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NEWS BRIEFS

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med will pay a visit to Santosh

soon Lo offer ziarat at the mazar
of Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan

Bhasani, Bangabhaban sources

said yesterday, reporis BSS

ﬂmhdulm“

President of Sri Lanka
Chandrika Bandaranaike Ku
maratu has felicitated Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed on
his assumption ol the office ol
President. In her message. Lhe
Sri Lankan President hoped
that existing cordial and fri
endly relations between the two
countries would contunue to
widen and deepen in future, re-

ports LINB.

Student noliti
allowed at SBMC

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL Oct 12 The stu
denis ol the Bansal Sher-¢
Bangla Medical College (SBMC)
were allowed (0 resume politi-
cal activities from today after 2
years and 2 months. The deci
sion was taken at a recent meet-
ing of the academic council It
was also decided to hold the col
lege students union election on
the 21st Nov next.

City BNP meets
today

An emergency meeting of
Dhaka City unit of the BNP will
be held today at 7 pm at 29
Minto Road, the official res:
dence of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. Joint Convenor, presi-
dents and general secretaries of
thana commitiees and pro-BNP
ward commissioners of Dhaka
City Corporation have been in-
vited to attend the meeting.
Meanwhile, a meeting of the
"National Revolution and Soli-
darity [::g Observance Com-
mittee” be held today at 29
Minto Road at 5 pm, reports

Power sub-station
ransacked

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Oct 12: A group of
agitated people ransac the
power sub-station at Natun
Bazar in the town this evening
protesting irregular power sup-
ply in the area Witnesses said
oy g g s

d
the doors, ﬂp:induws and an

auto-tempo in front of the sub-
station.

I

BHUAPUR (Tangail), Oct 12:
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

concerned to expedite the work
on the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge so that this number one
national priority project could
be commissioned in due time,
reports BSS.

The Prime Minister, who
came here for the first time af-
ter formation of her govern-

on the project, said that her
government would provide all-
out cooperation assistance
to complete the bridge.

A long-time dream of the

| northern population. the 900-

million US dollar Jamuna
Hnd e Project, when completed,

uld brmg an epoch-making
develupment in communica-
tion network and usher in a
new chapter in the socio-eco-

today instructed the authorities

ment to see the progress of work

R e e e o

nomic development of the coun-
try.

"Please bring to my notice at
once if
or hindrances in an stage of
lmpl:mcntatmn of this presti-
gious project,” the Prime Minis-
ter told the authorities engaged
in implementation.

At the project site, the Prime
Minister was apprised of the
various aspects of the project
and its progress by Secretary,
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
Project Division Abdul Muyeed
Chowdhury. He was assisted
project manager Mike Smith.

oreign inister Abdus
Samad Azad, Post and
Telecommunication Minister
Mohammad Nasim, Communi-
cations Minister Anwar Hos-
sain, Minister of State for For-
eign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, Abdul Mannan MP

face any bottlenecks

PM's directive to complete
'work on JMB in due time

and Abdul Latif Siddiqui MP
accompanied the Prime Minis-
ter. Gommunications Secretary
Waliul Islam and Director Gen-
eral of Railway MA Mannaf
were also present.

The Prime Minister particu-
larly showed keen interest in
commissioning the railway
provision right at the time of
opening the project to traffic.
She instructed the authorities
to quicken the completion of
the railway track on both the
sides of the bridge. She asked
the authorities to complete the
acquisition of necessary lands
for the railway track.

Officials said 1450 acres of
land from Joydevpur to Seraj-
ganj would be required for t
construction of the ral]wav
track, of which 278 acres in
Gazipur Sadar thana has al-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Water-sharing

Ministers’ meet in
Delhi Oct 27-28

A Foreign Minister-level
meeting between Bangladesh
and India will be held in New
Delhi next month to further
discuss the sharing of the
Ganges water, report agencies,

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad told reporters yes-
terday evening that he would
lead the Bangladesh side at the
planned meeting with his In-
dian counterpart I K Gujral.

The date of the meeting will
be fixed at a time convenient to
both sides. he said.

Before the Foreign Minister-
level talks, the Water Resources
Ministers of Bangladesh and
India will be meeting October
27-28 in New Delhi.

Bangladesh Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak will go
to attend the water talks.

In reply to a question, Azad
said Dhaka has nu intention to
internationalise the Ganges

See Page 12 Col 6
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Talks with IMF soon
for $ 600m loan,

says Kibria

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria yesterday said the gov-
ernment would soon start nego-
tiation with IMF for a loan of
some 600 million US dollars to
meet any cuntmgcncg but ruled
out any crisis in balance of
payment in the near future, re-
ports UUNB.

"We're keeping our options
open ... and trying to be pre-
pared for every situation,” he
told a news conference, briefing
about his recent visit to Wash-
ington. DC, for attending the

' meeting of Board of Governors

of the World Bank-IMF Group.
Kibria, who returned home
on Thursday, led a Bangladesh
delegation in the meeting after
attending the Commonwealth
Finance Ministers Conference

in Bermuda September 24-26.

During his meeting with the
Managing Director ot Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, Michel
Camdessus, the minister ap-

roached him about the En-

anced Structural Adjustment
Facility (EASF), a phase of
which expired in 1993,

Kibria said Bangladesh does
not need immediate support for
its balance of payment and the
final decision whether the
country would take the loan
from the international body
would come later, after the ne-

gotiation.
"It's too early to say whether
the country will need support,

everything will depend on the
performance of the economy ...

See Page 12 Col 4
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Mamr portion of the river Dhaleswar: at a p-nmt near Lhe Hdnk ( nlmw in hahnr thanﬂ 18 bemg illegally t":ll‘th flll&d
for the pruteu:l.mnul an under-construction textile mills, obstructing normal flow of the river.

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Prof William S Vickrey
Vickrey dies 3 days
after winning
Nobel Prize

NEW YORK. Oct 12 William
Vickrey wailed 45 years for his
eCononmuC theones 1o be rec og
nised with a Nobel Prize He
enjoyed 1t tor only three days
before dying Friday « ollapsing
in his car on the way to an aca
denmuc conference reports AP

The B2 year-old retired
Columiia University professor
had been relishing his sudden
honour as a Nobel winner since
Tuesday enjoying a champagne
party with colleagues and giv
ing interview after interview
with the media

"We were all a bit concerned
that maybe this was too much
said Professor Ronaid Findlay
chairman of Columbia = eco-
nomics department. 'He said

See Page 12 Col 8

Miss World's swimsuit contest shifted
from India to Seychelles amid protest

BOMBAY. Oct 12: The swim-
suit round of the 1996 Miss
World Pageant has been shifted
from India to the Indian Ocean
island of Seychelles following
mounting protests against the
contest, the hosts said today.
reports AFP

Manohar Arcot, General
Manager of the Amitabh Bach-
chan Corp. Ltd (ABCL). the
organisers said the swimsuit
round and the profiling of the
contestants would be moved be-
cause they could cause problems
in India

In the background of
protests in India (against the
coritest] we felt if this could be
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Dist Confces to be held by Nov 15

BNP conspiring against
govt, says ALCWC

Ruling Awami League has
urded the people to remain alert
agauist any conspiracy by BNP
to jeopardise democracy and
obstruct the current tr of de-
velopment, reports UNB.

e call was made at the ex-
tended meeting of the party's
central working committee
nieeting ended here Friday.
Awami League President and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
chaired the meeting.

In a resolution, the meting
alleged that BNP is involved in
a conspiracy against the elected
government since its assump-
tion of power. This party is
trying to create law and order
situation in a planned way.

It accused the opposition
BNP of letting louse its terror-
ists in educational institutions
and resorting to killing. hijack-
ing, snatchipg., dacoity and
other criminal activities to
destablise the government.

The BNP chief has been issu-
ing threats against arresting
her party’s illegal armsholders.
tuii extortionists and crimi-
nals. She is also deman un-
conditional release of those
criminals, the resolution said.

It further said the BNP
leader is making frequent
threats in a bid to prevent the
concerned authorities from
taking any legal actions against
the corrupt people who have
misappropriated public money,

The meeting observed that
BNP is out to make the parlia-

ment ineffective since the first
session. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition dishonoured the elected
members of parliament by
making indecorus comments
against them.

The resolution appreciated
the government's various pro-
grammes and measures under-
taken in last 100 days and
called upon the people to extend
allout support to the pro-
grammes aimed at Estahllshing
a terrorism, corruption an

poverty-free Bangladésh.

The Bangladesh Awami
League has formed six central
teams for six divisions to com-
plete the party's district confer-
ences by November 15.

The national conference of
Awami League is scheduled to be
held in December this year.

A party press release said the
central teams would solve the
organisational problems if
there are any at any level and
perform all duties till the com-
pletion of the district confer-
EnCeS.

Chittagong Division: Abdul
Mannan MP will lead the team.
Other members of the team are:
Pulin Dey, Mohammad Nasim
MP, Mozaffar Hossain Paltu,
Syed Fazlul Huq, Ataur Rah-
man Khan Kaisar, Akhtaruz-
zaman Chowdhury, MA Man-
nan MP. ABM Taleb Ali. Alhaj
Rahmat Ullah Chowdhury, Ab-

dul Awal. Monaem Sarkar,
Maulana Nurul Islam MP. ATM
Sec Paee 12 Col 7

SAPTA doesn t allow
transit for two

regions of a country’

Former Foreign Minister A
5 M Mostafizur Rahman
sharply reacted to the Prime
Minister s remark at a party
meeting Friday that "BNFP gave
transit to India through
SAPTA

I1's
hie told

T tee]l this is ot correct
da misquotling of lacts

- LUNB a1 his Gulshan residence

in the city yvesterday evening

Mostaliz who signed the
SAFTA (South Asian Preferen
tial Trading Arrangement) on
behall of Bangladesh in 19493
alongwith the loreign ministers
of other SAARC countries. said
This was not a bilateral
AR eemernl

As 4 loreign minister ol
lormer BNP govermiment | had
ol signed any dod utnent bilat
erally with India on the issue ol

Ershad gets bail
in ENG Case

Deposed presidenit H M Er
shad was granted bail yesterday

In a corruption case, better
known as ENG Case. reports
UNH

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup
twon filed the case in 1991 ac
cusing Ershad of nususing his
power in purchasing ENG ma
chine for his personal use and
thereby incurring a loss of Tk
2 9k crore 1o the state

Divisional Special Judge Md
Ansaruddin Sikder granted his

bail upon a surety of Tk
00 000

transil, - sald the BNFP standing
committee member from his
sickbed

Terming the SAPTA a "pub
lie document ” Mostaflz said i
should be made public so that
people are aware ol 1ts contents

he people of the country, he
added  should bhe given the op
portunity to read arnd evaluate
the SAPTA to find out the rea

sonis of signing such an agree
el

He said this was a regional
agrecinent signed by all seven

loreign ministers ol the SAAR(
meniber countries Its notl a

question ol only two countries
here is a provision i the
SAPTA for transportation of

goods from one SAARC country
o another through the terntory
ol & third country, Mostaliz
said "Bul 1t does not mean that
goods will be transported be
Iween the two regions ol a
country through another mem-
ber country |

For argumernt s sake he ex
plained. if such transportation
ol goods between the two regions
happens then it should be called
a cornidor like Tin Bigha

Replying to question, the
lormer foreign minister said
Foreign policy cannot change
overmight | dont claim that our
policy was extraordinary. HBul
we were able to give it a certain
directiorn

Asked aboul the latest devel-
opment ol the Ganges water
sharing issue the HNP leader

e [taue 2 Col 7
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body begins work

| two-member committee formed
| by the district administration

| she

Fire breaks out at |
Bangabazar again
By Staff Correspondent

A fire broke out at Banga
bazar market in the city last |
night. A garments shop was
gutted and two other nearby
s were damaged
e cause of the fire could
not be known immediately
However. an agency report said
the blaze originated from an
electric short circuit.

The fire was brought under
control within around 20 min
ules, sald a fire brigade official.
The extent of damage was not
immediately known

Some people were also seen |
looting goods from the nearby
the arrival of the |
police, wilnesses said

The Bangabazar the coun
iry s higgest wholesale and re- |

See Page |2 col 5

' Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE]
. fell sharply yesterday following

All market indicators
fall at DSE

By Rafiq Hasan

Market indicators alt the

re-imposition of ‘circuit break-

| er system in share trading,

A large number of share
holders rushed to the DSE to

| sell their shares resulting in

fall of the All Share Price Index

' and the Market Capitalisation,

according to sources in the DSE.

The All Share Price Index
declined by 106 points to
1934 40 points from 2024 43 on

| Thursday, the closing day of the
L oweek

The market capitalisation

. also decreased by more than Tk

H29 B5 crore and closed at Tk

13,534.89 crore yesterday, the
sources said.

There was heavy sellin
pressure and most of the trade
issues sulfered losses, the
sources added. Out of 97 issues
traded, prices of 97 issues suf-
fered losses and only eight
gained. The rest remained un-
changed. the sources said.

The turnover in volume and
value also declined as 4 .60 lakh
shares and debentures valued at
about Tk 12.23 crore exchanged
hands yesterday against trans-
action of more than 5.90 lakh
shares worth Tk 16.79 crore on
Thursday.

See Mage 12 Col 7
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Ozone hole
covers 90 pc

of Antarctica

v—

GENEVA. Ocl 12: For the
fourth week in a row, scientific

monito shows the loss of an
entire ozone layer in the atmo-

sphere, the United Nations
weather agency said Friday, re-
ports AP.

The surface area of the loss
remains roughly steady — about
7.7 million square miles (20
million sq kms) — twice the size
ol Europe. the World Meteoro-
logical Organisation said.

"About 90 per cent of
Antarctica is covered by the

- ozone hole, which has expanded

also over the ocean areas.” said
Dr Rumen Bojkov, WMQO's ad-
Viser on ozone.

A protective shield of atmo-
spheric gas, ozone gbsorbs and

See Page 12 Col 6

Khaleda goes to
S Arabia today

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiyva Sangsad and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia leaves for Saudi Arabia to-
day to perform Umrah af the
invitation of King Fahad Bin
Abdul Aziz.

m Zia is scheduled to fly
from the Zia International Air-
port by a Saudi Airlines flight
at noon.

This will be the first foreign
trip of the former prime minis-
ter since her ﬁnvemment re-
signed on March 30 this year.

Begum Zia's entourage in-
cludes her sons Tareq Rahman
and Arafat Rahman, Tareq's
wife, Begum Zia's brother Sayed
Iskandar and his wife, her per-

See Page 12 Col 1

Naslruddm Ahmed Munna

by
PIO’s son
murdered
In City

A son of the Principal In-
formation Officer of the gov-
ernment was killed in a 'terror-
ist' attack in the city's Mo-
hammadpur area on Friday
night, reports UNB.

The dead was named
Nasiruddin Ahmed Munna, 26,
the second son of PIO Makbul
Ahmed.

Police said Munna came un-
der attack b gmup of terror-
ists near a tamily planning of-
fice at Awrangajev Road while,
along with two friends. return-
ing home after attending a func-
tion at about 8:30 pm.

The attackers, said to be
members of the daring Joseph
group of Mohammadpur area,

See Page 12 Col 8

Rape of woman
in Raozan: Probe

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG Oct 12 The

earlier has slarted investiga-
tion into the alleged rape of one |
Sima Ram Chowdhury 1in cus
lody at Raozan thana by four
police personnel, according to
official sources here today

The committee members are
AN (dev) of I.Jhl”djiunﬂ Mmljur |
Hossain and Additional
Marul Hasan.

Police officials said that the |
probe report would be submitted
shortly

See Page 12 col 5

a1l irmitant. let us remove it'
Arcot told AFF from the south
ern city of Bangalore where the
pageant will be heid

"Also. the Seychelles pgov
ETTUNETIT Was very keen : en-
thusiastic to hold the entire
event this year were mak -
ing it worth our " he said

Arcot said ABCL had signed
the deal with the Seychelles au-
thorities three weeks ago

"We did not announce it for
so long because our teams were
checking out the logistics he
said

Miss World contestants be
gin arriving in India on
Novemmber 2 and the final con

test is scheduled for November
23

The swimsuit round and pro-
filing was due between Novem-
ber Gand 11

But the beauty contest ran
into stiff opposition in India
from Hindu nationalists and
women s groups who have
branded it obscene and an In-
sult to Indian culture

One women s group threat-
ened suicide protests at the
vennue and other feminist and
protest groups said they would
sabotage the event |t is the first
time an international beauty
pageant is being held in India

Arcot said the move to the

Seychelles would be a loss to
lndla and criticised the media
coverage of the protests as un-
balanced.

“The benefits and the

ominence India will gain by
Eruul ing the event are not getting
due mention in the media The
media is not being balanced.” he
saicd

An anti-beauty contest ac-
tion committee’ plans 1o collect
100 000 signatures to exert |
pressure on provincial authori
ties to demand the event be
shelved and announced a
protest meeting in Bangalore
lor October 31

See Page 12 Col 3
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