at best a negative approach.
Autonomy is not just a matter
of consensus or opinion-seek-
ing and a long-drawn process of
consequent bureaucratic paper
work, as perceived in the pre-
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Sir. Recently a little bit of
renovation works have been
carried out in the FBCCI Build-
ing at Motijheel C/A. Front side
of the b has been covered
with glass on :?lunﬂrﬂum fram-
ings. It gives elegant look com-
pared tugiwhnt it g:;]s before. In-
side of the building, the Confer-
ence Room has also undergone
further renovation. All these
have been done ai to give
good impression that we are
neat civilised to the outside
businessmen who visit the apex
body of our businessmen in
Dhaka. The whole exercise in
this context is praiseworthy.

But | do not unders :
the Prime Minister was re-
quired to inaugurate ceremoni-
ally the renovated conference
room! What was so important
in doing that? A renovated Con-
ference room does not demand
any ceremonial inauguration.
If, an{wa},r. the Chamber e
felt the other way, then the
Chamber President or a senior
member of the Chamber could
have done the job. It is really
surprising to see that the Prime
Minister could also be made to
agree to be the chief of such a
run-of-the-mill ceremony.

[ believe that the Prime Min-
position is more digni-
Euﬂdl:;tladaq uml - keep

ua aware to
the position of the Prime Min-
ister where it is to be kept with
dignity.

M R R Khan

-1 38, Naya Paltan, Dhaka-1000
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sent contest by those who mat-
ter. Autonomy is actually a
matter of mental preparedness
to exercise and operationalise a
practice in a similar manner as
other such TV set-ups like the
or the BBC are do-
ing. You have to build up the
culture by putting the ideas into
oi)craliﬁn and then learn to ap-
ply the autonomy through a
process of trial and error. Let
there be mistakes, criticisms
and bold efforts. After all, we
have to implement the culture
of TV autonomy by actually in-
culcating the mental attitude to

accept it, adapt to it, and remove
part hic rs of deubt
on what should be said and

what should not. The political
culture in our society has
always been opposed to allow a
free flow of discussion on the
visual media. That in-built
trend must be buried. After all
there are so many diverse views
that occupy human minds on so
many issues which could be
brought onto the screen in-
stan J Interviews of contro-
versial people, group discus-
sions on economics, foreign

policy, global issues and social
programmes on ordinary peo-
ple's inclinations are areas that
can be operationalised straight

HWET{;
e TV can recruit young,
educated university graduates
with excellent English and
speaking ability in or-
der to meet the needs of both
foreign and home audiences.
Producers should seek out tal-
ents from universities. or invite
academicians for lively, com-
bative discussions. There is no
dearth of capable people who
could be anchormen or initiate
lively and even provocative dia-
logue.

How about having group dia-
logue on parliamentary culture,
and discussions on corruption,
terrorism as well as similar is-
sues of national concern? The
g mullfl;y u;fuw towards a ;I]cxi‘

po exposing social re-
alities as are. There cannot
be any success unless TV execu-
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Rickshaw-pullers

Sir, With due fellow feelings
and every sympathy for our
rickshaw-pullers, who have
rather vaguely been the domi-
nant contributors in every
spheres of our transport system,

I want to ask that whether all
that sympathy behind their
right to ply about is actually
benefi them. Gradual lift of
the ri aws is the only rem-
edy to allow them to prepare for
:arning a better living. S a-
thy is a dlmnurag:rrnlgnt {rtln is-
se! In Calcutta, rickshaws
were gradually lifted phase by
phase. Today, it is slowly mak-
ing a permanent exit. Jyoti Ba-
su's government had enough of
consideration and time for
their pullers to prepare and
meet the challenge. Recently,
UNESCO, conducted a survey
Dhaka. The findings of the sur-
vey suggested that rickshaws
were the main cause behind
traffic jams. The helpless rick-
shaw-pullers are not only caus-
ing traffic congestions and the
other odds but also are taking a
hell of a pain to toil hard to pull
along, which is unfortunately,
shortening their life ex-

pectancy.

It is about time the authori
concerned should start gradu
removal of rickshaws. Let our
three-wheel pullers come for-
ward for a better earning, In-
stead of letting them remain
ever dependable on pulling
rickshaws, which is cruel.

Khawja Vigar Moinuddin
Dhaka

tives extend their hands ol invi-
tation to the people to come up
with new ideas,

It is high time to introduce a
satellite slot for the BTV Its a
national disgrace that Door-
darshan rather than BTV
boasts the only Bangla-medium
satellite channel [t is sad that
national leaders fail to give

riority to the BTV's prospect
or international exposure.

Besides. privatisation of TV
is extremely important to de-
velop effective government ac-
countability. Only then, can we
h:fn: or a betterrexposed ciyil
culture with a more instant ap-
plicatign of the technology that
reveals diverse elements of con-
tradiction. Following the en-
couragement of private TV
channels; new jobs and more
display of advertisement, di-
verse choices for entertainment
could all become relevant forms
of communication for a society
like ours, striving towards a
culture of greater national inte-
gration.

There may be people capable
of in in private channels
but it seems that nobody is will-
ing to encourage such efforts at
the governmental level. Priva-

tised TV channels will offer
healthy competition of ideas
and greatly promote a more

accountable government. But
WE Se€ no concern to verve in
such directions. It is nece

to develop investigative TV re-
porting for the sake of upgrad-
ing the social order and
prompting justice. Private TV
channels can do a much better
job than state-controlled bu-
reaucratic set-ups which do not
simply possess the psychology
of competitive market-oriented
behaviour.

The Prime Minister, during
her pre-election TV interview,
had categorically promised her
willingness to encourage pri-
vatisation of the electronic
media. But there seems to be a
conscious inclination to avoid
such an approach at present.
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Tragic death

Sir, We observe that some of
our political leaders and bu-
reaucrats are in the habit of ex-
pressing their shocks at the ac-
cidental or unnatural deaths of
the members of the public. They
r:gl.;llgrlyh]withuut ail, m&_jt;rn
such death, convey sympathy to
the members of the bereaved
families, pray for the salvation
of the d ed souls and also
demand for payment of com-
pensation to the families of the
victims.

While we acknowledge and
admire the condolences of our
political leaders and bureau-
crats with great respect and
honour, sometimes we wonder
as to whether such messages are
meant for the sincere intention,
goodwill and sympathy for the

ief-stricken families and also
or the salvation of the departed
souls or the condolences are
merely a routine formality and
a show business for the per-
sonal publicity and gain of
some of our political leaders
and bureaucrats.

We believe that tion is
better than cure. y do some
of our political leaders and bu-
reaucrats instead of taking
pragmatic, concrete and pre-
cautionary steps try to shed
crocodile’'s tears at the tragic
and unnatural deaths of the
members of the public.

O H Kabir
6 Hare Street,
Warl, Dhaka-1203

Why doesn’'t the government
come up positively enough to
accept initiatives in such a di
rection’

Any attitude that negates the
prospect for staying true to pre-
election pledges would eventu-
ally force the government to
face awkward situations as the
next general elections gets
nearer perhaps three or lour
yvears from now.

This is indeed amhﬂh-pruﬁlf
and sensitive issue deserves
to be treated with a positive

mental frame and enough
COUIT age
To encour rivate chan-

nels would in enhance the
national security of the country
because a mere convincing de-

gree of transparency of gov-
ernment and state rs would
then be inevitable. Private

channels can do a better job of
investigative reporting rather
than serve as modes of sheer
Eupuiar entertainment. We

ave to realise that the ques-
tion of autonomy is not just a
narrow thought which merely
addresses a qualitative change

in the existing TV channel.

It is a package of reforms
that broadens the scope of ac-
tions far beyond the limited wvi-
sion of applying autonomy. It
also means turning on to the
satellite hook-up without any
unnecessary delay so that our
culture gains international ex-
posure. It also finally means —
implementing a market-ori-
ented reform in the visual

medium through privatisation.

The writer is a Professor of
Department of International
Relations at University

Recalling

ORN in 1898 at Bishnu-

pur village of Sadarpur

thana in Faridpur
district, Justice Muhammad
Ibrahim breathed his last in
Dhaka in 1966. He lost his
mother in his boyhood. His
father took special care in
imparting aﬁpmprlatc educa-
tion to his giited son.

[brahim showed signs of ex-
traordinary talent early in his
life. After his initial education
at his village school and at
Baishroshi High English
School, he was admitted to
Barisal Zilla School. He passed
the Matriculation examination
and was placed in the first divi-
sion with distinction marks in
Mathematics, English and His-
tory. He then passed his [. Sc
examination from Dhaka Col-
lege. He graduated with Honours
in English literature. He con-
tinued post-graduate studies in
Economics but did not take the
M.A. examination. -

Inspired by the ideals of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Moulana
Muhammad Ali and Shawkat
Ali, he was attracted to their po-
litical activities. This resulted
in a difference between him and

his father. His association with

politics firmed up his faith in
unified action by all sections of
our ple against foreign rule,
During that period he came in
close contact with a distin-
uished educationist and
awyer — Dr Naresh Chandra
Sengupta (1892-1961) who was
Vice Principal of Dhaka Law
College and later became Pro-
fessor of Law at the Dhaka Uni-
versity. Dr Sengupta was im-
pressed by young Ibrahim'’s na-
tive talent, his freedom of
thought and his urge to serve
his people. With Dr Sengupta's
encouragement and guidance
Ibrahim seriously studied law.
He joined the legal profession
and practiced initially at
Faridpur and then moved on to
Dhaka.

While practicing law at
Dhaka he started teaching law,
as a part time teacher. in the
Dhaka University. He was ap-
peointed Public Proseculor in
1939. In 1943 he was made Ad-
ditional District and Sessions
Judge and was posted at Barisal.
He was District Judge in Barisal
at the time of partition in 1947.
In 1950, he was elevated to the
position of a Judge of the Dhaka
High Court. After he retired
from the judiciary, he was Vice-
Chancellor of the University of
Dhaka from November 1956 to
October 1958,

Fﬂllnw"ingat he promulgation
of Martial Law in Pakistan in
October 1958, President Ayub
Khan promised a new constitu-
tion to his . Invited by the
President, Mr Justice Ibrahim

to be the Law Minister of
Pakistan. He did so in the hope
of contributing something con-
crete to the stability and pros-
perity of his people, but the
trend of political activities in
Pakistan soon disappointed

him: serious difference devel-
oped between him and the ad-

Justice Muhammad

Ibrahim
by Aziz-ul Haq

ministration t«ominated the
army. the bureaucracy and self-
seeking politicians.

He was uncompromising in
his opinion on essential
changes in Pakistan's constitu-
tional and administrative
structure in the interest of
democracy. rule of law,
governance and stability of the
state torn apart by a thousand
miles of foreign territory and
with deep-seated differences in
language. culture and condi-
tions of life. He emphasized
that thé majority ol people
lived in East Pakistan in seri-
ous poverty and afflicted by vis-
ible discriminations. He in-
sisted on political autonomy,
adequate participation in gov-
ernance and fair allocation of
resources for development of
East Pakistan. He exercised his
wisdom and authority in giving
practical shape to the Muslim
Family Law Ordinance of 1961

which was a great boon to the
wommen population in our tradi-

tion-bound society.

President Ayub Khan intro-
duced a system of “Basic
Democracy’ which took away
the rights of people to directly
elect parliamentarians who
would frame policies and enact
laws. This was unacceptable to
Ibrahim. He played an active
role in creation of a combined
opposition to stall further dete-
rioration towards anarchy. He
came back to Dhaka and did not
return to the capital of Pak-
istan until he died on 13 Octo-
ber. 1966,

The Dhaka University was
established in 1921. Mr
Ibrahim was closely associated
with the university in various
capacities. During the short pe-
riod of Vice-Chancellorship he
was very particular about facil-
ities for students residence, ac-
cess to text books and co-cur-
ricular activities. He permitted
the British Council to set up a
well-stocked library on the

;o \ANversily campus.

| first came in close contact
with Justice ITbrahim as an en-
thusiast on the Dhaka Univer-
sity Old Boys' Association the
forerunner of the present
Dhaka University Alumni As-
sociation. The first drafts of the
association's constitution were
done mostly in the early fifties

at his Bakshi Bazar residence.
The Grand Assembly of the as-
sociation was one of his con-

. Justice [brahim was pres-
ident of the association for sev-
eral terms. When he was Minis-
ter of Law in Pakistan we or-
ganised an alumni reception at
the place which now is a part-
campus of the Teacher Student
Centre.

Mr Justice Ibrahim was
chairman of the Provincial
Scouts Association for
years. He was an invaluable in-
spiration to his younger col-
lca%::s. I had the privilege of
working with him as the secre-

tarv ol the Provincial Council
of Boy Scouts. At that time we
were visiled by John Thurman
of Commonwealth Boy Scouts
Association who was full of
praise for Justice Ibrahim's in-
terest in youth affairs.

When he was Vice-Chancel-
lor. the Rotary Club of Dhaka
invited him to address them on
an im t occasion.
other thingsm he told us ﬂm
venile dcli:ia;.:ncy in f;::‘y SOCi-
ety is the tion of adult in-

uacies and indifference in
that society.”

While he was li in the
Dhanmondi residential area he
used to visit us once in a while.
On one occasion. he told my
toddler son that he comes to see
his young friend rather than
his parents. This made an in-
stant im on on the child-
and they went on talking on the
flowers and vegelables in our

sarden. Real warmth ol heart
ispels distance ol age and sta-
fus.

On one occasion, he asked
me if | had a vision on how |
would want my life to be. |
failed to provide a vision. He
then narrated what vision he
had. He said, early in his life he
had a dream when a revered
look elder asked him if he
would like to be rewarded most
in this life of hereafter. His an-
swer, he said. was, herein. He
lived a full life of success and
eminence.

He was not enjo good
health during his jla):lnﬁl]ru. I
used to occasionally visit him
at his Purana Paltan residence.
During our talks he often used
to ask how we were preparing
ourselves to have a democratic
society where human values of
coexistence, cooperation and
mutual respect would be the
guiding principles of social life.
Wil By B

m Was a
—clean int ts, words and
deeds. He, usually, was a man of
few words but very effective in

nting his ideas in a nut-
shell. He was soft- and
an endearing elder. listen to
him was to without being
unnerved. Those who were
known to him closely. miss
him very much. May his soul
rest in etermal peace.,

The writer is former Adviser

and past Governor Romr% I
ternational. District 3280,
Bangladesh.



