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A Looming Disaster
There has been a stream of alarming reports re-
cently in the national press of arsenic pollution of
ground water in many south-western districts.
This has led to largescale poisoning cases in the af-
fected areas. On Wednesday a presentation was
made on the threat at the GSS. Case studies of

twenty patients of arsenic poisoning, mainly from
Pabna and Bagerhat, showed widespread skin le-

sions specially on the palms and a quick run to
skin cancer and death. The question was how
many patients do these 20 represent? What is the
size of the threat? :

It was found that all in the family of every af-
flicted person were also ill due to arsenic poison-
ing. And there are cases of entire villages suffering
the similar disease. Could it be that these 20 repre-
sented 2 or 20 thousand or even 20 lakh doomed
persons? The experts said it was, till now, a popu-
lation of 15 million that stood threatened. That's a
looming national disaster.

The problem now was to get tens of millions un-
learn the tubewell motivation they had imbibed
through the best part of the century. For in the
affected areas it was ground water up to a depth of
200 feet that was polluted by arsenic. And where
would the endangered population go giving up their
tubewells? Back to untreated surface water which
could be equally or more dangerous? A recourse to
deep tubewells has been made sporadically by PHE,
so far the best of our service agencies. This is pay-
ing good result but a wholesale switchover to deep
tubewells, even if achievable, is far from advisable. S0?

Sealing of particularly noxious tubewells has
been done in certain areas without telling the peo-
ple what to do to get safe water. For the moment
the best that can be done by people in the interior
using shallow tubewell water is to resort to
overnight sedimentation before using the water.

But how does one know if their tubewell is pro-
ducing arsenic water or not? There is no way prac-
tically, at least for now before any user falls a vic-
tim. Up until now treatment of such chronic cases
of arsenic poisoning seemed outside of the knowl-
edge and power of about the whole of our medical
profession. Simple identification or diagnosis is
yet to be grasped by physicians in general.

We are no alarmists after Jeremiah. But what is
already here of it, looks like snowballing any day
into a national disaster, hard to contain and de-
feat. A successful counter to it must have a precise
idea of the source of this spread of arsenic through
subterranean water. And both we and experts in
West Bengal which is a pray to the same scourge,
are in complete darkness about this.

It cannot be said that the government has been
Fmperly seized of the nature and size of the chal-
enge. It is high time that government, the Health

Ministry specially, woke up to the danger before it
is too late. 1t

Timely Emphasis

So what has been felt for .E‘l has finally been
expressed. A just-released World Bank report has
termed the judicial system in Bangladesh as being
unable to cope with needs of the citizens. The nov-
elty about the latest utterance on the inadequacy of
our judicial system is that it is based on a thoro

study with special emphasis and focus on prob-
lematic areas.

Our laws are extremely outdated because most of
them were made in the colonial days. No matter
how ludicrous they sound and how much potential
of tragic consequences they ca within them,
hardly any steps have been taken so far to update
them and make them effective. Despite the tall
talks and speeches we have heard on democrac
and the right of people as its life-force by the lead-
ers of different parties from time to time, the culti-
vation of passivity in the judicial sector goes to tell
how uncommitted and unfeeling the politicians
have been over the years. Apart from cumbersome
procedures and the inability of the superior judi-
ciary to monitor court facilities, the other signifi-
cant as the report dealt with is the lack of well-
trained judges and law officers.

Really, the scarcity of judges and efficient offi-
cers is one of the major drawbacks of our judicial
system. The gzusper:t for an improvement in the
situation can be bright only when there are cnnuEh
institutions to impart legal training in the
country. The few institutions we have are not
equipped sufficiently to contribute effectively in
ameliorating the situation.

The antique look of our judicial system is not
only a source of suffering to our citizens alone but
it is also a deterrent to growth in our economy. It
has given birth to a culture and environment that
are not at all conducive to transactional efficiency,
a fact that discourages local and foreign investors.
The minister for law and jusﬂcmﬁwars pretty
switched on about the reforms r to clear the
Au stable. We hope he would match his words
with some prompt actions.

Expedite Police Reform
What happened to an anesthetised 17-year old
Seema throughout Wednesday night in Rauzan po-
lice station is not only another case of female re-
pression but also a gross violation of human
ts. We speak of barbarism on women in times
of war but what have we got to say about this kind
of beastliness to a free citizen of an independent
country by some of its own law enforcers? One can
be as much stupefied as Seema was when that poor
girl was asked to recount the tale of her terrible
sufferings on the fateful night. The society owes
Seema an answer.
Yasmeen of Dinajpur, Seema of Rauzan and a
great number of "unreported” victims of the preda-
tory instinct have earned the police a bad name,

SO it must try and erase now with a total
devotion

thw, es the womenfolk.
e Home Ministry should not only ensure a

proper probe into Wednesday night's incident so
that those criminals in uniform are given exem-
plary Q&AQMMt but it should also do something
imm ly to reform the law enforcing agency.
| Something is fundamentally wrong with our po-
lice, It is not lack of motivation due to low pay or
for that matter their numerical inadequ

frigh absence of moral obligation, restraint
Land :cnﬂmmuﬂtmcnt.
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the task of winning the confidence of

HERE was a time when

economic growth and

economic develop-
ment were synonymously used
and per ta income used to be
the sole determinant of both.
The folly was found soon. Paul
Streeten, the world-famous
economist, cities few of the
many examples as to why per
capita income failed to fare as
an indicator of development.

Life a.pcclnm:; in Sri Lanka is
reported to be 71 years although
this war-ravaged country's per
capita income is only 8 500.
This can be compared with
South Africa's life expectancy
of 55 years and a capita

income of 8 2.010. Sri Lanka's
capila income is 15 times

wer than Saudi Arabia's but
her i rate is much ahead
of that in Saudi Arabia. A child

born hni: le ﬂls New York
city o expectancy
than one born in Bangladesh,
one of the poorest countries of
the world. A child born in the
capital city of the richest
country of the world — district
of Columbia — has a lower life
expectancy than one born in Sri
Lanka — a country still
bracketed as underdeveloped.
Paul Streeten argues that “there
are man?;. other similar
discr ., even the
correlation between economic
and human indicators is quite
high for all countries.”

And so the development

ANGLADESH has sulffere-
d a lot since 1975 and
later on under the Gan-
es Agreement of 1977 when
they sacrificed 40 per cent of the
water of the Ganges at Farakka
lor Indian use
India was not happy with the
waler sharing agreement from
the very beginning. That was
the reason they did not agr& on
of the

long term sharing
water while discussing the

sharing arrangement in 1982,
after the expu?' of G Water
Agreement of 1977. India re-
named it as Memorandum of
Understanding for a period of
two years only and deleting the
80 per cent guarantee clause
which assu Bangladesh their
share in case of low flow of the
Ganges. Su uently, the MOU
was renewed for three years
which expired in 1988. There
was no eement in 1984, In-
dia made it clear that they
would not renew the MOU un-
less Bangladesh to dis-
cuss tlg; Iljﬁfa canal issue pro-
During the period between
1989 to 1 . series of
were held by the two sides at
highest political level, minister
level and secretary level As-
surances were given by the
Prime Minister of India time
and again for a selution of the
Ganges water . But due
to lack of political will of India
no progress was made on this

With the change of govern-
ments in adesh and India
in 1996, the issue has become
live n. The new government
of Bangladesh gave highest pri-
ority for permanent strumas of
the Ganges water before the next
dry season.

The new government in In-
dia expressed India's political
will to resolve the issue also
before the next dry season
which starts from lst January,
1997.

Hundred and twenty million
I:n:orlc of Bangladesh suffered a

ot lor the last 25 years for lack
of adequate dry season flows in
the Ganges and other common
rivers. The northern and south
western region of B adesh
suffered much due l:‘;:lﬂw'ﬂﬂ-
cation in the north and salinity
intrusion in the south west. The
economy of Bangladesh has suf-
fered tremendously.

Since ear st, 1996, the
waler issue 5 #
tant when Indian F lmg:c-_
re came to Bangl to
hand over a letter from the In-
dian Prime Minister. The In-
dian Prime Minister hinted at
summit level to resolve
the water sharing issue. He also
expressed India's keen interest
to settle all outstand issues

in the shortest possible time
(The Daily Star. 8 August. 1996).

‘The Foreign Miniute;f of
Bangladesh in a press coOnier-
em:::gl has said that Bangladesh
has initiated a dialogue with
India on the whole gamut of bi-
lateral relations but made it
clear that water issue would not
be linked with any uthc{;:r:]sm:eu
including the transit. e In-

ngt 18 1996) '

The Foreign Minister also

cussion regarding private tu-
ition/private practice. The
whole thing can be discussed
medically as follows:

Name of the business: GRQ
(get rich quick) syndrome.

Nature of distribution: A vi-
ral infection most prevalent in
Third World countries.

Age group/range : Affects
persons as soon as they start
earning and never leaves them
until die.

It has great affinity for
ple who are important and es-
sential to the society. This virus

has 1 ence for peo-
ple ﬂ'ﬂ? igh content of
melanin

W in their skin.
(Most likely also in their
brain).

acy, it is a’

Profession: No profession is
immune but the virus has got

t fondness for doctors and
ﬁha'l. Possibly because these
two groups of are respon-

sible for looking after the most

important of the societ
n mmmy

sions are held partly in formal

e —

The ge rich-q |
syndrome

Sir, | am very interested o
see in your letter column dis-

Development is not only a matter to be

—

end states. The freedom to choose

among commodity bundles or different options should constitute

thinkers and practitioners
turned their back from GNP per
capita and began to look for
newer ones which could truly
reflect people's development.
“Thinki about poverty has
evolved from economic growth
as the performance criterion to
employment, income distribu-
tion, the informal sector and
via basic needs to human de-
velopment.” The Basic Needs
Approach called for an inclu-
sion of items, in establishing a
criterion, that tend to serve

are. for : A y
cloth, health etc. The experi-
ment went on for a loré
time when it was discover

that some of the interpretations
of the approach, al . ran
in terms of bundles
or s fic needs satisfaction
The past thoughts on develop-
ment are also all to have
got lost in the intricacies of

means and lost t of the end.
Am Sen travelled fur-
ther. He to reckon de-

velopment, as Paul Streeten
says, in terms of "capabilities”
and functionings rather than
satisfaction appiness or
commeodities.

Sen lendds Lo believe Lhat it is

not cormmodities per se but also
their characteristics which
consumers value. Thus Sen
draws attention on analysis of
characteristics of the con-
sumers ¢.g whether they are ca-
pable of making use of com-
modities. Take the case of food
Food has different significance

scribes that development is not
only a matter to be ju only

end states. The freedom to
e ameong commaodity bun-
dies or different options shouid
constitute an mmportant com-
. A given
iffer-
to the con-

ponent of well-being
commodity bundle has a
ent significance

Beneath the Surface

by Abdul Bayes

to different persons and the
differentiation hinges on hu-
man characteristics If a coh-
sumer is healthy. food helps to
meet his basic needs. But if the
same consumer has parasites in
stomach. the same food helps to
meet the basic needs of the
worms rather than that of the
consumer. Likewise  the impact
of food as a basic necessity
would also depend on . BEX,
pregnancy/lactation, education
etc.

Sen also argues  as Paul de-

sum¢r according to whether she
has other options, though she
does not exercise them or
whether that same bundie is the
only one available .. There is a
difference between a starvin

pauper a fasting monk an

Gandhi on hunger strike which
is not reflected in the low calo-
rie intake of all three " Both the
monk and Gandhi have capa

hilities to choose between op

lions but only starving pauper
lacks capabilit Critics, of
course, argue that freedom ol

. by Amjad Hossain Khan

choice should not be given that
much of emphasis and that
poverty sho be observed in
terms of achievements. From
that view point, the monk,
Gandhi and the pauper — all
three — are :

Should development aim at
happiness? Paul argues that
the individual. is not what hu-
man t can aim or is
mainly about.” Happiness is
difficult to be delivered by the
government n a son
may be miserably poor h‘ﬂfrma}'
appear to be contented. Paul
cites a case from Anita
Brookner's novel where a
woman is found to be so modest

that she did not even me
to be un Women in India
and Ban sh report much

less being ill than their male
counterparts.

All the above mentioned
facts Inot fictions!) led devel-
opment thinkers to land on an
index  called Human Develop-
meni Index [HDI} — a brain-
child of the UNO_ The index in-
corporates three basic vari-
ables. GDP per head. life ex-

tancy and literacy In the
I:i?::tx ~ctancy category. infant
and child mortality is included

The quantum of the water has to be decided at the highest political level. India must agree for replacement
works like construction of barrages on the Ganges and Brahmaputra for utilisation of

said that Bangladesh is firm to
resolve the Ganges water shar-
ing issue with India before the
next dry season (The Daily Star.
18 August, 1996).

The Water Resources Minis-
ter while addressing a seminar
on water sharing said: "We
would like to give a clear mes-

to the international com-
munity that firstly, we want a
permanent solution and we
want it immediately.

“Secondly. we want our just
share and t y. we call u
the Government and people of
India that we seek their coop-
eration to resolve the issue in a
friendly manner.” (The Daily
Star, 1 1996).

The In Foreign Minister
Mr | K Gujral came to Dhaka on
6 September, 1996 and had
formal discussions on the bi-
lateral issues between the two
countries.

The Ganges water is-
sue was discussed in .
Addressing a press conference
before his ure, Mr Gujral
said "The water sharing issue
had been discussed to the satis-
faction of . 1 am ac-
c:puandg in principle
Bangladesh's position in s
maitter.”

Mr Abdus Samad Azad,
Bangladesh Foreign Minister,
in the same press conference
said "Highest priority has been

to water shar-

ing problem and it would be

worked out before the onset of

Dai I:.."nvl:.ar dsgumnhu' '1.9% ;

Dalgn the specific issue on the

uantity of water for

, the Indian Foreign

ter said that a mecha-

nism will be set in motion to
work out the details.

The Water Resources Minis-
ter expressed his hope that an
agreement on water sharing

em will be before
g before the I

the season (The Indepen-
dent, 8 , 1996).

Bangladesh and India have
agreed to set up an Expert
Committee as an institutional
mechanism to devise a modal-
ity to reach an t on the
s of the water is-
sue belore the next lean period

(The Independent, 9 September,

1996).
MriK mmyhapq
talks wit

about his

B-nngladenh on all issues. Reply-
ing to a question, he said that
he is hopeful of an accord on
water sharing “even before the
next dry season™ (The Daily
Star, 10 ., 1996).

A few hours after his return
from China trip with Prime

Minister of sh, Mr Ab-
dus Samad dashed to Cal-
cuttaon 17 ber. 1996 to

discuss with the West Bengal
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu on
water sharing.

Normally in such sensitive
issue like water sharing discus-

=) a— = = _— . B e ——

e —
———
i - = — m————

_— o Sy O ——

usually ¢ s the personality
and philosophy of the person
affected. He thinks nothing but
to earn money. He devices vari-
ous ways but mainly works on
the following principle.

In his normal place of work
(where he is usually employed
and well paid) he is not inter-
ested to work — leaves lots of

ps in his works. In case of a

employed in government
hospital he does not really
know why he was empl in
the first place. He thinks his
talent should be better utilized
in a private clinic where he can
show how hardworking he is.
Even he makes people believe
that works can only be
done in private clinics and not
in government hospital.
case of a teacher the job is
much easy: a) he does not teach
in the class — more gaps in
teaching the better... b) makes
sure that private students do
much better in the exam. So, he
takes another class in his
kitchen in the evening He
knows how to increase the
number of private students —
more gaps in teaching more

joint man

the water resources to be shared on a permanent basis.

meelings and mostly in infor
mal meetings. Before the visit
of the Indian Foreign Minister
to Dhaka the grtunt govern
ment assured the country that
water nharlni agreement will be
done before the next dry season
The ple have not questioned
the sincerity of the government
in solving the knotty problem.
But the people do expect that in
discussing the water sharing
roblem of the Ganges,
adesh interest should not
be sacrificed.

A few questions came up re-
cently when conflicting news
were coming on Indian and lo-
cal news media about the
Ganges water sharing issue. Let
us examine these issues.

1. Both sides agreed for a
gcrmincnt sharing of the

anges water before next dry
Season.

2. An Expert Committee
headed by Additional Foreign
Secretary of the (wo countries

3. The mandate of th
Committee was not formally
decided and issued.

4. Indian Foreign Minister
indicated three issues for the
Expert Committee : a) To deter-
mine the exact quantity ol
Ganges water available at
F d the dry season.
b) To determine the actual re-

uirement of Bangladesh. ¢} To
nd out the ground reality in
both the countries.

5. Bangladesh Foreign Min-
ister did not comment on these
issues. He said that the Expert
Committee will discuss the
modality and recommend their
views on :

6. Hrm Samad Azad,
B adesh Foreign Minister,
left for Calcutta to discuss the
water issue with Mr Jyoti Basu,
Chief Minister of West Bengal.

7. Quoting Mr Jyoti Basu,
BBC reported from Calcutta
that "he felt Bangladesh would
require more water during lean
season. But at the same time he
would require more water to
keep the navigability of the
Calcutta Port".

8. Akashbani Calcutta in a
new bulletin on 18.9.96 quoting
Mr Jyoti Basu said that there
had difference of opinion
about the l:u.lan'm‘;i}.rl of water at
Farakka which has created
soine problems in working out
the s agreement. He said
that West Bengal could not con-
cur with Bangladesh on the
quantity of flow which was be-
ing demanded by Bangladesh.

9. Addressing a press confer-
ence in Dhaka on 21-9-96. the
Foreign Minister said that
"Bangladesh is in accord with
quantity of water and you will
know it in due course’.

10. The Foreign Minister
said that Bangladesh would
hold talks with Nepal and
Bhutan, if necessary, to resolve
the water sharing problem and
ement of water re-

sources of the region.”

private students. ..

Prevention: a) Job descrip-
lion: Before employing these
people, they must know what is
expected of them — quantity
and quality of their work.

b) Accountability : Regular
monitoring of their work.

Headmaster /headmistress
of the school is responsible for
maintaining standard of teach-
ing in the school [not outside
Lthe school). In case of hospitals
there should be arrangements
lor monitoring the works.
There should be record of the
actwitgcuf the hospital which
must published every year
for public information.

reatment: Treatment of
these viral diseases are very dif-

ficult — sometimes not even
available. for example — AIDS.

Yel we can treat at least in the
follcwing way —

Medical — proper monitor-
ing, m‘om accountability, cre-
nrtlﬁ'lg pu awareness airld in-
volvement.

furgical — vwve radical
methods required ]Tn control
and,eradicate the diseases.

SAk
South Dhanmondi. Dhaka

* that al

|1 The Bangladesh Expert
Team left for New Delhi on 26
Seplember, 1996 The Expert
Team will prepare ground work
lor a new agreement on the
sharing ol the Ganges water by
synchronizi the difference in
data on the flow of the Ganges
during the dry season

12. Mr Jyoti Basu talking to
BBC on 27 9.96 has expressed
his  willingness o give
Bangladesh "a little more water”
but also underlined the problem
of his state Regarding the walter
sharing issue he said "It might
take a little more time’

13. Mr Jyoti Basu also said
to BBC that "there is no need for
a five-year eement. Let us see
if we can give them a little more
water for two years'. He also
said that a committee has been
formed to assess Bangladesh's
requirement of water.

It a\:»pfars [rom the above

is not going smoothly
as hoped by Bangladesh. During

the carlier negotiations on wa- -
subsequent

ter sharing and
agreements in 1975, 1877, 1982
and 1985, the withdrawal of wa-
ter of the Ganges at Farakka

was for Bangladesh and Wesl

Bengal which was obviously
meant lor improving the navi-
gability of Calcutta Port. Later
on it was found that West Ben
gal needs water for irrigation
mostly as flushing the water for
Hooghly did not improve navi-
gability

It is interesting to note that
the issue of navigability of
Hooghly has again come up dur-
ing the recent discussion. The
statement of Chief Minister of
Wesl Bengal that t can give a
little more water to gladesh
in the dry season is surprising.

Mr Basu's comment about
the period of agreement came as
a surprise to one and all in the
country. It clearly Indicates
that instead of a permanent wa-
ter sharing agreement,
Bangladesh is going to have a
short term sharing agreement
for 2 to 5 years.

Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
ter and the Forei were
tight-lipped on the issue. Mr
Basu's statement in: BBC has
embarrassed the Foreign Min-
ister. He could have heen more

diplomatic in his stalemenlt.
Why the discussion on per-
manent water sharing has been

Few Dots from Development Debates

Jll:i"l!'ﬂ only by

In education, secondary and
primary school enrolment and
in the income , the in-

is

cidence of income
alanhxiudtdinm
Paul Streeten advocates that

the shortfalls from HD should
be looked for elsewhere in the

high human courn-
' hwﬁm
... can as
more options and therefore pos-
itive achievements, particu-
larly suicides of terminally ill
elderly patients. On the other
hand, may be regarded as
of breakdown of social
of a society, a failure of
up what some regard as
the moral values of the family
or the sanctity of life.”
Acc to Paul Streeten,
HD is a variation of Abraham

Lincoln's definition of gov-
ernment: "It is the t
of the and

people, for the

in the people. Of the people im-
plies adequate income -
tion through jobs and gen-
eration of primary incomes. for
the people implies social ser-
vices for those who need help
and the generation of secondary
incomes and in the people
means icipation.” So inter-
preted. HD assumes economiic.
social and peolitical dimensions
of development.

(From "Human Develop-
" by Paul Streeten the

Bangladesh Development Stud-

The Ganges Water Issue : Transparency Needed

| down? Obviously India
backed down from permanent
sharing to ad hoc sh lor
sorting out other bilateral is-
sues including the transit.

If we examine the pros and
cons of the two issues, perma-
nent vs ad hoc sharing. it wil
be seen that a shar-
ing is in the best interest of our
rmntrrigardaﬂr be

As to
shared, it will be a futile exer-
cise if the question of water re-
quirements of B and
India (Calcutta Port)., reconcil-

lation of data on the Cnrm wa-
ter at Farakka during o(E'
riod from 1974-1996, and

external issues like re-
alities are considered. No
amount of political will can re-

solve these issues in such a
short time.

The quantum of the waler
has Lo be decided at the highest

itical level. India must agree
or replacement works like
construction of on the
Ganges and Brahmaputra for
utilisation of the water re-
sources to be shared on a per-
manent basis.

Given the political will and
understandin of both
Bangladesh and India, it is not
an i task to achieve
Lthis. will not forgive us
if we miss opportunity.

The writer is ex-Chairman,
Bangladesh Walter Development
Board.

—

What is a culture? Perhaps.
the shortest definition ol cul-
ture is : "the way of life ol a peo-
ple." As a people or nation, cer-
tainly we have a way of life,
that is culture. But what it looks
like? Does it look like the one
that the people had recently
seen on the floor of the parlia-
ment where a member uttered
filthy words., unworthy to be
uttered in civil societies,
against the most respected
Speaker of the House, who is no
less a person than the former
United Nations General Assem-
bly President Mr Humayun
Rasheed Choudhury? Etiquette
or manners, whether inside the
parliament or outside, may be
described as "a sensitive aware-
ness of the feelings of others. If
you have that awareness. you
have good manners, no matter
what fork you use.” One can
surmise that the 'now-famous
MP who used abusive language
against a 'gentle man par excel-
lence’ does not. perhaps. gener-
ally use ‘forks’ while eating the
guaranteed 'Dal-Bhat-Machh™

No. The above-mentioned
definition of 'etiquette’ or man-
ners may be too difficult to un-
derstand by those who do not
bother for parliamentary eti-
quette, Rather, they have
proved themselves, as seen on
Lhe television screen, to be no
less 'fresher' than their equals
in other underdeveloped coun-
iries. To drive home a point a
man can certainly take the lib-
erty of making different pos-
tures and gestures before his
audience. But the way some ol
our MPs did it in the parlia-
mernt at the cost of Tk 15.000
per minute annoyed the ta:-:Ea}r—
ers. However. while attacking
the opponents some members
did not use such vulgar words as
reportedly used in Bihar State
Assembly (India) where agitated
members attack 'mothers and
sisters’ of fellow members
without least hesitation.

The shameful incident that
occurred on the floor of the au-
gust House and witnessed by the
whole nation did net only cast
an indirect aspersion on our
national manners but also ex-
posed many other shortcom-
ings of the whole community.
Besides, the member who vio-
lated parliamentary norms by
using someone elses micro-
phone; betrayed his ignorance
of "the conventional rules of
personal behaviour in polite
society”, or, "the order of proce
dure established by custom in a

ament” which are given as
the meaning of 'etiquette’ as one
would find in any dictionary of
authority.

But why are we witnessing

Abdul Kader

such erosion ol himan values

in our society? Certainly there
are historical and social rea-
sons. To discern some of those
reasons one has to do some rig-
orous digging of the past social
order of our country. What was
the educational status of our
society in early 30s or mid-40s
when some sorts of a nation-
hood was in the making for us?
No doubt. the society has under-
gone many undesirable changes
during nearly one quarter of a
century of fake democracy.

Today we are proud that our
Fourth Estate has come of age
and taking full advantage of its
maturity it has lavishly doled
out valuable spaces (The Daily
Star deserves special mention)
for guiding the nation towards
its cherished goal. Innumerable
writings and suggestions put
forward by the press have, very
clearly. shown the path to tread
on for the just solution of the
national problems. Though an
absurdity, | feel inclined to say
that if nothing is written in
next one decade, any demo-
cratic government worth its
name which cares for mini-
mum transparency can easily
guide the nation merely acting
on those writings and sugges
tions.

But where are those vanish-
ing breeds of bureaucrats who
can work round-the-clock for
the welfare of the nation? A
scholarly and patriotic bureau-
cracy is an asset for good gover-
nance. Surrounded by 'turn-
coals and part-timers’ no gov-
ernmen! can steer the nation to
its goal.

Some sense of [rustrations
are seen in certain credulous
and short-sighted quarters who
do not find any 'tangible
changes' even after 100-day rule
of Awami League government'
Do they know how many years
it took for the anti-people
vested quarters to demoralise
the administration, for that
matter the whole nation? Do
they understand how things
have come to such a rot? A po-
litical ' observer has recently
suggested that "a medical board
is mnecessary for lhnmuﬁh
check-up of the health of the
nation’. Another observer has
posed serious guestions: "Are
the people being dehumanized?
Are we on the process of an eth-
nic decline?’

Those tax-payers who are
ready to allow the present
ernment its full-term as {

did in the case of the
ment will certainly

govern agree
with me that the political party
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which had to sacrifice much by
spearheading the independence
niovement is at present over-
whelmied with certain special
types ol 'number one problems.
Is it 1ot uﬁp;ln-m thit the gov-
ernment! has Lixcd ils -
ties? Everyone knows that but
for Lhe sincere efforts ol some
friendly nations this country
would not have been on the
rails of democracy again!
Thanks to the vigorous inter-
play of the external forces
which joined hands with the
popular mood of the nation to
"overpower the internal con-
spirators”. if one may say so.

In the past, military matters
were a forbidden area for writ-
ers. But of late enough writings
on this subject have there
by many impartial observers.
One considered opinion is that
“a democratic polity is the best
guarantee for a disciplined
armed forces.” It is interesting
to note that some observers
have openly lauded "the civil-
military relations” in India. It
seems that the 'clouds’ of civil-
military relations have started
to wane because of new realisa-
tions by the quarters con-
cermed.

There has been a big change
in the politico-economic think-
ing ol the nation. It would be
naive to think that the tax-pay-
ers will no longer measure the
worth of each and every organ
of the Republic. The govern-
ment has well by not wast-
ing time to set up a pay ComImis-
srilgn for the 'servants’ of the Re-
public.

"Go to hell!” was the lamen-
lation, years ago, of a fnr:lﬁlc'l
newspaper while writing on t
campus situation in our coun-
try. The situation has not im-
proved since then. Why more
than one lakh of our boys are
reading in various Indian uni-
virsities leaving their beloved
( )xford" of the East?

The present government
would do well not to try to solve |
all the problems at a time. It is
foolish to think that the law
and order situation will im-
prove just because the politi-
cians and the law enlorci
agencies have a pious wish!
Emulate the intelligence of the
sugarcane owners of a particu-
lar faith whose sugarcanes were |
being eaten bﬁ three thieves be-
longing to other faiths! Tackle
the 1s one by one!

JJ-ltl:rlpt - Hope springs |
eternally in human breast.
Fools live on dreams and the
wise live on efforts. Keep up the
Cou and hope. "There is no

such that shall not
see the light of the day” as the
poet has sung.
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